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'  of  Ysembourg  defeated  by  the  duke  de  Broglio — General  Imhoff  defeats  M.  de 
Chevert — General  Oberg  defeated  by  the  French  atLandwemhagen — Death  of 
the  duke  of  Marlborongh^  Operations  of  the  king  of  Prussia  at  the  beginning  of 
the  cam)3aign — ^He  enters  Moravia,  and  invests  Ofanutz — ^He  is  oblig^  to  raise 
the  siege,  and  retires  into  Bohemia,  where  he  Cakes  KoningBgrsts — Prmess  of 
the  Russians — King  of  Prussia  defeats  the  Russians  at  Zondorf — And  is  defeated 
by  the  A  ustrians  at  Hocbkirchen —  He  retires  to  Silesia — Suburbs  of  Dresden  burnt 
by  the  Prussian  governor — ^The  king  of  Prussia  raises  the  siege  of  NeiBS>  and  re- 
lieves Dresden — Inhabitants  of  Saxony  grievously  oppress^ — Progress  of  the 
Swedes  in  Pomerania — Prince  Charles  of  Saxony  elected  diike  of  Courland 
— The  king  of  £ngland*s  memorial  to  the  diet  of  the  empire — Death  of  pope 
Benedict-^-The  king  of  Fortu^  asMussinated — Proceedings  of  the  French  mini- 
stry— Conduct  of  the  king  ofDenmark — Answers  to  the  charges  brought  by  the 
Dutch  against  the  English  cruisers — Conferences  between  the  British  ambas- 
sador and  the  states-general — Farther  proceedings 380 
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§  I.  Preparations  for  war— ^  II.  Earl  Paulet's  motion  against  the 
king's  going  to  Hanover— §  III.  Regency  appointed  during  his 
majesty's  absence — §  IV.  Boscawen's  expedition.    Alcide  a^d* 
Lys  taken — §  V.  French  ambassador  recalled — §  VI,  Their  trade 
greatly  distressed — §  VII.  Affairs  of  the  English  in  America.  Col. 
Monckton  takes  Beausejour — §  VIII.  General  Braddock's  unfor- 
tunate  expedition — §  IX.  He  falls  into  an  ambuscade ;  is  de- 
featedy  and  killed — ^§  X.  Disagreemeiit  between  the  governor  and 
assembly  of  Pennsylvania — §  XI.  Expedition  against  Crown  Point 
and  Niagara  resolved  on — §  XII.  Gen.  Johnson  encamps  at  Lake 
George — §  XIII.  Where  he  is  attacked  by  the  French,  who  are' 
entirely  defeated — |  XIV.  Bravery  of  captain  M'Ginnes— §  XV. 
Gen.  Johnson  created  a  baronet — §  XVI.  Description  of  Port 
Oswego  and  Lake  Ontario — §  XVII.  Neglect  of  the  English,  in 
not  fortifying  it — §  XVIIL  Expedition  against  Niagara — §  5CIX. 
Gen.  Shirley  returns  to  Albany.     End  of  the  campaign  in  Ame- 
rica— §  XX.  Fruitless  intrigues  of  the  French  in  Spain  and  Gfer7 
many — §  XXI.  Treaty  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  with  theland- 
grave  of  Hesse-Cassel — §  XXII.  News  of  the  capture  of  the 
Alcide  and  Lys  reaches  England — §  XXIII.  The  king  returns 
from  Hanover,  and  concludes  a  treaty  with  Russia — .%  XXIV, 
Declaration  of  the  French  minister  at  the  court  of  Vienna — 
§  XXV.  Spirited  declaration  of  the  kfeg  of  Prussia— §  XXVI. 
The  French  make  another  unsuccessful  attempt  upon  the  court 
of  Spain — §  XXVII.  The  imperial  court  refuses  auxiliaries  to 
England— §  XXVIII.  The  French  take  Hie  Blandford  man  of 
war,  but  return  it — §  XXIX.  State  of  the  En^li^h  and  French 
navies — §  XXX.  Session  opened — §  XXXI.   Remarkable  ad- 
dresses of  the  lords  and  coihmons— §  XXXII.  His  majesty's  an- 
swer—§  XXXIIL  Alterations  in  the  ministry. ,  Mr.  Fox  made 
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•ecretary  of  state— §  XXXIV.  Supplies  voted— §  XXXV.  Earth- 
quake at  Lisbon— §  XXXVL  Relief  voted  by  parliament  to  the 
Portuguese— §  XXXVII.  Troops,  &c.  voted— §  XXXVIII.  Mu- 
tiny bill,  marine,  and  mariner*s  acts  continued — §  XXXIX.  Act 
for  raising  a  regiment  of  foot  in  North  America— §  XL.  Maritime 
laws  of  England  extended  to  America — §  XLI.  Quiet  of  Ireland 
restored — §  XLII.  Treaty  concluded  with  Prussia — §  XLIII.  New 
militia  bill  passed  by  the  commons,  but  rejected  by  the  lords — 
§  XLIV.  Session  closed. 

§  L  Whilst  all  Europe  was  in  suspense  about  the  fate 
of  the  English  and  French  squadrons,  preparations  for  a 
vigorous  sea  war  were  going  forward  in  England,  with  an 
unparallelecl  spirit  and  success.     Still  the  French  court 
fluttered  itself  that  Great  Britain,  out  6f  tenderness  to 
his  majesty's  German  dominions,  would  abstain  from 
hostilities.     Mirepoix  continued  to  have  frequent  con- 
ferences with  the  British  ministry^  who  ilaade  no  secret 
that  their  admirals,  particularly  BoscaWen,  had  orders  to 
attack  the  French   ships  wherever'  they  should  m6et 
ihem ;  on  the  other  hand,  Mons.  de  Mirepoix  declared, 
that  his  master  would  consider  the  first  gun  fired  at  sea 
in  a  hostile  manner  as  a  declaration  of  war.     This 
menace,   far  from  intimidating  &e  English,  animated 
them  to  redouble  their  preparations  for  war.     The  press 
for  seamen  was  carried  on  with  extraordinary  vigour  in 
all  parts  of  this  kingdom,  as  well  as  in  Ireland ;  and 
great  premiums  were  given  not  only  by  the  government, 
but  also,  over  and  above  his  majesty's  bounty,  by  almost 
all  the  considerable  cities  and  towns  in  England,  to  such 
as  should  enlist  voluntarily  for  sailors  or  soldiers.  Other 
branches  of  the  public  service  was  bent  on  with  equal 
alacrity ;  and  such  was  the  eagerness  of  the  people  to 
lend  their  money  to  the  government,  that  instead  of 
one  million  which  was  to  be  raised  by  way  of  lottery, 
3,880,000/.  were  subscribed  inmiediately: 

§  II.  The  situation  of  affairs  requiring  his  majesty  to 
goto  Germany  this  summer,  great  apprehensions  arose 
in  the  minds  ,of  many,  lest  the  French  should  either 
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intercept  him  in  his  journiey,  or  preveat 'his  return. 
Earl  Paulet  had  made  a  motion  in  the  hiMaste  of  lords, 
humbly  to  represent  to  his  majesty,  "'that  it  was  an 
article  in  the  original  act  of  settlement,  by  which  the 
succession  of  these  kingdoms^  devolved  to  his  electoral 
house,  that  the  king  should  not  go  to  his  foreign  domi- 
nions without  the  consent  of  parliament ;  and.  that  this 
was  a  principal  article  in  the  compact  between  the  crown 
and  the  people :  that  though  this  article  was  repealed 
in  the  late  reign,  yet,  till  of  late,  it  had  always  been  the 
custom  for  his  tnajesty  to  acquaint  the  parliament  with 
his  intended  departure  to  his  German  dominions,  both 
in  regard  to  the  true  sense  and  spirit  of  the  act  that 
placed  him  on  the  throne,  as  well  as  for  the  paternal 
kindness  of  his  royal,  hearty  and  the  condescension  he 
had  been  so  good  as  to  shew  to  his  parliament  on  all  occa- 
sions ;  but  that  his  majesty's  declaration  of  his^  design 
to  visit  his  electoral  estates  had  always  come  on  the  last 
day  of  a  session,  when  jit  was  too  late  for  the  great  con* 
stitutional  council  of  the  crown  to  offer  such  advice  as 
might  otherwise  h^ve  been  expedient  and  necessary: 
that  his  majesty's  leaving  his  kingdoms  in  a  conjuncture 
so  pregnant  with  distress,  so  denunciative  of  danger, 
would  not  only  give  the  greatest  advantage  to  such  as 
might  be  disposed  to  f^  up  disaflfection  and  discontent^ 
and  to  the  constitutional  and  national  en^niesofEp^- 
land ;  but  would  also  fill  his  loyal  subjects  with  the  most 
affecting  concern,  and  most  gloomy  fears,  as  well  .for 
their  own  safety,  as  for  that  of  their  sovereign,  whose 
invaluable  life,  at  all  times  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  his  peoplfe,  was  then  infinitely  so,  by  reason  of  his 
great  experience,  the  affection  of  every  one  to  his  royal 
person,  and  the  minority  of  the  heir-apparent."    Such 
was  the  purport  of  this  motion ;  but  it  was  not  seconded 
by  any  of  the  lords. 

^  III.  The  g^ieral  imeasiness,  on  account  of  his  ma- 
jesty's departure,  was  greatly  increased  by  an  appreh^i- 
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sion  that  .ihei^  would,  during  his  absence,  be  no  good 
agreement  ietmongst  the  regency,  which  consisted  of  the 
following  persons  :  his  joyal  highness  William  duke  of 
Cumberland :  Thomas  lord  archbishop  of  Canterbury ; 
Philip  earl  of  Hardwicke,  lord  high-chancellor ;  John 
earl  of  Granville,  president  of  the  council;  Charles  diike 
of  Marlborough,  lord  privy-i^l ;  iohn  duke  of  Rutland, 
steward  of  the  household ;    Charles  duke  df  Grafton', 
lord-chamberlain ;  Archibald  duke  of  Argyle ;  the  duke 
of  Newcastle,  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury ;  the 
duke  of  Dorset,  master  of  the  horse ;  the  earl  of  Hol- 
demesse,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state ;  the  earl  of 
Rochford,  groom  of  the  stole ;  the  matquis  of  Harting- 
ton,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland;  lord  Anson,  firat  com- 
missioner of  the  admiralty ;  sir  Thomas  Robinson,  secre- 
tary of  state;  and  Henry  Fox,  esq.  secretary  at  war. 
His  majesty  set  out  from  St.  James's  on  the  28£h  of  April 
early  in  the  morning,  embarked  at  Harwich  in  the  afteSr- 
noon,  landed  the  next  day  at  Helvoetsleys,  and  arrived 
at  Hanover  on  the  2d  of  May. 

^§  IV.  Admiral  Boscawen,  with  eleven  ships  of  the 
line  and  a  frigate,  having  taken  on  board  two  regiments 
at  Plymouth,  sailed  from  thence  on  the  27th  of  April 
for  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  a  few  days  aftet 
his  arrival  there,  the  French  fleet  from  Brest  came  to 
the  same  station,  under  the  command  of  E.  Bois  de  la 
Mothe.  But  the  thick  fogs  which  prevail  upon  these 
coasts,  especially  at  that  time  of  the  year,  kept  the  two 
armaments  from  seeing  each  other ;  and  part  of  the 
French  squadron  escaped  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
whilst  another  part  of  them  went  round,  and  got  into 
the  same  river  through  the  straits  of  Belleisle,  by  a  Way 
which  was  never  known  to  be  attempted  before  by  ships 
of  the  line.  However,  whilst  the  English  fleet  lay  ofl^ 
Cape  Race,  which  is  the  southernmost  point  of  New- 
foundland, and  was  thought  to  be  the  most  proper  situa- 
tion for  intercepting  the  enemy,  two  French  ships,  the 
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Alcide^f  sixty-fourguns,  aadfour  hundred  and  eighty 
men,  and  the  Lys,  pierced  for  fifty^four  guns,  Iwt  mount- 
ing only  twenly-two,  having  eight  companies  of  land- 
forces  on  board,  being  separated  from  the  rest  of  thcuR 
fleet  in  the  fog,  iFell  in  wifli  the  Dunkirk,  captain  Howe, 
and  the  Defiance,  captain  Andrews,  two  sixty-gun  ships 
of  the  English  squadron ;  and  after  a  smart  engagement, 
which  lasted  some  hours,  and  in  which  captain  (after-i 
ward  lord)  Howe  behaved  with  the  greatest  skill  andji^- 
trepidity,  were  both  taken  with  several  considerable 
oflBcers  and  engineers,  and  about  8,000/,  in  money. 
Though  the  capture  of  these  ships,  from,  which  the 
conunencement  of  the  war  may  in  fact  be  dated,  fell 
greatly  short  of  what  was  hoped  for  from  this  expedi- 
tion ;  yet,  when  the  news  of  it  reached  England,  it  wa3 
of  infinite  service  to  the  public  credit  of  every  kind,  and 
animated  the  whole  nation,  who  now  saw  plainly  that 
the  government  was  determined  to  keep  no  farther  mea-».  . 
sures  with  the  French,  but  justly  to  repel  force  by  force, 
and  put  a  stop  to  their  sending  more  men.  and  arms  to 
invade  the  property  of  the  English  in  America,  as  they 
had  hitherto  done  with  impunity.  The  French,  whOj 
for  some  time,  did  not  even  attempt  to  make  reprisals  on 
our  shipping,  wotild  gladly  have  chosen  to  avoid  a  war 
at  that  time,  and  to  have  continued  extending  their  en- 
croachments on  our  settlements,  till  they  had  executed 
their  grand  plan  of  securing  a  communication  from,  the  ' 
Mississippi  to  Canada,  by  a  line  of  forts,  many  of  which 
they  had  already  erected.  -  \ 

§  V.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  action  at 
Paris,  the  French  ambassador^  M.  de  Mirepoix,  was  re- 
called  from  London,  and  M-  de  Bussy  from  Hanover, 
where  he  had  ju§t  arrived,  to.  attend  the  king  of  Eng- 
land in  a  public  character..  They  complained  loudly  of 
Boscawen's  attacking  the  ships,  as  a  breach  of  national 
feith ;  b)iit  it  was  justly  retorted ,  on  the  part  of  England,, 
that  their  encroachments  in  America  had  rendered  re- 
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prisals  both  justifiable  and  necessajry.  The  resolution  of 
making  them  was  4he  effect  of  mature  deliberation  in 
the  English  council.  The  vast  increase  of  the  French 
marine  of  late  years^  which  in  all  probability  would  soon 
be  employed  against  Great  Britain,  occasioned  an  order 
for  making  reprisals  general  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in 
America ;  and  that  all  French  ships,  whether  outward 
or  homeward  botmd,  should '  be  stopped,  and  brought 
into  British  ports.  To  give  the  greater  weight  to  these 
orders,  it  was  resolved  to  send  out  those  admirals  who 
had  distinguished  themselves  most  towards  the  end  of 
the  last  war.  Accordingly,  on  the  21st  of  July,  sir  Edr 
ward  Hawk^  sailed  on  a  cruise  to  the  westward,  with 
eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  sloop ;  but, 
not  meeting  with  the  French  fleet,  these  ships  returned 
to  England  about  the  latter  end  of  Septemb^  and  the 
beginning  of  October ;  on  the  14th  of  which  last  month; 
another  fleet,  consisting  of  twenty rtwo  ships  of  the  line, 
two  frigates,  and  two  sloops,  sailed  again  on  a  cruise  to 
the  westward,  under  admiral  Byng,  in  hopes  of  inter- 
cepting the  French  squadron  under  Duguay,  and  like-* 
wise  that  commanded  by  La  Mothe,  in  case  of  its  return 
from  America.  But  this  fled;  likewise  returned  to  Spit* 
head  on  the  22d  of  November,  without  having  been  ^e 
to  effect  any  thing,  though  it  was  allowed  by  all,  that  the 
'  admired  had  acted  judiciously  in  the  choice  of  his 
stations. 

§  VI.  While  these  measures  were  pursued,  for  the  ge-r 
neral  security  of  the  British  coasts  and  trade  in  Europe, 
several  new  ships  of  war  were  begun,  and  finished  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  in  his  majesty's  docks :  twielve 
frigates  or  sloops,  contracted  for  in  private  yards,  were 
completed  by  the  month  of  August,  and  twenly-four 
ships  and  twelve  colliers  were  then  taken  into  the  service 
of  the  government,  to  be  fitted  out  as  vessels  of  war,  to 
^arry  twenly  guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men 
each.     In  the  mean  time,  the  French  trade  was  so  an- 
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Qoyed  hy  the  English  cruisers,  that  before  the  end  of 
this  year,  three  hundred  of  their  merchant  ships,  many 
rf  which>  from  St.  Domingo  and  Martinico,  were  ex- 
tremely rich,  and  eight  thousand  of  their  sailors  were, 
brought  into  English  ports.  By  these  captures  the  Bri- 
tish ministry  answered  many  purposes :  they  deprived 
the  French  of  a  great  body  of  seamen,  and  withheld 
iBom  them  a  very  large  property,  the  want  of  which 
greatly  distressed  their  people,  and  ruined  many  of  theii? 
traders.  Their  outward-bound  merchant  ships  were  in- 
sured at  the  rate  of  thirty  per  cent,  whilst  the  English 
paid  no  more  than  the  common  insurance.  This  into- 
lerable burden  was  felt  by  all  degrees  of  people  amongst 
them :  their  ministry  was  publicly  reviled,  even  by  their 
parliaments :  and  the  French  name,  from  being  the  terror, 
began  to  be  the  contempt  of  Europe.  Their  uneasiness 
wafi  also  not  a  little  heightened  by  new  broils  between 
their  king  and  the  parliament  of  Paris,  occasioned  by 
the  obstinacy  of  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom,  who  seemed 
determined  to  support  the  church,  in  all  events,  against 
the  secular  tribunals,  and  as  much  as  possible  to  enforce 
the  observance  of  the  bull  Unigenitus,  which  had  long 
been  the  occasion  of  so  many  disputes  among  them. 
However^  the  parliament  continuing  firm,  and  the  French 
king*  approving  of  its  conduct,  the  ecclesiastics  thought 
proper  to  submit  for  the  present;  and  in  their  general 
assembly  this  year,  granted  him  a  free  gift  of  sixteen 
millions  of  livres,  which  he  demanded  of  them — a 
greater  sum  than  they  had  ever  given  before,  even  in 
time  of  wax. 

^  VII.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  assembly  of 
Ma^sachusett's  Bay  in  New  England  passed  an  act,  pjTo- 
hibiting  all  correspondence  with  the  French  at  Louis- 
boui^;  and  early  in  the  spring  they  raised  a  body  of 
troops,  which  was  transported  to  Nova  Scotia,  to  assist 
lieutenant-governor  Laurence  in  driving  the  French  from 
the  encroachments  they  had  made  upon  that  province. 

c2 
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Accordingly^  towards  llie  end  o£  May,  the  gbyemor  sent 
^  large  detachment  of  troops,  under  the  conunand  of 
lieutenantrcolonel  Monckton,  upon  this  service;  and 
three  frigates  and  a  sloop  were  dispatched  up  the  Bay  of 
JFundy,  under  the  command  of  captain  Rous,  to  give  their 
assistance  by  sea.  The  troops,  upon  their  arrival  at  the 
river.  Massaguash,  found  the  passage  stopped  by  a  large 
number  of  regular  forces,  rebel  neutrals,  or  Aca^ians, 
and  Indians,  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  whom  occupied  a 
blockhouse,  with  cannon  mounted  on  their  side  of  the 
river;  and  the  rest  were  posted  within  a  strong  breast- 
work of  timber,  thrown  up  by  way  of  outwork  to  the 
blockhouse.  The  English  provincials  attacked  this  place 
with  such  spirit,  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  fly,  and 
leave  them  in  possession  of  the  breastwork;  then  the  gar- 
rison in  the  blockhouse  deserted  it,  and  left  the  passage 
of  the  river  free.  From  thence  colonel  Monckton  ad- 
vanced to  the  French  fort  of  Beau-sejour,  which  he  in- 
vested, as  far  at  least  as  the  small  number  of  his  troops 
would  permit,  on  the  12th  of  June;  and,  after  four  days 
bombardment,  obliged  it  to  surrender,  though  the  French 
had  twenty-six  pieces  of  cannon  mounted,  and  plenty  of 
ammunition,  and  the  English  had  not  yet  placed  a  single 
cannon  upon  their  batteries.  The  garrison  was  sent  to 
Louisbourg,  on  condition  of  not  bearing  arms  in  America 
for  the  space  of  six  months ;  and  the  Acadians,  who  had 
joined  the  French,  were  pardoned,  in  consideration  of 
their  having  been  forced  into  that  service.  Colonel 
Monckton,  after  putting  a  garrison  into  this  place,  and 
changing  it^  name  to  that  of  Cumberland,  the  next  day 
attacked  and  reduced  the  other  French  fort  upon  the 
river  Graspereau,  which  runs  into  Bay  Verte;  where  he 
likewise  found  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores 
of  all  kinds,  that  being  the  chief  magazine  for  supplying 
the  French  Indians  ^nd  Acadians  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  other  necessaries.  He  then  disarmed  these  last, 
to  the  number  of  fifteen  thousand ;  and  in  the  mean  time. 
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captain  Roils  with  his  ships  sailed  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  St.  John,  to  attack  the  new  fort  the  French  had 
erected  there;  but  they  saved  him  that  trouble,  by  aban- 
doning it'  upon  his  appearance,  after  having  burst  their 
cannon,  blown  up  their  magazine,  arid  destroyed,  ajs  far  as 
they  had  time,  all  the  works  they  had  lately  raised.  The 
English  had  but  twenty  men  killed,  and  about  the  same 
number  wounded,  in  the  whole  of  this  expedition,  the 
success  of  which  secured  the  trariquiflity  of  Nov^ 
Scotia. 

§  VIII.  While  the  New  Englanders  were  thus  em- 
ployed in  reducing  the  French  in  Nova  Scotia,  prepara- 
tions were  made  in  Virginia  for  attacking  them  upon  the 
Ohio.  A  fort  was  built,  which  was  likewise  called  Fort 
Cumberland.  And  a  camp  formed  at  Wills's  Creek. 
On  the  14th  of  January  of  this  year,  major-general  Brad- 
dock,  with  colonel  Dunbar's  aiid  colonel  Halket's  regi- 
ments of  foot,  sailed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland,  for  Virginia, 
where  they  all  landed  safe  before  the  end  of  February. 
This  general  might  consequently  have  entered  upon  ac- 
tion early  in  the  spring,  had  he  not  been  unfortunately 
delayed  by  the  Virginian  contractors  for  the  ^my,  who, 
when  he  was  ready  to  march,  had  neither  provided  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  for  his  troops,  nor  sC  com- 
petent number  of  carriages  for  his  army.  This  accident 
was  foreseen  by  almost  every  person  who  knew  anything 
of  our  plantations  upon  the  continent  of  America;  for 
the  people  of  Virginia,  who  think  of  no  produce  but  their 
tobacco,  and  do  not  raise  com  enough  even  for  their  own 
subsistence,  being,  by  the  nature  of  their  country,  well 
provided  with  the  conveniency  of  water  conveyance,  have 
but  few  wheel-carriages,  or  beasts  of  burden ;  whereas 
Pennsylvania,  which  aboimds  in  com,  and  most  other 
sorts  of  provisions,  has  but  little  water-carriage,  espe- 
cially in  its  western  settlements,  where  its  inhabitants 
have  great  numbers  of  carts,  waggons,  and  horses.  Mr. 
Braddock  should,  therefore,  certainly,  in  point  of  pru-* 
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dence^  have  landed  in  Pennsylvania:  the  contract  for 
supplying  his  troops  should  have  been  made  with  some 
of  the  chief  planters  there,  who  could  easily  have  per^^ 
formed  their  engagements;  and  if  his  camp  had  been 
formed  near  Frank's  Town,  or  somewhere  upon  the 
south-west  borders  of  that  province,  he  would  not  have 
had  eighty  miles  to  march  from  thence  to  Fort  du  Quesne, 
instead  of  a  hundred  and  thirty  miles  that  he  had  to 
advance  from  Wills's  Creek,  where  he  did  encamp, 
through  roads  neither  better  nor  more  practicable  than 
the  other  would  have  been.  This  error,  in  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  expedition,  whether  owing  to  an  injudi- 
cious preference  fondly  given  to  the  Virginians  iri  the 
lucrative  job  of  supplying  these  troops,  or  to  any  other 
cause,  delayed  the  march  Qf  thfe  army  for  some  weeks, 
during  which  it  was  in  the  utmost  distress  for  necessaries 
of  all  kinds;  and  would  probably  have  defeated  the  ex- 
pedition entirely  for  that  summer,  had  not  the  contrac- 
tors found  means  to  procure  some  assistance  from  the 
back  settlements  of  Pennsylvania.  But  even  when  these 
supplies  did  arrive,  they  consisted  of  only  fifteen  wag- 
gons and  a  hundred  draught  horses,  instead  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  waggons,  and  three  hundred  horses,  which  the 
Virginian  contractors  had  engaged  to  furnish ;  and  the 
provisions  were  so  bad  that  they  could  not  be  used. 
However,  some  gentlemen  in  Pennsylvania,  being  applied 
to  in  this  exigency,  amply  made  up  for  these  deficiencies, 
and  the  troops  were  by  this  means  supplied  with  every 
thing  they  wanted.  Another  and  still  more  fatal  error 
was  committed  in  the  choice  of  the  commander  for  this 
expedition.  Major-general  Braddock,  who  was  appoint- 
ed to  it,  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  courage,  and  expert 
in  all  the  punctilios  of  a  review,  having  been  brought  up 
in  the  English  guards ;  but  he  was  naturally  very  haughty, 
poisitive,  and  diflicult  of  access ;  qualities  ill  suited  to  the 
temper  of  the  people  amongst  whom  he  was  to  command. 
His  extreme  severity  in  matters  of  discipline  had  rendered 
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him  unpopular  among  the  soldiers ;  and  the  strict  mili- 
tary education  in  which  he  had  been  trained  from  his 
youth,  and  which  he  prided  himself  on  scrupulously  fol- 
lowing, made  him  hold  the  American  militia  in  great 
contempt,  because  they  could  not  go  through  their  exer- 
cise with  the  same  de:i^terity  and  regularity  as  a  regiment 
of  guards  in  Hyde^park,  little  knowing,  or  indeed  being 
able  to  form  any  idea  of  the  diflference  between  the  Eu- 
ropean maimer  of  fighting,  and  an  American  expedition 
through  woods^  deserts,  and  morasi^es.  Before  he  left 
England,  he  received,  in  the  hand-writing  of  colonel 
Napier,  a  set  of  instructions  firom  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land. By  these,  the  attempt  upon  Niagara  was,  in  a  great 
measure,  referred  to.  him,  and  the  reduction  of  Crown 
Point  was  to  be  left  chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces.  But, 
above  all,  bis  royal  highness,  both  verbally,  and  in  this 
writing,  frequently  cautioned  him  carefully  to  beware  of 
an  ambush  or  surprise.  Instead  of  regarding  this  salu- 
tary caution,  his  conceit  of  his  own  abilities  made  hun 
disdain  to  ask  the  opinion  of  any  under  his  command ; 
and  the  Indians,  who  would  have  been  his  safest  guards 
s^ainst  this  danger  in  particular,  were  so  disgusted  by 
the  haughtiness  of  his  behaviour,  that  most  of  them  for- 
sook his  banners.  Under  these  disadvantages  he  began 
his  march  from  Fort  Cumberland  on  the  10th  of  June, 
at  the  head  of  about  two  thousand  two  hundred  men,  for 
the  Meadows,  where  colonel  Washington  was  defeated 
the  year  before*  Upon  his  arrival  diere,  he  was  informed 
tiiat  the  Fr^ich  at  Fort  du  Quesne,  which  had  lately 
been  built  on  the  same  river,  near  its  confluence  with  the 
Monangahela,  expected  a  reinforcement  of  five  hundred 
regular  troops-;  therefore,  that  he  might  march  with  a 
greata*  dispatch,  he  left  colonel  Dunbar,  with  eight  hun- 
dred men,  to  bring  up  the  provisions,  stores,  and  heavy 
baggage,  as  &st  as  the  nature  of  the  service  would  per- 
mit: and  with  the  other  twelve  hundred,  together  with  ten 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  necessary  ammunition  and  pro- 
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vidioDis^  he  marched  on  with:  so  much  expedition,  that  he 
seldom  took  any  time  to' reconnoitre  the  woods  or  thickets 
he  was  to  pass  through ;  as  if  the  nearer  he  ajpproached 
the  enemy,  the  farther  he  was  removed  from  danger. 
.    §  IX.  On  the  8th  of  July,  he  encamped  within  ten 
miles  of  Fort  du  Quesne.     Though  colonel  Dunbar  was 
then  near  forty  miles  behind  him,  and  his  officers,  par- 
ticularly  sir  Peter  Halket,  earnestly  entreated  hkn  to 
proceed  with  caution,  and  to  employ  the  friendly  Indians 
who  were  with  him,  by  way  of  advanced  guard,  in  case 
of  ambuscades;  yet  he  resumed  his  march  the  next  day, 
without  so  much  as  endeavouring  to  obtiain  any  intelli- 
gence of  the  situation  or  disposition  of  the'  enemy, '  or 
even  sending  put  any  scouts  to  visit  the  woods  and 
thickets  on  both  sides  of  him,  as  well  as  in  front.    With 
this  carelessness  he  was  advancing,  when,  about  noon, 
h^e  was  saluted  with  a  general  fire  upon  his  fi-ont,  and 
ajl  along  his  left  flank,  from  an  enemy  so  artfully  con- 
eealed  behind  the  trees  and  bushes,  that  not  a  man  of 
them  could  be  seen.     The  vanguard  inunediately  Ml 
back  upon  the  main  body,  and  in  an  instant  the  panic 
and  confusion  became  general ;  so  that  most  of  the  troops 
fled  with  great  precipitation,  notwithstanding  all  that 
their  officers,  some  of  whom  behaved  very  gallantly, 
could  jio  to  stop  their  career.    As  to  Braddock  himself, 
instead  of  scouring  the  thickets  and  bushes  from  whence 
the  fire  came,  with  grape-shot  from  the  ten  pieces  of 
cannon  he  had  with  him,  or  ordering  flanking  parties  of 
his  Indians  to  advance  against  the  enemy,  he  obstinately 
reinained  upon  the  spot  where  he  was,  and  gave  orders 
for  the  few  brave  officers  and  men  who  stayed  with  him 
to  form  regularly,  and  advance.     Meanwhile,  his  men 
lell  thick  about  him,  and  almost  all  his  officers  were 
singled  out,  one  after  another,  and  killed  or  wounded ; 
for  the  Indians,  who  always  take  aim  when  they  fire, 
find  aim  chiefly  at  the  officers,  distinguished  them  by 
their  dress.  At  last,  the  general,  whose  obstinacy  seemed 
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to  incite  with  the  danger^  after  having  had  som^  h{)vSjes 
sHof  under  hiria,  received  a  musket-shot  through  the  right 
arm  and  lungs,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  hours,  having 
been  carri^  off  the  field  by  the  bravery  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Gage,  and  another  of  his  officers.  '  When  he 
'  dropped,  the  confusion  of  the  few  that  remaijied  turned 
into  a  downright  and  very  disorderly  flight  across  a  river 
which  they  had  just  passed,  though  no  enemy  appeared, 
or  attempted  to  attack  them.  AH  the  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, and  baggage  of  the  army,  were  left  to  the  enemy, 
and,  among  the  rest,  the  general's  cabinet,  with  all  his 
letters  and  instructions,  which  the  French  coOrt'afterward 
made  great  use  of  in  their  printed  memorials  or  manifes- 
toes. The  loss  of  the  English  in  this  unhappy  affair 
amounted  to  seven  hundred  men.  Their  officers,  in  par- 
ticular, suffered  much  more  than  in  the  ordinary  propor- 
tion of  battles  in  Europe.  SirTeter  Halket  fell  by  the 
very  first  fire,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment :  and  the  ge- 
n^al's  secretary,  son  to  governor  Shirley,  was  killed  soon 
after.  Neither  the  number  of  men  which  the  enemy  had 
in  this  engagemeht,  nor  the  loss  which  they  sustained, 
could  be  so  much  as  guessed  at;  hut  the  French  afterward 
gave  out,  that  tjheir  number' did  not,  in  the  \^hole,  exceed 
four  hundred  men,  mostly  Indians ;  and  that  their  loss 
was  quite  inconsiderable,  as  it  probably  was,  because 
they  lay  concealed  in  such  a  manner  thiait  the  English 
knew  not  whither  ta  point  their  muskets.  The  panic  of 
X  these  last  continued  so  long,  that  th^  never  stopped  till 
they  met  the  rear  division ;  and  even  then  they  infected 
those  troops  with  their  terrors;  so  that  the  army  retreated 
without  stopping,  till  they  reached  Fort  Cumberland, 
though  the  enemy  did  not  so  much  as  attempt  to  ptursue, 
nor  ever  appeared  in  sight,  either  in  the  battle,  or  after 
the  defeat.  On  the  whole,  this  was  perhaps  the  most 
extrlior^inary  victory  that  ever  was  obtained,  and  the 
farthest  flight  that  ever  was  made. 

§  X.  Had  the  shattered  remains  of  this  army  .<;onti- 


14  ENGLAND.  [1755. 

nued  at  Fdrt  Gumberland,  and  fortified  themselyesthere^ 
as  they  might  easily  have  done,  during  the  rest  of  the 
summer,  they  would  have  been  such  a  check  upon  the 
French  and  their  scalping  Indians,  as  would  have  pre- 
vented many  of  those  ravages  that  were  committed  in  the 
ensuing  winter  upon  the  western  borders  of  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania ;  but,  instead  of  taking  that  prudent  step, 
dieir  commander  left  only  the  sick  and  wounded. at  that 
fort,  under  the  protection  of  two  companies  of  the  pro- 
vinciS,!  militia,  posted  there  by  way  of  garrison,  and 
began  his  march  on  the  2d  of  August,  with  about  six'- 
teen  hundred  men,  for  Philadelphia,  where  those  troops 
could  be  of  no  immediate  service*     From  thence,  they 
were  oixiered  away  to  Albany,  in  New  York,  by  general 
Shirley,  on  whom  the  chief  command  of  the  troops  in 
America  had  devolved  by  the  death  of  major-general 
Braddock.    Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  wctc 
by  these  means  left  entirely  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
which  they  might  have  done  eflfectually,  had  they  been 
united  in  their  councils ;  but  the  usual  disputes,  between 
their  governors  and  assemblies,  defeated  every  salutary 
plan  that  was  proposed.    Pennsylvania,  the  most  power- 
ful of  the  three,  was  rendered  quite  impotent,  either 
for  itei  own  defence,  or  that  of  its  neighbours,  by  these 
unhappiy  contests ;  though,  at  last,  the  assembly  of  that 
province,  sensible  of  the  danger  to  which  they  were 
exposed,  and  seeing  the  absolute  necessity  of  providing 
i  standing  military  force,  and  of  erecting  some  forts  to 
defend  their  western  frontier,  passed  a  bill  for  raising 
50,000/.     But  even  this  sum,  small  as  it  was,  even  to  a 
degree  of  ridicule,  considering  the  richness  of  the  pro* 
i^nce,  and  the  extent  of  its  frontier,  could  not  be  obtained ; 
the  governor  positively  refusing  to  give  his-assent  to  the 
act  of  the  assembly,  because  they  had  tared  the  proprie- 
taries estatesequally  with  thoseof  the  inhabitants,  which, 
he  said,  he  was  ordered  by  his  instructions  not  to  consent 
to,  nor  indeed  any  new  tax  upon  the  proprietaries;  and 
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the  assembly,  codmsting  chiefly  of  members  whose  estaten 
lay  in  the  eastern  or  intericMr  pi^is  of  the  j»oviiice,  as 
positively  refusing  to  alter  their  bill.  One  would  be  «pt. 
to  think)  that  in  a  case  of  such  urgent  necessity,  the 
governor  might  have  ventured  to  give  his  assent  to  the 
bill  under  a  protest,  that  it  should  not  prejudice  the  rights 
of  the  proprietaries  upon  any  fiiture  occasion ;  but  as  he 
did  not,  the  bill  was  dropped,  and  the  province  left  d&» 
fenceless ;  by  which  means  it  afterward  suflfered  severely^ 
to  the  deistruction  of  many  of  the  poor  inhabitants  upon 
the  western  frontier,  and  to  the  impressing  the  Indians 
with  a  contemptible ,  opinion  of  the  English,  and  the 
highest  esteem  of  the  French. 

§  XI.  Our  colonies  to  the  north  of  Pennsylvania  were 
more  ^active  and  more  successful  in  their  preparatiom 
for  wdr.  New  York,  following  the  exampk  of  New 
England,  passed  an  act  to  prohibit  the  sending  of  pro- 
visions to  any  French  port  or  settlement  on  the  continent 
of  North  America,  or  any  of  the  adjacent  islands;  and 
also  for  raising  45,00(W.  on  estates  real  and  personal,  for 
the  better  defence  of  their  colcmy,  which  lay  more  ex- 
posed than  any  other  to  a  French  invasion  from  Crown 
Point  However,  this  sum,  great  as  it  might  seem  t<» . 
them;  was  far  from  being  sufEcient ;  nor,  indeed,  could 
they  have  provided  properly  for  their  security^  without 
the  assistance  of  our  other  coltmies  to  the  east  of  them ; 
Wt  with  their  help,  and  the  additional  succour  of  the 
small  body  of  regular  troops  expected  under  colonel 
.  Dunbar,  they  boldly  resolved  upon  offensive  measures, 
which,  when  practicable,  are  always  the  is^est ;  and  two 
expeditions,  one  against  the  French  fort  at  Grown  Pointy 
and  the  other  against  their  fort  at  Niagara,  between  ihe 
lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  were  set  on  foot  at  the  same 
time.  The  former  of  these  expeditions  was  appointed 
to  be  executed  under  the  command  of  general  Johnson, 
a  tmtive  of  Ireland,  who  had  long  resided  upon  the  Mo- 
hock river,  in  the  western  parts  of  New  York,  where  he 
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had  acquired  a  considerable  estate,  and  was  uniyersally 
beloved,  not  only  by  the  inhabitants,  but  also  by  the 
neighbouring  Indians,  whose  language  he  had  learnt, 
and  whose  affections  he  had  gained  by  his  humanity 
towards  them.  The  expedition  against  Niagara  was 
commanded  by  general  Shirley  himself. 

§  XIL  The  rendezvous  of  the  troops  for  both  these 
expeditions  was  appointed  to  be  at  Albany,  where  most 
of  them  arrived  before  the  end  of  June;  but  the  artillery, 
batteailx,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  attempt 
upon  Crown  Point,  could  not  be  prepared  till  the  8th  of 
August,  when  general  Johnson  set  out  with  them  from 
Albany  for  the  Carrying-place  from  Hudson's  river  to 
Lake  Greorge.  There  the  troops  had  already  arrived, 
under  the  command  of  major-general  Lyman,  and  con- 
sisted of  between  five  and  six  thousand  men,  besides 
Indians,  raised  by  the  governments  of  Boston,  Connec- 
ticut, New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  York. 
Every  thing  wa^  then  prepared  as  fa^t  as  possible  for  a 
march ;  and,  towards  the  end .  of  the  month,  general 
Johnson  advanced  about  fourteen  miles  forward  with 
bis  troops,  and  encamped  in  a  very  strong  situation,  co- 
vered on  each  side  by  a  thick-wooded  swamp,  by  Lake 
George  in  his  rear^  and  by  a  brea,stwork  of  trees,  cut 
down  for  that  purpose,  m  his  front.  Here  he  resolved  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  his  batteaux,  and  afterward  to  pro- 
ceed to  Ticonderoga,  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake,  from 
whence  it  was  but  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  fort  at  the 
south  end  of  Lake  Corlaer,  or  Champlain,  called  Fort 
Frederick  by  the  French,  and  by  us  Crown  Point.  Whilst 
lie '  was  thus  encamped,  some  of  his  Indian  scouts,  of 
which  betook  care  to  send^out  numbers  along  both  sides, 
and  to  the  farther  end  of  Lake  George,  brought  him  in- 
telligence that  a  considerable  number  of , the  enemy  were 
then  on  their  march  from  Ticonderoga,  by  the  way  of 
the  south  bay,  towards  the  fortified  encamjiment,'  since 
called  Fort  Edward,  which  general  Lyman  had  built  at 
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the  CarFying^place ;  and  in  which  four  or  five  hundred 
of  the  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  men  had  been 
left  as  a  garrison.  Upon  this  information,  general  John* 
son  se^t  two  expresses,  one  after  the  other,  to  colonel 
Blancha^d,  their  commander,  with  orders  to  call  in  all  his 
out-parties,  and  to  keep  his  whole  force  within  the  in- 
trenchments.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  those  who 
had  been  sent  upon  the  second  express  returned  with  an 
accoiml  of  their  having  seen  the  enemy  within  four  miles 
of  the  camp  at  the  Carrying-place,  which  they  scarcely 
doubted  their  having  by  that  time  attacked.  Important 
as  the  defence  of  this  place  was  for  the  safety  of  the 
whole  army,  and  imminent  as  the  danger  seemed  to  be, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  general  then  called  any  C9un- 
cil  of  wjlr,  or  resolved  upon  any  thing  for  its  relief;  but 
early  the  next  morning  he  called  a  council,  wha^in  it 
was  unisidvisedly  resolved  to  detach  a  thousand  men, 
with  a  number  of  Indians,  to  intercept,  or,  as  the  gene- 
ral's expression  was  in  his  letter,  to  catch  the  enemy  in 
their  retreat,  either  as  victors,  or  as  defeated  in  their  de- 
sign. This  expedient  was  resolved  on,  though  no  one 
knew  the  number  of  the  enemy,  nor  could  obtain  any 
information  in  that  respect  from  the  Indian  scouts ;  be- 
cause the  Indians  have  no  words  or  signs  for  expressing 
aiiy  large  number,  which,  when  it  exceeds  their  reckon- 
ing, they  signify  by  pointing  to  the  stars  in  the  firma- 
ment, or  tb  the  hair  of  their  head ;  and  this  they  often 
do  to  denote  a  number  less  than  a  thousand,  as  well  as 
to  signify  ten  thousand,  or  any  greater  number. 

^  XIII/  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  thousand  men,  with  two  hundred  Indians,  wer^ 
detachied  under  the  command  of  colonel  Williams ;  but 
they  had  not  been  gone  two  hours,  when  those  in  the 
camp  began  to  hear  a  close  firing,  at  about  three  or  four 
miles  distance,  as  they  judged ;  as  it  approached  nearer 
and  nearer,  they  rightly  supposed  that  the  detachment 
was  overpowered,  smd  retreating  towards  the  camp'; 
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which  was  soon.confinned  by  some  fiigitives,  and  pte-* 
sently  after  by  whole  companies,  who  fled  back  in  great 
ooofuaion.  .In  a  very  short  time  after,  the  enemy  appeared 
mar^^hii^  in  regular  order  up  to  the  centre  of  the  camp^ 
where  the  consternation  was  so  great,  that,  if  they  had 
attacked  the  breastwork  directly,  they  might  probably 
haye  thrown  all  into  confusion,  and  obtained  an  easy 
victory ;   but,  fortunately  for  the  English,  they  halted 
for  some  time  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distance, 
and  from  thence  began  their  attack  with  platoon-firings 
too  far  off  to  do  much  hurt,  especially  against  troops  who 
were  defended  by  a  strong  breastwork.  On  the  contrary, 
this  ineffectual  fire  served  only  to  raise  the  spirits  of  these 
last,  who,  having  prepared  their  artillery  during  the  time 
that  the  French  halted,  began  to  play  it  so  briskly  upon 
the  enemy,  that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  their  ser-* 
vice  fled  immediately  into  the  woods  on  each  side  of  the 
camp,  and  there  squatted  under  bushes,  or  sculked  be^ 
hind  trees,  from  whence  they  continued  firing  with  very 
,little  execution,  most  of  their  shot  being  intercepted  by 
the  brakes  and  thickets ;  for  they  never  had  the  couri^e 
to  Advance  to  the  verge  of  the  wood.     Baron  Dieskau^ 
who  commanded  the  French,  being  thus  left  alone  with 
his  regular  troops,  at  the  front  of  the  camp,  finding  he 
could  not  make  a  close  attack  upon  the  centre  with  his 
i^mall  number  of  men,  moved  first  to  the  left,  and  then 
to  the  right,  at  both  which  places  he  endeavoured  to 
force  a  passage,  but  was  repulsed,  being  unsupported  by 
the  irregulars.     Instead  of  retreating,  as  he  ought  in 
prudence  to  have  done,  he  still  continued  his  platoon 
%nd  bush-firing  till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  during 
which  time  his  regular  troops  suffered  greatly  by  the  fire 
from  the  camp,  and  were  at  last  thrown  into  confusion ; 
which  was  no  sooner  perceived  by  general  Johnson's 
men,  than  they,  without  waiting  for  orders,  leaped  over 
their  breastwork,  attacked  the  enemy  on  all  sides,  and 
after  killing  and  taking  a  considerable  number  of  them. 
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etitixely  dispersed  the  rest.  The  French,  whose  nmaber^, 
at  the  beginning  of  this  engagement,  amounted  to  about 
two  thousand  men,  including  two  hundjred  grenadiers, 
eight  hundred  Canadians,  and  the  rest  Indiajis  of  diSki^ 
rent  nations^  had  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  men 
killed,  and  thirty  taken  prisoners :  among  the  latter  was 
baron  Dieskau  himself,  whom  they  found  at  a  little  dis^ 
tance  from  the  field  of  battle,  dangerously  wounded,  and 
leaning  on  the  stump  of  a  tree  for  his  support.  The 
English  lost  about  two  hundred  men,  and  those  chiefly 
of  the  detachment  under  colonel  Williams ;  for  they  had 
very  few  either  killed  or  wounded  in  the  attack  upon 
their  camp,  and  not  any  of  distinction,  except  colonel 
Titcomb  killed,  and  the  general  himself  and  major  Ni* 
chols  wounded.  Among  the  slain  of  the  detachment^ 
which  would  probably  have  been  entirely  cut  off  had  not 
tieutenant-colonel  Cole  been  sent  out  from  the  camp  with 
three  hundred  men,  with  which,  he  stopped  the  enemy'a 
pursuit,  and  recovered  the  retreat  of  his  friends,  were 
colonel  Williams,  major  Ashley,  six  captains,  and  seve^ 
ml  subalterns,  besides  private  men ;  and  tha  Indians 
reckoned  that  they  had  lo^t  forty  men,  besides  the  brave 
old  Hendrick,  the  Mohock  Sachem,  or  chief  captain.  • 
§  XIV.  When  baron  Dieskau  set  out  from  Ticonde-» 
rog^  his  design  was  only  to  surprise;  and  cut,  off  the  in- 
trenched camp,  now  called  Fort  Edward,  at  the  Carryrt 
ing-plaice,  where  there  were  but  four  or  five  hiindmd 
men.  If  he.  had  executed  this  scheme  our  army  would 
have  been  thrown  into  great  difiiculties;  for  it  could 
neither  have  proceeded  farther,  nor  have  subsisted  where 
U  was,  and  he  might  have  found  an  opportunity  to  attax^k 
it  with  great  advantage  in  its  retreat.  But  wh^i  he  was 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  that  fort,  his  people  were 
inf(»rmed  that  there  were  several  cannon  there,  and  none 
s^t  the  camp;  upon  which  they  all  desired  to  be  led  on 
to  this  last^  which  he  the  more  readily  consented  to,  as 
he  h^self  had  been  told  by  an  English  prisoner,  who 
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had  left  this  camp  but  a  few  days  before,  that  it  was  quite 
defenceless,  being  without  any  lines,  and  destitute  of 
cannon;  which,  in  effect,  was  true  at  that  time ;  for  the 
cannon  did  not  arrive,  nor  was  the  breastwork  erected, 
till  about  two  days  before  the  engagement.  To  this 
misinformation,  therefore,  must  be  imputed  this  step, 
which  would  otherwise  be  inconsistent  with  the  general 
character  and  abilities  of  baron  Dieskau.  A  less  justi- 
fiable error  seems  to  have  been  committed  by  general 
Johnson,  in  not  detaching  a  party  to  pursue  the  enemy 
when  they  were  defeated-  and  fled.  Perhaps  he  was 
prevented  from  so  doing  by  the  ill  fate  of  the  detachment 
he  had  sent  out  in  the  morning  under  colonel  Williams. 
However  that  may  be,  his  neglect,  in  this  respect,  had 
like  to  have  been  fatal  the  next  day  to  a  detachment*sent 
from  Fort  Edward,  consisting  of  a  hundred  and  twenty 
men  of  the  New  Hampshire  regiment,  under  captain 
M^Ginnes,  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  army  at  the  camp. 
This  party  fell  in  with  between  three  and  four  hundred 
men  of  Dieskau's  troops,  near  the  spot  where  colonel 
Williams  had  been  defeated  the  day  before;  butM^Ginnes 
having  timely  notice  by  his  scouts  of  the  approach  of  an 
enemy,  made  such  a  disposition,  that  he  not  only  repulsed 
the  assailants,  but  defeated  and  entirely  dispersed  them, 
with  the  loss  only  of  two  men  killed,  eleven  wounded, 
and  five  missing.  He  himself  unfortunately  died  of  the 
wounds  he  received  in  this  engagement,  a  few  days 
after  he  arrived  at  the  camp  with  his  party. 

§  XV.  It  was  now  judged  too  late  in  the  year  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  attack  of  Crown  Point,  as  it  would  have  been 
necessary,  in  that  case,  to  build  a  strong  fort  in  the  place- 
where  the  camp  then  was,  in  order  to  secure  a  commu- 
nication with  Albany,  from  whence  only  the  troops  could 
expect  to  be  reinforced,  or  supplied  with  fresh  stores  of 
ammunition  or  provisions.  They,  therefore,  set  out  upon 
their  return  soon  after  this  engagement,  having  first 
erected  a  little  stockaded  fort,  at  the  hither  end  of  Lake 
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George,  in  which  they  left  st  small  garrison,  as  a  futare 
prey  for  the  enemy;  a  misfortune  which  might  easily 
have  been  foreseen,  because  this  whole  army,  being 
country  militia,  was  to  be  disbanded,  and  return  to  their 
respective  homes,  as  they  a^ctually  did  soon  after  their 
retreat  to  Albany.  This  was  all  the  glory,  this  all  the. 
advantage,  that  the  English  nation  acquired  by  such  an 
escpensive  expedition.  But  so  little  had  the  English 
been,  accustomed  of  late  to  hear' of  victory,  that  they  re- 
joiced at  this  advantage,  as  if  it  had  been  an  action  of 
the  greatest  consequence.  The  general  was  highly 
applauded  for  his  conduct,  and  liberally  rewarded:  for 
he  was  created  a  baronet  by  his  majesty,  and  presented 
with  5000/.  by  tke  parliament. 

§  XVI.  The  preparations  for  general  Shirley's  expe- 
dition against  Niagara  were,  not  only  deficient,  but 
shamefully  slow;  though  it  was  well  known  that  even 
the  possibility  of  his  success  must,  in  a  great  measure,^ 
depend  upon  his  setting  out  early  in  the  year,  as  will 
appear  *to  any  person  who  considers  the  situation  of  our 
fort  at  Oswego,  this  being  the  only  way  by  which  he 
could  proceed  to  Niagara.     Osw^o  lies  on  the  south- 
east side  of  the  lake  Ontario,  near  three  hundred  miles 
almost  due  west  from  Albany  in  New  York.     The  way 
to  it  from  thence,  though  long  und  tedious^  is  the  more 
convenient,  as  the  far  greater  part  of  it  admits  of  water- 
carriage,  by  what  the  inhabitants  called  batteaux^  which 
are  a  kind  of  light  flat-bottomed  boats,  widest  in  the 
middle,  and  pointed  at  each  endy  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred weight  burden,  and  managed  by  two  men,  called 
batteau  men,  vrith  paddles  and  setting-poles,  the  rivers 
bdng  in  many  places  too  narrow  to  admitof  oars.  From 
Albany  to  the  village  of  Shenactady,  about  sixteen  miles, 
is  a  good  waggon  .road.    From  thence  to  the  little  Falls 
in  the  Mohock  river,  being  sixty-five  miles,  the  passage 
is  by  water-<;arriage  up  that  river,  and  consequently 
aga^inst  the  stream/  which  in  many  places  is  somewhat 
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rapid,  and  in  others  so  shallow,  that,  mrhen  the  river  is 
low,  the  watermen  are  obliged  to  get  out,  and  draw  their 
batteaux  over  the  rifts.  ,  At  the  little  Falls  is  a  postage, 
or  land-carriage,  for  about  a  mile,  over,  a  ground  so 
marshy,  that  it  will  not  bear  any  wheel-carriage ;  but  a 
colony  of  Germans  settled  there  attend  with  sledges,  on 
which  they  draw  the  loaded  batteaux  to  the  next  place 
of  embarkation  upon  the  same  river.  From  thence  .they 
proceed  by  water  up  that  river,  for  fifty  miles,  to  the 
Cariying-place,  near  the  head  of  it,  where  there  is  an- 
other postage,  the  length  of  which  depends  upon  the  dry- 
ness or  wetness  of  the  season,  but  is  generally  about  six 
or  eight  piiles  over  in  the  summer  months.  Here  the  ^ 
batteaux  are  again  carried  upon  sledges,  till  they  come  to 
a  narrow  river  called  Wood's  Creek,  down  which  they  are 
wafted  on  a  gentle  stream,  for  about  forty  miles,  into  the 
lake  Oneyada,  which  i^etches  from  east  to  west  about 
thirty  miles,  and  is  passed  with  greajt  ease  and  safely  in 
calm  weather.  At  the  western  end  of  the  lake  is  the 
river  Ononds^,  which,  after  a  course  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  miles,  unites  with  the  river  Cayuga,  or  Seneca, 
and  their  united  streams  run  into  the  lake  Ontario,  at  the 
place  where  Oswego  fort  is  situated.  But  this  river  is 
so  rapid  as  to  be  sometimes  dangerous,  besides  its  being 
full  of  rifts  and  rocks;  and  about  twelve  miles  on  this 
side  of  Oswego  there  |S  a  fall  of  eleven  feet  perpendiculap, 
wh^ro  there  is  c<Misequently  a  postage,  which,  however, 
does  not  exceed  forty  ynjds.  From  thence  the  passage 
is  easy,  quite  to  Oswego.  The  lake  Ontoprio,  on  whieh 
this  f^rt  stands,  is  near  two  hundred  and  eigh^  leagues 
in  circwnference;  its  figure  is  oval,  and  its  depth  runs 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  fathoms.  On  the  north  side 
of  it  are  several  little  gul£i.  There  is  a' communication 
between  this  lake  and  that  of  the  Hurons  by  the  river 
Tanasuate,  from  whence  it  is  a  land-carriage  of  six  or 
ei^ht  leagaes  to  the  river  Toronto,  which  foils  into  it. 
The  French  have  two  forts  of  consequence  on  this  lake; 
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Frontoiab,  wbich  commands  the  riTer  St.  Lawrence, 
where  the  lake  communicates  with  it;  and  Niagara, 
which  commands  the  communication  between  the  lake 
Ontario  and  the  lake  Erie.  But  of  these  forts,  and  this 
last  lake,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world,  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter. 

'  §  XVIL  Though  we  had  long  been  in  possession  6f 
Fort  Oswego,  and  though  it  lay  greatly  exposed  to  the 
French,  particularly  to  those  of  Canada,  upon  any  rup- 
ture between  the  two  nations,  we  had  never  taken  care 
to  render  it  tolerably  defensible,  or  even  to  build  a  single 
vessel  fit  for  navigating  the  lake  1  nor  was  this  strange 
neglect  ever  taken  effectual  notice  of,  til)  the  beginning 
49f  thi»  year,  when,  at  a  meeting  wbich  general  Braddock 
had  in  April  with  the  governors  and  chief  gentlemen  of 
several  of  our  colonies  at  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  it  was 
resolved  to  strengthen  both  the  fort  and  garrison  at 
Osw^o,  and  to  build  some  large  vessels  at  that  place. 
Aeeordingly^  anumber  of  shipwrights  wA.  workmen  were 
sent  thither  in  May  and  June. '  At  &e  same  time,  cap 
tain  Bradstreet  marched  thither  with  two  companies  of 
a  hundred  men  each,  to  reinforce  the  bnnd'red  that  were 
there  before  underoaptainKing,to  whieh  number  the  gar* 
fiaon  had  been  increased  since  our^^ontests  with  France 
began  to.  gnow  serious.  Foi^  a  long  time  belbie,  not  above 
twenlynfive  men  weie  left  to  defend  this  post,  which^  from 
its  ^reat  importance,  and  the  situation  of  affairs  at  this 
jiinotare)  most  certainly  required  a  mnch  stronger  gar- 
visoii  than  was  put  into  it  even  at  this  period :  but  eco- 
noiny  was  the  chief  thing  consulted  in  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  and  ta^t,  in  a  great  measure,  was  owing  its 
kmg  duration. 

§  SIVIIL  From  the  above  ddsdripticNEi  of  the  passage 
&iHiiv Att>any  to  Oswego,  it  is  plain  how  necessary  it  was 
that  the  troops  intended  fer  this  expedition  should  have 
set  out  early  in  the  spring.  But  instead  of  that,  the  veiy 
first  of  ttem,  colonel  Schuyler's  New  Jersey  regiment, 
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did  not  biegin  their  inarch  till  after  the  beginning  of 
July,  and  just  as  Shirley's  and  Pepperell's  regiments 
were  preparing  to  follow,  the  melancholy  account  of 
Braddock's  disaster  arrived  at  Albany,  where  it  so  damped 
the  spirits  of  the  people,  and  spread  such  a  terror,  that 
many  of  the  troops  deserted,  and  most  of  the  batteau 
men  dispersed,  and  ran  home,  by  which  means  even  all 
the  accessary  stores  could  not  be  carried  along  with  die 
troops.  Notwithstanding  this  disappointment,  geaeral 
Shirl^  set  out  from  Albany  before  the  end  of  July,  with 
as  many  of  the  troops  and  stores  as  he  could  procure  a 
conveyance  for,  hoping  to  be  joined  in  his  route  by  great 
numbers  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  he 
sent  invitations  to  that  effect,  as  he  passed  their  settle* 
ments;  but  they,  instead  of  complying  with  his  desire, 
absolutely  declared  against  all  hostilities  on  that  side  of 
the  country ;  and  insisted  that  Oswego,  being  a  place  of 
traffic  and  peace,  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  either  by  the 
English  or  the  French,  as  if  they  could  have  persuaded 
both  parties  to  agree  to  such  a  local  truce.  Upon  this 
refusal,  Mr.  Shirley  proceeded  forward,  being  joined  by 
very  few  Indians,  and  arrived  at  Oswego  on  the  17th  or 
18th' of  August;  but  the  rest  of  the  iroops  and  artillery 
did  not  arrive  till  the  last  day  of  that  month ;  and  «ven 
then;  their  store  of  provisions  was  not  sufficient  to  en- 
able them  to  proceed  against  Niagara,  though  some  tole- 
rably good  vessels  had  by  this  time  been  built  and.  got 
ready  for  that  purpose.  ,  The  general  now  resolved  to 
take  but  six  ^hundred  men  with  him  for  the. attack  of 
Niagara,  and  to  leave  the  Test  of  his  army,  consisting  of 
about  fourteen  hundred  more,  at  Oswego,  to  defend  that 
place,  in  case  the  French  should  attack  it  in  his  absence, 
which  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  they  might,  as 
they  then  had  a  considerable  force  at  Fort  Froutenac^ 
from  whence  they  could  easily  cross  over  the  lake  Gn-^ 
tario  to  Osw^o.  However,  he  was  still  obliged  to  wait 
at  Oswego  for  provisions,  of  which  at  length  a  small 
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su{^ly  arrived  on  tlie  26th  of  September,  barely  sufficient 
to  support  his  men  during  their  intended  expedition,  and 
to  allow  twelve  days'  short  subsistence  for  those  he  left 
behind.  But  by  this  time  the  rainy  boisterous  season 
had  begun,  on  which  account  most  of  his  Indians  had 
already  left  him,  and  were  returned  home ;  and  the  few 
that  remained  with  him  declared  that  there  was  na  cross- 
ing, the  lake  Ontario  in  batteaux  at  that  season,  or  any 
time  before  the  next  summer.  In  this  perplexity,  he  called 
a  council  of  war,  which,  after  weighing  all  circumstances^ 
unanimously  resolved  to  defer  the  attempt  upon  Niagara 
till  the  next  year,  and  to  employ  the  troops,  whilst  they 
remained  at  Oswego,  in  building  barracks,  and  erecting, 
or  at  least  beginning  to  erect,  two  new  forts,  one  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  Onondaga,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  distant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  to  command, 
as  well  as  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,^  and  to  be  called 
Ontario  Fort;  and  the  other  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
west  of  the  old  fort,  to  be  called  Oswego  New  Fort-  . 

§  XIX.  These  things  being' agreed  on,  general  Shir- 
ley, with  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, set  out  on  his  return  to  Albany  on  the  24th  of 
October,  leaving  colonel  Mercer,  with  a  garrison  of  about 
seven  hundred  men,  at  Oswego;  though  repeated  advice 
had  been  received  that  the  French  had  then  at  least  a 
thousand  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontenae,  upon  the  same 
lake;  and,  what  was  still  worse,  the  new  forts  were  not 
yet  near  completed;  but  left  to.  be  finished  by  the  hard 
labour  of  colonel  Mercer  and  his  little  garrison,  with  the 
addition  of  this  nielancholy  circmristance^that,  if  besieged 
by  the.  enen]ty  in  the  winter,  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
his  friends  to  come  to  his  assistance.  .  Thus  ended  this 
year's  unfortimate  campaign,  during  which  the  French, 
with  ^e  assistance  of  their  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
murders,  scalping,  captivating,  and  laying  waste  the 
western  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  during 
the  whole  winter. 
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§  XX.  The  ministers  of  the  two  jarring  powers  were 
very  busily  employed  this  year  at  most  of  the  courts  irf 
Europe;  but  their  transactions  were  kept  extremely  se- 
cret.   The  French  endeavoured  to  inspire  the  Spwiards 
with  a  jealousy  of  the  strength  of  the  English  by  sea, 
especially  in  America;  and  the  Spanish  court  seemed 
inclined  to  accept  of  the  office  of  mediator;  but  Mr. 
Wall,  who  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  affidra  between  England  and  France^  seconded  the 
representations  of  the  British  ministry,  which  demon-' 
strated,  that,  however  willing  Great  Britain  might  be  to 
accept  of  the  mediation  of  ^ain,  she  could  not  agree  to 
any  si^eqpension  <^  arms  in  America,  which  France  iU'* 
sisted  on  as  a  prdiifninary  condition,  without  hazarding 
the  whole  of  her  interest  there;  and  that  the  captures 
which  had  been  inade  by  the  English  were  the  necessary 
eotisequences  of  the  encroachments  and  injustice  of  the 
French,  particularly  in  that  country.    Upon  this  remon- 
strance, all  farther  talk  of  the  mediation  of  Spain  was 
dropped,  and  the  ministry  of  Versailles  had  recourse  to 
the  princes  of  Germany;  amongst  whom  the  elector  of 
Cologne  was  soon  brought  over  to  their  party,  so  as  to 
consent  to  their  forming  magazines  in  his  territories  in 
Westphalia.   This  was  a  plain  indication  of  their  design 
against  Hanover,  which  they  soon  after  made  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  •  who  was  then  at  Hanover,  an  offer  of 
spaxingy  if  he  would  agree  to  certain  conditions  of  neu- 
trality for  that  electorate,  which  he  rejected  with  disdain. 
Then  the  count  d'Aubeterre,  envoy  extraordinary  from 
France  at  the  cpurt  of  Vi^ma,  proposed  a  secret  nego- 
tiation with  the  ministers  of  the  empress-queen.    The 
secret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Petersburgh,  between  Ae 
two  empresses,  had  stipulated  a  kind  of  partition  of  the 
Prussian  territories,  in  case  that  prince  should  infringe 
the  treaty  of  Dresden;  but  his  Britannic  majesty,  though 
often  invited,  had  always  refused  to  agree  to  any  such 
stipulation :  and  the  king  of  Poland,  howsoever  he  might 
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be  inclined  to  fkvonr  the  schemej  did  not  dare  to  avow 
it  fonnally,  tfll  matters  should  be  more  ripe  for  earry*^ 
mg  it  into  execution.  The  court  of  Vienna,  whose  fa* 
vourite  measure  this  was,  began  to  listen  to  d'Aubeterre  s 
insinuations,  and  by  d^rees  entered  into  negotiations 
with  him,  which,  in  the  end,  were  productive  of  that 
unnatural  confederacy  between  the  empress-queen  and 
the  king  of  France,  of  which  farther  notice  will  be  taken 
in  the  occurrences  of  the  next  year,  when  the  treaty 
between  them,  into  which  they  ailerward  found  means 
secretly  to  bring  the  empress  of  Russia,  was  concluded 
at  Versailles, 

^  XXI.  The  king  of  England,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  the  French  would  invade  Hanover  in  consequence 
of  their  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  which  seemed  to  be 
near  at  hand^  began  to  take  measures  for  the  defence  of 
that  electorate.  To  this  end,  during  his  stay  at  Hanover, 
he  concluded,  on  the  18th  of  June,  a  treaty  with  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  by  which  his  serene  highness 
^slgaged  to  hold  in  readiness,  during  four  years,  for  his 
majesty's  service,  a  body  of  eight  thousand  men,  to  be 
employed,  if  required,  upon  the  continent,  or  in  Britain 
or  Ireland;  but  not  on  board  the  fleet,  or  beyond  the 
seas;  and  also,  if  his  Britannic  majesty  should  judge  it 
necessary  or  advantageous  for  his  service,  to  furnish  aad 
joiil  to  this  body  of  eight  thousand  men,  within  six  moi^bs 
after  they  should  be  demanded^  four  thousand  more,  of 
which  seven  hundred  were  to  be  horse  or  dragoons,  and 
ealeh  regiment  of  infantry  to  have,  two  field-pieces  of 
cdnnon.*'    Another  treaty  was  begun  with  Russia  ahout 

b  The  king,  on  his  side,  promised  to  pay  to  the  landgrave  for  these  succours, 
eighty  cxo^ms  banco,  by  wa^  of  levy  money,  for  erery  trooper  or  dxagooa  duly 
armed  and  mounted,  and  thirty  crowns  banco  for  every  foot  soldier ;  the  crown  to 
be  reckoned  at  fifty-three  sols  of  Holland,  or  at  fo/br  smllings  and  n]ne>pence  three 
farthings  English  money  ;  and  also  to  pay  to  his  serene  highness  for  the  eight 
iSionsand  men,  an  annual  subsidy  of  a  btindred  and  fifty,  thousand  crowtui  banco, 
durms  the  four  y^ars,  to'  commence  from  the  day  of  signing  the  treaty;  which 
subsidy  was  to  be  incireased  to  three  hundred  thousand  crowns  joarly,  ^om  the 
time  of  requiring  the  troops,  to  the  time  of  their  entering  into  British  pay ;  aad 
.  in  case  of  their  being  dismissed,  th€  said  subsidy  of  three  hundredlhinXBand  crowns 
was  then  to  revive  and  be  continued  during  the  residue  of  tiie»tertn :  birt  if  twfilve 
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the  same  time:  but  this  did  not  take  effect  during^  bis 
majesty's  residence  at  Hanover:  that  others  were  not 
concluded  was  the  more  surprising,  as  our  subsidy  treaty 
with  Saxony  had  then  expired,  and  that  with  Bavaria 
was  near  expiring,  and  as  the  securing  of  these  two 
princes  in  our  interest  was  at  least  as  necessary  towards 
forming  a  suiEeient  confederacy  upon  the  continent  for 
the  defence  of  Hanover,  as  it  was  to  secure  the  landgrave 
of  Hejsse-Cassel.  If  the  reason  of  their  not  being  en-  . 
gaged,  and  no  other  seems  so  probable,  was,  that  they 
refused  to  renew  their  treaties  with  England,  upon  any 
terms,  all  that  can  be  said  is,  that  they  were  guilty  of 
flagrant  ingratitude,  as  they  had  both  received  a  subsidy 
from  this,  kingdom  for  many  years  in  time  of  peace, 
when  they  neither  were  nor  could  be  of  any  service  to 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain* 

§  XXn.  On  the  16th  of  Julyj  an  express  arrived  from 
admiral  Boscawen,  with  an  account  of  his  having  taken 
the  two  French  ships  of  war,  the  Alcide  and  the  Lys. 
This  was  certainly  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the 
court  (rf  France;  for  had  they  apprehended  any  such 
attack,  Ihey  would  not  have  ordered  Mr.  Macnamara  to 
return  to  Brest  with  the  chief  part  of  their  squadron; 
nor  was  it  perhaps  less  contrary  to  the  expectation  of 
some  of  our  own  ministry:  but  as  matters  had  been  car- 
ried so  far,  it  was  then  too  late  to  retreat;  and  therefore 
orders  were  soon  after  given  to  all  our  ^ips  of  war  to 
make  reprisals  upon  the  French,  by  taking  their  ships 
wherever  they  should  meet  them.  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  21st  of  July,  with  eigh- 
teen ships  of  war,  to  watch  the  return  of  the  French  fleet 
from  Ammca,  which,  however,  escaped  him,  and  arrived 
at  Brest  on  the  3d  day  of  September^     Cominodore 

.UiouBand  men  weore  demanded  and  faiaished,  the  subsidy  was  then  to  be  increased 
;in  pvopottion :  and  in  case  the  king  of  Great  Britain  should  at  any  time  think  fit  to 
Mnd  back  these  troops,  before  the  expiration  of  the  treaty,  notice  thereof  was  to 
be  givte  to  his  serene  highness  three  months  beforehand^  one  month's  pay.  was 
to  he  allowed  them  for  their  return^  and  they  were  to  be  fiunished  gratis. with  the 
necc^saury  transport  Vessels. 
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Frankland  sailed  from  Spithead  for  the  West  Indies  on 
the  13th  of  August,  with-  four  ships  of  war,  furnished 
with  orders  to  commit  hostilities,  as  well  as  to  protect 
our  trade  and  sugar  islands  from  any  insult  that  the 
French  might  offer;  and  the  duke  de  Mirepoix,  their 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  Lcmdon,  set  out  f6r  Paris  on 
the  22d  of  July,  without  taking  leave. 

§  XXHI.  A  war  being  thus  in  some  measure  begun, 
his  majesty  thought  proper,  perhaps  for  that  reason,  to 
return  to  his  British  dominions  sooner  than  usual ;  for 
he  left  Hanover  on  the  8th  of  September,  and  anrived 
on  the  16th  at  Kensington,  where  the  treaty  of  alliance 
between  him  and  the  empress  of  Russia,  which  he  had 
begun  during  his  absence,  was  concluded  on  the  30th 
of  the  same  month.  By  this  treaty,  her  Russian  majesty 
ei]^aged  to  hold  in  readiness  in  Livonia,  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  Lithuania,  a  body  of  troops  consisting  of  forty 
thousand  infantry,  with  the  necessary  artillery,  and  fif- 
teen thousand  cavalry ;  and  also  on  the  coast  of  the  same 
province,  forty  or  fifty  galleys,  with  the  necessary  crews ; 
to  be  ready  to  act,  upon  the  first  order,  in  his  majesty's 
service,  in  case,  said  the  fifth  article,  which  was  the 
most .  remarkable,  that  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  in  Germany  should  be  invaded,  on  account  of 
the  interests  and  disputes  which  regard  his  kingdoms ; 
her  imperial  majesty  declaring  that  she  would  Ipok  upon 
such  an  invasion  as  a  case  of  the  alliance  of  the  year 
1742 ;  and  that  the  said  dominions  should  be  therein^ 
comprised  in  this  respect :  but  neither  these  troops  nor 
galleys  were  to  be  put  in  motion,  unless  his  Britannic 
majesty,  or  his  allies,  should  be  somewhere  attacked;  in 
which  case  the  Russian  general  should  march,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  requisition,  to  make  a  diversion  with  thirty 
thousand  infantry  and  fifteen  thousand  cavaliy;  and 
should  embark  on  board  the  galleys  the  other  ten  thou- 
sand infantry,  to  make  a  descent  according  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  affair.     On  the  other  side,  his  Britannic 
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majesty  engaged  to  pay  W  her  Rttsdiaxi  majeilty  an 
amiual  subsidy  of  100,000/.  sterling  a  year,  each  year 
to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  to  be  reckoned  from  tlie  day 
of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  to  the  day  that  these 
troops  should  upon  requisition  march  out  of  Russia ; 
from  which  day  the  annual  subsidy  to  h^  imperial 
majesty  was  to  be  500,000/.  sterling,  to  be  paid  always 
four  months  in  advance,  until  the  troops  should  return 
into  the  Russian  dominions,  and  for  three  months  aft^ 
their  return. ,  His  Britanznc  ms^esty,  who  was  to  be  at 
liberty  to  send  once  every  year  into  the  said  province  of 
Livonia  a  commissary,  to  see  and  examine  die  number, 
and  condition  of  the  said  troops,  farther  engaged,  that, 
in  case  her  Russian  majesty  should  be  disturbed  in  this 
diversion^  or  attadced  herself,  he  would  fiimish  immedi- 
ately the  succour  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1 742 ;  and 
that  in  case  a  war  sho^uld  break  out,  he  would  send  intd 
the  Baltic  a  squadron  of  his  ships,  of  a  force  suitable  to 
the  circumstances.  This  was  the  chief  substance  of  the 
treaty  which,  by  agreement  of  both  parties,  was  to  sufa^ 
sist  for  four  years  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratificatioiis; 
but  in  the  seventh  article  these  words  were  unhiekily 
inserted;  ^^  Considering  also  the  proximity  ^  the  coun- 
tries wherein  the  diversion  in  question  will  probably  b^ 
made,  and  the  fecility  her  troops  will  probably  have  of 
subsisting  immediately  in  an  enemy's  country,  she  takes 
upon  herself  alone,  during  such  a  diversion,  the  subsist- 
ence and  treatment  of  the  said  troq)s  by  sea  and  land." 
And  in  the  eleventh  article  it  was  stiprulat<bd,  that  all  the 
plunder  the  Ru^ian  army  should  take  from  the  ^lemy 
should  belong,  to  them.  That  his  Britannie  majesty, 
who  now  knew  enough  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  be  sen- 
sible that  he  could  expect  no  assistance  from  thence  ia 
case  his  German  domimooxs  were  invaded,  should  enter 
into  this  convention  with  the  empress  of  Russia,^in  order 
to  strengthen  his  defence  upon  the  continent,  was  ex- 
tremely natural ;   especially  as  he  had  lately  lived  in 
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great  firi^dship  with  her,  and  her  frantiactiond  with  the 
cputt  of  France  hod  been  so  secret,  hy  passii^  through 
only  that  of  Vienna,  that  he  had  not  yet  beeainfono^ 
(rf*  them:  neither  had  the  {krcrject  of  the  treaty  of  Ver« 
sailles  then  come  to  his  Imowledge,  or  to  that  of  the  king 
of  Prussia,  nor  had  either  of  these  princes  yet  made  fOiy 
formal  advances  t6  ihe  other. 

§  XXIV.  The  first  intimation  that  appeared  puUioly 
of  the  negotiations  of  France  with  the  empress  of  Qer* 
many,  was,  when  the  French  minister,  count  d'Aube- 
terre,  declared  at  Vienna^  ^'  that  the  warlike  designs  with 
which  the  king  his  master  was  chained,  were  sufficiwtly 
confuted  by  his  great  moderation,  of  which  all  Europe 
had  manifold  proofs :  that  his  majesty  was  pearsuad^ 
this  groundless  charge  had  given  as  much  indignation 
to  their  imperial  majesties  as  to  himself:  that  be  was 
firmly  resolved  to  preserve  to  Christendom  that  tranquS* 
lity  which  it  enjoyed  through  his  good  faith,  in  religiously 
observing  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-*Chapelle ;  but  that  if  his 
Britannic  majesty's  allies  should  take  part  in  the  war 
which  was  kindled  in  America^  by  fiimishing  succoimi 
to  the  English,  his  majesty  would  be  authorized  to  con^ 
sider  and  t^eat  them  as  principals  in  it"  France  \ikemm . 
made  the  same  declaration  to  other  courts* 

§  XXV.  The  words  and  stipulation  in  the  above  re- 
cited clause,  in  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  eif  Great 
Britain  with  Russia,  were  looked  on  as  a  menace  levelled 
at- the  king  of  Prussia,  who,  having  sometime  fovind 
means  to  procure  a  copy  of  this  treaty,  and  seeing  it  in 
that  light,  boldly  declared,  by  his  ininisters  at  all  thie 
courts  of  E\u-ope,  that  he  would  oppose,  with  his  utmost 
force,  the  entrance  of  any  fore%n  troops  into  the  empire, 
under  any  pretence  whatever.  This  declaration  was 
particularly  displeasing  to  the  French,  who  had  already 
marched  large  bodies  of  troops  towards  the  fr<«tiers  of 
the  empire,  and  erected  some  great  magazines  in  West- 
phalia, with  the  permission  of  the  elector  of  Cologne, 
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for  which  the  English  minister  at  his  court  was,  in 
Aiigus;t,  ordered  to  withdraw  from  thence  without  tak- 
ing leave.  However,  as  soon  as  this  declaration  of  the 
king  of  Prussia  was  notified  to  the  court  of  Versailles, 
th^  sent  an  ambassador  esdxaordinary,  the  duke  de 
Niveinois,  to  Berlin,  to  try  to  persuade  his  majesty  to 
retract  his  declaration,  and  enter  into  a  new  alliance 
with  them.  His  Prussian  majesty  received  this  ambas- 
sador  in  such  a  maimer  as  seemed  to  denote  a  disposi- 
tion  to  agree  to.  every  thing  he  had  to  propose*  This 
awakened  in  England  a  jealoui^y  that  his  declaration 
alone  was  not  to  be  relied  on,  but  that  it  was  necessary 
to  bring  him  under  some  solemn  engagement;  especially 
as  the  "French  had  by  this  time  a  numerous  army  near 
the  Lower  Rhine,  with  magazines  provided  for  their 
inarch  all  the  way  to  Hanover ;  and  if  the  king  of  Prussia 
suffered  them  to  pass  through  his  dominions,  that  elec- 
torate must  be  swallowed  up  before  the  Russian  auxilia- 
ries could  possibly  be  brought  thither,  or  any  army  be 
formed  for  protecting  it.*"  For  this  reason  a  negotiation 
was  set  on  foot  by  Great  Britain  at  Berlin ;  but  as  it  was 
not  concluded  before  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,,  we 
shall  defer  entering  into  the  particulars  of  it  till  we  come 
to  that  period. 

§  XXVI .  Meanwhile  the  French  made  another  attempt 
upon  the  court  of  Madrid,  loudly  complaining  of  the 
taking  of  their  two  men  of  war  by  Boscawen's  squadron, 
before  any  declaration  of  war  was  made,  representing  it 
as  a  most  unjustifiable  proceeding,  which  threatened  a 
dissolution  of  all  faith  amongst  nations.  This  produced 
a  strong  memorial  from  sir  Benjamin  Keene,  oilr  minis- 
ter at  that  court,  importing,  "  That  it  was  well  know^ 
that  the  French  fleet  carried  troops,  ammunition,  and 
every  thing  necessary  for  defending  the  countries  which 
the  French  had  unjustly  usurped  in  America,  and  of 

'  ^  Perbapfl  the  elector  of  HanoTer  was  more  afraid  of  the  Prussian  monarch 
tl&an  of  the  most  Christian  king,  knowing  with  what  ease  and  rapidity  this  enter- 
prising neighbour  could^  in  a  few  days,  subdue  the  whole  electorate. 
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which  the  English  claimed  the  property :  that  theirules 
of  self-defence  -authorize  every  nation  to  render  fruitless 
any  attempt  that  may  tend  to  its  prejudice :  that  this  right 
had  been  made  use  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French 
ships  of  war ;  and  that  the  distinction  of  place  might 
be  interpreted  in  favour  of  tlje  English,  seemg  the  two 
ships  were  taken  on  the  coasts  of  the  countries  where 
the  contest  arose."  In  answer  to  this  observation,  the 
French  minister  represented  the  vast  nmnber  of  ships 
that  had  been  taken  in  the  European  seas ;  for  in  fact 
the  English  ports  soon  began  to  be  filled  with  them,  in 
consequence  of  the  general  orders  for  making  reprisals. 
But  the  court  of  Madrid  was  so  far  from  being  per- 
suaded by  any  thing  he  could  say,  that  it  gave  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  the  strongest  assurances  of  its  friendship, 
and  of  its  intention  to  take  no  part  in  the  differences 
between  him  and  France,  but  such  as  should  be  concilia- 
tory, and  tending  to  restore  the  public  tranquillity. 

^  XXVII.  On  the  other  hand,  his  Britannic  majissty^ 
required,  as  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  stipu- 
lated to  him  by  treaty  from  the  empress-queen.  But 
these  were  refused,  under  pretence,  that  as  the  contest 
between  him  and  France  related  to  America  only,  it  was 
'  not  a  case  of  the  alliaiwe ;  though  at  the  same  time  the 
French  made  no  scruple  of  owning,  that  they  intiended 
to  make  a  powerful  descent  on  Great  Britain  early  in  the 
spring.  When,  a  little  while  after,  France  being  em- 
ployed in  making  great  preparation  for  a  land  war  in 
Europe,  the  king  of  England  required  her  to  defend  her 
own  possessions,  the  barrier  in  the  Low  Countries,  with 
the  number  of  men  stipulated  by  treaty,  which  countries^ 
acquired  by  English  blood  and  English  treasure,  had 
been  given  to  her  on  that  express  condition,  she  declared 
that,  she  should  not  spare  troops  for  that  purpose,  on 
account  of  her  dangerous  enemy  the  king  of  Prussia ; 
and  afterward,  when  he  was  secured  by  his  treaty  with 
England,  she  urged  that  as  a  reason  for  her  alliance  with 
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Ffstiice.  It  must  be  owned,  however,  for  tlie  sake  of 
historical  truth,  that  this  was  no  bad  reason,  considering 
the  power,  the  genius,  and  the  character  of  that  prince, 
who  hovered  over  her  dominions  with  an  axmy  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  veterans.  It  must  likewise 
be  owned,  that  she  undertook  to  procure  the  French 
king's  consent  to  a  neutrality  for  Hanover,  which  would 
havQ  effect4ally  secured  that  electorate  from  the  inva- 
won  Pf  ey«y  other  power  but  PnyMia  itself ;  and  it  is  no 
strtoned  coi\jecture  to  suppose,  that  the  dread  of  this  very 
power  was  the  true  source  of  those  connexions  in  Ger* 
many,  which  entailed  such  a  ruinous  continental  war 
upon  Great  Britain. 

^  XXVIII.  Though  the  English  continued '  to  make 
reprisals  upon  the  French,  not  only  in  the  seas  of  Ame- 
rica, but  aJso  in  those  of  Europe,  by  taking  every  ship 
th^  CQuld  meet  with,  and  detaining  them,  their  cargoes, 
and  crews ;  yet  the  French,  whether  from  a  consciousn^u^ 
of  their  want  of  power  by  sea,  or  that  they  might  have 
a  mCH^e  plausible  plea  to  represent  England  as  the  i^* 
gr<e83sor>  were  so  far  from  returning  these  hostilities,  that 
their  fleet  which  escaped  sir  Edward  Hawke,  having, 
on  the  13th  of  August,  taken  the  Blandford  ship  of  war 
witi)  governor  Lyttleton  on  board,  going  to  Carolina, 
they  sel  the  governor  at  liberty,  as  soon  as  the  court  was 
i]D£)ntied  of  the  ship's  being  brought  into  Nantes,  and 
shortly  after  released  both  the  ship  and  crew.  How* 
ever,,  at  the  same  time,  their  preparations  for  a  land  war 
still  went  on  with  great  diligence,  and  their  utmost  arts 
ai¥}  efforts  were  fruitlessly  exerted  to  persuade  the 
Spaniards  and  Dutch  to  join  with  them  against  Great 
Britain. 

^  XXIX.  In  England,  the  preparations  by  sea  became 
greater  than  ever ;  several  new  ships  of  war  were  put  in 
commission,  and  many  others  taken  into  the  service  of 
the  government:  the  exportation  of  gunpowder  was 
ferbid ;  the  bounties  to  seamen  were  continued ;  and  the 
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Qumlber  of  tibose  ik^i  either  ent^ed  voluntarily,  or  w^se 
pressed,  increased  daily,  as  did  also  the  captures  from 
thi^  French,  among  which  was  the  Esperance,  dT  seventy 
guns,  taken  as  she  was  goiiig  from  Rochef(»rt  to  Brest 
to  be  manned.  The  land-forces  of  Great  Britain  w^:e 
likewise  ordered  to  be  augmented ;  several  new  regiments 
were  raised,  and  all  half-pay  officers,  and  out-penaic^s^rs 
belonging  to  Chelsea  Hosj^tal,  were  directed  to  send  in 
theur  names,  ages,  and  time  of  service,  in  ordor  tha^  mich 
of  them  as  were  yet  able  to  serve  might  be  employed 
again  if  wanted.  The  English  navy,  so  early  as  m  the 
month  of  September  of  this  year,  cc^^ted  of  om  ahip 
of  a  hundred  and  ten  guns,  five  of  a  hundred  guns  each, 
thirteen  of  ninety,  eight  of  eighty,  five  of  seventy-four, 
twenty-nine  of  seventy,  four  of  sixty-Wi,  one  of  aixjty- 
four,  thirty-three  of  sixty,  three  of  fiflty-four,  twenty-e^ht  * 
of  fifty,  four  of  forly-fouif,  thirty-five  of  forty,  and  forty- 
twcf  of  twenly,  four  sloops  of  war,  of  eighteen  guns  each, 
two  of  sixteen,  eleven  of  fourteen,  thirteen  of  twelve^  and 
pne  of  ten^  beside  a  great  number  of  bombhketches,  fire- 
sjaip^f  and  t^da^ ;  a  force  sufficient  to  c^pofte  the  united 
niarttime  strength  of  all  the  pow^is  in  ^irope ;  whilat 
thai  of  the  Fr^ch,  even  at  the  end  of  this  yecur^  wd 
inc^lvhdiing'  the  ships  th^  upon  the  stocks,  amounted  lo 
^  more  tha^  e&  sbips  of  eighty  guns,  twenty-one  of 
«^e9fy-foiir,  oiaNp  of  sevwty-Ttwo,  four  of  seventy,  thirty- 
o^e  of  sixty  tlpur,  two  of  sixty,  aix  of  fifty/ and  fhirty-^two 

§  X^^iX.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
wheQ,  on  the  13th  of  November,  the  parliament  met, 
sm^  his  majesty  op^ed  the  session  with  a  sqpieeeh  from 
the  throng  in  which  he  acquainted  tbem^ — "  T^at  the 
n^t  proper  measuases  had  been  taken  to  protect  our 
poasessiims  in^merica,  and  to  regain  such  parts  thereof 
as  had  been  encroiat^hed  upon,  or  invaded :  that  to  |Hre- 
f^ry^  Iw  people  from  the  cakmities  of  war,  as  well  as  to 
previeat  ^  general  war  from  being  lighted  up  in  Europe, 
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he  had  been,  always  ready  to  accept  reasonable  and  ho- 
nonrable  terms  of  accommodation,  but  that  none  such 
had  been  proposed  by  France :  that  he  had  also  confined 
his  views  and  operations  to  hinder  France  from  making* 
new  encroachments,  or  supporting  those  already  made ; 
to  exert  his  people's  right  to  a  satis&ction  for  hostilities 
committed  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  to  disap- 
point such  designs,  as,  from  various  appearances  and 
prepsgration,  there  wasteason  to  think  had  been  formed 
against  his  kingdoms  and  dominions :  that  the  king  of 
Spain  earnestly  wished  the  preservation  of  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  had  given  ^ussurances  of  his  intention  to 
continue  in  the  same  pacific  sentiments :  that  he  himself 
had  greatly  increased  his  naval  armaments^  and  aug- 
mented his  land-forces  in  such  a  manner  as  might  be 
least  burdensome ;  and,  finally,  that  he  had  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  empress  of  Russia,  and  another  with 
the  landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  which  should  be  laii 
before  them." 

§  XXXI .  In  answer  to  this  speech,  both  houses  voted 
most  loyal  addresses,  but  not  without  a  warm  opposition^ 
in  each,  to  some  of  the  particular  expressions  r  for  it 
hating  been  proposed  in  the  house  of  lords  to  insert  in 
their  address  the  words  following,  viz*  "  That  they  looked 
upon  themselves  as  obliged,  by  the  strongest  ties  of  duty, 
gratitude,  and  honour,  to  stand  by  and  support  his 
majesty  in  all  such  wise  and  necessaiy  measures  and 
engagements  as  his  majesty  might  have  taken  in  vindi- 
cation  of  the  rights  of  his  crown,  or  to  defeat  any  at- 
tempts  which  might  be  made  by  France,  in  resentment 
for  such  measures,  and  to  assist  his  majesty  in  disap- 
pointing or  repelling  all  such  enterprises  as  might  be 
formed,  not  only  against  his  kingdoms,  but  also  against 
any  other  of  his  dominions  (though  not  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain)  in  case  they  should  be  attacked 
on  account  of  the  part  which  his  majesty  had  taken  for 
maintaining  the  essential  interests  of  his  kingdoms  f 
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the  inserting  of  these  words  in  their  address  was  opposed 
by  earl  Temple>  and  several  other  lords;  because,  by 
the  first  part  of  th^^n,  they  engagied  to  approve  of  the 
treaties  with  Russia  and  Hesse-Cassel,  neither  of  which 
they  had  ever  seen ;  nor  could  it  be  supposed  that  either 
of  them  could  be  of  any  advantage  to  this  nation  ;  and* 
by  the  second  part  of  these  words  it  seemed-to  be  resolved, 
to  engage  this  nation  in  a  continental  connexion  for  the 
defence  of  Hanover,  which  it  was  impossible  for  England 
to  support,  and  which  would  be  so  far  from  being  of  any 
advantage  to  it  at  sea,  or  in  America,  that  it  might  at  last 
disable  the  nation  from  defending  itself  in  either  of  those 
parts  of  the  world.  But  upon  jputting  the  question,  the 
inseiiing  of  these  words  was  agreed  to  by  a  great  major- 
ity, and  accordingly  tibey  stand  as  part  of  the  address  of 
the  house  upon  that  occasion. 

§  XXXII.  To  this  remarkable  address  his  majesty 
returned  the  foDowing  as  remarkable  answer :  *^  My 
lords,  I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  foi^  this  dutiful  and 
affectionate  address.  I  see,  with  the  greatest  satisfric- 
tion,  the  zeal  you  express  for  my  person  and  government, 
and  for  the  true  ihterest  of  your  country,  which  I  am 
determined  to  adhere  to.  The  assurances  which  you 
give  me  for  the  defence  of  my  territories  abroad,  are  a 
strong  proof  of  your  affection  for  me,  and  regard  for  my 
honour.  Nothing  shall  divert  me  from  pursuing  those 
measures  which  will  effectually  maintain  the  possessions 
and  rights  of  my  kingdoms,  and  procure  reasonable  and 
honourable  terms  of  accommodation." — The  address  of 
the  house  of  commons  breathed  the  same  spirit  of  zeal 
and  gratitude,  and  was  full  of  the  warmest  assurances  of 
a  ready  support  of  his  majesty,  and  of  his  foreign  domi- 
nionsj  if  attacked  in  resentment  of  his  maintaining  the 
rights  of  his  crown  and  kingdom :  and  his  majesty's  answer 
to  it  was  to  the  same  effect  as  that  to  the  house  of  lords. 
The  same,  or  nearly  the  same  words,  relating  to  the 
treaties  concluded  by  his  majesty,  and  to  the  defence  of 
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his  foreign  dominioBS,  were  proposed  to  be  inserted  in 
this  address,  which  was  opposed  by  WilHam  Pitt,  esq. 
th^  paymaster  of  his  majesty's  forces;  the  right  hon. 
Henry  Legge,  esq.  then  chancellor  and  under-treasurer 
of  his  majesty's  exchequer,  and  one  of  the  commissioh- 
ers  of  the  treasury';  and  by  several  other  gentlemen  in 
high  posts  under  the  government,  as  well  as  by  niany 
others;  but,  upon  putting  the  question,  it  was  by  a  con- 
siderable majority  agreed  to  insert  the  words  objected 
to ;  and  very  soon  after,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Legge,  and  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  appeared  in  the 
opposition,  were  dismissed  from  their  employments.  In 
the  mean  time,  a  draft  came  over  from  Russia  for  part  of 
the  new  subsidy  stipulated  to  that  crown ;'  but  scrtne  of 
&e  ministry  who  were  then  at  the  head  of  the  finances, 
refused  to  pay  it,  at  least  before  the  treaty  should  be  ap- 
proved of  by  parliament. 

§  XXXIII.  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  had  not  been  long 
in  possession  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  state,  before  it 
was  generally  perceived,  that,  though  an  honest;  well 
meaning  man,  and  a  favourite  with  the  king,  his  abilities 
were  not  equal  to  the  functions  of  that  post.  Much  less 
were  they  so  at  this  juncture,  when  the  nation  was  oa 
the  point  of  being  engaged  in  a  difficult  and  expensive 
war,  and  plunged  into  foreign  measures  and  connexions^ 
which  would  require  the  utmost  skill  of  an  able  politic 
cian  to  render  them  palatable  to  the  people.  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Fox,  though  they  scarce  ever  agreed  in  any 
other  particular,  had  generally  united  in  opposing  his 
measures,  and  their  superior  influence  in  iha  house  of 
commons,  and  uniyersally  acknowledged  abilities,  though 
of  very  different  kindjs,  had  always  prevailed ;  uncom- 
mon as  it  w^,  to  see  two  persons  who  held  considerable 
places  under  the  government,  one  of  them  being  pay- 
master-general, and  the  other  s^retaiy  at  war,  oppose, 
upon  almosit  every  occasion,  a  secretary  of  slsate  who 
was  supposed  to  know  and  speak^  th^  sentiments  of  his 
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master.  Sir  Thonnus  himself  socm  giew  sensiUe  of  kit 
waiit  of  suffieient  weight  in  the  senate  of  tfadintiQii^/asd 
therefore^  of  hb  oim  accord,  on  tke  lOth  of  Hoyevbhet^ 
wisely  and  dutifully;  resigned  the  seals  of  his  offic^4o  hii^ 
majes^/who  ddivered  th^m  to  Mr.  Fox^  and  appointed 
sir  Thomas  master  of  the  wardrobe,  wi&  a  pehsion  to 
him  during  his  life,  and  ,iifter:  his 'detthto^  his  soils. 
Lord  Barrington  sQoee^ed  Mr.  Fol  assecretaiyiltwar; 
and  soon  after  sir  George*  Lyttleton  was  made  <;hiaak06U6r 
of  the  exchequer,  and  a  lord  of  th^  trf^amiry,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Legge,  w4io  had  declared  hctiiselfisifBlinsi^'di^iie^ 
continental  system.  However,  notwIthstMNfing  these 
changes  in  the  ministry^  ycoy  warm  debates  arose  in  botli 
houses,  when  the  treaties  of  Ritssia  an^i'  Hesse-G^issel: 
came. tOf  be  considered  hy  theih :  some  of  the' members 
were  for  referring  them  to  a  committee,-^  but  this  motioii' 
was  oYerhiled,  in  consideration  of  his  migesty-B  hating 
engaged  in  them  to  guard  against  a  «torm  that  seemed 
veady  to  break  upon  his  electoral  dominions,  merely  on 
account  of  our  quarrel  with  the  French.  They  were  at 
length  approved  of  by  a  majority  of  Ihrei^hundi^ed  and 
eighteen  against  one  hundred  and  twenfy-six,  in  the 
house  of  commons ;  and  l^  eighty-4bur  against  eleteD^ 
in  the  house  of  lords. 

§:XXXIV.  The  house  of  commons  then  prooeeded  to 
provide  for  the  service  of  the  ensiling  year,  and  for  the 
deficiencies-  of  the  provisions  for  the  faraier.  >  Fiftj^  thou:- 
dsad  s^aonen,  including  nihe  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty*eight  marines,  were  voted,  on  tbe^th  of  Noveim-^ 
her,  for  ihe  service  of  the  year  1756,  together  with 
2fiOOyOOOL  for  their  maintenance,  and  thirty-four  fliou- 
sand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  land  soldiers,  with 
930,603/. 6^.  9d.  fortheir  support.  A  htmdl^  tho>n^Eid 
pounds  were  voted  as  a  subsidy  to  th^eti^rasui  of  Russia ; 
54,140/.  12^.  6^.  to  the  landgrav^>6f  Hesse-Caissel;  and 

10,000/.'  to  the  elector  of  Bavatia.  '   . 

VXXXV.  I>uring  thes^  traiisacii<Jus,thfe  public  was 
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overwhelmed  with  consternation^  by  the  tidings  of  a 
dreadiul  earthquake,  which,  on  the  1st  of  November, 
shodL  all  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  many  other  placesin 
Europe,  and  laid  the  city  of  Lisbon  in  ruins.     When 
the  news  of  this  great  calamity  first  reached  Englaivcl, 
it  was  feared  the  consequences  of  it  might  affect  our 
public  credit,  considering  the  vast  interest  which  the 
English  merchants  had  in  the  Portuguese  trade ;   but 
fortunately,  it  afterward  proved  inconsiderable,  in  com- 
pariscm  of  what  had  been  apprehended :  the  quarter  in/ 
which  the  English  chiefly  lived,  and  where  they  had 
their  warehouses,  having  suffered  the  least  of  any  part  of 
the  city ;   and  most  of  the  English  merchants  then  re- 
siding there,  together  with  their  families,  being  at  their 
countiy  houses,  to  avoid  the  insults  to  which  they  might- 
have  been  exposed  from  the  Portuguese  populace,  during 
the  celebration  of  their  auto  dafCy  which  was  kept  that 
very  day.    The  two  first  shocks  of  this  dreadful  visitation 
continued  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  after  which  the: 
water  of  the  river  Tagus  rose  perpendicularly  above 
twenty  feet,  and  subsided  to  its  natural  bed  in  less  than 
a  minute.     Great  numbers  of  hiouses,  of  which  this  city 
then  contained  about  thirty-six  thousand,  extending  in  , 
length  near  six  miles,  in  form  of  a  crescent,  on  the  ascent: 
of  a  hill,  upon  the  north  shore  of  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Tagus,  withm  nine  miles  from  the  ocean,  were  thrown 
down  by  the  repeated  commotions  of  the  earth,  together 
with  several  magnificent  churches,  monasteries,  aiil« 
public  buildings.  But  what  entirely  completed  the  ruin 
of  this^en  mostopulent  capital  of  the  Portuguese  domi-: 
nions,  was  a  devouring  conflagration,  partly  fortuitous 
or  natural,  but  chiefly  occasioned  by  a  set  of  impknis 
villaansj  who,  unawed  by  the  tremendous  scene  at  that 
very  instant  ;passing  before  their  eyes^  with  a  wickedness 
scarcely  to  be  credited,  set  fire  even  to  the  falliog.  edifices 
in  different  parts  of  th^^  city ,  (o  increase  the  general  con? 
fusion,  that  they  might  have  the  better  opportunity  to  rob 
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and  plunder  their  already  desolated  fellow-citizens;  Out 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabitants,  which 
Lisbon  was  then  supposed  to  contain,  about  ten  thousand 
perished  by  this  calamity ;  and  the  survivors,  deprived 
of  their  habitations,  and  destitute  even  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  were  forced  to  seek  for  shelter  in  the  open 
fields*    ' 

•  §  XXXVI.  As  soon  as  his  majesty  reived  an  account 
of  this  deplorable  event,  from  his  ambassador  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  he  sent  a  message  to  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, on  the  28th  of  November,  acquainting  them  there- 
with, and  desiring  their  concurrence  and  assistance 
towards  speedily  relieving  the  unhappy  sufFerers ;  and 
the  parliament  thereupon^  to  the  honour  of  British 
humanity,  unanimously  voted,  on  the  8th  of  December, 
a  gift  of  100,000/.  for  the  distressed  people  of  Portugal. 
A  circumstance  which  enhances  the  merit  of  this  action 
is,  that  though  the  English  themselves  were,  at  that  veiy 
time,  in  great  want  of  grain,  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Sum  was  sent  in  com,  flour,  rice,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
beef  from  Ireland :  supplies  which  came  very  seasonstbly 
for  the  poor  Portuguese,  who  were  in  actual  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life..  Their  king  was  so  affected  by  this 
instance  of  British  generosity,  that,  to  shew  his  gratitude 
for  the  timely  relief,  he  ordered  Mr.  Castres,  the  British 
resident  at  his  court,  to  give  the  preference,  in  th&  dis- 
tribution of  these  supplies,  to  the  British  subjects  who 
had  suffered  by  the  earthquake;  accordingly,  about' a 
thirtieth  part  of  the  provisions,  and  2000/.  in  money, 
were  set  apart  for  that  purp&se ;  and  his  Portuguese 
majesty  returned  his  thanks,  in  very  warm  tenns,  to  the 
British  crown  and  nation. 

^  §  XXXVII.  The  report  of  an  intended  invasion  of 
these  kingdoms  by  the  French  increasing  daily,  on  the 
22d  day  of  January,  lord  Barrington,  as  secretary  at 
w»r,  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  ten  new  regiments  of  foot,  over  and  above  the 
thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  land 
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soldiers^  before  ordered  to  be  raided ;  and  a  sum  of 
91)919/;  10^.  was  voted  for  these  additional  forces; 
upon  another  estimate  presented  a  little  after  by  the  same 
lord,  and  founded  upon  the  same  reasons,  for  raising, 
for  the  farther  defence  ofHthe  kingdom,  eleven  troops  of 
loght  dragoons,  49,628/.  11^.  3c/.  were  voted  for  the  en- 
suing year;  together  with  81,178/.  16^.  for  a  regiment  of 
foot  to  be  raised  in  North  America ;  298,^3^/.  17 s.  lO^^f. 
fi>f  the  maintenance  of  oo^i  forces  already  established  in 
oijfT  Am^f^ipaiii  cQionies ;  and  79,9 1 5/.  6s.  for  six  i^egiments 
of  fopt^'om  Ireland,  to  serve  in  North  America  and  the 
Elast  Indies.  Besides  ail  these  supplies,  Mr.  Fox,  on 
|h$  26th  ojT  J^uc^ry,  presented  to  the  house  a  message 
from  the  king^  desirii\g  them  to  take  into  consideratioxi 
die  faithful  services  of  the  people  of  New  England,  and 
gf  some*  other  |iarts  in  North  America ; .  upon  which 
115,^000/.  more  were  yoted,  and  5000/.  as  a  reward  to 
sir  William  Johnson  in  particular.  In  short,  includiiig 
several  other  sum$,  as  well  for  defraying  the  expense  0f 
the  army  and  navy,  as  for  a  subsidy  of  20y60QL  to  the 
king:  of  Prussia,  and  121,447/.  2^.  6d,  for  Hanoverian 
tirpops,  of  which  two  last  articles  farther  notice  will  be 
taken  herea£b?r,  the  whole  of  the  supplies  granted  by 
parUanient  in  Uiis  session  amounted  to  7,229,U7/. 
4^«  Q§d>  For  raising  this  sum,  besides  the  malt-taX|  and 
the  lan4-t^^  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  the  whole 
pn^duce  of  the  sinking  fund,  from  the  5th  of  JanuiMry 
1756,  till  it  should  amount  to  1,555,9^5/.  l}s,  1^4^ 
was  ordered  to  be  applied  thereunto ;  together  wiflS  ^ 
mil^on  to  be  raised  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  5^t  three 
per  cent  mterest ;  1,500,000/.  to  be  raised  by  the  saj^ 
of  redeemable  annuities,  at  three  and  a  half  per  ceftt,  ftnd 
500,000/,  to  be  raided  by  a  lottery,  at  three  per  cent. 
All  which  sums,  with  83,412/.  2s.  3^.  then  remaining 
in  the  exchequer,  amounted  to  7,427,261/.  5^.  7rf. 

§  XXXVII I.  The  clause  inserted  in  the  mutiny  biU 
last  year,  subjecting  all  offices  and  soldiers  xmei  in 
America,  by  authprity  qf  the  respective  govesnoni  or 
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governmenis  there^  to  the  same  rules,  and  articles  of 
war,  and  the  same  penalties  and  punishments,  as  the 
British  forces  were  liable  to  j  the  act  passed  at  the  same 
time  for  regulating  the  marine  forces,  while  on  shore, 
and  that  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  manning  of 
bis  majesty's  navy,  were  not  only  confirmed  now ;  but 
it  was  farther  enacted,  with  respect  to  this  last,  as  well 
as  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  recruiting  of  his 
inajesty's  land-forces,  that  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  present  act  should  be  empowered  to  raise  and 
levy,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  such  able« 
bodied  men  as  did  not  follow  any  lawfiil  calling  or 
employment ;  or  had  not  some  other  lawful  and  sufficient 
support ;  and  might  order,  wherevet  and  trhenever  they 
pleased,  a  general  search  to  be  made  for  such  persons, 
in  order  to  their  being  brought  before  them  to  be  exa- 
mined; nay,  that  the  parish  or  town  officers  might, 
without  any  such  order,  search  for  and  secure  such  per- 
sons, in  order  to  convey  them  before  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  be  examined :  that  if  any  three  commissioners 
should  jfind  any  person,  so  brought  before  them,  to  be 
within  the  above  descriptionj  and  if  the  recruiting  officer 
attending  should  judge  him  to  be  a  man  fit  for  hig  ma- 
jesty's service,  they  should  cause  him  to  be  delivered  to 
such  officer,  who  might  secure  him  in  any  place  of  safety 
provided  by  the  justices  of  peace  for  that  purpose,  or  even 
in  any  public  prison;  and  that  every  such  man  was  from 
that  time  to  be  deemed  a  listed  soldier,  and  not  to  be 
taken  out  of  his  majesty's  service  by  any  process^  other 
than  for  some  criminal  matter.  Nothing  could  more 
plainly  shew  either  the  zeal  of  the  parliament  for  a  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  war,  or  their  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  moderation  of  our  ministry,  than  their  agree* 
ing  to  this  act,  which  was  to  continue  in  force  till  the 
end  of  the  next  session ;  and  which,  in  the  hands  of  ^ 
wicked  and  enterprising  administration,  might  have  been 
made  such  a  use ,  of,  as  would  have  been  inconsistent 
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with  that  security  which  is  provided  by  our  happy  con^ 
stitution  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

.  §  XXXIX.  The  next  object  of  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  parliament  in  this  session  was  the  raising  of  a 
new  regiment  of  foot  in  North  America;  for  which  pur- 
pose the  sum  of  8 1 , 1 7  8/.  1 6  J.  to  which  the  estimate  there- 
of amounted,  was  voted.    This  regiment,  which  was  to 
consist  of  four  battalions  of  a  thousand  men  each,  was 
iuteiided  to  be  raised  chiefly  out  of  the  Gezmans  and 
Swiss,  who  for  many  years  past  had  annually  transported 
themselves  in  great  numbers  to  the  British  j^antiationiuiii 
America,  where  waste  lands  had  been  assigned  them  upon 
the  frontiers  of  the  provinces;  but,  very  injudiciously,  no 
care  had  been  taken  to  intermix  them  with  the  English 
inhabitants  of  the  place.      To  this  circumstance  it  is 
owing,  that  they  have  continued  to  correspond  and  con- 
verse only  with  one  another;  so  that  very  few  of  them, 
even  of  those  who  have  been  bom  there,  have  yet  learned 
to  speak  or  understand  the  English  tongue.     However, 
as  they  were  all  zealous  Protestants,  and  in  general  strong 
hardy  men,  and  accustomed  to  the  climate,  it  was  judged 
that  a  regiment  of  good  and  faithful  soldiers  might  be 
raised  out  of  them,  particularly  proper  to  oppose  the 
French;  but  to  this  end  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  some 
officers,  especially  subalterns,  who  understood  military 
discipline,  and  could  speak  the  German  language;  and 
as  a  sufficient  number  of  such  could  notice  found  aynong 
the  English  officers,  it  was  necessary  to  bring  over  and 
grant  commissions  to  several  German  aiid  Swiss  officers 
aad  engineers;  but  this  step,  by  the  act  of  settlement, 
could  not  be  taken  without  the  authority  of  parlisgnent : 
an  act  was  now  passed  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  grant 
commissions  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign  Protestants, 
who  had  served  abroad  as  officers  or  engineers  in  America 
only.  An  act  was  likewise  passed  in  this  session,  strictly 
forbidding,  under  pain  of  deaths  any  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  to  serve  as  officers  under  the  French  king,  of  to 
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enlist  as  soldiers  in  his  s^ei^ce,  without  his  majesty^s  pre- 
vious licence;  and  also  for  obliging  such  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  as  should,  in  time  to  come,  accept  of  commis- 
sions in  the  Scotch  brigade  in  the  Dutch  service,  to 
take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  600/. 

XL.  As  it  had  been  resolved,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
preceding  summer,  to  build  vessels  of  force  upon  the  lake 
Ontario,  an  act  was  now  passed  for  extending  the  mari- 
time laws  of  England,  relating  to  the  government  of  his 
maj^ty's  ships  and  forees  by  sea,  to  such  officers,  seamen, 
and  others,  as  should  serve  on  board  his  majesty's  ships 
or  vessels  employed  upon  the  lakes,  great  waters,  or  rivers 
in  North  America;  and  also,  but  not  without  opposition 
to^this  last,  for  the  better  recruiting  of  his  majesty's  forces 
upon  the  continent  of  America:  to.which  end,  by  a  new 
clause  now  added  to  a  former  act,  a  recruiting  officer  was 
empowered  to  enlist  and  detain  an  indented  servant,  even 
though  his  master  should  reclaim  him,  upon  paying  to 
the  master  such  a  sum  as  two  justices  of  peace  within 
the  precinct  should  adjudge  to  be  a  reasonable  equiva- 
lent for  the  original  purchase-money  and  the  remaining 
time  such  servant  might  have  to  serve. 

§  XLI.  The  intestine  broils  of  Ireland  were  happily 
composed  this  year,  by  the  prudent  management  of  the 
marquis  of  Hartington,  lord-lieutenant  of  that  kingdom. 
.By  his  steady  and  disinterested  conduct,  his  candour  and 
huipanity,  the  Irish  were  not  only  brought  to  a  much 
better  temper,  even  among  themselves,  than  they  were 
before  their  late  outrageous  riots  and  dangerous  dissen- 
sions happened ;  but  also  prevailed  upon  to  acquiesce  in 
the  measures  of  England,  without  this  last  being  obliged 
to  give  up  any  one  point  of  her  superiority.  >  The  lead-, 
ing  men  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  were  the  first  that 
conformed ;  and  though  the  ferment  continued  very  high 
for  some  time  after,  among  the  middling  and  lower  ranks 
of  people,  it  was  at  length  entirely  allayed  by  the  wisdom 
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of  the  lord-lieutenant,  and  th^  excellent  law,  which  he 
encouraged  and  passed  for  the  benefit  of  that-  nation."* 
The  p  -^ — —  of  Ireland,  who  had  been  very  busy  ip 
fomenting  many  of  the  late  disturbances,  was,  by  hi^ 
majesty's  command,  struck  off  the  list  6f  privy-counsd-r 
lors;  and  the  greatest  part  of  those  patriots,  whbm  fac- 
tion had  turned  out  of  their  employments  thexe^  were 
reinstated  with  honour. 

§  XLII.  The  parliament  of  England,  which  hpd  ad- 
journed on  the  23d  of  December,  met  again :  the  house 
oi  commons  on  the  13th  of  January,  and  the  lords  on 
the  Idth.  On  the  16th  of  the  same  month  the  treaty 
between  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  king  of  Prussia 
was  signed,  importing,  that,  for  the  defence  of  their  com- 
mon country,  Germany,  and  in  order  to  preserve  her 
peaco  and  tranquillity,  which  it  was  feared  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  disturbed,  on  account  of  the  disputes  in 
America,  tbe  two  kings,  for  that  end  only,  entered  into 
a  convention  of  neutrality,  by  which  they  reciprocally 
bound  themselves  not  to  suffer  foreign  troops  of  any 
nation  whatsoever  to  enter  into  Germany,  or  pass  through 
it  during  the  troubles  aforesaid,  and  the  consequences 
that  might  result  from  them ;  but  to  oppose  the  same 
with  their  utmost  might,  in  order  to  secure  Germany  from 
the  calamities  of  war,  maintain  her  fundamental  laws 
and  constitutions,  and  preserve  her  peace  uninterrupted. 
Thus^  the  late  treaty  with  Russia  was  virtually  renounced. 
"Pidr  majesties,  moreover,  seized  this  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  adjust  the  differences  thatliad  subsisted  between 
them,  in  relation  to  the  reinainder  of  the  Silesia  loan  due 
tq  the^  subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  the  inde^- 

'  Among  other  objects  of  the  attention  of  the  legislature  of  that  country,  10,0002. 
wiore  ggrante^  for  making  the  liver  Nore  navigable  from  the  city  Of  luUtenny  to 
the  town  of  Innestalge ;  20,0001.  towards  carrying  on  an  inland  navigation  from 
Ihe  city  of  Dublm  to  the  river  Shannon ;  4000  (.  for  making  the  river  Nawiy 
navigable ;  lOOOf .  a  year  for  two  years,  for  the  encouragement  of  English  Pro- 
testiuit  schools;  several  sums  to  be  distributed  in  premiums,  for  the  encouraee- 
mentof  the  csuDobric*  hempen,  and  flaxen  mannfactures;  and  SOOflQOL  to  bis 
majesty,  towards  supporting  the  several  branches  of  the  establishment,  and  for 
defraying  the  eipfwes  of  the  goveimnent  for  two  years. 
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pification  claimed  by  the  subjectskofhis  Prussian  maj^ty 
for  their  losses  by  sea  dunng  the  late  war ;  so  :that  the 
attachment  laid  on  the  said  debt  was  ^^^ed.  to  be  taken 
off,  as  soon  as  the  ratification  of  this  treaty  should  be 
exchanged. 

§  XLIII«  On  the  21st  of  January^  the  house  took  into 
consideration  the  laws  then  in  being  relating  to  the  mi^ 
litia  of  this  kingdom :  and,  finding  them  insufficient, 
ordered  a  new  bill  to  be  prepared,  and  brought  hi,  for  the 
better  regulating  of  the  militia  forces  in  the  several  coun- 
ties of  England.  A  bill  was  accordingly  prepared  to 
that  effect,  and  presented  to  the  house  on  the  12th  of 
March  by  the  hon.  Charles  Townsend,  esq.  who,  to  his 
honour,  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  it.  After  ye- 
ceiving  many  amendments  in  the  house  of  commofis,  it 
was,  on  the  10th  of  May,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  lords  ; 
^)Ut  several  objections  being  made  to  it  by  some  of  the 
peers,  and  it  seeming  to  them  that  some  farther  amend- 
ments were  still  necessary,  which  they  thought  they  could 
not  in  that  session  spare  time  to  consider  so  maturely  as 
the  importance  of  the  subject  required,  a  negative  of 
fifly^nine  against  twenty^three  was  put  upon  the  motion 
for  passing  the  hill ;  though  every  one  must  have  been 
sensible,  not  only  of  the  propriety,  but  even  of  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  such  a  law,  which  was  ardently  desired 
by  the  whole  nation.  ' 

§  XLIV.  On  the  27th  of  May,  his  majesty  went  to 
the  house  of  peers,  and,  after  having  given  the  royal  assent 
to  the  bills  then  depending,  thanked  his  parliament,  in 
a  speech  from  the  throne,  for  their  vigorous  and  effectual 
support,  ^e  acquainted  theni)  that  the  injuries  and  hos- 
tilities which  had  been  for  some  time  committed  by  the 
French  against  his  dominions  and  subjects,  were  then 
followed  by  the  actual  invasion  of  the  island  of  Minorca, 
though  guaranteed  to  hinj  by  all  the  great  powers  in 
Europe,  imd  particularly  by  the  French  king:  that  he 
had,  therefore,  found  himself  obliged,  in  vindication  of 
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the.  honour  of  his  crown,  and  of  the  rights  of  his  people, 
to  declare  war  in  form  against  France ;  and  that  he  relied 
on  the  divijie  protection,  and  the  vigorous  assistance  of 
his  faithftil  subjects,  in  so  just  a  cause.  The  parliament 
was  then  adjourned  to  the  .18th  of  June;,  and  from 
thence  afterward  to  the  18th  of  July,  and  then  it  was 
prorogued. 


CHAP.  V. 

S  I.  Letter  from  M.  Rouille  to  the  secretary  of  fttate--i  IL  The  two 
nations  recriminate,  on  each  other — §  ILL  The  French  threaten 
Great  Britcun  with  an  invasion — §  IV.  Requisition  of  six  thousand 
Dutch  troops,  according  to  treaty — §  V.  Message  from  the  king 
to  the  parliament — §  VL  A  body  of  Hessians  and  Hanoverians 
transported  into  England — §  VII.  French  preparations  at  Toulon 
— §  VIH.  Admiral  Byng  sails  for  the  Mediterranean — §  IX.  He 
arrives  at  Gibraltar — §  X.  Engages  M.  de  la  Galissoniere  off 
Minorca — §  XI.  And  returns  to  Gibraltar — §  XII.  Ferment  of  the 
people  at  home — §  XI II.  Admiral  Byng  superseded  and  sent  hotaie 
prisoner — §  XIV.  Account  of  the  siege  of  St.  Philip's  Fort  in 
Minorca — §  XV.  Precautions  taken  by  general  Blakeney — 
§  XVI.  Siege  commenced — §  XVII.  English  squadron  appears — 

. .  §  XVIIL  General  attack  of  the  works — §  XIX.  The  garrison  ca- 
pitulates— §  XX.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  sails  to  Minorca — §  XXI. 
Rejoicings  in  France,  and  clamours  in  England — ^^|  XXII.  Gal- 
lantry of  Fortunatus  Wright — §  XXIII.  General  Blakeney  created 
a  baron — §  XXIV.  Measures  taken  for  the, defence  of  Great  Bri- 

, .  t^iin — I XXV. Proclamation — §  XXVI.  Earl  of  Loudounappolnted 
commander-in-chief  in  America— §  XXVII.  His.  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's declaration  of  war — §  .XXVIII.  Substance  of  the  French 
king's  declaration — ^  XXIX.  Address  of  the  city  of  London — 

■  §XXX.  Trial  of  general  Powke — §XXXI.  Afiairs  of  America — 
V  XXXII.  Colonel  Bradstreet  defeats  a  body  of  French  on  the 

.  river  Onondaga— §  XXXIII.  Earl  of  Loudoun  arrives  at  New 
York--§  XXXIV.  Oswego  reduced  by  the  enemy— §  XXXV. 
Farther  proceedings  in  America— §  XXXVI.  Naval  operations  in 
that  country— §  XXXVII.  Transactions  in  the  East  Indies — 

:  §  XXXVIII.  Calcutta  besieged  by  the  viceroy  of  Bengal— 
§  XXXIX.  Deplorable  fate  of  those  who  perished  in  the  dungeon 
there^-§  XL.  Additional  cruelties  exercised  on  Mr.  Holwell — 
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§  XhU  JEtesolution  against  Angria — §  XLII.  Fort  of  Qeriah  taken 
by  admiral  Watson  and  Mr.  Olive— §  XLIIl.  Their  subseqiien  . 
proceedings  in  the  river  Granges. 

§  I.  In  the  month  of  January,  Mr.  Fox,  lately  appointed 
secretary  of  state^  received  a  letter  from  M.  Rouille, 
minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  the 
king  of  France,  expostulating,  in  the  name  of  his  sove- 
reign, upon4he  orders  and  instructions  for  committing 
hostilities,  which  his  Britannic  majesty  had  given  to 

opposition  to  the  most  solemn  assurances^  so  oftien  re- 
peated by  word  of  mouth,  as  well  as  in  writing.  He 
complained  of  the  insult  which  had  been  offered  to  his 
master's  flag  in  attacking  and  taking  two  of  his  ships  in 
the  open  sea,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war: 
as  also  by  committing  depradations  on  the  commerce  o^ 
his  most  Christian  majesty's  subjects,  in  contempt  of  the 
law  of  nations,  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  usages  esta-^ 
blished  among  civilized  nations.  He  said,  the  sentiments 
and  character  of  his  Britannic  majesty  gave  the  king 
his  master  room  to  expect,  that,  at  his  return  to  London, 
he  would  disavow  the  conduct  of  his  admiralty;  but 
seeing,  that,  instead  of  punishing,  he  rather  encouraged 
those  who  had  been  guilty  of  such  depredations,  his 
most  Christian  majesty  would  be  deemed  deficient  in 
what  he  owed  to  his  own  glory,  the  dignity  of  his  crovm, 
and  the  defence  of  his  people,  if  he  deferred  any  longer 
demanding  a  signal  reparation  for  the  outrage  done  to 
the  French  flag,  and  the  damage  sustained  by  his  sub^ 
jects.  He,  therefore,  demanded  immediate  and  fiill  res- 
titution of  all  the  French  ships  which,  contrary  tb  h«v 
and  decorum,  had  been  taken  by  the  English  navy,  to- 
gether with  all  the  officers,  soldiers,  mariners,  guns, 
stores,  and  merchandise.  He  declared,  that  should  this' 
restitution  be  made,  he  should  be  willing  to  aigage  in 
a  ne^tiation  for  what  farther  satisfaction  he  miglit  claim, 
and  continue  desirous  to  see  the  differences  relating  to 
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America  determined  by  a  solid  and  equitable  accommo- 
dation; but  if,  contrary  to  all  hopes,  these  demands  should 
be  rejected,  he  would  consider  such  a  denial  of  justice 
as  the  most  authentic  declaration  of  war,  and  as  a  formed 
design  in  the  court  of  London  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
Europe.  To  this  peremptory  remonstrance  the  British 
secretary  was  directed  to  answer,  that  though  the  king 
of  England  would  readily  consent  to  an  equitable  and 
solid  accommodation,  he  would  not  comply  with  the  de- 
mand of  immediate  and  full  restitution  as^  a  peliminaiy 
condition;  for  his  majesty  had  taken  no  steps  but  such 
as  were  rendered  just  and  indispensable,  by  the  hostili- 
ties which  the  French  began  in  time  of  pr6found  peace, 
and  a  proper  regard  for  his  own  honour,  the  rights  and 
possesions  of  his  crown,  and  the  scx^urity  of  his  kingdoms. 
§  II.  Without  all  doubt,  the  transactions  had  afforded 
specious  arguments  for  both  nations  to  impeach  the  con- 
duct of  each  other.  The  French  court,  conscious  of  their 
encroachments  in  Nova  Scotia,  affected  to  draw  a  shade 
over  theke,  as  particulars  belonging  to  a  disputed  terri* 
toty,  and  to  divert  the  attention  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
where  Jamonville  and  his  detachment  had  been  attacked 
and  massacred  by  the  English,  without  the  least  provo- 
cation; Thtey  likewise  inveighed  against  the  capture  of 
their  ships,  before  any  declaration  of  war,  as  flagrant 
acts  of  jriracy ;  and  some  neutral  powers  of  Etirope 
seemed  to  considcfr  them'  in  the  same  point  of  view.  It 
was  certainly  high  time  to  check  the  insolence  of  the 
Ertoch  by  force  of  arms,  and  surely  this  might  have  been 
as  effectually  and  expeditiously  exerted  under  the  usual 
sanction  of  a  focmal  declaration ;  the  omission  of  which 
exposed  the  administration  to  the  censure  of  our  neigh- 
bours, and  fixed  the  imputation  of  fraud  and  fireebooting 
on  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  ministry  was  said  to 
have  delayed  the  ceremony  of  pronouncing  war  from  pdli- 
tical  considerations,  supposing  thiatt,  should  the  French 
be  provoked  into  the  first  declaration  of  tbisf  kind,  the 
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powers  of  Europe  would  consider  his  most  Christian 
majesty  as  the  a^^ssor,  alhd  Great  Britain  would  reap 
all  the  fruits  of  the  defensive  alliances  in  which  she  had 
engaged.  But  nothing  could  be  more  weak  and  frivo- 
lous than  such  a  conjecture.  The  a^reasor  is  he  who 
first  violates  the  peace ;  and  every  ally  will  interpret  the 
aggression  according  to  his  own  interest  and  convenience. 
The  administration  maintained  the  appeexahce  of  can* 
dour,  in  the  midst  of  their  hostilities.  The  merchant 
•  ships,  of  which  a  great  number  had  beenltaken  from  the 
French,  were  not  sold  and  divided  among  the  captors, 
according  to  the  practice  of  war ;  but  carefully  seques- 
tered, with  all  their  cargoes  and  effects,  in  order  to  be 
restored  to  their  ri^t  owners,  in  case  the  disputes  be-*' 
tween  the'  two  nations  should  not  be  productive  of  an 
open  rupture.  In  this  particular,  however,  it  was  pity 
that  a  little  common  sense  had  not  been  blended  with 
their  honourable  intention.  Great  part  of  the  cal^oes 
consisted  offish,  and  other  perishable  comniodities,  which 
were  left  to  rot  and  putrefy,  and  afterward  thrown  over- 
board, to  prevent  contagion ;  so  that  the  owners  and 
captors  were  equally  disappointed,  aad  the  vialue  of  them 
lost  to  both  nations. 

§  III;  The  court  of  Versailles,  while  they  presented 
remonstrances  which  they  knew  would  prove  ineffisctnal, 
and  exclaimed  against.the  conduct  of  Great  Brita&i  with 
iEtU  the  arts  of  calumny  and  exaggeration  at  every  court 
in  Christendom,  continued  nevertheless  to  make  such 
{H'eparations  as  denoted  a  design  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  uncommon  vigour.  They  began'  to  prepare  and 
fbrtif;^  Dunkirk :  orders  were  published,  that  all  British 
subjects  should  quit  the  dominions  of  IPramce?  many 
English  vessels  were  seized  in  the  different  ports  of  that 
kingdom,  and  their  crews  sent  to  prisoijit.  At  the  same 
time  an  edict  was  issued,  inviting  the  French  subjects  to 
equip  privateers,  oflfering  a  premium  of  forty  livres  for 
every  gun,  and  as  much  for  every  man  they  shouid  take 
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fronr  the  enemy ;  and  promising  t^at,  in  case  a  peace 
should  be  speedily  concluded,  the  king  would  purchase 
4;he  privateers  at  prime  cost.  They  employed  great  num- 
bers of  artificers  and  seamen  in  equipping  a  formidable 
squadron  of  ships  at  Brest;  and  assembling  a  strong 
body  of  land-forces,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number  of 
transports^  threatened  the  island  of  Great  Britain  with  a 
dangerous  invasion. 

§  IV.  The  English  people  were  seized  with  conster- 
nation :  the  ministry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed.  Co- 
lonel  Yorke,  the  British  resident  at  the  Hague,  was  or- 
dered by  his  majesty  to  make  a  requisition  of  the  six  * 
thousand  men  whom  the  states-general  are  obliged  by 
treaty  to  fiimish,  when  Great  Britain  shall  be  threatened 
with  an  invasion;  and  in  February,  he  presented  a  me- 
morial  for  this  purpose.  Monsieur  d'Affry,  the  French 
king's  minister  at  the  Hague,  having  received  intimation 
of  this  demand,  produced  a  counter-memorial  from  his 
master,  charging  the  English  as  the  aggressors,  and  giv-^ 
ing  the  states-general  plainly  to  understand,  that,  should 
liey  grant  the  succours  demanded  by  Great  Britain,  he 
would  consider  their  compliance  as  an  act  of  hostility 
against  himself.  The  Dutch,  though  divided  among 
themselves  by  faction,  were  unanimously  averse  to  any 
measure  that  might  involve  them  in  the  apprbachii^ 
war.  Their  commerce  was  in  a  great  measure  decayed, 
and  their  finances  were  too  much  exhausted  to  admit  of 
an  immediate  augmentation  of  their  forces,  which,  for 
many  other  reasons,  they  strove  to  avoid.  They  foresaw 
a  great  increase  of  trade  in  their  adhering  to  a  punctual 
neutrality  t  they  were  afraid  of  the  French  by  land,  and 
jealous  of  the  English  by  sea ;  and^  perhaps,  enjoyed  the 
prospect  of  seeing  these  two  proiid  and  powerfiil  nations 
humble  and  impoverish  each  other.  Certain  it  is,  the 
states-general  protracted  their  answer  to  Mr.  Yorke's ' 
memorial  by  such  affected  delays,  that  the  court  .of  Lon-^ 
don  perceived  their  intention,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
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iiiortificdtion  of  a  flat  denial,  the  king  ordered  his  resi- 
'dent  46  acquaint  the  princ^-reg^it,  that  he.would  not 
insist  upon  his  demand.  The  States,  thus  freed  from 
their  perplexity^  at  length  delivered  an  answer  to  Mr. 
Yorke,  in  which  they  expatiated  on  the  difficulties  they 
were  laid  und^,  and  thanked  his  Britannic  majesty  for 
haying  freed  them,  by  his  declaration,  from  that  embar- 
rassment into  which  they  were  thrown  by  his  first  de-. 
mand,  and  the  coimter-memorial  of  the  French  minister. 
The  real  sentiments  of  those  people,  however,  more 
plainly  appeared  in  the  previous  resolution  deliy^ted  U> 
the  states  of  Holland  by  the  towns  of  Amsterdam,  Dort, 
Haerlan,  Gouda,  Rotterdam,  and  Enckhuysen,  declar<- 
ii^  flatly  that  England  was  uncontrovertibly  the  agr 
gressor  in  Europe,  by  seizing  a  consideraWe  number  of 
French  vessels :  that  the  threatened  invasion  of  Great 
Britain  did  not  s^ect  the  republic's  gruajrantee  of  the 
Protestant  succession,  inasmuch  as  it  was  only  intended 
to  obtain  reparation  for  the  injury  sustained  by  the  sub- 
jects of  his  most  Christian  majesty :  finally,  that  the  suc- 
cours demanded  could  b^  of  no  advants^  to  the  kii;ig  <^ 
England,  as  it  appeared  by  the  declaration  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  that  their  granting  these  succours 
would  immediately  lay  them  under  a  necessity  of  de- 
manding, in  their  turn,  assistance  from  Great  Britain. 
From  this  way  of  arguing,  the  English  may  perceive 
what  they  have  to  expect  in  cases  of  emergency  from 
th^  friendship  of  their  nearest  allies,  who  must  always 
be  furnished  with  the  same  excuse,  whenever  they  find 
it  convenient  or  necessary  to  their  own  interest.  Such  ^ 
consideration,  joinefl  to  other  concurring  motives,  ought 
to  induce  the  British  legislature  to  withdraw  its  de- 
pendance  from  all  foreign  connexions,  and  to  provide 
such  a  constitutional  force  within  itself,  as  will  be  fuUy 
sufficient  to  baffle  all  the  effi>rts  of  an^extemal  enemy. 
The  apprehensions  and  distraction  of  the  people  at  this 
juncture  plainly  evinced  the  expediency  of  such  a  na- 
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ii<Mial  force ;  but  different  parties  were  divided  in  tlieir 
opinions  about  the  nature  of  such  a  prorision*  Some  of 
the  wannest  friends  of  their  country  proposed  a  well  re- 
gulated militia,  as  an  institution  that  would  effectually 
answer  the  purpose  of  defending  a  wide  extended  sea^ 
coast  from  inyasion ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  this  pro- 
posal was  ridiculed  and  refuted  as  impracticable  or  use- 
less by  all  the  retainers  to  the  court,  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  standing  army.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  experi- 
ment could  not  be  immediately  tried,  and  the  present 
juncture  demanded  some  instant  determination,  recourse 
was  had  to  a  foreign  remedy.  , 

§  V.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  king  sent 
a  written  message  to  parliament,  intimating,  that  he  had 
received  repeated  advices  from  different  persons  and 
places,  that  a  design  had  been  formed  by  the  French 
court  to  invade  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  and  the  great 
preparations  offerees,  ships,  artillery,  and  warlike  stores, 
then  notoriously  making  in  the  ports  of  France  opposite 
to  the  British  coasts,  together  with  the  language  of  the 
French  ministers  in  some  foreign  courts,  left  little  room 
to  doubt  the  reality  of  such  a  design :  that  his  majesty 
had  augmented  his  forces  both  by  sea  and  land^  and 
taken  proper  measures  and  precautions  for  putting  his 
kingdom  in  a  posture  of  defence :  that,  in  order  farther 
to  strengthen  himself,  he  had  made  a  requisition  of  a 
body  of  Hessian  troops,  pursuant  to  the  late  treaty,  to 
be  forthwith  brought  over,  alid  for  that  purpose  ordered 
transports  to  be  prepared :  that  he  doubted  not  of  being 
enabled  and  supported  by  his  parliament  in  taking  such 
measures  as  might  be  conducive  to  an  end  so  essential  to 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  the  preservation  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  these  king- 
doms. This  message  was  no  sooner  received,  than  both 
houses  voted,  composed,  and  presented  very  warm  and 
affectionate  addresses,  in  which  his  majesty  was  thanked 
for  the  requisition  he  had  made  of  the  Hessian  troops ; 
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a  measiire  which  at  any  other  time  would  have  beea 

stigmatized  with  all  the  satire  and  rhetoric-of  the  oppo^ 

...  .    •  . 

sition. 

^  VL  Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  soffi* 
cient  to  secure  the  island,  and  quiet  the  terrors  of  ihe 
people.     In  a  few  days,  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  minister,  en- 
couraged by  the  unanimity  which  had  appeared  so  con- 
ispicuous  in  the  motions  for  the  late  addresses,  ventured 
to  move  again,  in  the  house  of  commons,  that  another 
address  should  be  presented  to  the  king,  beseeching  his 
^^^^tyy  that  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  this^  island, 
and  £or  the  better  security  of  the  religion  and  liberties  of 
his  subjects  against  the  threatened  attack  by  a  foreign 
^lemy,  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  twelve 
battalions  of  his  electoral  troops,  together  with  the  usual 
detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  forthwith  brought  into  this 
kingdom.    There  was  a  conisiderable  party  in  the  house, 
to  whom  such  a  motion  was  odious  and  detestable ;  but 
considering  the  critical  situation  of  affairs,  they  were 
afiraid  that  a  direct  opposition  might  expose  them  to  a 
more  odious  suspicion  1  they,  therefore,  moved  for  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  insisted  on  the  question's  being 
put  upon  that  motion ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative 
by  a  considerable  majority,  which  also  agreed  to  the 
other  proposal.     The  resolution  of  the  hduse  was  com- 
municated to  the  lords,  who  unanimousTy  concurred; 
and  their  joint  address  being  pr«^nted,  his  majesty  as- 
sured, them  he  would  immediately  comply  with  thdr  rer 
quest.     Accordingly,  such  expedition  was  used,  that  in 
Ilie  course  of  the  next  month,  both  Hanoverians  and 
Hessians  arrived  in  Euggland,  and  encamped  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom. — As  the  fears  of  an  invasion  sub-  * 
sided  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  their  antipathy  to  these 
foreign  auxiliaries  emerged.     They  were  beheld  with 
the  ^es  of  jealousy,  suspicion,  and  disdain.   They  were 
treated  with  contempt,  reserve,  and  rigour.     The  mi- 
tkifitry  was  execrated  for  having  reduced  the  nation  id 
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such  a  low  circumstance  of  disgrace,  as  that  they  should 
,  owe  their  security  to  German  mercenaries.  There  were 
not  wanting  some  incendiaries,  who  circulated  hmts  and 
insinuations,  that  the  kingdom  had  been  purposely  left 
unprovided ;  and  that  the  natives  of  South  Britain  had 
been  formerly  subdued  and  expelled  by  a  body  of  Saxon 
auxiliaries,  whom  they  had  hired  for  their  preseryatibn. 
In  a  word,  the  doubts  and  suspicions  of  a  people,  natu- 
rally blunt  and  jealous,  were  inflamed  to  such  a  degree 
of  animosity,  that  nothing  would  have  restrained  them 
from  violent  acts  of  outrage,  but  the  most  orderly,  mo- 
dest, and  inoffensive  behaviour  by  which  both  the  Ha- 
*  noverians  and  Hessians  were  distinguished. 

§  Vll.  Under  the  cloak  of  an  invading  armament, 
which  engTQssed  the  attention  of  the  British  nation,  th^ 
French  were  actually  employed  in  preparations  for  an 
expedition,  which  succeeded  according  to  their  wish. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  advice  was  received  that  a 
French  squadron  would  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  sail 
from  Toulon :  this  was  afterward  confirmed  by  repeated 
intelligence,  not  only  from  foreign  gazettes,  but  also 
from  English  ministers  and  consuls  residing  in  Spain 
and  Italy.  They  affirmed,  that  the  Toulon  squadron 
consisted  of  twelve  or  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  with  a 
great  number  of  transports ;  that  they  were  supplied 
with  provision  for  two  months  only,  consequently  could 
not  be  intended  for  America ;  and  that  strong  bodies 
of  troops  were  on  their  march  from  different  parts  of 
the  French  dominions  to  Dauphine  and  Provence,  in 
order  to  be  embarked.  Notwithstanding  these  parti- 
cdard  of  information,  which  plainly  pointed  out  Mi- 
norca as  the  object  of  their  expedition ;  notwithstanding- 
the  extensive  and  important  commerce  carried  on  by  the 
sitbjects  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Mediterranean ;  no  care 
was  taken  to  send  thither  a  squadron  of  ships  capable  to, 
protect  the  trade,  and  frustrate  th^  designs  of  the  enemy^ 
That  great  province  was  left  to  a  few  inconsiderable 
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ships  and  frigates,  which  could  serv6  no  ot^ier  purpose 
than  that  of  carrying  intelligence  from  port  to  port,  send 
enriching  their  commanders,  by  msiking  prize  of  mer- 
chant vessels.  Nay,  the  ministry  seemed  to  pay  little  or 
no  regard  to  the  remonstrance  of  general  Blakeney,  de- 
puty-governor of  Minorca,  who,  in  repeated  advices,  re- 
j^resented  the  weakness  of  the  garrison  which  he  com- 
manded in  St.  Philip's  castle,  the  chief  fottress  on  the 
island.  Far  from  strengthening  the  garrison  with  a 
proper  ^reinforcement,  they  did  not  even  send  thither 
the  officers  belonging  to  it,  who  were  in  England  upon 
leave  of  absence,  nor  give  directions  for  any  vessel  to 
transport  them,  until^the  French  armament  was  ready 
to.  make  a  descent  upon  that  island.^ 

§  VIIL  At  length,  the  destination  of  the  enemy'is  fleet 
being  universally  known,  the  ministry  seemed  to  rouse 
from  their  lethargy,  and,  like  persons  suddenly  waking, 
acted  with  hurry  and  precipitation.  Instead  of  detach- 
ii^  a  squadron  that  in  all  respects  should  be  superior 
to  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  bestowii^ 
the  command  of  it  upon  an  officer  of  approved  courage 

^  It  is  with  pleasure  we  seize  this  opportunity  of  recording  an  instance  of  gal- 
lantly and  patriotism  in  a  British  officer*  which  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
character  dt  a  !Roman  tribune.  Captain  Cunningham,  an  accomplished  young 
^nentleman,  who  acted  as  engineer  in  second  at  Minorca,  being  preferred  to  a  ma* 
jority  at  home,  and  recalled  to  his  regiment  by  an  express  order,  had  repaired 
with  his  family  to  Mce,  in  Italy,  where  he  waited  for  the  opportunity  of  a  ship 
bound  for  England,  when  he  received  certain  inteUkrence  that  the  French  anna- 
ment  was  destined  for  the  place  he  had  quitted.  His  lady,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  was  just  delivered,  and  two  of  his  children  were  dangerouisly  ill  of  the 
small-pox.  He  recollected  that  the  chief  engineer  of  Minorca  was  mfinn,  and 
iadeea  disabled  by  the  gout,  and  that  many  things  were  wanting  for  the  defence 
of  the  fortress.  His  zeal  for  the  honour  and  service  of  his  country  immediately 
liiaBiphed  over  the  calls  of  tenderness  and  of  nature.  He  enended  a  consider- 
able suB^  -of  money  in  purchasing  timber  for  the  platforms,  and  other  necesaaxie^ 
for  the  garrison ;  hired  a  ship  for  transporting  them  thither;  and  tearing  himself 
£rom  his  wife  and  children,  thus-  left  among-  strangers  in  a  foreign  cooatiy,  em* 
barked  again  for  Minorca,  where  he  knew  wat  he  should  be  in  a  peculiar  manner 
expo9ed.to  all  the  dai^ers  of  a  furious  siege.  In  the  course  of  this  desperate  ser- 
vice he  acquitted  himself  with  that  vigilance,  skill,  and  active  courage,  which  he 
had  on  divers  former  occasions  displayed,  until  the  assault  was  given  to  ^e  queen's 
hajrtion ',  when,  mixing  with  the  enemy,  sword  in  hand,  he  was  disabled  in  his 
right  arm  by  the  shot  of  a  musket  and  we  thrust  of  a  bayonet  His  behaviour  was 
fo  acCeptabJe  to  his~  sovereign,  that  when  he  retained  to  ISkigland  he  wm  prefei|red 
to  the  rank  of  colonel  in,  die  guards.  He  afterward  acted  as  chief  engineer  in  the^ 
attempts  and  desceiiti  which  were  made  on  the  Frencih  coast ;  th6ugh  grifcvoolily 
maisiied;  he  accepted  the^  same  office  in  the  expedition  to  GuadsQoupe,  where  h9 
died  uBiveisally  regretted. 
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and  activity,  they  allotted  no  more  than  ten  ships  of 
the  line  for  this  service,  vesting  the  command  of  them 
in  admiral  Byng,  who  had  never  met  with  any  occasion 
to  signalize  his  courage,  and  whose  character  was  not 
very  popular  in  the  navy  y  but  Mr*  West,  the  second  in 
command,  was  a  gentl^nan  universally  respected  for 
his  probity,  ability,  and  resolution.  The  ten  ships  de- 
stined for  this  expedition  were  but  in  very  indifferent 
order,  poorly  manned,  and  unprovided  with  either  hos- 
pital or  fire-ship.  They  sailed  from  Spithead  on  the 
7th  day  of  April,  having  on  board,  as  part  of  their  com- 
plement, a  regiment  of  soldiers  to  be  landed  at  Gibraltar, 
with  major-general  Stuart,  lord  l^ngham,  and  colonel 
Comwallis,  whose  ^regiments  were  in  garrison  at  Mi- 
norca^  about  forty  inferior  officers,  and  near  one  hundred 
recruits,  as  a  reinforcement  to  8t  Philip's  fortress. 

§  IX.  After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been  re- 
ceived, one  would  imagine  the  government  of  England 
was  still  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force  and:  destination.; 
for  the  instructions  delivered  to  admiral  Byng  imported^ 
that  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  he  should  inquire  whe- 
ther any  French  squadron  had  passed  through  the 
Straits ;  and  that,  being  certified  in  the  affirmative,  as  it 
was  probably  designed  for  North  America,  he  should 
immediately  detach  rear-admiral  West  to  Louisbourg, 
on  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  with  such  a  number  of 
ships,  as,  when  joined  with  those  at  Halifax,  would  con- 
stitute a  force  superior  to  the  armament  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  2d  day  of  May,  admiral  Byng  arrived  at  Gib- 
raltar, where  he  found  captain  Edgecumbe,  with  the 
Princess  Louisa  ship  of  war,  and  a  sloop,  who  informed 
him  that  the  French  armament,  commanded  by  M.  de 
la  Galissonniere,  consisting  of  thirteen  ships  of  the  line, 
with  a  great  number  of  transports,  having  on  board  a 
body  of  fifteen  thousand  land-forces,  had  sailed  from 
Toulon  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  and  made  a  descent 
^  upon  the  island  of  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (captain 
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j5dgecuii^)  had  been  obliged  to  retire  attbeir  ap* 
prdacli.     General  Fowke,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar, 
had  received  two  succesaive  orders  from  the  secretary 
at  war  with  respect  to  bis  sparing  a  battalion  of  troops 
to  be  transported  by  Mr.  Byng,  as  a  reinforcemeM  to 
Minorca ;  but  as  the  two  orders  appeared  inconsistent 
or  equivocal,  a  council  of  war  was  consulted^  and  the 
majority  were  of  opinion  that  no  troops  should  be  sent 
&om  thence  to  Minorca,  except  a  detachment  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  little  squadron  of  captain  Edge- 
cumbe,  who  had  left  a  good  number  of  his  seamen  and 
marines,  under  the  command  of  captain  Scroop,  to  as-^ 
sist  in  the  defence  of  Fort  St.  Philip's.     These  articles 
.of  intelligence  the  admiral  dispatched  by  an  express  to 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  and  in  his  letter  made  use  of 
some  impoUtic  expressions,  which,  in  aU  probability,  it 
would  have  been  well  for  him  had  he  omitted.    He  said, 
if  he  had  been  so  happy  as  to  have  arrived  at  Mahon 
before  the  French  had  landed,  he  flattered  himself  he 
should  have  been  able  to  prevent  their  getting  a  footing 
on  that  island.     He  complained,  that  there  were  no  ma- 
gazines' in  Gibraltar  for  supplying  the  squadron  with* 
necessaries ;;  that  the  careening  wharfs,  pits,  and  stores 
houses,  were  entirely  decayed,  so  that  he  should  find 
Uie  greatest  difixeulty  in  cleaning  thei  ships  that  were 
foul ;  and  this  was  the  case  with  some  of  those  he  car^ 
ried  out  from  England,  as  well  as  with  those  which  had 
been  for  some  time  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean.     He 
signified  his  opinion,  that,  even  if  it  should  be  found 
practicable,  it  would  be  very  impolitic  to  throw  any  meuf 
i&to  St*  Philip's  castlC)  which  could  not  be  saved  with- 
out, a  land^force  sufhcietrt  to  railse  the  siege;  ther^ore^ 
a>  small  reinforcement  would  only  add  so  many  men  to 
the  number  which  must  fall  into  iiie  hands  of  dse  eneimy; 
He  observed,  that  such  enginters'and  artillery-n^n  in 
Gibralliur,  as  had  been  at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion^  that 
it  wcmld  be  in^tpoaaible  to  throw  any  tmmbekt  of  mipn  uAq 
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St.  Philip'd,  if  the  Fraich  had  erected  batteries  on  the 
two  shores  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  so  as  to  bar 
all  passage  up  to  the  sally-port  of  the  fortress ;  and  with 
this  opinion  he  signified  the  concurrence  of  his  own 
sentiments.  The  first  part  of  this  letter  was  a  do wni:ight 
impeachment  of  the  ministry,  for  having  delayed  the 
expedition,  for  having  sent  out  ships  unfit  for  service, 
and  for  having  neglected  the  magazines  and  wharfs  at 
Gibraltar.  In  the  latter  part  he  seemed  to  prepare  them 
for  the  subsequent  account  of  his  misconduct  and  mis- 
carris^.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  they  underwent 
this  accusation  without  ap|>rehension  and  resentment; 
and  as  they  foresaw  the  loss  of  Minorca,  which  would 
not  fail  to  excite  a  national  clamour,  perhaps  they  now 
began  to  take  measures  for  gratifying  their  resentment, 
and  transferring  the  blame  from  thanselves  to  the  per- 
son who  had  presumed  to  hint  a  disapprobation  of  their 
conduct :  for  this  purpose  they  could  not  have  found  a 
fairer  opportunity  than  Mr.  Bjmg's  subsequent  behaviour 
afforded. 

§  X.  The  admiral  being  strengthened  by  Mr.  Edge- 
cumbe,  and  reinforced  by  a  detachment  firom  the  gar- 
risoti,  set  sail  firoih  Gibraltar  on  the  8th  4ay  of  May, 
and  was  joined  off  Majorca  by  his  majesty's  ship  the 
Phoenix,  under  the  command  of  captain  Hervey,  who 
confirmed  the  intelligence  he  had  already  received, 
touching  the  strei^h  and  destination  of  the  French 
squadron.  When  he  appi:oached  Minorca,  he  descried 
the  British  colours  still  flying  at  the  castle  of  St.  Philip's, 
and  several  bomb-batteries  playing  upon  it  from  dif- 
ferent quarters  where  the  French  banners  were  displayed. 
Thus  mformed,  he  detisLched  three  ships  a-head^  witb 
captain  Hervey,  to  reconnoitre  tiie  harbour's  mouth,  and. 
land,  if  possible,  a  letter  for  general  Blakeney,  giving 
him  to  understand  the  fleet  was  come  to  his  assistance.  % 
Before  this  attempt  could  be  made,  the  French  fleet  ap- 
pearing to  the  south-east,  and  the  wind  blowing  strong 
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off  skore^  he  recalled  his  ships,  and  formed  the  line  of 
battle.     About  six  o'clock  ia^  evening,  the  ^lemy,  ta 
the  number  of  seventeen  ships,  thirteen  of  which  ap-» 
peared  to  be  very  large,  advanced  in  order ;  but  about . 
seven  tacked,  with  a  view  to  gain  the  weather-gage. 
Mr.  Byng,  in  order  to  preserve  that  advantage,  as  well 
as  to  make  sure  of  the  land  wind  in  the  morning,  fol- 
lowed their  example,  being  then  about  five  leagues  from 
Cape  Mola.     At  daylight  the  enemy  could  not  be  des-^ 
cried ;  but  two  tartanes  appearing  close  to  the  rear  of 
the  English  squadron,  they  were  immediately  chased  by 
signal.     One  escaped,  and  the  other  being  taken,  was 
found  to  have  on  board  two  French  captains,  two  lieu-^ 
tenants,  and  about  one  hundred  private  soldiers,  part  of 
six  hundred  who  had  been  sent  out  in  tartanes  the  pre- 
ceding day,  to  reinforce  the  enemy's  squadron.     This 
soon  reappearing,  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  each  . 
side,  and  about  two  o'clock  admiral  Byng  threw  out  a 
signal  to  beiar  away  two  points  from  the  wind  and  en- 
gs^e.     At  this  time  his  distance  from  the  enemy  was  so 
great,  that  rear-admiral  West,  perceiving  it  impossible 
to  comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away  with  his  division 
seven  points  from  the  wind,  and  closing  down  upon  the 
enemy,  attacked  them  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the 
ships  which  opposed  him  were  in  a  little  time  driven 
out  of  the  line.    Had  he  been  properly  sustained  by  the 
van,  in  all  probability  the,  British  fleet  would  have  ob- 
tained a  complete  victory ;  but  the  other  division  did 
not  bear  down,  and  the  enany's  centre  keeping  that  sta- 
tion, rear-admiral  Weift  could  not  pursue  his  advantage 
without  running  the  risk  of  seeing  his  communication 
with  the  rest  of  the  line  entirely  cut  off.     In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  addon,  the  Intrepid,  in  Mr.  Byng's  di^sion, 
was  so  disabled  in'  her  rigging,  that  she  could  not  be 
managed,  and  drove  on  the  ship  that  was'iiext  in  posi- 
tion ;  a  circumstance  which  obliged  several  'others  :t5 
throw  a^l  a-back,  in  oirder  to  avoid  c;oQf$isio9,  sind  for 
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name  time  raided  the  action.  Cerbum  it  is,  that  Mr. 
Bypg)  though  accommodated  Tvith  a  noble  ship  of  mnety 
gunsy  made  little  or  no  use  of  his  artillery ,  but  kepfc 
aloof,  either  from  on  overstrained  observance  of  disci- 
pline, or  timidity.  When  his  captain  e^chorted  him  to 
bear  down  upon  the  eneiny,  he  very  coolly  replied,  that 
he  would  avoid  the  error  of  admiral  Matthews,  whp,  in 
his  engagement  with  the  French  and  Spanish  squadrons 
off  Toulon,  during  the  preceding  war,  had  brdke  the 
line  by  his  own  precipitation,  and  exposed  himself  singly 
to  a  fire  that  he  could  not  sustain.  Mr.  Byng,  on  the 
contrary,  was  determined  against  actings  except  with  the 
line  entire ;  and,  on  pretence  of  rectifying  the  disord^ 
which- had  happened  among  some  of  the  ships,  hesitated 
so  long,  and  kept  at  such  a  wary  distance,  that  he  never 
was  properly  engaged,  though  he  received  some  few 
shots  in  his  hull.  M.  de  la  Galissonniere  seemed  equally 
averse  to  the  continuance  of  the  battle;  part  of  his 
sqi^adron.  had  been  &irly  obliged  to  quit  the  line;  and 
though  he  was  rather  superior  to  the  Englieih  in  number 
of  men  and  weight  of  metal,  he  did  not  choose  to  abide 
the  Consequence  of  a  closer  fight  with  an  enemy  so  ex* 
pert  in  naval  operations :  he,  therefore,  took  advantage 
of  Mr.  Byng's  hesitation,  and  edged  away  with  an  easy 
sail  to  join  his  van,  which  had  been  discomfited.  The 
English  admiral  gave  chase ;  but  the  French  ships  being 
iOlean,  he  could  not  come  up  and  close  them  again,  so 
they  retired. at  their  leisure.  Then  he  put  his  squadron 
icm  the  other  tack,  in  order  to  keep  die  wind .  of  the 
enemy ;  and  next  momi|ig  they  were  altogeth^  out  of 
flight. 

§  XL  While  he  lay  to  with  the  rest  of  his  fleet,  at  the 
dirtance  often  leagues  from  Mahon,  he  detached  i^ruisers 
to  look  for  some  missing  ships,  which  joined  him  aecoidr 
ingly,  andrtnade  an  inquiry  into  the  cotidition  of  the 
aquadron.  The  number  of  killed  amounted  to  forty-two, 
jiicluding  caption  Andrews  of  the  Defiance^  and  nhoui 
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one  huodred  and  smty-eight  were  wouoided.  Thoee  of 
tine  capital  ships  were  s6  damaged  in  their  masts^  that 
they  could  Hot  keep  the  sea,  with  any  r^ard  to  their 
safety;  a  great  number  of  the  seaoBen  were  ill,  and  there 
was  no  vessel  which  could  be  converted  into  an  hoispital 
for  the  sick  and  wounded.  In  this  situation  Mr.  Byng 
called  a  council  of  war,  at  which  the  land-officers  weise 
present.  He  represented  to  them,  that  he  was  muck 
inferior  to  the  enemy  in  weight  of  metal  and  number  of 
men;  that  they  had  the  advantage  of  sending  their 
wounded  to  Minorca,  from  whence  at  the  same  time  l&ey 
were  refreshed  and  reinforced  occasionally;  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  impracticable  to  relieve  St.  Philip's  forty 
and,  thereitM'e,  they  ought  to  make  the  best  of  their  way 
back  to  Gibraltar, 'which  might  require  immediate prot- 
tectioii.  They  unanimously  concurred  with  his  «entii- 
BlQlts^  and  thither  he  directed  his  course  accordingly. 
How  he  csme  to  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  imprae-. 
ticability  of  relieving  general  Blakeney,  it  is  not  easy  to* 
determine,  as  na  experiment  was  made  for  that  purpQfle.i 
Indeed^  the  neglect  of  such  a  trial  seems  to  have  beeb 
the  leBBt  excusable  part  of  his  conduct;  for  it  afterwaird; 
s^peared,  diat  the  officers  tod  soldiers  belongings  to.  the 
garrison  might  have  be^i  landed  at  the  sally-^ort,  with«*. 
out  ruBuing^  any  great  rii^;  and  a.  gentleman^  then  ia 
tiie  fort,  actually  passed  and  rapa^used  in  a  boat,  unhurt 
by  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries* 

^  XH.  Mr.  Byhg's  letter  to  the  admirs^ty,  contaimag* 
a  detail  of  this  action,  is  said  to  have  arrived  some  da^ 
before  it  was  made  public;  and  when  it  appeared, *'#a» 
curtailed  of  divers  expressions,  and  whole  paragraphs^, 
which  either  tended  to  \m  own  justification,  or  implied 
a  censure  on  the  conduct  of  his  superior.  Whateverf 
use  ^nigfat  have  been  made  of  this  letter  while  it  r^mineol 
a  saeret  to  tine  public,  we  shall  not  pi^etend  to;  isxplani; 
hnt^tfre  it  k^  Ihat,  on^e  lOthdayof  JuBe,.8ilD  Bdtipaffd 
Hawke  and  admiral  Saunders  sailed  from  Spitbsad  id 
Gihrakal,  tb  to|>esw(k  the/ad»ii^  Byng  and  H^i^ti  in 


64  ^NC^LXND.  [1766. 

their x^ommands  df  the  Mediterranean  squadron;  and  Mr. 
Byng's  letter  was  not  published  till  the  26th  day  of  the 
same  month,  when  it  produced  all  the  effect  which  that 
g^itleman's  bitterest  enemies  cotild  have  desired.  The 
^populace  took  fire  like  a  train  of  the  most  hasty  com- 
bustibleS)  and  broke  out  into  sudi  a  clamour  of  rage' and 
indignation  s^ainst  the  devoted  admiral,  as  could  not 
have  been  exceeded,  if  he  had  lost  the  whole  navy  of 
England,  and  left  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom  naked  to 
invasion.  This  animosity  was  carefully  fomented  and 
maintained  by  artful  emissaries,  who  mingled  with  all 
public  assemblies,  from  the  drawing-room  at  St.  James's 
to  the  mob  at  Charing-cross.  They  expatiated  upon  ihe 
insolence,  the  folly,  the  cowardice,  and  misconduct,  of 
the  unhappy  admiral.  They  even  presumed  to  make, 
their  sovereign  in  some  measure  an  instrament  of  their 
calumny,  by  suggesting,  that  his  majesty  had  prognos- 
ticated B3mg's  misbehaviour  from  the  contents  of  his  first 
letter,  dated  at  Gibraltar.  They  ridiculed  and  refuted  the 
reasons  he  had  given  for  returning  to  that  fortress,  after- 
his  scandalous  rencounter  with  the  French  squadron; 
and,  in  order  to  exasperate  them  to  the  most  implacaUe 
resentment,  they  exaggerated  the  terrible  consequence 
of  losing  Minorca,  which  must  now  be  subdued  through 
his  treachery  or  want  of  resolution.  In  a  word,  he  was 
devoted  as  thescape-goatof  the  ministry,  to  whose  supine 
negligence,  ignorance,  and  misconduct,  the  loss  of  thai 
important  fortress  was  undoubtedly  owing.  Byng's  mis- 
caxriage  was  thrown  out  like  a  barrel  to  the  whale, -in 
order  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  people,  that  it  might 
not  be  attracted  by  the  real  cause  of  the  national  mis- 
fortune. In  order  to  keep  up  the  flame  which  had'  been 
kindled  against  the  admiral,  recourse  was  had  to  the 
lowest  artifices.  ^Agents  were  employed  to  vilify  his  per^r 
son  in  all  public  places  of  vulgar  resort;  and  mobs  were 
hixed  at  different  parte  of  the  capital 'to  hang  and  burn 
hint  in  effigy.  . 
^  XIIL  The  tfio  officers  who  succeeded  to  the  com- 
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mand  in  the^Mediterranean  wei^-a^coiiiqpftiiicdtbjr  Lofd 
Tyrawley,  whom  his  majcssty  had  appointed  torsuparsede 
general  Fowke  in  the.  government  of  Gibraltar,  Aat  ge»- 
tleman  having  incurred  the  displej^ure  of  the  ministiy, 
for  not  having  understood  an  order  which  was  unintel- 
ligible. By  the  same  conveyance,  a  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary to  the  admiralty  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Byng,  giving 
him  notice  that  he  was  recalled.  To  this  intin^tion  hsd 
replied  in  such  a  manner  as  denoted  a  consciousness  of 
having  done  his  duty,  and  a  laudable  desire  to  yindieate 
his  own  conduct.  His  answer  contained  a  farther  accouiit 
of  the  engagement  in  which  he  was  supposed  to  hav? 
nri^behavSTinirmixed  with  «,a«  p«eX«lc»M™. 
of  the  enemy's  superiority  and  weight  of  metal,  which 
^^erved  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  exposing  his  cha. 
racter  still  more  to  ridicule  and  abuse;  and  he  was  ^umin 
so  impolitic  as  to  hazard  certain  expr^ions,  ^ich  ^m 
fresh  fuel  to  the  resentment  of  his  enemies.  Directions 
were  immediately  dispatched  to  sir  Edward  Hawke,  ihst, 
Byng  should  be  sent  home  in  arrest;  and  an  order  to  the 
same  purpose  was  lodged  at.  every  port  in  the  kingdom; 
j>recautipns  which,  however  unnecessaiy  to  secure  &e 
person  of  a  man  who  longed  ardently  to  justify  his  cha- 
racter by  a  public  trial,  wer^  yet  productive  of  consider 
rable  effect  )n  augmenting  the  populajr  odium.  Admiral 
Byng  immediately  embarked  in.  the  ship  whicl^  had  car- 
ried out  his  successor,  and  was  accompaiaed  by  Mr. 
'VV'est,  general  Fowke,  and  several  other  officera  of  thajt 
garrison,  who  were  also  recalled,  in  consequence  of  hftv<- 
ing  subscribed  to  the  result  of  the  council  of  war,  which 
we  have  mentioned  above.  When  they  arrived  in  Eng^ 
land,  Mr.  West  n^et  with  such  a  gracious  reception  from 
his  majesty  as  was  thought  due  to  his  extraordinaiy 
merit;  but  Mr.  Byng  was  committed  close  prisoner  in 
an  apartment  pf  Greenwich  hospital. 

§  XIV.  In  the  mean  time  the  siege  of  St.  Philip^ 
fort  in  Minorca  was  prosecuted  with  unremitting  vigo^an 
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Th^  afmament  of  Toulon,  consisting  of  the  fleet  com- 
manded fay  M.  de  la.Galissonniere,  and  the  troops  mider 
the  duke  de  Richelieuy  arrived  on  the  18th  day  of  April 
at  the  port  of  Ciudadella,  <m  that  part  of  the  island  op- 
posite to  Mahon,  or  St.  Philip's,  and  immediately  began 
to  disembark  their  forces.  Two  days  before  they  reached 
the  island,  general  Blakehey  had,  by  a  packet  boat,  re- 
ceived certain  intelligence  of  their  approach,  and  began 
to  make  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  castle.  The 
f<Ml;  which  he  commanded  was  very  extensive,  surrotmded 
with  numerous  redoubts,  ravelins,  and  other  outworks; 
and  provided  with  subterranean  galleries,  mines,  and 
traverses,  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock  with  incredible  labour. 
Upon  the  whole,  this  was  one  of  the  best  forlified  places 
in  Europe;  well  supplied  with  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
provision;  and,  without  all  doubt,  might  have  sustained 
the  nAost  desperate  siege,  had  it  been  defended  by  a  riu*- 
liielrous  garrison,  conducted  by  able  engineers,  under  the 
^e  and  auspices  of  an  active  and  skilful  commander. 
All  these  advantages,  however,  did  not  concur  on  this 
oo^Dasion.  The  nunAer  of  trbc^s  in  Minorca  did  not  ex*- 
ceed  four  regiments,  whereas  the  nature  of  the  works 
Tequired  at  least  double  the  number;  and  even  of  these, 
above  forty  officers  were  absent.  The  chief  engines 
wai^  rendered  lame  by  the  gout,  and  the  general  himself 
opjpressed  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  The  natives 
of' the  island  might  have  been  serviceable  as  pioneers 
ot  day-labourers,  but,  from  their  hatred  to  the  Protestant 
religibn,  they  were  generally  averse  to  the  English  go- 
vernment, although  they  had  lived  happily  and  grown 
wealthy  undet  its  influence. 

§  XV.  iThe  governor  ordered  his  ofiicers  to  beat  up 
for  volunteers  in  the  adjacent  town  of  St.  Philip's ;  but 
few  bt  none  would  enlist  under  his  banners,  and  it  seems 
he  would  not  venture  to  compel  them  into  the  service. 
He  Recalled  all  his  advanced  parties,^  and,  in  particular, 
ft  comptoy  posted  at  Fomelles,  where  a  small  redoubt 
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had  been  raised,  and  five  campanies  at  CivriaitellBy  a 
poist  fortifiied  with  two  pieces  of  camioii,  whidh  were  n<wt 
withdrawn  as  soon  ad  the  enemy  began  to  disembaric  theit 
forces.  At  the  secme  time  major  Cunningham  was  detached 
with  a  party  to  break  down  the  bridges,  and  break  np  the 
roads  between  tiiat  place  and  St  Philip's;  but  the  task 
of  destroying  the  roads  could  not  be  performed  in  sudb 
a  hurry,  on  account  of  the  hard  rock  which  runs  along , 
the  surface  of  the  ground  through  this  whole  island : 
nor  was  there  time  to  demolish  the  town  of  St.  Philip's, 
which  stood  so  near  the  fort,  that  the  enemy  could  not 
fail  to  take  advantage  of  its  neighbourhood.  Tbie  streii^ 
served  them  for  trenches,  which  otherwise  could  not  hajve 
been  dug  liirough  the  solid  rock.  Here  they  made  a 
lodgment  close  to  the  works;  here  they  found  conveniest 
barracks  and  quarters  of  refreshment,  masks  for  tUmt 
batteries,  and  an  efiect\lal  cover  for  their  mortals  and 
bombardiers.  The  general  has  been  blamed  for  leaving 
the  tovra  standing;  but  if  we  consider  his  uncertaiio^ 
concerning  the  destination  of  the  French  armament,  the 
odious  nature  of  such  a  precaution,  which  could  not  &il 
to  exasperate  the  inhabitants,  and  the  impossibility  of 
executing  such  a  scheme  after  the  first  appearance  of  the 
enemy,  he  will  be  found  excusable,  if  not  altogether 
blameless.  Some  houses  and  windmills  were  actually 
demolished,  so  as  to  clear  the  eisplanade  and  the  sqp^ 
proaches.  All  the  wine  in  the  cellars  of  St.  Philip's  txmu 
was  destroyed,  arid  the  butts  were  carried  into  the  castle, 
where  they  might  serve  for  gabions  and  traverses.  FiveM 
and-twenty  Minorquin  bakers  were  hired,  and  a  large 
number  of  cattle  brought  into  the  fort,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  garrison.  iThe  ports  were  walled  up,  the  posts  as- 
signed, the  sentinels  placed,  and  all  the  different'guards 
appointed.  Commodore  Edgecumbe,  who  then  anchored  ^ 
in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  close  under  the  walls  of  the 
'  castle,  sailed  away  with  his  little  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  Chesterfield,  Princess  Louisa,  Portland^  and  Del** 
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j>lim,  after  haviiig  leftjall  hie  marines,  a  detachment  from 
Gibrahaor,  the  whole  crew  of  the  Porcupine  sloop,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  Dolphin's,  as  a  reinforcement  to 
the  fort,  liinder  the  immediate  direction  and  command  of 
captain  Scroop,  of  the  Dolphin,  who,  with  great  gal- 
lantry, ofii^^d  himself  for  this  seyere  duty,  and  bravely 
signalized  himself  during  the  whole  siege*    The  French 
admiral  might  certainly  have  blocked  up  this  harbour  in 
such  a  manner,  as  would  have  prevented  the  escape  of 
these  ships,  and  divers  other  rich  merchant  vessels,  which 
happened  then  to  be  at  Mahon;  but,  in  all  probability, 
they  purposely  allowed  them  to  abandon  the  place,  which, 
on  any  emei^ency,  or  assault,  their  crews  and  officers 
would  have  considerably  reinforced.     The  enemy  were 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  great  extent  of  the  works, 
and  the  weakness  of  the  garrison,  from  which  circum- 
stance they  derived  the  most  sanguine  hopes  thkt  the 
place  might  be  suddenly  taken,  without  the  trouble  of  a 
regular  siege.  After  Mr.  Edgecumbe  had  sailed  for  Gib- 
raltar, and  general  Blakeney  had  ordered  a  sloop  to  be 
sunk  in  the  channel  that  leads  to  the  harbour,  the  French 
squadron  made  its  appearance  at  this  part  of  the  island ; 
but,  without  having  attempted  any  thing  against  the  fort, 
fell  to  leeward  of  Cape  Mola.     Next  day  they  came  in 
sight  again,  but  soon  bore  away,  and  never  afterward, 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  siege,  approached  so 
near  as  to  give  the  garrison  the  least  disturbance. 

§XVI.  On  the  22d  day  of  April,  the  governor  sent  a 
drummer  to  the  French  general  with  a  letter,  desiring  to 
know  his  reasons  for  invading  the'  island.  To  this  an 
answ^  was  returned  by  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  declaring 
he  was  come  with  intention  to  reduce  the  island  under  the 
dominion  of  his  most  Christian  majesty ,  by  way  of  retalia- 
tion for  the  conduct  of  his  master,  who  had  seized  and 
detsiined  the  ships  belonging  to  the  king  of  France  and 
his  subjects^  If  we  may  judge  from  the-  first  operations 
of  this  nobleman,  he  was  but  indifierently  provided  with 
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IsBgineers;  for^  instead  of  beginning  hUa  approaches,  on 
the  side  of  St-  Philip's  toWn,  close  by  flie  outwoidcs^ 
wli^re  he  might  have  been  screened  from  the  fire  of  the 
garrison,  his  batteries  were  erected  at  Cape  Mola,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  harbour,  where  they  were  more 
exposed,  their  fire  much  less  efiectual,  &nd  indeed  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  be  of  any  service.  The  fire  of 
St  Philip  s  was  so  severe,  and  the  cannon  so  well  served 
on  this  quarter,  that  in  a  little  time  the  enemy  thought, 
proper  to  change  th^r  plan  of  attack,  and  advance  ott 
the  pMe  of  St.  Philip's  town,  which  ought  to  have  been 
the  first  object  of  their  consideration,  especially  as  they 
toxld  find  little, or  no  earth  to  fill  their  gabions,  and  open 
|>heir  tranches  in  the  us^al  forin.  On  the  12th  of  May^ 
libout  nine .  at  night,  they  opened  two  bomb-batteries, 
tiear  the  jplace  where  the  windmills  had  been  destroyed ; 
and  from  that  period  an  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  <m 
both  sides,  from  mortars  and  cannon,  the  French  con-* 
tinning  to  raise  new  batteries  in  every  situation  fironi 
whence  they  could  ^innoy  the  besieged* 
.  §"XVIL  On  the  17th  day  of  the  month,  the  garrison 
^erd  transported  with  joy  at  sight  of  the  British  squa- 
dron, commanded  by  admiral  B3mg ;  and  Mr/  Boyd^ 
jeommissary  of  the  stores^  veiitured  to  embatk  in  a  small 
boat,  with  six  oars,  which  passed  from  St.  Stephen's 
Cove,  a  creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  fortification,  through 
a  shower  of  cannon  and  musketry  from  the  enemy  s  post 
on  the  other  side,  and  actually  reached  the  open  sea,  hil 
design  being  to  join  the  squadron ;  but  this  being  at  a 
great  distance,  stretching  away  to  the  southward,  and 
Mr.  Boyd  perceiving  himsdf  chased  by  two  of  the  ene- 
my's light  vessels,  he  returned  by  the  same  route  to  the 
garrison,  without  having  sustained  the  least  damage..  A 
bircumstance  which  plainly  confutes  the  notion  of  Mr* 
Byiig,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  open  a  communicatipn 
with^the  garrison  of  St  Philip's*  Next  day  the  hc^s 
of  the  besieged,  which  had  prognosticated  a  naval  vicr 
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toiy  to  the  British  squadron,  a  speedy  relief  to  tfactniHBlves; 
and  no  less  than  captivity  to  tine  assailants,  were  consi* 
derahly  damped  by  the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet, 
which  quiedy  returned  to  their  station  off  the  harboisr 
of  Mahon.  That  same  evening,  they  irore  told  by  a 
deserter,  thai;  the  English  fleet  had  been  worsted  in  an 
engagement  by  M.  de  la  Gralissonniere ;  and  this  infor* 
mation  was  soon  confirmed  by  a  general  discharge,  or 
feu  dejok,  through  the  whole  French  camp,  to  celebrate 
the  victory  they  pretended  to  have  obtained.  How  Uttte 
soever  they  had  reason  to  boast  of  any  advantage  in  die 
aetioB,  the  retreat  of  the  English  squadron  was  undoubt* 
edly  equivalent  to  a  victory ;  for  had  Mr.  Byng  acquired 
^d  maintained  the  superiority  at  sea,  the  French  forces^ 
which  had  been  disembarked  in  Minorca,  would,  in  all 
piFobability,  have  been  obliged  to  surrender  prisoners  of 
war  to  his  Britannic  majesty.  The  case  was  now  mueh 
altered  in  their  favour :  their  squadron  cruised  about  th^ 
tdand  without  molestation ;  and  they  daily  received,  by 
means  of  their  transports,  reinforcements  of  men  and 
ammunition,  as  well  as  constant  supplies  of  provisions. 
%  XVIIL  The  English  garrison,  however,  mortified 
at  finding  themselves  thus  abandoned,  resolved  to  aeqult 
themselves  with  gallantry  in  the  defence  of  the  plaee, 
not  without  some  remainii^  hope  that  the  English  squa^- 
dron  would  be  reinforced,  and  return  to  their  relief.  In 
Ihe  mean  time,  th^  sustained  and  retorted  the  enen^'s 
fire  with  undaunted  resolution.  They  remounted  camion^ 
the  carrt^es  of  which  had  been  disabled :  they  removed 
them  oeoasioz^ly  to  places  from  whence  it  was  judged 
they  could  do  the  greatest  execution :  they  repaired 
breaches,  restored  merlins,  and  laboured  with  surprising 
4lacrity ,  even  when  thqr  were  surrounded  by  the  nmne^ 
rous  batteries  of  the  foe ;  when  their  embrasures,  and 
ev^i  the  parapets,  were  demolished,  and  they  stood  ex^- 
posed  not  only  to  the  cannon  and  mortars,  but  also  to  l^e 
musketry,  which  fired  upon  them,  without  ceasing,  from 
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^'vmtimf$  of  the  houses  i)a  tlie  town  of  St  Philip* 
By  1^  time  they  were  i&veated  with  an  army  of  twentgr 
thousand  if^en,  wA  plied  incessantly  from  aixt^«-two  bat-^ 
torin^  cannon,  twenty-one  mortars,  and  foto*  howitzers^ 
besides  the  small  anns :  neveftheles^,  the  loss  of  mcai 
within  the  fortress  was  very  inconsiderable,  the  garrison 
betag  mostly  secured  in  the  subterranean  works,  whkh 
were  impenetrable  to  shells  or  shot.  By  the  37th  day 
of  June,  th<^  had  made  a  practical  breach  in  one  of  thc^ 
i^velins,  and  damaged  the  other  outworks  to  suich  ik 
degree,  that  they  determined  this  night  to  give  a  general 
assault  Accordingly,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and 
deven,  they  advanced  to  the  attack  from  all  quarters  on 
^e  land  side*  At  the  same  time,  a  stroug  detachment, 
in  afmed  bdats,  attempted  to  force  the  harbour,  ^^ 
penetrate^  into  the  qreek,  called  St.  Stephen's  Cove*  tq 
atiurm  Fort  Charles,  and  second  the  attack  upon  Fo^ 
Mai*lborough,  on  the  fiirther  side  of  the  creek,  the  mo3t 
detached  of  all  the  outworks.  The  enemy  advanc^  with 
gr^at  intrepidity,  and  their  commander,  the  duke  d^ 
Richelieu,  is  said  to  have  led  them  up  to  the  wcprk^  in 
person*  Such  an  assault  could  not  be  a^tend^d  wM^hpi^ 
great  slaughter :  they  were  mowed  dpwn^  as  they  ap.^ 
proached^  with  grape-shot  and  musketry ;  and  sev^an^l 
mJBes  were  spruug  with,  great  effect,  so  that  the  glacis 
was  almost  covered  with  the  dying  and  the  dead*  Never-* 
&el(e$s,  they  per^ev^ed  with  uncommon  resolution ;  and^ 
^ough  repulsed  on  every  other  side,  at  length  made  a 
lodg^nent  in  the  Queen's  redoubt,  which  had  been  greatly 
dweaaged  by  their  cannon*  Whether  their  success  in 
tb^  quarter  was  owing  to  the  weakness  of  thQ  pla«Qe,  w 
to  the  timidity  of  the  defender,  <iertaki  it  is^  the  ^nemy 
were  IP. possession  before  it^  was  known  to  the  offiqei^s  of 
1^  gajfrison ;  for  lieutenant-cplonel  Jeffries,  th^  sec^4 
1^  eois^aitd^  who  had  acquitted  himself  sinice  the^egint 
wss  ofth€^  siege  with  equal  coui»ge,  skill,  and  activityi 

te  His  vi^tation  of  thin  post,  was  suddenly  wr^ounde^ 
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aiid  taken  by  a  file  of  French  grenadiers^  at  a  time  when' 
he  never  dreamed  they  had  made  a  lodgment:  M^jdr* 
Cuiininghamrwho  accompanied  him,  ixiet  with  a  severer' 
fate,  though  he  escaped  captivity :  he  was  run  through 
the  arm  with  a  bayonet,  and  the  piece  being  discharged 
at  the  same  time,  shattered  the  bones  of  his  hand  in  such 
a  manner,  that  he  was  maimed  for  life;  In  this  shock- 
ing condition,  he  retired  behind  a  traverse,  and  was 
carried  home  to  his  quarters|*  Thus  the  governor  was; 
deprived  of  his  two  principal  assistants,  one  being  taken, 
and  the  other  disabled. 

§  XIX.  The  enemy  having  made  themselves  masters 
of  Anstruther's  and  the  Queen's  redoubts,  from  which 
perhaps  they  might  have  been  dislodged,  had  a  vigorous 
effoH  been  made  for  that  purpose,  before  they  had  leisure 
to  secure  themselves,  the  duke  de  Richelieu  ordered  a 
piBtrley  to  be  beatj  in  order  to  obtain  permission  to  bury 
ihe  dead,  and  remove  the  wounded.  This  request  wa& 
granted  with  more  humanity  than  discretion,  inasmuch 
as  the  enemy  took  this  opportunity  to  throw  a  reinforce- 
ment of  men  privately  into  the  places  where  the  lodg- 
ments had  been  made,  and  these  penetrated  into  the' 
gallery  of  the  mines,  which  communicated  with  all  the 
other  outworks.  During  this  short  cessation,  general 
Blakeney  summoned  a  council  of  war,  to  deliberate  upoii 
the  state  of  the  fort  and  garrison ;  and  the  majority  de- 
clared for  a  capitulation.  The  works  were  in  many  placei^ 
fuined ;  the  body  of  the  castle  was  shattered ;  many  guni^ 
were  dismounted,  the  embrasures  and  parapets  deirib- 
lish^d,  the  palisadoes  broke  in  pieces,  the  garrisdii 
exhausted  with  hard  duty  and  incessant  watching,  and 
the  enemy  in  possession  bi  the  subterranean  communi- 
cations. Besides,  the  governor  had  received  infortiiation' 
irom  prisoneria,  that  the  duke  de  Richelieu  was  alarmed 
by  a  report  that  the  marshal  duke  de  Belleisle  would 
be  sent  to  supersede  him  in  the  command,  and  for  that 
reason  would  hazard  another  desperate  assault,  which  it 
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ffBs  the  (pinion  of  the  majority  the  ganrison  could  liot 
sustain.     These  consideratioiis,  added  to  the  despair  of 
bieing  relieved,  induced  him  to  demand  a  capitulatioi). 
But  this  measure  was  not  taken  with  the  unanimous  con^ 
isent  of  the  council.     Some  officers  observed^  that  the 
garrison  was  very  little  diminished,  and  still  in  good 
spirits :  that  no  breach  was  made  in  the  body  of  the 
castle,  nor  a  single  cannon  erected  to  batter  in  breach; 
that  the  loss  of  an  outwork  was  never  deemed  a  sufficient 
reason  for  surrendering  such  a  fortress :  that  the  counter- 
scarp was  not  yet  taken,  nor,  x>n  account  of  the  rocky 
5oil,  could  be  taken,  except  by  assault,  which  would  cost 
th^  enemy  a  greater  number  llian  they  had  lost  in  their 
late  attempt ;  that  they  could  not  attack  the  ditch,  or 
batter  in  breach,  before  the  coupterscarp  should  be  taken, 
and  even  then  they  must  have  recourse  to  galleries  before 
they  could  pass  the  fosse,  which  was  Aimished  with 
mines  and  countermines :    finally,  they  suggested,  that 
in  all  probability  the  British  squadron  would  be  reinr 
forced,  and  sail  back  to  their  relief;  or,  if.it  should  not 
return,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  defend  the 
place  to  extremity,  without  having  any  regard  to  Ae 
consequences.      These  remarks  being  overruled,  the 
cliamade  was  beat,  a  conference  ensued,  and  very  ho- 
^nourable  conditions  were  granted  to  the  garrison,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  gallant  defence  they  had  made.     This, 
it  must  be  owned,  was  vigorous  while  it  lasted,  as  the 
French  general  was  said  to  have  lost  five  thousand  men 
in  the  siege ;  whereas  the  loss  of  the  garrison,  which  at 
,  first  fell  short  of  three  thousand  men,  did  not  exceed  one 
hundred.     The  capitulation  imported,  that  the  garrison 
should  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  be 
conveyed  by  sea  to  Gibraltar.     The  French  were  put  in 
possession  of  one  gate,  as  well  as  Fort  Charles  and  Marl- 
borough redoubt ;  but  the  English  troops  remained  in 
the  otier  works  till,  the  7th  day  of  July,  when  thjey  emr 
J^arked.     In  the  mean  time,  reciprocal  civilities  passed 
between  the  commanders  and  officers  of  both  iiations. 
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'§  XX.  The  articles  of  capitulation  w^eno  aoonar  exe^ 
cuted,  thaa  monsieut  de  la  Galissotmiere  sailed  back  to 
Toulon,  with  all  the  prizes  which  had  lain  at  anchor  in 
the  harbour  of  Mahon,  since  the  fort  of  St.  Philip  was 
first  invested.     In  all  probability,  the  safety  of  himself 
and  his  whole  squadron  was  owing  to  this  expeditious 
retreat ;  for  in  a  few  days  after  the  surrender  of  the  fort, 
sir  Edward  Hawke's  fleet,  augmented  by  five  ships  c£ 
the  line,  which  had  been  sent  firom  England,  when  the 
first  tidings  arrived  of  Minorca's  being  invaded,  now 
made  its  appearance  off  the  island ;   but  by  this  time 
Galii^onniere  was  retired,  and  the  English  admiral  had 
the  mortification  to  see  the  French  colours  flying  upon 
St.  Philip's  castle.     What,  perhaps,  chagrined  this  gal- 
lant officer  still  more,  he  was  not  provided  with  frigates, 
sloops,  and  small  craft  to  cruise  round  the  island,  and 
intercept  the  suppliei^  which  were  daily  sent  to  the  enemy. 
Had  he  reached  Minorca  sooner,  he  might  have  discom- 
fited the  French  squadron ;  but  he  could  not  have  raised 
the  siege  of  St  Philip's,  because  the  duke  de  Richelieu 
had  received  his  reinforcements,  and  such  a  train  of  artil- 
leiy  as  no  fortification  could  long  withstand.     Indeed, 
if  the  garrison  had  been  considerably  reinforced,  and  the 
communication  with  it  opened  by  sea,  the  defence  would 
have  been  protracted,  and  so  many  vigorous  sallies  might 
have  been  made,  that  their  assailants  would  have  had 
cause  to  repent  of  their  enterprise. 

^  XXL  When  the  news  of  this  conquest  was  brought 
to  Versailles,  by  the  count  of  Egmont,  whom  the  duke 
de  Richelieu  had  dispatched  for  that  purpose,  the  people 
of  France  were  transported  with  the  most  extravagant 
joy.  Nothing  was  seen  but  triumphs  and  processions ; 
nothing  heard  but  anthems,  congratulations,  and  hyperr 
bolical  encomiums  upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who 
was  celebrated  in  a  thousand  poems  and  studied  orations; 
while  the  conduct  of  the  English  was  vilified  and  ridi»- 
culed  in  ballads,  farces,  and  pasquinades.  Nothing  more 
argiaes  the  degeneracy  of  a  warlike  nationi  than  the  pride 
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q{  such  mwti  fdumph/fo7  an  advaiitage,  whicb^ia  mora 
yigorous  times,  would  scarce  have  been  distinguished  by 
tke  cereiuony  of  a  7<;  Deum  Laudamus.  Nor  is  this 
childish  exultation,  that  disgraces  the  laurels  of  yictofy, 
confined  to  the  kingdom  of  France.  Truth  obliges  us 
to  own,  that  even  the  subjects^  of  Great  Britain  ;ure  apt 
to  b^  elevated  by  success  into  an  illiberal  insolence  of 
self-applause  and  contemptuous  comparison*  This  must 
be  condenmed  as  a  proof  of  unmanly  arrogance  and  ab* 
9urd  self-conceit,  by  all  those  who  coolly  reflect,  that  the 
eveqts  of  war  generally,  if  not  always,  depend  upon  the 
genius  or  misconduct  of  one  individual.  The  loss  of 
Minorca  was  severely  felt  in  England,  as  a  national 
disgrace ;  but,  instead  of  producing  dejection  and  de-* 
spondence,  it  excited  a  universal  clamour  of  rage  and 
resentment,  not  only  against  Mr.  Byng,  who  had  re- 
treated from  the  French  squadron ;  but  also  in  reproach 
pf  the  administration,  which  was  taxed  with  havmg  neg- 
lected  the  security  of  Minorca.  Nay,  some  politicians 
were  inflamed  into  a  suspicion,  that  this  important  place 
had  been  negatively  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  tiiat  in  case  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  should 
prosper  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 'French  king 
might  have  some  sort  of  equivalent  to  restore  for  the 
conquests  which  should  be  abandoned  at  the  peace. 
This  notion,  however,  seems  to  have  been  conceived  from 
prejudice  and  party,  which  now  began  to  appear  with 
the  most  acrimonious  aspect,  not  only  throughout  the 
united  kingdoms  in  general^  but  even  in  the  sovereign's 
councils, 

§  XXII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  disappointed  in 
his  hope  of  encountering  La  Galissonniere,  and  relieving 
the  English  garrison  of  St.  Philip's,  at  least  asserted  the 
empire  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Mediterranean,  by  annoy* 
ing  the  connnerce  of  the  enemy,  and  blocking  up  the 
squadron  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon.  Understanding 
thie^t  the  Austrian  government  at  Leghorn  had  detained 
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an  Ei^lish'  privateer,  and  imprisoned  the  <5a{itain,  on 
pretence  that  he  had  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port, 
he  detached  two  ships  of  war,  to  insist,  in  a  peremptory 
manner,  on  the  release  of  the  ship,  eflfects,  crew,  and 
captain ;   and  they  thought  proper  to  comply  with  his 
demand,  even  widiout  waiting  for  orders  from  the  court 
of  Vienna.     The  person  in  whose  behalf  the  admiral 
thus  interposed,  was  one  Fortunatus  Wright,  a  native  of 
LivCTpool ;  who,  though  a  stranger  to  a  sea  life,  had,  in 
the  last  war,  equipped  a  privateer,  and  distinguished 
hiimelf  in  such  a  maimer,  by  his  uncommon  vigilance 
and  valour,  that,  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a  com- 
mand suitable  to  his  genius,  he  would  have  deserved  as 
honourable  aplace  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as  that  whicli 
the  French  have  bestowed  upon  their  boasted  Guai 
Trouin,  Du  Bart,  and  Thurot.     An  uncommon  exertion 
of  spirit  was  the  occasion  of  his  being  detained  at  this 
juncture.     While  he  lay  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of 
Leghorn,  commander  of  the  St.  George  privateer  of  Liver- 
pool, a  small  ship  of  twelve  guns  and  eighty  men,  a  large 
French  xebeque,  mounted  with   sixteen  cannon,  and 
nearly  three  times  the  number  of  his  complement,  t^hose 
her  station  in  view  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  intarupt 
the  British  commerce.     The  gallant  Wright  could  not 
endure  this  insult :  notwithstanding  the  enemy's  supe- 
riority in  metal  and  number  of  men,  he  weighed  anchor, 
hoisted  his  sails,  engaged  him  within  sight  of  the  shore, 
and  after  a  very  obstinate  dispute,  in  which  the  captain, 
lieutenant,  and  above  threescore  of  the  men  belonging  to 
the  xebeque  were  killed  on  the  spot,  he  obliged  tiiem  to 
sheer  off,  and  returned  to  the  harbour  in  triumph.    This 
brave  corsair  would,  no  doubt,  have  signalized  himself 
by  many  othier  exploits,  had  he  not,  in  the  sequel,  been 
overtaken  in  the  midst  of  his  career  by  a  dreadiul 
storm,  in  which  the  ship  foundering,  he  and  all  bis  crew 
perished. 
§  XXIIL  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  scoured  the 
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Medit^iMiiefm,  and  insulted 'die  enemy's  portd,  itti|yme4 
with  the  1ioinewB,rd-boTmd  trade  to  Gibraltar;    from 
whence,  about  the  latter  aid  of  tlie  year,  he  set  sail  to$ 
England  with  part  of  his  squadron,  leaving  the  rest  in 
that  bay,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  whicb^  in 
those  parts,  soon  began  to  suffer  epctremely  from  French 
privateers,  that  now  swaimed  in  the  Mediterranean. 
General  Blakeney  had  arrived,  with  the  garrison  of  Mv 
norca,  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  month  of  November,  ajad 
been  received  with  expressions  'of  tumultuous  jpy :  every 
place  through  which  he  passed  celebrated  his  return  with 
bonfires,  illuminations,  bell-ringing,  and  acclamationi^ : 
'every  mouth  was  opened  in  his  praise,  extolling  hiin  for 
the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  in  the  castle  of  St.  Phi- 
lip.   In  a  word,  the  people  s  veneration  for  Blakeney  iur 
creased  in  proportion  to  their  abhorrence  of  Byng:  th^ 
first  was  lifted  into  an  idol  of  admiration,  while  the  other 
simkintoan  object  of  reproach ;  aad  they  were  view^ 
at  different  ends  of  a  false  perspective,  through  the  me? 
dium  of  prejudice  and  passion.;  of  a  perspective  artfully 
contrived,  and  applied  by  certain  ministers  for  the  pur- 
poses of  self-interest  and  deceit.    The  soverieign  is  s^ 
to  have  been  influenced  by  the  prepossession  of  the 

s '%.     Mr.  Blaken^  met  with  a  gracious  reception 

from  his  majesty,  who  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  an  Irish 
:baron,  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  services,  while  some 
malecontents  murmured  at  this  mark  of  favour  as  an  im- 
reasonable  sacriEce  to  popular  misappreheBsion. 

§  XXIV.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  measures 
taken  by  the  government  in  England  seem  to  have  been 
.chiefly  dictated  by  the  dread  of  an  invasion,  from  .which 
the  ministers  did  not  think  themselves  secured  by  the 
guard-ships  and  cruisers  on  different  parts  of  the  coast, 
or  the  standing  army  of  the  kingdom,  though  reinforced 
by  the  two  bodies  of  German  auxiliaries.  Acemsider- 
^ble  number  of  new  troops  was  levied :  the  success  in 
'recruiting  was  not  only  promoted  by  the  landholders 
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tkroi^^iiout  the  kingdom,  trho  thought  their  estates  were 

ift  stake,  and  for  that  reason  encouraged  their  dependants 

to  engage  in  the  service;  but  also  in  a  great  measure 

owing  to  a  dearth  of  com,  which  reduced  the  lower  class 

of  labourers  to  such  distress,  that  some  insurrections  were 

raised,  and  many  enlisted  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  lireli* 

hood,  which  otherwise  they  could  not  earn.    New  ships 

of  war  were  built,  and  daily  put  in  commission;  but  it 

was  found  impracticable  to  tigian  them,  without  having 

t^ourse  to  the  odious  and  illegal  practice  of  impressing 

sailors,  which  must  always  be  a  reproach  to  every  free 

people.    Notwithstanding  large  bounties  granted  by  the 

government  to  volunteers,  it  was  foimd  necessary  to  lay 

an  embargo  upon  all  shipping,  and  impress  all  the  seamen 

that  could  be  found,  without  any  regard  to  former  pro* 

tections;  so  that  all  the^merchant  ships  were  stripped  of 

their  hands,  and  foreign  commerce  for  some  time  wholly 

suspended.    Nay,  the  expedient  of  compelling  men  into 

the  service  was  carried  to  an  unusual  degree  of  oppres-^ 

sion;  for  rewards  were  publicly  offered  to  those  who 

should  discover  where  any  seamen  lay  concealed ;  so'that 

thx>6e  unhappy  people  were  in  some  respects  treated  like 

felons,  draped  from  their  families  and  connexions  to 

confinement,  mutilation,  and  de^,  and  totally  cut  off 

from  the  enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps,  at 

the  expense  of  their  lives,  their  own  arms  had  helped  to 

preserve,  in  favour  of  their  ungrateful  country.* 

§  XXV.  About  eighty  ships  of  the  line  and  threescore 
frigates  were  already  equipped,  and  considerable  bodies 
of  land-forces  assembled,  when,  on  the  3d  day  of  Febru- 
ary, a  proclamation  was  issued,  requiring  all  officers^ 
civil  and  military,  upon  the  first  appearance  of  any  hos- 

/  *  At  this  jonctoze,  a  nQmber  df  public-spirited  merchants  of  ths  city  of  London^ 
and  otbexsy  formied  themselves  into  a  veiy  laudable  association,  under  the  name 
of  the  Marine  Sode^,  and  contribated  considerable  sums  of  money  for  equipping 
«fdi  oiphaDSy  friendfess*  and  forlorn  bojs>  as  were  willing  to  engage  in  the  serriee 
of  the  navy.  In  consequence  of  this  excellent  plan,  which  was  executed  with  equal 
■eal  and  £scietion>  many  thousands  were  rescued  from  misery,  and  rendered  ua»- 
ful  members  of  that  society,  of  which  they  must  have  been  the  bane  and  reproach, 
^without  ihis  humane  interpositioa. 
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^le  it^^npt  to  land  upon  the  coasts  of  flie  kingdoniy 
immediately  to  cause  all  horses,  oxen,  or  cattle,  whidb 
might  be  fit  for  draught  of  burden,  and  not  actually  em^ 
ployed  in  the  king's  service,  or  m  the  d^snoe  of  the 
country,  and  also  (so  far  as^might  be  practicable)  all  other 
cattle  and  provisions,  to  be  driven  and  Tomoved  twenty 
miles  at  least  from  the  place  where  such  hostile  attempt 
should  be  made,  and  to  secure  the  same,  so  as  that  Ihey 
might  not  fall  into  the  hands  or  power  of  those  who 
should  make  such  attempt:  regard  being  had,  howeverj 
that  the  respective  owners  should  suffer  as  little  damage 
as  might  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety. 

^  XXVI.  As  the  ministry  were  determined  to  make 
their  chief  efforts  against  the  enemy  in  North  America, 
where  the  first  hostilities  had  been  committed,  and  whei^s 
the  strongest  impression  could  be  made,  a  detachment 
of  two  regiments  was  sent  thither  under  the  conduct  of 
general  Abercrombie,  appointed  as  successor  to  general 
Shirley,  whom  they  recalled,  as  a  person  no  ways  quali- 
fied to  conduct  military  operations;  nor,  indeed,  could 
any  success  in  war  be  expected  from  a  man  who  had  not 
been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  acted  but  in  a  civil  capa- 
city.  But  the  command  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in 
America  was  conferred  upon  the  earl  of  Loudoim,  a 
nobleman  of  an  amiable  character,  who  had  already  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Over 
and  above  this  command,  he  was  now  appointed  governor 
of  Virginia,  and  colonel  of  a  royal  American  regiment, 
consisting  of  four  battalions,  to  be  raised  in  that  country, 
juid  disciplined  by  officers  of  experience,  invited  from 
foreign  ^rvice.  Mr.  Abercrombie  set  sail  for  America 
in  March;  but  the  earl  of  Loudoun,  who  directed  in 
chief  the  plan  of  operations,  and  was  vested  with  power 
and  authority  little  inferior  to  those  of  a  viceroy,  did  not 
embark  till  the  latter  end  of  May, 

§  XXVII.  All  these  previous  measures  being  jtaken, 
his  majesty,  in  the  course  of  the  same  month,  thought 
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proper  to  publish  a  declaratioQ  of  war^  against  the  French 
king,  importing,  that,  since  the  treaty  pfAix-la-Chapelle, 
the  4isurpations  and  encroachments  made  upon  the  Bri- 
tish territories,  in  America,  had  been  notorious :  that  his 
Britannic  majesty  had,  in  divers  serious  representations 
to  the  court  of  Versailles,  complained  of  these  repeated 
^cts  of  violence,  and  deipanded  satisfaction;  but  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  assurances  given  by  the  French 
king,  that  every  thing  should  be  settled  agreeably  to  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  crowns,  and  parti- 
cularly that  the  evacuation  df  the  four  neutral  islands  in 
the  West.  Indies  should  be  effected,  the  execution  of 
thiese  assurances,  and  of  the  treaties  on  which  they  were 
founded,  had  been  evsUied  under  the  most  frivolous  pre- 
tences: that  the  unjustifiable  practices  of  the  French 

b  When  tbe  French  anibassador  returned  to  London,  he  proposed  that  orders 
should  be  immediately  dispatched  to  the  English  govemoiB  in  America,  with  ex- 
press orders  to  desist  from  any  new  undertaking,  and  all  acts  of  hostility;  but 
with  regard  to  the  lands  on  th6  Ohio,  to  put,  without  delay,  matters  on  the  same 
footing  m  which  they  stood  before  itie  late  war,  that  the  respective  claims  of  both 
nations  might  be  amicably  referred  to  the  commissaries  at  Paris.    The  British* 
court  agreed  .to  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  discussion  of  the  disputes  by 
the  ministers' of  the  two  crowns,  on  condition  that  all  the  possessions  in  America 
should  be  previouslyput  in  the  situation  prescribed  b]^  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  confirmed 
by  that  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.    The  French  ministry,  instead  of  complying  with  this 
condition,  produced  an  evasive  draft  of  a  preliminary  convention,  and  this  was  an- 
swered by  a  counter-proposal. '  At  length  the  ambassador  of  France  demanded,  as 
prelinunary  conditions,  that  Great  Britain  would  renounce  all  claim  to  the  south 
coast  of  the  river  St  .La3vrence,  and  the  lakes  that  discharge  themselves  into  that 
river ;  cede  to  the  French  twenty  leagues  of  country  lying  along  the  river  of  Fondy, 
which  divides  Acadia,  or  Nova  ^cotia ;  and  all  the  land  between  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Ouabache.  A  memorial  was  afterward  presented  en  the  same  subject,  including; 
the  afhurs  of  the  ne^itral  islands  in  the  West  Indies ;  but  this  was  amply  refuteS 
in  another  piece,  in!  which  the  British  ministry  observed,  that  even  at  this  vexy 
opening  of  die  commission  established  at  Paris,  for  terminating  amicably  the  diS- 
jhites  in  North  America,  the  French  invaded  Nova  Scotia,  erected  three  forts  in 
ihe  heart  of  that  province,  and  would  have  destroyed  the  English  settlen\ent  at 
Halifax,  had  the^  not  been  prevented ;  that  the  like  hostilities  were  committed 
uponhis  Britannic  majesty's  subjects  on  the  Ohio  and  Indian  lakes,  where  the 
governors  appointed  by  the  French  king,  without  any  shadow  of  right,  prohibited 
tiie  English  from  trading;  seiced  their  traders  by  force,  and  sent  tiiem  prisoners 
to  France;  invaded  the  territories  of  Virginia,  attacked  a  fort  that  covered  its 
frontier,  and,  to  secure  their  usurpations,  erected,  with  an  aimed  force,  a  chain  of 
forts  on  the  lands  which  they  had  invaded :  that  his  Britannic  majesty  had  com- 
plained of  these  hostilities  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  but  without  effect;  so  that 
he  found  himself  obliged  to  provide  for  the  security  of  his  subjects  ;  and  as  the 
(Bncroachmoits  made  by  France  were  hostile,  it  could  never  be  unlawful,  or  irre'- 
coacilable  with  the  assurance  of  his  inajesty^s  peaceable  dispontion  to  repel  an 
aggressor ;  and  that  the  same  motives  of  self-defence  had  forcisd  him  to  seiee  the 
French  riups  and  sailors,  in  order  to  derive  that  cpurt  of  the  meaps  of  making 
invasion,  with  .which  their  ministers  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe  had  menaced 
England.,  .       .        «  .    . 
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gcrvternors,  and  officers  actitig  uvA&i  their  authority ^  were 
still  continu^)  until  they  broke  out  in  open  acts  of  hos- 
tility in  the  year  1764;  when,  in  time  of  profound  peacej 
without  any  decliaration  of  war,  without  any  previous 
notice  given,  of  application  made,  a  body  of  French 
troops,  commanded  by  an  officer  bearing  the  French  kill's 
commission,  attacked  in  an  hostile  manner,  and  took  pos- 
session of  an  English  fort  on  the  river  Ohio  in  North 
Aioierica:  that  great  naval  armaments  were  prepared  in 
the  ports  of  France^  and  a  considerable  body  of  French 
troops  en&barked  for  that  country:  that  although  the 
French  ambassador  was  sent  back  to  England  with  spe- 
cious professions  of  a  desire  to  accommodate  those  dif 
ferences,  it  appeared  their  real  design  was  only  to  amuse 
and  gain  tinie  for  the  passage  of  the;^e  supplies  and 
reinforcements,  which  they  hoped  woiild  secure  the  supe- 
riority of  the  French  forces  in  America,  and  enable  them 
to  cariy  their  ambitious  and  oppressive  projects  intd 
execution :  that  in  consequence  of  the  just  and  necessary 
'measures  taken  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  for  prevent-^ 
ing  the  success  of  such  a  dangerous  design,  the  ^French 
ambassador  was  immediately  recalled  from  England,  the 
fortifications  of  Dimkiirk  were  enlarged,  great  bodies  of 
troops  marched  down  to  the  sea-coasts  of  France,  and 
the  British  doiQinions  threatened  with  an  invasion  t  that 
though  the  king .  of  England,  in  order  to  frustrate  such 
intentions,  had  given  orders  for  seizing  at  sea  thie  ships 
of  the  French  kmg  and  his  subjects,  yet  he  had  hitherto 
Contented  himself  with  detaining  those  ships  which  had 
been  ta^en,  and  preserving  their  cargoes  entire,  without 
proceeding  to  ijonfiscation;  but  it  being  at  last  evident 
from  the  hostile  invasion  of  Minorca;  that  the  court  o£ 
Versailles  was  determined  to  reject  all  proposals  of  ac-^ 
commodation,  and  carry  on  the  war  with  the  utmost 
violence^  his  Britannic  majesty  could  no  longer,  consisi-" 
Bntly  with  the  honour  of  his  crown^  and  the  welfare  of 
his  subjects,  remain  within  those  bounds^  which,  fronm 
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deme  of  peace,  he  bsuA  hithc^o  observed.  Adeoun^ 
dalion  of  war  followed  in  the  usual  form,  and  was  coil* 
dtided  with  an  assurance,  that  all  the  French  subjects 
residing  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who  should  de* 
mean  themselves  dutifully  to  the  government,  might 
depend  upon  its  protection,  and  be  safe  in  their  persons 
and  effects. 

^  XXVIII.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  French  king 
declared  war  in  his  turn  against  his  Britannic  majesty, 
and  his  declaration  was  couched  in  terms  of  uncommon 
asperity.    He  artfully  threw  a  shade  over  the  b^inniBg 
of  hostilities  in  North  America,  referring  to  a  memorial 
which  had  been  delivered  to  the  several  courts  of  Europe^ 
containing  a  summary  of  those  facts  which  related  to  the 
present  war,  and  the  negotiations  by  which  it  had  been 
preceded.     He  insisted  on  the  attack  made  by  the  king 
of  England,  in  the  year  1754,  on  the  French  possessions 
in  North  America;  and  afterward  by  the  English  navy 
on  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the  French  subjects^ 
in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  direct  violation  of 
treaties.     He  complained  that  the  French  soldiers  and 
sailors  imderwent  the  harshest  treatment  in  the  British 
isles,  exceeding  those  bounds  which  are  prescribed  to 
the  naost  rigorous  rights  of  war,  by  the  law  of  nature,  and 
eommon  humanity.  He  affirmed,  that  while  the  English 
ministry,  mider  the  appearance  of  sincerity,  imposed 
upon  the  French  ambassador  with  false  protestations^ 
others;  diametrically  opposite  to  these  deceitful  a^surances^ 
of  a  speedy  accommodation  were  actually  carrying  into 
execution  in  North  America :  that  while  the  court  of 
London  employed  every  caballing  art,  and  squandered 
away  the  subsidies  of  England,  to  instigate  other  powers 
agaijist  France,  hk  most  Christian  majesty  did  not  even 
ask  of  these  powers  the  succours  which  guarantees  and 
defensive  treaties  authorized  him  to  demand;  but  recom^' 
mended  to  them  such  measures  only  as  t^ided  to  their 
own  peace  and  security :  that  while  the  English  navyv 
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by  the  most  odious  violences,  and  sometimes  by  tlie  ^est 
artifices,  made  captures  of  French  vessels,  navigating  in 
full  security  under  the  safeguard  of  the  public  faiths  hm 
most  Christian  majesty  released  an  English  frigate  taken 
by  a  French  squadron ;  and  British  vessels  traded  to  the 
ports  of  France  without  molestation.  That  the  striking 
contrast  formed  by  these  different  methods  of  proceeding 
would  convince  all  Europe,  that  one  court  was  guided 
by  motives  of  jealousy,  ambition,  and  avarice,  and  that 
the  conduct  of  the  other  was  founded  on  principles  of 
honour,  justice,  and  moderation :  that  the  vague  imputa** 
tions  contained  in  the  king  of  England's  declaration  had 
in  reality  no  foundation ;  and  the  very  manner  in  which 
they  were  set  forth  would  prove  their  futility  and  false* 
hood :  that  the  mention  made  of  ihe  works  at  Dunkirk^ 
and  the  troops  assembled  on  the  coasts  of  the  ocean,  im* 
plied  the  most  gross  attempt  to  deceive  mankind  into  a 
belief  that  these  were  the  points  which  determined  the 
king  of  England  to  issue  orders  for  seizing  the  French 
yessels ;  whereas  the  works  at  Dunkirk  were  not  begad 
till  after  two  French  ships  of  war  had  been  taken  by  an 
English  squadron;  and  depredations  had  been  committed 
six  months  upon  the  subjects  of  France  before  the  first 
battalions  began  their  march  for  the  sea  side.  In  a  wordj 
the  most  Christian  king,  laying  aside  that  politeness  and 
decorum  on  whi(;h  his  people  value  themselves  above 
all  the  nations  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  very  roundly 
taxes  his  brother  monarch's  administration  with  piracy, 
perfidy,  inhmna^ity,  and  deceit  A  charge  conveyed  in 
such  reproachful  terms,  against  one  of  the  most  respect*** 
able  crowned  heads  in  Europe,  will  appear  the  more 
extraordinary  and  injurious,  if  we  consider  that  the  ac-^ 
€user3  were  weU  acquainted  with  the  falsity  of  their  own 
^putations,  and  at  the  same  time  conscious  of  having 
practised  those  very  arts  which  they  affected  so  much  to 
decry,  For  after  all,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  nothing 
could  be  justly  urged  agaijist  the  English  govemmwtf' 
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vnOh  respect  to  France,  except  tie  omission  of  a  mere 
£inn,  which  other  nations^  might  interpret  into  an  irre* 
giilarity,  but  coUld  not  construe  into  perfidious!  dealing, 
as  the  French  had  previously  violated  the  peace  by  their 
insolence  and  encroachments. 

;  §  XXIX.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion  of 
Dther  nations,  certain  it  is,  the  subjects  of  Great  Britairi 
heartily  approved  of  the  hostilities  committed  arid  in- 
tended against  a  people,  whom  they  have  always  consi- 
dered as  their  natural  enemies,  and  the  incendiariei^  of 
Europe.  They  cheerfully  contributed  to  the  expense  of 
armaments,''  and  seemed  to  approve  of  their  destination, 
in  hopes  of  being  able  to  wipe  off  the  disgraces  they  had 
sustained  in  the  defeat  of  Braddock,  and  the  loss  of  Mi- 
norca. The  last  event  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  tfce  community*  An  address  was  presented  t<> 
the  king  by  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common- 
council  of  London,  containing  strong  hints  to  the  disad- 
vantage^  of  the  ministry.  They  expressed  their  appre- 
henj3io%  that  the  loss  of  the  important  fortress  of  St 
i^hilip  and  island  of  Minorca,  possessions  of  the  utmost 
consequence  tothe  commerce  and  naval  strength  of  Great 
Britain,  without  any  attempt  by  timely  and  effectual  suc- 
cours to  prevent  or  defeat  an  attack,  after  such  early 
notice  of  the  enemy's  intentions,  and  when  his  majesty's 
navy  Was  so  evidently  superior  to  theirs,  would  be  an 
indelible  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the  British  nation* 
They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the 
British  possessions  in  America  Were  exposed  by  the 
mismanagement  and  delays  wtich  had  attended  the  de- 
fence of  tihtose  invaluable  colonies,  the  object  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  the  principal  source  of  the  wealth  and  strength 
of  these  kingdoms;  They  lamented  the  want  of  a  con^ 
stitutional  well-regukted  militia,  the  most  natural  and 

c  Jmmediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  ihe  French  ships  and  cargoes  which 
had  been  taken  wer^  tried,  and  condemned  as  legal  prises,  exposed  to  pnblic  sale^ 
and  t^eir  produce  lodged  in  the  bank ;  but  in  what  manner  this  money,  amdnntin(; 
to  a  large  sum,  was  distributed  or  employed,  we  haTe  not  been  able  to  distover* 
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.certain  defence  against  all  invaders  whatsoever.    They 
signified  their  hope,  that  the  authors  of  the  late  losses 
and  disappointments  would  be  detected^  and  brought  to 
condign  punishment :  that  his  majesty's  known  intentions 
of  protecting  and  defending  his  subjects  in  their  rights 
and  possessions  might  be  faithfully  and  vigorously  car- 
ried into  execution ;  and  the  large  supplies  so  necessarily 
demanded,  and  so  cheerfully  granted,  might  be  reli- 
giously applied  to  the  defence  of  these  kingdoms,  their 
colonies,  and  their  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  their  inveterate  and  perfidious  enemies,  the  only 
$ure  means  of  obtaining  a  lasting  and  hoQourable  peace. 
In  answer  to  this  address,  the  king  assured  them,  that 
he  would  not  fail  to  do  justice  upon  any  persons  who 
should  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  him  and  theip 
country;  to  enforce  obedience  and  discipline  in  his  fleets 
and  armies;  and  to  support  the  authority  and  respect 
due  to  his  government.     Remonstrances  of  the  same 
kind  were  presented  by  different  counties  and  corpora- 
tions;  and  the  populace  clamoured  aloud  for  inquiry 
and  justice.  .  .         .  .. 

§  XXX.  The  first  victim  offered  to  the  enraged  mul- 
titude was  the  unfortunate  general  Fowke,  who  had  been 
deputy-governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  behaved  with  remark- 
able conduct  and  integrity  in  the  exercise  of  that  impor- 
tant office,  till  that  period,  when  he  fell  under  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  government.  He  was  now  brought  to 
trial  before  a  board  of  general  officers,  and  accused  of 
having  disobeyed  the  orders  he  had  received  from,  the 
secretary  at  war,  in  three  successive  letters,**  touching 

'  To  lAmt»'Gen»  Fowke,  or,  iff  his  dbs^ee,  to  the  Ccmfnander-in-Chief  in  h» 

Majestifs  garrison  at  Gibraltar, 
.   Sir,  War-office,  March  SI,  1756. 

I  am^  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  inajeflty's  pleasure  that  you 
leceiye  into  your  ganrison  lord  Roh^it  Bertie's  regiment  to  do  duty  there ;  and 
in  case  .you  t^ould  apprehend  that  the  French  intend  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
his-majesty's  island.  <tf  Minorca,  it  is'his.msEJesty's  pieaftUre,  that  you  make  a  de- 
tachment out  of  the  troops  in  your  garrisan,  equal  to  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded 
by  a  lieutenant-cc^nel  and  major ;  such  Ueutenaiitrcolonel  and  major* to  be  the 
ehett  in  your  garrison,  to  be  put  on.  board,  the  fleet  for  ,the  relief  of  ^Minorca,  as 
the. admiral  shall  .think  expedient,  who  is  to  cazry  them  to  the  said  island.  • 
.  .  Lam;  your. humble  fi^rvantj  -  B.  ' 
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tbe  relief  of  Minorca.     Mr.  Fowke  alleged  in  his  own 
defence^  that  the  orders  were  confiised  and  contradictory, 
and  implied  a  discretionary  power :  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  his  garrison  did  not  exceed  two  thousand  six 
hundred  men,  after  he  had  spared  two  Imndred  and 
seventy-five  to  the  ships  commanded  by  Mr.  Edgecunibe ; 
that  the  ordinary  duty  of  the  garrison  requiring  eight 
hundred  men,  the  whole  number  was  not  sufficient  for 
three  reliefs:  that,  if  he  had  detached  a  battalion  on 
board  the  fleet,  he  should  not  have  had  above  two  reliefs, 
at  a  time  when  he  believed  the  place  was  in  danger  of 
being  attacked,  for  good  reasons,  which  he  did  not  think 
himself  at  liberty  to  mention;   that  his  orders  being 
doubtful,  heheldacouncirof  war,  which  was  of  opinion, 
that  as  undoubted  intelligence  was  received  of  the  French 
army's  being  landed  at  Minorca,  to  the  number  of  be* 
tween  thirteen  and  sixteen  thousand  men,  and  that  a 
French  squadron  of  sixteen  ships  was  stationed  off  the 
harbour,  the  sending  a  detachment  equal  to  a  battalion 
from  Gibraltar  would  be  an  ineffectual  supply  for  the 

To  LieuU-Gen.  Fowhe,  or,  iii  his  absence,  to  the  Commander-in^ChUf  at  GtbraUar* 
Sib,  War-office,  Match  !f6, 1756. 

I  am  coinmanded  to  acquaint  you^  that  it  is  his  ms^eftty's  pleasure,  in  case  the 
island  of  Minorca  should  be  in  any  likelihood  of  being  attacked,  that  you  make  a 
detachment  from  the  troops  in  your  garrison  eqoal  to  a  battation,  commaaded  bjf 
a  jieutenant-colonel  and  major,  for  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be  put  on  board  the 
fleet,  at  tiie  disposikiaa  of  the  admiral;  such  Ueutenant-cdoQel  and  major  to  be 
the.  eldest  in  your  gairisoii. 

To  Lieut,- Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  tite  Commander'in-CJUef  in  his  Majesty's . 

garrison  in  G^raltar* 
Sir,      ^  War-cffice,  April  1, 1756. 

It  is  his  majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  receive  into  your  garrison  the  women  and 
chfldrem  belonging  to  losd  Bobert  Artie's  regiment 

To  Lieut^'Geih  Fowke,  or  the  CotnmanM'in-Chirf  at  Gibraltar* 
Sir,  War-office,  May  12,  1756. 

I  wrote  to  you  by  general  Steward :  if  that  order  is  not  complied  with,  then  yon 
are  now  to  make  a  detachment  of  seven  hundred  men  .out  of  your  own  regiment 
and  Guise's ;  and  also  anodber  detachment  out  of  Pulteney's  and  Paninure's  regi- 
ments, and  send  them  on  boatd  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Mahoa.  But  If  that 
order  has  been  complied  with,  then  yon  are  to  make  only  one  detachment  of  seven 
hundred,  men,  to  be  conunanded  by  another  lieutenant*colonel  and  msljor,  and  to 
_  send  it  to  Mahon ;  and  ytm  are  also  to  detain  all  suchempty  vessels  as  shadi  come 
into  your  harbour,  and  to  keep  them  in  readiness  for  any  fiurthet  t»msport8lio&  of 
troops.  I  have  also,  his  roysd  highneas  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  oomiKands,  to 
desire  that  you  will  keep  your  garrison  as  alert  as  possible,  doling  this  critical 
time,  and  give  such  other  assistance  as  may  be  in  y<nur  power  for  the  relief  of 
Mii|orca;  taking  care,  however,  not  to  fatigue  or  endanger  your  own  gartison. 
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idief  of  the  {riaee^  and  n  wmk^iin^  of  tiid  gturrison  £rottt 
which  they  mtist  be  seat  He  obse^nodj,  that  ^ppomg 
the  orders  to  have  been  positive,  and  seioeil  huhdred  men 
detached  to  Minorca,  the  numbei:  remaining  at  Gibraltv 
If  ould  not  hate  exceeded  one  thousand  five  hnndred  and 
fifty-six :  a  deduction  of  sev^n  hundred  more^  accord* 
mg  to  the  ofder  of  May  the  l2th,  would  have  left  a  re- 
mainder of  eight  hundred  and  fi%*4iix :  that  the  men 
daily  on  duty  in  the  garrison,  including  artificers  and 
kbotirers  in  <^  king's  woiicS)  amounted  to  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-nine ;  so  that  if  he  had  complied  with  thb 
orders  as  they  arrived^  he  would  not  have  had  more  than 
seventeen  men  over  and  above  the  number  necessary  for 
the  daily  work  of  the  garrison :  thus  the  important  for* 
treas  of  Gibraltiu-  must^  at  this  critical  conjuhoturej  have 
been  )eft  almost  naked  and  defenceless  to  die  attempts  of 
the  enemy ;  and  had  those  detachments  been  actually  sent 
abroad,  it  afterward  s^peared  that  they  could  not  have 
been  landed  on  the  island  of  Mincnx:a«  The  order  tranch 
mitted  to  general  Fowke  to  detain  all  empty  vessels^  for 
a  fe,ither  transportation  of  troops^  seems  to  have  been 
superfluous ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  soppceed  he  cotdd  have 
occasion  for  them,  unless  to  embark  the  whole  garriaon, 
aftd  abandon  the  place.  It  seems  likewise  to  have  beeoet 
unnecessary  to  exhort  the  geneml  to  keep  his  garriscto  as 
alert  ad  poii(sibl6,  during  that  cridtel  time ;  iilasmnch.  aa 
it  would  have  been  impossiUe  for  men  to  have  enjoyed 
the  least  repose  or  intermission  of  duty^  had  the  orders 
been  punctually  and  literally  obeyed.  What  6ther  as- 
sistance it  might  have  been  in  the  govemor^s  power  te 
give  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  at  in  what  manii^  he 
could  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrison,  while  there  was  an 
impossibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not  ensf  to 
comprehend.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  trial  ww 
finished,  and  the  question  put  to  acquit  or  suspend  for 
one  year,  the  court  was  equally  divided ;  and  in  such 
cases  the  casting  vote  being  vested  in  the  president,  he 

H  2 
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thtewit'into  the  scale,  gainst  ^the  prisoner,  whcHu  his 
ms^^  thought  fit  to  dismiss  from  his  service. 
:•  §:XXXI.  The  expectation  of i the  public  was. now, 
eagerly  turned  towards  America,  the  chief,  if  nofthe  sole 
scene  of  our  military  operations.     On:  the  25th;day  of 
June,  Mr.  Abercrombie  arrived  at  Albany,  the:  frontier 
of  New  Yorit,  and  assumed  rthe  command  of  the  forces 
there  assembled,  consisting  of  two.  regiments  which  had 
served  under  Braddock,  two  battalions  raised  in  Amaica, 
two  regiments  now  transported  froni  £ngl$tnd,  four  inde-. 
pehdeiit  .companies  which  had  been  many  years  ms^iur 
tained  in  New  York^  the.  New  Jersey  regiment,  four  com- 
panies levied  in  North  Carolina,  and.a  body  of  provincial 
forces  raised  by  the  government  of  New  England.  Those 
to  the  southward,  including  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  had  not  yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan 
of  operation,  and  were  moreover  hard  pressed  in  defend- 
ing-their  western  frontiers  from  the.'French  and  Indians,, 
who,in  scnlking^axties,  made  sudden  irruptions  upon 
their  ungiKirded  settlements,  burning,  plundering,  and 
massacring  with  the  most  savage  inhumanity.     As  for 
South  Carolina,  the  proportion  of  negro  slaves  to  the 
number  of  white  inhabitants  was  so  great  in  that  colony, 
that  the  government  could  not  with  any  regard  to  the 
safety^  of  the  province,  spare  any  reinforcement  for  the 
general  enterprise;     Tlie  plan  of  this  undertaking  had 
been  "settled  in  the  preceding  year  in  a  council  of  war, 
held  rat  New  York,     There  it  was  resolved  to  attack  the 
fort  of  Niagara,  situated  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and 
Erie^  in  order  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  Ca-^ 
nada  and  Louisiana,  and  prevent  the. French  from  sup- 
porting their  new  fortress  on  the  Ohio :    to  reduce 
Tioonderago  and  Grown  Point,  so  that  the  frontier  of 
-  New  York  might  be  delivered  from  the  danger  of  an  in- 
vasion, and  Great  Britain  become  master  of  the  lake 
Champlaia,  over  which  the  forces,  might  be  transported 
in  any  future  attempt : '  to  besiege  fort  Du  Quesne  upon 
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the  Ohio ;  ahd  to  detach  a  body  of  troops  by  the  river 
Kennebec,  to  alarm  the  capital  of  Canada.  This  plan  was 
too  extcini^ive  for  the  number  of  troops  which  had  been 
jprepared  :  the  season  was  too  far  advaticed  before,  the 
Tegimehts  arrived  from  England,  the  different  colo^iies 
were  divided  in  their  opinions,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie 
postponed  the  execution  of  any  important  scheme. till 
the  arrival  of  lord  Loudoun,  who  was  daily  expected. 
The  reasons  that  delayed  the  reinforcement,  and  detained 
his  lordship  so  long,  we  do  not  pretend  to  explain;  though 
we  may  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  miany  fair  opportu- 
nities have  been  lost,  by  the  neglect  and  procrastination 
of  an  EngKish  ministry.  Certain  it  is,  the  unaccountable 
delay  of  this  armament  rendered  it  useless  for  a  whole 
year^  afforded  time  and  leisure  to  the  eneniy  to  take  their 
precautions  against  aiiy  subsequent  attack,  and,  in-  the 
mean  time,  to  proceed  unmolested  in  distressing,  the 
British  settlements.  Even  before  this  period,  they  had 
attacked  and  reduced  a  small  post  in  the  country;  of  the 
Five  Nations,  occupied  by  twenty-five  Englishmeny  who 
were  cruelly  butchered  to  a  nian,  in 'the  midst  of  :those 
Indians  whom  Great  Britain  had  long  numbered  amoiig 
her  allies. 

§  XXXII.  Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  received 
intelligence  that  a  considerable  convoy  of  provisions  and 
stores,  for  the  garrison  of  Oswego,  would  in  a  littletime 
$et  out  from. Schenectady,  and  be  conveyed  in  batteaux 
up  the  river  Onondaga,  they  formed  an  ambuscade  among 
the  woods  and  thickets  oh  the  north  side  of  that  river  j 
but  understanding  the  convoy*  had  passed  before  they 
reached' the  place*  they  resolved  to  wait  the  return  of  the 
detachment.  Their  design,  however,  was  frastrated  by 
the  vigilance  and  valour  of  colonel  Bradsfareet,  who  ex- 
pected such  an  attempt,  and  had  taken  his  measures  ac- 
cordingly.  On  the  3d  day  of  July,  while  he  stemmed  the 
stream*  of  the  river  with  his  batteaux  formed  into  ihree 
divisions,  they  were  saluted  with  the  Indian  war-whoop ; 
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and  a  general  discbarge  of  musketry  from  the  north  shote^ 
Bn^street  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  land  on  the 
<^pQsite  bank,  and  with  a  few  of  the  foremast  took  pos* 
session  of  a  small  island,  where  he  was  forthwith  attadced 
by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for 
that  purpose ;  but  these  were  soon  repulsed.  Another 
body  haying  passed^a  mile  higher,  he  advanced  to  them 
at  the  head  of  two  hundred  men,  and  fell  upon  them, 
sword  in  hand,  with  such  vigour,  that  many  were  killed 
on  the  spot,  and  the  rest  driven  into  the  river  with  such 
precipitation,  that  a  considerable  number  of  them  were 
drowned*  Ha^mg  received  information  that  a  third 
body  of  them  had  passed  a  ford  still  higher,  he  marched 
thither  without  hesitation,  and  pursued  them  to  the  other 
aide,  where  they  were  entirely  routed  and  diq[>ersed.  In 
this  acticm,  which  lasted  nearthree  hours,  about  seventy  of 
the  batteau-men  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the  enemy 
lost  double  the  number  killed,  and  above  seventy  taken 
prisoners.  In  all  probability  the  whole  detachment  of  the 
French,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  men>  would  have 
been  cut  oSy  had  not  a  heavy  rain  interposed,  and  dis^ 
abled  colonel  Bradstreet  from  folio  wing  his  blow ;  for 
that  same  night  he  was  joined  by  captain  Patten  with 
his  greaadi^rS)  in  his  march  from  Oneida  to  Osw^o, 
and  next  mcnming  reinforced  with  two  hundi^  men^ 
detached  to  his  assistance  from  the  garrison  of  Oswego; 
but  by  this  time  the  rivulets  were  so  awelled  by  ihe  rain^ 
that  it  was  found  impracticable  to  pursue  the  enemy 
through  the  woods  and  thickets.  Patten  and  his  grena-* 
diers  accompanied  Ibe  detachment  to  Oew^o^  while 
Bradstreet  pursued  his  voyage  to  Schenectady,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Albany,  and  communicated  to 
general  AbercromMe  the  intelligence  he  had  received 
from  the  prisoners,  tfa%t  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  were 
encamped  on  the  eastcmi  side  of  the  lake  Ontario,  pro« 
vided  with  iartillery>  and  all  other  implements,  to  besiege 
the  ibrt  of  Oswega 
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^  XXXIII.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  ma- 
jor-general Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief  of  that 
garrison;  but,  before  they  could  be  provided  with  neces- 
saries, jfche  earl  of  Loudoun  arrived  at  the  head-quarters 
at  Albany,  on  the  29th  day  of  July.  TJbe  army  at  this 
time  is  said  to  have  consisted  of  regular  troops  to  the 
number  of  two  thousand  six  hundred,  about  seven  thorn 
sand  provincials,  supposed  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
from  Fort  William-Henry,  under  the  command  of  g^^al 
Winslow,  over  and  above  a  considerable  number  of  hat- 
teau-men  at  Albany  and  Schenectady.  The  garrison  at 
Oswego  amounted  to  fourteen  hundred  soldiers^  besides 
three  hundred  workmen  and  sailors,  either  in  the  fort, 
or  posted  in  small  parties  between  the  fort  and  place 
called  Bumdt's  Field,  to  secure  a  passage  through  the 
country  of  the  Six  Nations,  upon  whose  friendship  there 
'  was  no  longer  any  reliance.  By  the  best  accounts  received 
of  the  enemy's  force,  they  had  about  three  thousand  men 
at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderago  upon  the  lake  Cham- 
plain:  but  their  chief  strength  was  collected  upon  the 
banks  of  the  lake  Ontario,  where  their  purpose  undoubt- 
edly was  to  reduce  the  English  fort  at  Oswego.  The 
immtedi^  object,  th^efdre,  of  lord  Loodoun's  attention 
was  the  relief  of  this  place;  but  his  design  was  strenu- 
oiisly  opposed  by  the  province  of  New  York„  and  other 
northern  governments,  who  were  much  more  intent  upon 
'the  reduction  of  Crown  Point,  and  the  security  of  their 
own  i^ntiers,  which  they  apprehended  was  coniiected 
with  this  conquest.  They  inasted  upon  Winslow's  being 
jpined  by  some  r^m^aits  of  regular  troops  before  he 
ftbould  marcb  against  this  fortress;  and  stipulated  that  a 
body  of  reserve  should  be  detained  at  Albany,  for  the 
defesice  of  that  fronxtief,  in  case  Winslow  should  fsal  in 
his  esiteq>rise,  and  be.  defeated.  At  length  they  agreed, 
tloed:  the  regiment  which  Mr.  Ab^rcrombie  had  destined 
for  that  purpose  should  be  detached  for  the  relief  of  Os- 
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wego;  ,and  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  major-general 
-Webb  b^an  his  march  with  it  from  Albany;  *  but  on  his 
arrival  at  the  Carrying-place  between  the  Mohock's  river 
and  Wood's  creek,  he  received  the  disagreeable  news 
that  Oswego  was  taken,  and  the  garrison  made  prisoners 
of  war.    Mr.  Webb>  apprehending  himself  in  danger  of 
being  attacked  by  the  besieging  army,  began  immedi- 
ately to  render  the  creek  impassable,  even  to  canoes,  by 
felling -trees,  and  throwing  them  into  the  stream;  while 
the  enemy,  ignorant  of  his  numbers,  and  apprehensive  of 
a  like  visitation  from  him,  took  the  very  same  method  of 
preventing:  his  approach ;  in  consequence  of  this  appre- 
hension,  he  was^rmitt^d  to  retire  uimK,lesfed. 

§  XXXIV.  The  loss  of  the  two  small  forts,  called 
Ontario  and  Oswego,  was  a  considerable  national  mis- 
fortune. They,  were  erected  on  the  south  side  of  the 
great  lake  Ontario,  standing  on  the  opposite  sides,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Onondago  river,  that  discharges  itself 
into  the  lake,  and  constituted  a  post  of  great  importance, 
where  vessels  had  been  built  to  crui3e  upcm  the  lake^ 
which  is  a  kind  of  island  sea,  and  interrupt  the  commerce 
as  well  as  the  motions  and  designs  of  the  enemy.  The 
garrison,  as  we  have  already  observed,  consisted  of  four- 
teen hundred  men,  chiefly  militia  and  new-raised  recruits, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Mercer,  ah 
officer  of  courage  and  experience;  but  the  situation 
of  the  forts  was  very  ill  chosen ;  the  materials  mostly 
timber  or  logs  of  wood;  the  defences  wretchedly  con- 
trived and  unfinished ;  and,  in  a  woi*d,  the  plac^  alto- 
gether untenable  against  any  regular  approach.  Such 
were  the  forts  which  the  enemy  wisely  resolved  to  reduce. 
Being  xmAet  no  apprehaision  for  Crown  Point,  they 
assembled  a  body  of  troops,  consisting  of  thirteen  hun- 
dred regulars,  seventeen  hundred  Canadians,  and  a 
considerable  /number  of  Indian  auxiliaries,  under  the 
l>ommand  of  the  marquis  de  Montcalm,  a  vigilant  and 
enterprising  officer,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  siege 
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was  intrusted  by  the  nfiarquis  de  VaiHlreuiiy  goveroor  and 
fieutenant-gimeral  of  New  France.  The  first  step  iskm 
by  Montcafan  was  to  block  up  Oswego  by  watar  wiA 
two  large  armed  vessels,  and  post  a  strong  body  of  Ca- 
nadians on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the  forts,  tocut 
off  all  communication  of  succour  and  intelligence.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  embarked  his  artillery  and  stores  upoii 
the  lake,  and  landed  them  in  the  biay  of  Nixouri,  tib;e . 
place  of  general  rendezvous.  At  another  creek,  within 
half  a  league  of  Oswego,  he  erected  a  batteiy  for  the 
protection  of  his  vessels,  and  on  the  12tfa  dky  of  August, 
at  midnight,  after  his  dispositions  had  been  made,  he 
opened  the  trenches  before  Fort  Ontario.  The  gar-» 
rison  having  firefd  away  all  their  shells  and  ammunition^ 
spiked  up  the.  cannon,  and  deserting  the  fbrt,  retired  next 
day  across  the  river  into  Oswego,  which  was  even  more 
exposed  .than  the  other,  especially  when  -  the  enemy  had 
takeii,  possession  of  Ontario,  from  .whence  they  immedi^ 
ately  began  to  fire  without  intermiission.  Colonel 
Mercer  being,  on  the  13th,  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  the 
fort  destitute  of  all  cbverj  the  officers  divided  in  opinion, 
and  the  garrison  in  confusion,  they  next  day^  demanded 
a  capitulation,  and  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  on  con- 
dition that  they  should  be  exempted  firom  plimder, 
conducted  to  Montreal,  and.  treated  with  hunianity. 
These  conditions,  however,  the  marquis  did  not  punctu- 
ally observe!  The  British  officers  and  soldiers  were 
insulted  by  the  savage  Indians,  who  robbed  th^m  of  their 
clothes  and  baggage,  massacred  several  men  as  ihfey 
stood  defenceless  on  the  parade,  assassinated  lieutenant 
De  la  Court  as  he  lay  wounded'  in  his  tent,  under  the 
protection  of  a  French  officer,  and -barbarotisly  scalped 
all  th^  sick  people  in  the  hospital ;  finally,  Montcalm,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  articles,  as  Well  as  in  contempt  of 
common  humanity,  delivered  up  above  twenty  men  of 
the  garrison  to  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  the  sauie  number 
they  had  lost  during  the  siege;  and,  in  all  probability, 
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these  miserable  capttves  yfere  put  to  death  by  those  bar- 
barians with  the  most  excruciating  tcNrtores,  accordiiig  to 
the  execmble  custom  of  the  country.  Those  who  coim- 
teniuice  the  perpetration  of  cruelties^  at  which  human 
nature  shudders  with  horror,  ought  to  be  branded  as 
infamous  to  all  posterity.  Such,  however,  were  the 
trophies  that,  in  the  course  of  the  American  war,  distin- 
guished the  operations  of  a  people  who  pique  themselves 
upon  the  politeness,  and  the  virtues  of  humanity.  The 
prisoners  taken  at  Oswego,  aft^  having  been  thus  barba- 
rously treated,  were  conveyed  in  batteaux  to  Montreal, 
where  they  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  their  reception; 
and  before  the  end  of  the  year,  they  were  exchanged. 
The  victors  inunediately  demolished  the  two  forts  (if 
they  deserved  that  denomination),  in  which  they  foimd 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  pieces  of  artUlery,  {ourtfen 
mortars,  with  a  great  quanti^  of  ammunition,  warlike 
stores,  and  provisions,  besides  two  sloops,  and  two  hunr 
dredbatteaux,  which  likewise  fell  into  their  hands.  Such 
an  iinportant  magazine,  deposited  in  a  place  altogether 
indef^iiible,  and  without  the  reach  of  immediate  sue-  * 
cour,  was  a  flagrant  proof  of  egregious  folly,  temerity, 
and  misconduct. 

§  XXXV.  The  earl  of  Loudounifinding  the  season  too^ 
far  advanced  to  admit  of  any  enterprise  against  the  ene- 
my, exerted  all  his  endeavours  in  making  preparations 
for  an  early  campaign  in  the  spring,  securing  the  fixin* 
tieis  of  the  English  colonies,  in  forming  a  uniform  plan 
of  action,  and  promoting  a  spirit  of  harmony  among  the 
different  governments,  which  had  long  been  divided  by 
jaring  interests,  and  other  sour(^es  of  dissension.  Mean- 
while, the  forts  Edward  and  William*  Henry  were  put 
in  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  and  secured  with  »ume- 
rou$  garrisons ;  and  the  forces  put  into  winter-quarters  at 
Albany,  where  comfortable  barracks  were  built  for  that 
purpose.  Fort  Granvilla,  on  the  confines  of  Pennsylvania', 
an  Inconsiderable  blockhouse,  was  surprised  by  a  party 
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qf  PreQch  and  Indians^who  nmde  &e  gamsoa  pritonen^ 
comistmg  of  two-and-twenty  soldiers,  with  a  few  vromsa 
and  chiMieQ.  These  they  loaded  with  flour  and  provi- 
9iomy  and  drove  them  into  captivity ;  but  the  fort  they 
reduced  to  ashes.  Many  shocking  murders  were  per- 
petrated upon  defenceless  people,  without  distinction  of 
age  or  sex,  in  different  parts  of  the  frontiers :  but  these 
outrages  were  in  some  measure  balanced  by  the  advan- 
tages resulting  from  a  treaty  of  peace  which  the  govenKNr 
of  Pennsylvania  concluded  widi  the  Delaware  Indianai^ 
a  powerAil  tribe  that  dwell  upon  the  jriver  Susquehanna, 
forming,  as  it  were,  a  line  along  the  i^outhem  skirts  ^f 
the  province.  At  the  same  time,  the  governor  of  Virginia 
secured  the  fiiendship  and  alliance  of  the  Gherokees  and 
Catawba*,  two  powerful  nations  adjoining  to  tlmt*oW, 
who  were  able  to  faring  three  thousand  fightmg  m^n  into 
the  field.  All  these  circumstances  considered,  Groai 
Britain  had  reason  to  expect  that  the  ensuing  campaign 
would  be  vigoorously  prosecuted  in  America,  especially  as 
a  fresh  mnfoTcement  of  troops,  witb  a  gieat  Bupply  of 
warlike  stores,  were  sent  to  that  country  in  fourteai  trana^ 
ports,  under  convoy  of  two  ships  of  war,  which  sailed- 
from  Oork,  in  Ireland,  about  the  beginning  of  November* 
§  XXXVI.  No  action  of  greatimportance  distingoisbed 
the  naval  transactions  of  this  year  on  the  aide  of  Amei- 
rica.  In  the  b^inning  of  June,  captain  Spry^  who 
commanded  a  small  squadron,  cruising  off  Lduisbourg, 
in  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  took  the  Arc  en  Ciel,  a 
French  ship  of  fifty  guns,*  having  on  board  near  six  huur 
dsed  men,  with  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  provisicms 
for  the  garrison.  He  likewise  made  ^prise  of  another 
Ftench  ship,  with  seventy  soldiers,  two  hundred  barrels 
of  powder,  two  large  brass  mortars,  and  other  stores  of 
the  like  destination.  On  the  27th  day  of  July,  commo-r 
dore  Holmes,  beii^  in  the  same  latitude,  with  two  lai^ 
sl|ips  and  a  couple  of  sloops,  engaged  two  French  ships 
of  the  hm  and  four  frigates,  and  obliged  them  to  sheer 
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0%  after  an  obstinate  dispute.  A  great  number  of  pri* 
vateers  w^e  equipped  in  this  coiintry,  as  well  as  in  the 
West  India  islands  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Grfeat 
Britain ;  and  as  those  seas  swarmed  with  French  vessels, 
their  cruisers  proved  very  advantageous  to  the  adven- 
turers. 

§  XXXVII.  Scenes  of  higher  import  were  this  year 
acted  by  the  British  arms  in  the  East  Indies.  The  ces- 
'sdiftion  of  hostilities  between  the  English  and  French 
companies  on  the  peninsula  of  Indus,  though  it  ehcou* 
raged  Mr.  Clive  to  visit  his  native  country,  was  not  of 
long  duration ;  for  in  a  few  months,  both  sides  recom- 
menced their  operations,  no  longer  as  auxiliaries  to  the 
princes  of  the  country,^  but  as  priiicipals  and  rivals,  both 
in  arms  and  commerce.  Miajor  Laurence,  who  now  en- 
joyed the  chief  command  of  the  English  force,  obtained 
divers  advantages  over  the  enemy;  and .  prosecuted  his 
success  with  such  vigour,  as,  in  all  probability,  woidd 
in  a  little  time  have  terminated  the  war  according  to  his 
own  wish,  when  the  progress  of  Ms  arms  was  interrupted 
and  suspended  by  an  unfortunate  event  at  Calcutta,  the 
cause  of  which  is  not  easily  explamed,  for  extraordinary 
pains  have  been  taken  to  throw  a  veil  over  some  trans- 
actions, from  whence  this  calamity  was  immediately  or 

remotely  derived. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  old  suba,  or  viceroy  of  Bengal,. Ba* 
bar,  and  Orixa,  dying  in  the  month  of  April,'  in  the  year 
1756,  was  succeeded  by  his  adopted  son,  Sur  Raja  al 
Dowlat,  a  young  man  of  violent  passions,  without  prin* 
ciple,  fortitude,  or  good  faith,  who  began  his  adminis* 
tration  with  acts  of  perfidy  and  violence.  In  all  proba- 
bility, his  design  against  the  English  settlements  was 
suggested  by  his  rapacious  disposition,  on  a  belief  that 
they  abounded  with  treasure ;  as  the  pretences  which 
he  used  for  commencing  hostilities  were  ^together 
inconsistent;  false,  and  frivolous.  In  the  month  ^f  May, 
he  caused  the  English  factcnry  at  Gassimbuzzar  to  be 
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myested,  and  inviting  Mr.  Watts,  the  chief  of  the  factory, 
to  a  ;ec«Qference,  under  the  sanction  of  a  safeconduct^ 
detained  him  as  prisoner;  then,  by.means  of  fraud  and 
foiiqe  intermingled,  made  himself  master  of  the  factory. 
This  exploit  being  achieved,  he  made  no  secret  of  his 
design  to  deprive  the  English  of  all  their  settlements, 
>V^ith  this  yiew,  he  marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  pf 
a  numerous  army,  and  invested  the  place,  which  ivas 
then  in  no  posture  of  defence. 

§  XXXIX.  The  governor,  intimidated  by  the  number 
and  power  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort,  and  with 
some  principal  persons  residing  in  the  settlement,  took 
refuge  on  board  a  ship  in  the  river,  carrying  along  with 
them  their  most  valuable  effects,  and  the  books  of  the 
company.  Thus  the  defence  of  the  place  devolved  to 
Mr.  Holwell,  the  second  in  command,  who  with  the 
assistance  of  a  few  gallant  officers,  and  a  very  feeble  gar- 
rison, maintained  if  with  uncommon  courage  and  reso- 
lutipn  against  several  attacks,  until  he  was  overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  the  enemy  had  forced  their  way  inta 
the  castle.  :  Then  he  was  obliged  to  submit ;  and  the 
suba,  or  vi<ieroy,  promised,  on  the  word  of  a  soldier,  thiat 
no.  injury  should  be  done  to  him. or  his  garrison.  Never- 
theless they  were  all  driven,  to  the  number  pf  one  hun- 
(}red  aod  forty-six  persons,  of  both  sexes,  into  a  place 
called,  the  Black-Hole,  Prison,  a  cube  of;  about  eighteen 
feet,  walled  up  to  the  eastward  and  southward,  the  only 
quarters  from  which  they  could  expect  the  least  refresh- 
uig  air,  and  opened  to  the  westward  by  two  windows 
strongly  barred  with  iron,  through  which  there  was  no 
perceptible  circulation.     The  humane  reader  will  con- 

*  ■       ■  -  ■  » 

ceive  with  horror  the  miserable  situation  to  which  they 
must  have  been  reduced,  when  thus  stewed  up  in  a  close 
sultry  night  tinder  such  a.  climate  as  that  of  Bengal,  espe- 
cially when  he  reflects  that  m^ny  of  them  vinere  wounded,^ 
and  all  of  them  fatigued  with  hard  duty.  Transported 
with  rage  to  find  themselves  thus  barbarously  cooped  up 

CENTRAL  COLLECTION 


98  BNOLAND.  (1756. 

in  a  place  where  they  miist  be  exposed  to  (mfibcatkm, 
tliose  hapless  viGtims  endeavoured  to  force  open  thedoor, 
that  they  might  rash  upon  the  swords  of  the  barbarians 
by  whom  they  were  surrounded ;  but  all  their  efforts  were 
ineffectual ;  the  door  was  made  to  open  inwards,  and 
being  once  shut  upon  them^  the  crowd  pressed  upon  it 
so  strongly  as  to  render  all  their  endeavours  abortive ;, 
then  they  were  overwhelmed  with  distraction  and  despair. 
Mr.  Holwell,  who  h^d  placed  himself  at  one  of  the  win- 
dows, accosted  a  Jemmautdaar,  or  sergeant  of  the  Indian 
guard,  and  having  endeavoured  to  excite  his  compassion, 
by  drawing  a  pathetic  pictune  of  theiir  sufferings,  pro- 
mised to  gratify  him  with  a  thousand  rupees  in  the 
morning,  if  he  could  find  means  to  remove  one  half  of 
them  into  a  separate  apartment.  The  soldier,  allured  by 
the  promise  of  such  a  reward,  assured  him  he  would  do 
his  endeavour  for  their  relief,  and  retired  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  in  a  few  minutes  returned^  and  told  him  that 
the  suba,  by  whose  order  alone  such  a  step  could  be 
taken,  was  asleep,  and  no  person  durst  disturb  his  i^epose. 
By  this  time  a  profuse  sweat  had  broke  out  on  every  in- 
dividual, and  this  was  attended  with  an  insatiable  thirst, 
which  became  the  more  intolerable  as  the  body  was 
drained  of  its  moisture.  In  vain  those  miserable  objects 
stripped  themselves  of  their  clothes,  squatted  down  on 
their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air  with  their  hats,  to  pro-^ 
duce  a  refreshing  undulation.  Many  were  unable  to  rise 
again  from  this  posture,  but  falling  down  were  trod-  to 
death,  or  suffocated.  The  dreadful  S3rmptom  of  thirst 
was  now  accompanied  with  a  difficulty  of  respiration, 
and  every  individual  gasped  for  breath.  Their  despait 
became  outrageous:  again  they  attempted  to  force  the 
door,  and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  execra- 
tion and  abuse.  The  cry  of  Water !  Water !  issued  from 
every  mouth.  Even  the  Jemmautdaar  was  moved  to 
compassion  at  their  distress.  He  ordered  his  soldiers  to 
bring  some  skins  of  water,  which  served  only  to  enrage 
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tlie  appetite,  and  increase  the  general  agitation.  There 
was  no  other  way  of  conveying  it  through  the  windows 
but  by  hats,  and  this  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  the 
e^emess  and  transports  of  the  wretched  prisoners,  who 
at  sight  of  it  struggled  and  raved  even  into  fits  of  deli- 
Hntn:  In  consequence  of  these  contests,  very  little  reached 
those  who  stood  nearest  the  windows,  while  the  rest,  at 
tke  farther  end  of  the  prison,  were  totally  excluded  from 
all  relief,  and  continued  calling  upon  their  friends  for 
assistance,  and  conjuring  them  by  all  the  tender  ties  of 
pity  and  affection.  To  those  who  were  indulged,  it 
proved  pernicious ;  for,  instead  of  allaying  their  thirst, 
it  enraged  their  impatience  for  more*  The  confusion  be- 
came general  and  horrid;  all  was  clamour  and  contest; 
those  who  were  at  a  distance  endeavoured  to  force  their 
passage  to  the  window,  and  the  weak  were  pressed  down 
to  the  ground  never  to  rise  again.  The  inhuman  ruffians 
wilhdut,  derived  entertainment  from  their  nrisery;  they 
supplied  the  prisoners  with  more  water,  and  held  up 
lights  close  to  the  bars  that  they  might  enjoy  the  inhu- 
man pleasure  of  seeing  them  fight  for  the  banefril  indul- 
gence. Mr.  Hoi  well  seeing  all  his  particular  friends 
lying  dead  around  him,  and  trampled  upon  by  the  living, 
finding  himself  wedged  up  so  close  as  to  be  deprived  of 
all  motion,  begged,  as  the  last  instance  of  their  regard, 
that  they  would  remove  the  pressure,  and  allow  him  to 
retire  from  the  window  that  he  might  die  in  quiet.  Even 
in  those  dreadful  circumstances,  which  might  be  supposed 
to  have  levelled  all  distinction,  the  poor  delirious  wretches 
manifested  a  respect  for  his  rank  and  character:  th^ 
forthwith  gave  way,  and  he  forced  his  passage  into  the 
centre  of  the  place,  which  was  not  crowded  so  much, 
because,  by  this  time,  about  one-third  of  the  number  had 
perished,  and  lay  in  little  compaiss  on  the  floor,  while 
the  rest  still  crowded  to  both  windows.  He  retired  to 
a  platform  at  the  ferther  end  of  the  room,  and  lying  down 
upon  some  of  his  dead  friends,  recommended  his  soul  to 
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hea?eii.  Here  his  thirst  grew  insupportable ;  his  diffi- 
culty in  breathing  increased,  and  he  was  seized  with  a 
strong  palpitation.  These  violent  symptoms,  which  he 
could  not  bear,  urged  him  to  make  another  effort :  he 
forced  his  way  back  to  the  window,  and  cried  aloud, 
"  Water !  for  God's  sake !"  He  had  been  supposed  already 
dead  by  his  wretched  companions,  but  finding  him  still 
alive,  they  exhibited  another  extraordinary  proof  of  ten- 
derness and  regard  to  his  person :  "  Give  him  water," 
they  cried,  nor  would  any  of  them  attempt  to  touch  it 
until  he  had  drank.  He  now  breathed  more  freely,  and 
the  palpitation  ceased;  but  finding  himself  still  more 
thirsty  after  drinkii^,  he  abstained  from  water,  and 
moistened  his  mouth  from  time  to  time  by  sucking  the 
perspiration  from  his  shirt  sleeves.*  The  miserable  pri- 
soners, perceiving  that  water  rather  aggravated  than 
relieved  their  distress,  grew  clamorous  for  air,  and  re- 
peated their  insults  to  the  guard,  loading  the  suba  and 
his  governor  with  the  most  virulent  reproach.  From 
railing,  they  had  recourse  to  prayer,  beseeching  Heaven 
to  put  an  end  to  their  misery.  They  now  began  to  drop 
on  all  hands;  but  then  a  steam  arose  from  the  living  and 
the  dead,  as  pungent  and  volatile  as  spirit  of  hartshorn; 
so  that  all  who  could  not  approach  the  windows  were 
sufibcated.  Mr.  Holwell,  being  weary  of  life,  retired 
once  more  to  the  platform^  and  stretched  himself  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jervis  Bellamy,  who,  together  with  his  son,  a 
lieutenant,  lay  dead  in  each  other's  embrace*  In  this 
situation  he  was  soon  deprived  of  sense,  and  lay  to  all 
aj^earance  dead  till  day  broke,  when  his  body  was  dis- 
covered, and  removed  by  his  surviving  friends  to  one  of 
the  windows,  where  the  fresh  air  revived  him,  and  he  was 
restored  to  his  sight  and  senses.  The  suba,  at  last,  being 
informed  that  the  greater  part  of  the  prisoners  were  suf- 
^Dcated,  inquired  if  the  chief  was  alive;  and  being  an- 

^ ,  *  In  his  despair  of  obtiuniBe  water,  this  unhappy  gentleman  had  attempted  to 
drihk  his  own  urine,  but  found  it  intolerably  bitter ;  whereas  the  moisture  that 
jf  owed  from  the  pores  of  his  body  was  soft,  pleasant,  and  refreshing.  , 
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swered  in  the  affirmative,  sent  an  order, for  their  imme- 
4iate  release,  when  no  more  than  twenty-three  survived 
of  a  hundred  and  forty-six  who  had  entered  alive. 

§  XL.  Nor  was  the  late  deliverance,  even  of  these  fevir, 
owing  to  any  sentiment  of  compassion  in .  the  viceroy* 
He  had  received  intimation,  that  there  was  a^considarar 
ble  treasure  secreted  in  the  fort,  and  that  Mr.  Holwell 
knew  the  place  where  it  was  deposited.  That  gentlemJUi, 
who,  with  his  surviving  companions,  had  been  seized 
vnth  a  putrid  fever,  immediately  upon  their  release,  was 
dragged  in  that  condition  before  the  inhuman  suba,  who 
qu€;gtioned  him  about  the  treasure,  ,which  existed,  no- 
wKere  but  in  his  own  imagination ;  and  woi]tld  give  no 
credit  to  his  protestations,  when  he  solemnly  declared  he 
knev^  of  no  such  deposit.  Mr.  Holwell  and  three  of  hig 
fiends  were  loaded  with  fetters,  and  conveyed  three 
miles  to  the  Indian  camp,  where  they  lay  all  night,  exr 
posed  to  a  severe  rain :  next  morning  they  were.bronght 
back  to  town,  still  manacled,  under  the  scorching  beams 
of  a  sun  intensely  hot ;  and  must  infallibly  have  ex- 
pired, had  not  nature  expelled  the  fever  in  large  painful 
boils,  that  covered  almost  the  whole  body.  In  tihis  pi- 
teous condition  they  wereembarked  in  an  open  boat  for 
Muxadavad,  the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  underwent  such 
crifcl  treatment  and  misery  in  their  passage,  as  would 
shock  the  humane  reader,  should  he  peruse  the  particu- 
lars. At  Muxadavad,  they  were  led  through  the  city  in 
chains,  as  a  spectacle  to  the  inhabitants,  lodged. in  an 
pp0n  stable,  and  treated  for  some  days  as  the  worst  of 
ciiminals.  At  length,  the  suba'^  grandmother  int^^sed 
her  mediation  in  their  behalf;  and  as  that  prince  was  by 
tikis  time  convinced  that  there  was  no  treasure  concealed 
,at  Calcutta,  he  ordered  them  to  be  s^  at  libierty.  When 
some  of  his  sycophants  opposed  thi$  indulgence,  rqprer 
45enting  that  Mr.  Holwell  had  still  enough  left  to  pay  a 
coiisiderable  ransom,  he  replied  with  some  marks  of 
compunction  andsgenerosity,  "  If  he  has  any  thing  left, 
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let  him  keep  it :  his  su£Perii^  have  been  great :  he  shall 
have  his  liberty."  Mr.  Holwell  and  his  firiends  were  no 
sooner  unfettered,  than  they  took  water  for  the  Dutch 
Tanksall  or  mint,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city, 
where  they  were  received  with  great  tenderness  and  hu* 
manity.  The  reader,  we  hope,  will  excuse  us  for  hav- 
ing thus  particularized  a  transactibn  so  interestmg  and 
extraordinary  in  all  its  circumstances.  The  suba  hav- 
ing destroyed  Calcutta,  and  dispersed  the  inhabitants, 
extorted  large  sums  from  the  French  and  Dutch  facto- 
ries, that  he  might  display  a  spirit  of  impartiality  against 
all  the  Europeans,  even  in  his  oppression,  and  returned 
to  his  city  of  Muxadavad  in  triiunph.  By  the  reduction 
of  Calcutta,  the  English  East  India  company's  affairs 
were  so  much  embroiled  in  that  part  of  the  World,  that 
perhaps  nothing  could  have  retrieved  them  but  the  in- 
terposition of  a  national  force,  and  the  good  fortune  of 
a  Clive,  whose  enterprises  were  always  crowned  with 
success. 

4  XLiI.  As  the  English  East  India  company  had,  for  a 
whole  century,  been  at  a  considerable  expense  in  main^ 
taining  a  marine  force  at  Bombay,  to  protect  their  ships 
from  the  piracies  of  the  Angrias,  who  had  rendered 
themselves  independent  princes,  and  fortified  Geriah  in 
that  neighbourhood ;  many  unsuccessful  attempts  had 
been  made  to  destroy  their  naval  power,  and  reduce  the 
fortress,  under  which  they  always  took  shelter.  In  the 
year  1764,  the  fleet  of  TuUagee  Angria,  the  reigning 
prince,  attacked  three  Dutch  ships  of  force,  which  they 
eitil^ook  or  destroyed.  Elated  with  this  success,  he 
boasted  that  he  should  in  a  little  time  sweep  the  seas  of 
the  Europeans,  and  began  to  build  some  large  ships,  to 
reinforce  his  grabs  and  gallivats,  which  were  the  vesisels 
on  which  he  had  formerly  depended.  Next  year,  his 
neighbours,  the  Mahrattas,  having  signified  to  the  pre- 
sidency at  Bojnbay,  that  they  were  disposed  to  join  in 
the  necessary  service  of  humbling  this  common  enemy, 
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80  formidable  fo  the  wjhole  Malabar  coast,  commodore 
Jameat  was  detaclied  with  some  ships  of  force  to  attack 
Angria,  in  conjunction  with  those  allies.  They  accord- 
ingly  joined  him  with  seven  grabs  and  sixty  gallivats. 
They  proceeded  to  the  harbour  of  Sevemdroog,  where 
Angria's  fleet  lay  at  anchor ;  but  they  no  sooner  received 
intelligence  of  his  approach,  than  they  slipt  their  cables, 
and  stood  out  to  sea.  He  chased  them  with  all  the 
canvass  he  could  carry ;  but  their  vessels  being  lighter 
than  his,  they  escaped ;  and  he  returned  to  Sevemdroog, 
which  is  a  fortress  situated  on  an  island  within  musket- 
shot  of  the  main  land,  strongly,  but  irregularly  fortified, 
and  mounted  with  fifty-four  pieces  of  cannon.  There 
were  three  other  small  forts  on  the  contine;nt,  the  largest 
of  which  was  called  Goa.  On  the  2d  day  of  April,  the 
commodore  began  to  batter  and  bombard  the  island,  fort, 
and  Fort  Goa  at  the  same  time.  That  of  Sevemdroog 
was  set  on  fire^  one  of  the  magazines  blew  up :  a  general 
eonflagration  ensued;  the  garrison  were  overwhelmed 
with  fire  and  confusion ;  the  English  seamen  landed 
under  cover  of  the  fire  from  the  ships,  and  took  the  place 
by  storm  with  very  little  loss.  The  other  forts  were 
immediately  surrendered,  «md  all  of  these,  by  treaty,  det 
livered  to  the  Mahrattas.  On  the  8th  of  April,  the  com- 
modore anchored  off  Bancote,  now  called  Fort  Victoria^ 
one  of  the  most  northern  parts  of  Angria's  dominion^ 
which  surrendered  without  opposition,  and  still  remain^ 
in  the  hands  of  the  English  East  India  company,  by  thi^ 
consent  of  the  Mahrattas.  The  harbour  is  good,  atid 
here  is  a  great  trade  for  salt  and  other  commodities  sent 
hither  from  Bombay. 

§  XLII.  It  was  in  November  foUowiiig,  that  the  squa-^ 
dron  imder  admiral  Watson  arrived  at  Bombay,  where 
it  was  resolved  to  give  Angria  the  finishing  stroke,  still 
in  conjunction  with  the  Mahrattas.  Meanwhile,  com^ 
modore  James  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  Geriah,  the  capital 
of  his  dbminicuiis.  and  to  sound  the  depth  of  the  harbour} 
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a  service  which  he  successfully  performed.  The  admiral 
being  joined  by  a  division  of  ships,  fitted  out  at  the 
company's  expense,  having  on  board  a  body  of  troops 
commanded  by  colonel  Clive,  sailed  on  the  7th  day  of 
February,  and  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Geriah  the 
Mahratta  fleet,  consisting  of  four  grabs,  and  forty  smaller 
vessels,  called  gallivats,  lying  to  the  northward  of  the 
place,  in  a  creek  called  Rajipore;  and  a  land  army  of 
horse  and  foot,  amounting  to  seven  or  eight  thousand 
men,  the  whole  commanded  by  Rhamagee  Punt,  who 
had  already  taken  one  small  fort,  and  was   actually 
treating  about  the  surrender  of  Geriah.    Angria  himself 
had  quitted  the  place,  but  his  wife  and  family  remained 
under  the' protection  of  his  brother-in-law  ;  who,  being 
summoned  to  surrender  by  a  message  from-  the  admiral, 
replied,  that  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity.    In  consequence  of  this  refusal,  the  whole 
English  fleet,  in  two  divisions,  sailed  on  the  12th  day 
of  February  into  the  harbour,  and  sustained  a  warm  fire 
from  the  enemy's  batteries  as  they  passed,  as  well  as 
from  the  grabs  posted  in  the  harbour  for  that  purpose; 
IhiiS,  however,  was  soon  silenced  after  the'  ships  were 
brought  to  their  stations,  so  as  to  return  the  salutation. 
Between  the  hours  of  four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  a 
shell  beinjg  thrown  into  one  of  Angria's  armed  vessels, 
set  her  on  fire;  and  the  flames  commtinicating  to  the 
rest,  they  were  all  destroyed :  between  six  and  seven,  the. 
fort  was  set  on  fire  by  another  shell;  and  soon  after  the 
firing  ceased  on  both  sides.     The  admiral,  suspecting 
that  the  governor  of  the  place  would  surrender  it  to  the 
Mahrattas  rather  than  to  the  English,  disembarked  all 
the  troops  under  Mr.  Clive,  that  he  might  be  at  hand,  in 
case  of  emergency;  to  take  possession.  In  the  meantime, 
the  fort  was  bombarded;  the  line  of  battle  ships  were 
warped  near  enough  to  batter  in  breach ;  and  then,  the 
admiral  sent  an  ofiicer,  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  gover- 
nor, requiring  him  to  surrender..    His  proposal  being 
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again  rejected,  the  English 'ships  renewed  their  fire  next 
day.  with  redoubled  vigour.  About  one  o^clock  the  ma- 
gtoine  of  the  fort  blew  up,  and  at  four  the  garrison  hung 
out  a  white  flag  for  capitulation.  The  parley  that  en- 
sued proving  ineffectual,  the  engagement  began  again, 
and  cpntinued  till  fifteen  minutes  after  five  r  when  the 
white  flag  was  again  displayed,  and  now  the  governor 
submitted  to  the  terms  which  were  imposed.  Angria's 
fl«^  was  immediately  iauled  down ;  and  two  English 
captains  taking  possession  of  the  fort  witk  a  detachment; 
forthwith  hoisteld  the  British  ensign.  To  these,  captains^ 
whose  names  were  Buchannan  and  Forbes,  the  Mahrat- 
tas  offered  a  bribe  of  iifty  thousand  rupees,  if  th^y  would 
allow  thein  to  pass  their  guards,  that  they  might  tak^ 
possession  of  the  fort  for  themselves;  biit  this  offer  was 
reeded  with  disdain,  and  immediately  disclosed  to  co- 
lonelCKfe,  who  took,  effectual  measures  to  frustrate  their 
design.  In  this  place,  which  was  reduced  With  very  m^ 
considerable  loi^,  the  conquerors  found  above  two  hun- 
dred caonoti,  six  I  brass  mortars;  a  large  quantity  of  am^ 
munition, with  money  and  effects  to  the  value  of  130,b00& 
The  fleet  which  was  destroyed  consisted  of  eight  grabs, 
one  ship  finished,  two  upon  the  stocks,  and  a  good  num- 
het  of  gallivats.  Among  the  prisoners,  the  admiral 
found  Angria's  wife,  children,  and  mother,  towards  whom 
hcdemeaned  himself  with  great  humanity.  Three'hun-* 
di«d  Euro^^ean  soldiers  and  as  many  seapoys  wer^-left 
to' guard  the  fort;  and  four  of  the  company's  anned  ves- 
sels remained  in  the  harbour  fo'r  the  defence  of  the  place, 
which  was  extremely  well  situated  for  commerce.* 
§  XLUL  The  admiral  and  Mr.  Olive  sailed  back  to 

»  When  the  admiral  entered  their  apartment,  the  whole  fa^y  shedding'floods 
of  ^ars,  fell  with  their  faices  to  the  ground ;'  from  which  heing  raiised,  the  mother 
of  ^gria  told  him,  in  a  piteous  tone,  the  people  had  no  king,  she  no  son,  her 
daughter  no  husband,  their  children  no  father.  The  admiralreplying,  "  they  must 
look  upon  him  as  their  fathierand  their  friend  ;''.theyoimgestboy,  2S>out  siz'years 
of  age>  seized  him  by  the  hand,  and  sobbing  exclaimed,  **  then  yott  shall  .be.  my 
father.**  Mr.  Watson  was  so  •  affected'  wiu  this  pathetic  address,  that  the  teass 
trickled  down  his  cheeks,  while  he  assured  them  they  might  dcjpend  upon  his  pro- 
'te^on:aiid' friendship.       -  *- 
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Madras  in  triumph,  and  there  another  plan  was  farm^ 
for  restoring  the  company's  affairs  upon  the  Ganges,  rc^ 
covering  Calcutta,  and  taking  vengeance  on  the  cruel 
viceroy  of  Bengal.  In  October  they  set  sail  again  for 
the  bottom  of  the  bay ;  and  about  the  beginning  of  De« 
cember  arrived  at  Balasore,  in  the  kingdom  of  B^igal. 
Having  crossed  the  Braces,  they  proceeded  up  the  river 
Ganges  as  far  as  Falta,  where  they  found  governor 
Drake,  and  the  other  persons  who  had  escaped  on  board 
pf  the  ships  when  Calcutta  was  invested.  Colonel  Clive 
was  disembarked  with  his  forces  to  attack  the  fcart  olf 
Busbudgia  by  land,  while  the  admiral  battered  it  by  sea; 
but  the  place  being  ill  provided  with  cannon,  did  not 
hold  out  above  an  hour  after  the  firing  began.  This 
conquest  being  achieved  at  a  very  easy  purchase,  two  of 
the  great  ships  anchored  between  Tanny  fort  and  a  bat- 
tery on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  were  abandoned 
before  one  shot  was  discharged  against  either ;  thus  the 
passage  was  laid  open  to  Calcutta,  the  reduction  of. 
which  we. shall  record  among  the  transactions  of  the 
ensuing  year. 
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Remarks  on  butir  those  piec^ — §  XVI.  Disputes  between  the 
parliament  of  Paris  and  the  clergy — §  XVIL  Dearth  of  com  in 
England — §  XVIII.  Hanoverian  auxiliaries  sent  back — §  XIX. 
Session  opened — §  XX.  Debates  on  the  address — §  XXI.  Bill 
passed  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  com.  Message  to  the 
house  concerning  admiral  Byng — §  XXIL  Supplier  granted-— 
^  XXIII.  Reflections  on  the  continental  war — ^§  XXIV.  Messages 
from  the  king  to  the  parliaroent-T-^  XXV.  Measures  taken  to  re- 
move the  scarcity  of  corn— §  XXVI.  Militia  bill— §  XXVII.  Pe- 
titions for  and  Against  it — §  XXVIII.  Altered  by  the  lords— 
§  XXIX.  Bill  for  quartering  the  foreign  troops,  and  for  regulat- 
iqg  the  marines  while  on  shore — §  XXX.  Bill  for  the  more  speedy 
recruiting  the  land-forces  and  marines.  Act  relating  to  pawn- 
brokers and  gamibg-houses — §  XXXI.  Laws  relating  to  the  wages  ' 
of  weavers,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  British  fishery— 
§  XXXII.  Act  for  importing  A'lherican  iron,  duty  free — §  XXXIII. 
Regulations  with  respect  to  the  importation  of  silk — ^  XXXIV.  ^ 
Smug^ers  encouraged  to  enter  into  his  majesty's  service—^ 
§  XXXV.  Inquiry  into  the  scarcity  of  corn — §  XXXVI.  Investi- 
gation of  the  loss  of  Minorca — §  XXXVII.  Examination  of  the 
American  contract — §  XXXVIII.  Inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
admiral  Knowles,  as  governor  of  Jamaica — §  XXXIX.  Resohitions 
cdnceming  Milford-haven — ^  XL.  Session  closed — §  XLI.  Trial 
of  admiral  Byng — §  XLII.  Recommended  to  mercy-^^  XLIIL 
Message  from  the  king  to  the  parliament,  respecting  the  sentence — - 
§  XLIV.'  Bill  to  release  the  members  of  the  court-martial  from 
their  oath  of  secVecy — §  XLV.  Execution  of  admiral  Byng*- 
§  XLVI.  Paper  delivered  by  him  to  the  marshal  of  the  admiralty 
-^1 XLVIL  Remarks  on  his  fate. 

^  I.  Having  thus,  to  the  best  of  our  power,  given  a 
faithfiil  and  exact  detail  of  every  material  eveapt,  in 
which  Gre^it  Britain  was  concerned,  either  at  home  or 
in  her  settlements  abroad,  during  the  greatest  part  of  the 
year  1766,  we  shall  now  return  to  Europe,  and  endeavour 
to  explain  the  beginning  of  a  bloody  war  in  Germany, 
which  then  seemed  to  have  become  the  chief  object  of 
the  British  councils.  On  the  eve  of  a  rupture  between 
France  and  England,  it  was  natural  for.  his  Britannic 
majesty  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  his  electoral  domi- 
jmnsy  the  only  quarter  by  which  he  was  at  all  accessible 
to  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  who  he  foresaw  would  not 
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fail  to  alinoy  him  through  that  av6nue.  He,  at  that  time, 
fitopd  upon  indifferent  terms  with  the  king  of  Prussia, 
jvho  was' .  considered  as  a  partisan  and  ally  of  France ; 
and  he  knew  that  the  house  of  Austria  alone  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  support  him  against  two  such  powerful 
antagonists.  In  this  emergency,  he  had  recourse  to  the 
empress  of  Kussia,  who,  in  consequence  of  a  large  sub- 
sidy granted  by  England,  engaged  to  furnish  a  strong 
body  of  forces  for  the  defence  of  Hanover.  His  Prussian 
majesty,  startled  at  the  conditions  of  this  treaty,  took  an 
opportunity  to  declare  that  he  would  not  suffer  foreign 
forces  of  any  nation  to  enter  the  empire,  either  as  prin- 
cipals or  auxiliaries ;  a  declaration  which  probably  flowed 
from,  a  jealousy  and  aversion  he  had  conceived  to  the 
court  of  Petersburgh,  as  well  as  from  a  resolution  he  had 
formed  of  striking  some  great  stroke  in  Germany,  with- 
out  any  risk  of  being  restricted  or  controlled.  He  knew 
he  should  give  umbrage  to  the  French  king,  who  hstd 
already  made  preparations  for  penetrating  into  West- 
phalia; but  he  took  it  for  granted,  he  should  be  able  to 
exchange  his  connexions  with  France  for  the  alliance' 
with  Great  Britain,  which  would  be  much  less  trouble- 
some, and  much  more  productive  of  advantage :  indeed^ 
such  an  alliance  was  the  necessary  consequence  of  his 
declaration.  Had  his  Britannic  majesty  made  a  requisi- 
tion of  the  Russian  auxiliaries,  he  must  have  eitposed 
himself  to  the  resentment  of  a  warlike  monarch,  who 
hovered  on  the  skirts  of  his  electorate  at  the  head  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  men,  and  could  have  sub- 
dued the  whole  country  in  one  week ;  and  if  he  forbore 
to  avail  himself  of  the  treaty  with  the  czarina,  he  did  not 
know  how  soon  the  king  of  Prussia  might  be  reconciled 
to  his  most  Christian  majesty's  design  of  invasion.  As 
for  the  empress-queen,  her  attention  was  engrossed  by 
schemes  for  her  interest  or  preservation;  and  her  han4s 
.  so  full,  that  she  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  fulfil  the 
engagements  she  had  contracted  with  her  former  and 
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firmest  allies.    In  these  circumsttoees  the  king-  of  Eng- 
land sought  and  obtained  the  alliance  of  Prassia,  which, 
todie  best  of  our  coinprehensron,  entailed  upon  Great 
Britain  the  enormous  burden  of  extravagant  subsidies, 
together  with  the  intolerable  expense  of  a  coiitinental 
war,  without  being  productive  of  one  advantage,  either 
positive  or  negative,  to  England  or  Hanover.     On.thei  . 
contrary,  this  connexion  threw  the  empr^s-cideen  into 
the  arms  of  France,  whose  friendship  she  bought  at  the 
expense  of  the  barrier  in  the  Netherlands,  acquired  with 
mfinite  labour,  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  maritime 
powers ;  it  gave  birth  to  a  confederacy  of  despotic  princes  > 
sufficient,  if  their  joint  force  was  fully  exerted,  to  over- 
throw tfie  liberties  of  all  the  free  states  in  Europe ;  and, 
after  all,  Hanover  has  been  overrun,  and  subdued  liy 
the  enemy;  and  the  king  of  Prussia  put  to  the  ban  of 
the  empire.    All  these  consequences,  are,  we  apprehend^ 
fairly  deducible  from  the  resolution  which  his  Pilissian 
mtajesty  took,  at  this  juncture,  to  precipitate  a  war  with 
the  house  of  Austria.  The  apparentmotives  that  prompted 
him  to  this  measure  we  shall  presently  explain.    In  the 
meantime,  the  defensive  treaty  between  the  empress- 
queen  and  France  was  no  sooner  ratified,  than  the  czarina 
was  invited  to  accede  to  the  alliance,  and  a  private  mi- 
nister sent  i(rom  Paris  to  Petersburgh,*  to  negotiate  the 
conditions  of  this  accession,  which  the  empress  of  Russia 
accordingly  embraced:  a  circuiAstance^o  agreeable  to  the 
court  ofVersailles,  that  the  marquis  de  THopitalwasimme- 
diately  appointed  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  court  of  Russia.  Applications  were  likewise 
made  to  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Turin,  soliciting  their 
conciirrence ;  but  their  Catholic  and  Sardinian  majesties 
wisely  resolved  to  observe-a  neutrality^  At  the  same  time> 
intrigues  were  begun  by  the  French  emissaries  in  the 
senate  of  Sweden,  in  order  to  kindle  up  a  war  between 
thd.t  nation  and  Prussia;  and  their  endeavours  succeeded 
in  the  sequel,  even  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  their 
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sovereign*  At  present,  a  plot  was  discovered  for  alter-* 
ing  the  form  of  government,  by  increasing  the  power  of 
the  crown;  and  several  perscms  of  rank  being  convicted 
upon  trial,  were  beheaded  as  principals  in  this  conspi- 
racy. Although  it  did  not  appear  that  the  king  or  queen 
were  at  all  concerned  in  the  scheme,  his  Swedish  ma* 
jesty  thought  himself  so  hardly  treq^ted  by  the  di^,  that 
he  threatened  to  resign  his  royalty,  and  retire  into  his 
own  hereditary  dominions.  This  design  wa^  extremely 
disagreeable  to  the  people  in  general,  who  espoused  his 
CBUse  in  opposition  to  the  diet,  by  whom  they  conceived 
themselves  more  oppressed  than  they  should  have  been 
under  an  unlimited  monarchy. 

,  §  II.  The  king  of  Prussia,  alarmed  at  these  formida- 
ble alliances,  ordered  fill  his  forces  to  be  completed,  and 
held  in  refidiness  to  march  at  the  first  notice;  and  a  re* 
port  was  industriously  circulated,  that  l^  a  secret  article 
in  the  late  treaty  l>etween  France  and  the  house  of 
Austria,  these  twp  powers  had  obliged  themselves  to 
destroy  the  Protestant  religion^  and  overturn  the  freedom 
of  the  empire,  by  a  forced  election  of  a  king  of  the  Ro* 
mans.  The  cry  of  rc^ligion  was  no  impolitic  measure; 
but  it  no  longer  produced  the  same  effect  as  in.  tinted 
past.  Religion  was  made  a  pretence  on  bpth  sides;  for 
the  partisans  of  the  empress-queen  insinuated,  on  all  occa^ 
sions^  that  the  ruin  of  the  Catholic  faith  in  Germany  wb3 
the  principal  object  of  the  new  alliance  between  the  kings 
of  Great  Britain  and  Prussia.  It  was  in  consequence  of 
such  suggestions,  that  his  Britannic  majesty  ordered  his 
electoral  minister  at  the  diet  to  deliver  a  memorial  to  all 
the  ministers  at  Ratisbon,  expressing  his  surprise  to  find 
,the  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  the  king' of  Prussia 
industriously  represented  as  a  ground  of  appreh^uysiojoi 
and  umbrage,  especially  for  religion.  He  observed,  that 
as  France  had  made  open  dispositions  for.  invading  the 
electorate  of  Hanover,  and  disturbing  the  peace  of  the 
empire;  tJmt  w  he  h«.d  been  denied,  by  the  empressr 
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queeii;  iJie  succours  stipulated  in  tF^a^s  of  alliance; 
and  as  he  was  refused  assistance  by  certain  states  of  the 
empire,  who  even  seenied  disposed  to  favour  such  a 
diversion;  he  had,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  security  of 
his  own  dominions,  to  establish  peace  and  tranquillity 
in  the  empire,  and  maintain  its  system  and  privileges, 
without  any  prejudice  to  religion,  concluded  a  defensive 
treaty  with  the  kins:  of  Prussia :  that,  by  this  instance  of 
^tic  zeal  for  le  welfare  of  Ge^Lj,  he  Ixad  done 
an  ess^tial  service  to  the  empress-queen,  and  performed 
the  part  which  the  head  of  the  eitipire,  in  dignity  and 
duty,  ought  to  have  acted:  that  time  would  demonstrate 
how  little  it  was  the  interest  of  the  empress-queen  to 
engage  in  a  strict  alliance  with  a  foreign  power,  which, 
for  upwards  of  two  centuries,  had  ravaged  the  principal 
provinces  of  the  empire,  maintained  repeated  wars  against 
the  archducal  house  of  Austria,  and  always  endeavoured, 
as  it  suited  her  views,  to  excite  distrust  and  dissensidn 
among  the  princes  and  states  that  compose  the  Ger- 
manic body. 

§  III.  The  court  of  Vienna  formed  two  considerable 
armies  in  Boheima  and  Moravia;  yet  pretended  that  they 
had  nothing  in  view  but  self-preservation,  and  solemnly 
disclaimed  both  the  secret  article  and  the  design  which 
had  been  laid  to  their  charge.  His  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty declared,  by  his  minister  at  Berlin,  that  he  had  no 
other  intention  but  to  nlaintain  the  public  tranquillity  of 
Europe ;  and,  this  being  the  sole  end  of  all  his  measures, 
he  beheld  with  surprise  the  preparations  and  armaments 
of  certain  potentates :  that,  whatever  might  be  the  view 
with  which  they  were  made,  he  was  disposed  to  make 
use  of  the  power  which  God  had  put  into  his  hands,  not 
only  to  maintain  the  public  peace  of  Europe  against  all 
who  should  attempt  to  disturb  it,  but  also  to  employ  all 
his  forces,  agreeably  to  his  engagements,  for  the  assist-^ 
ance  of  his  ally,  in  case  her  dominions  should  be  at- 
tacked^ finally,  that  he  would  act  in  the  same  manner 
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in  behalf  of  all  the  other  powers  with  whom  he  was- in 
alliance.  This  intimation  made  very  little  impression 
upon .  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  had  already  formed  his 
plan,  and  was  determined  to  execute  his  purpose.  What 
his  original  plan  might  have  been,  we  shall  not  pretend 
to  disclose ;  nor  do  we  believe  he  imparted  it  to  any  con- 
fident or  ally.  It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  the 
intrigues. .  of  the  court  of  Vienna  furnished  him  with  a 
specidus  pretence  for  drawing  the  sword,  and  commenc- 
ing hostilities.  The  empress-queen  had  some  reason  to 
be  jealous  of  such  a  formidable  neighbour.  She  remem- 
bered his  irruption  into  Bohemia,  in  the  year  1744,  at  a 
time .  when  she  thought  that  country,  and  all  her  other 
dominions.,  secure  from  his  invasion  by  the  treaty  of  Bres- 
lau,  which  she  had  in  .no  particular  contravened.  She 
caballed  against  him  in  different  courts  of  Europe ;  she 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  czarina,  which,  though  seem- 
ingly defensive,  implied  an  intention  of  making  conquests 
upoi)  this  monarch ;  she  endeavoured  to  engage  the  king 
of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  as  a  contracting  power  in 
this  confederacy;  and, 'if  he  had  not  been  afraid  of  a 
sudden  visit  from  his  neighbour  of  Pruissia,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  but  he  would  have  been  pleased  to  contribute 
to  the  humiliation  of  a  prince,  who  had  once  beforie,^ 
without  the  least  provocation,  driven  him  from  his  do^ 
minions,  taken  possei^ion  of  his  capital,  routed^his  troops, 
and  obliged  him  to  pay  a  million  of  crowns,  to  indemnify 
him  for  the  expense  of  this  expedition ;  but  he  carefully 
avoided  taking  such  a  step  as  might  expose  him  to  an- 
other inva3ion,  and  even  refused  to  accede  to  the  treaty 
of  Peteriiburgh,  thoagji  it  was  expressly  defensive;  the 
Casus  Fcdderus  being  his  Prussian  majesty's  attacking 
either  of  the  contracting  parties.  It  appears,  howevei^ 
that  count  de  Bruhl,  prime  minister  and  favourite  of 
the  king  of  Poland,  had,  in  conjunction  with  some  of 
the  Aui^itrian  ministers,  carried  on  certain  scandalous  in-» 
trigues,  in  ojrderto  embroil  the  king  of  Prussia  with  the 
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impress  ,6f:  Russia^  betweai  wfaoixi  a.  misdnderBCaadiiig 
had  long  subsisted. 

§  IV.  His  Prussian  majesty,  perceiving  the  military 
preparation^  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  having  obtained' 
intejligence  of  their  secret  negotiations  v^ith  different 
powers  of  Europe,  ordered  M.  de  Klingraafe,  his  minis- 
ter at  the  imperial  court,  to  demand  whether  all- those 
preparations  of  war,  on  the  frontiers  of  Silesia,  were  de- 
signed against  Um,  and  what  were  the  intentions  of  her 
imperial  majesty?  To  this  demand  the  empres^  replied, 
that  in  the  present  juncture  she  had  found  it  necessafy 
to  make  armaments,  as  well  for  her  bvra  defence  as  fo^ 
that  of  her  allies ;  but  that  they  did  not  tend  to  the'  pre-* 
judice  of  any  person  or  state  whatever*  The  king,  faif 
from  being  satisfied  virith  this  general  answer,  sent  fresh 
orders  ta  Klingraafe,  to  represent,  that  after  the  king 
had  dissembled,  as  long  as  he  thought  consistent  vntb 
his  safety  and  honour^  the  bad  designs  imputed  to  thef 
empress  would  not  suffer  him  longer  to  disguise  his  seni- 
'  timaits :  that  he  was:  acquainted  with  the  offensive  pro^ 
jects  which  the  two  courts  had  formed  at  Petersburgh : 
that  he  knew  they  had  engaged  to  attack  him  suddenly 
with  an  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men^  a  design 
which 'would  have  been  executed  in  the  spring  of  l^e 
year,  had'  not  the  Russian  forces  wanted  recruits,  their 
fleet  mariners,  and  Livonia  a  sufficient  quantity  of  corn 
for  their  support:  that  he  constituted  the  empress  arbi-. 
ter  of  peace  or  war ;  if  she  desired  the  former,  he  re* 
quired  a  clear  and  formal  declaration,  or  positive*  assur- 
ance, that  she  had  no  intention  to  attack  him,  either  this 
year  or  the  next;  but  he  should  look  upon  an  ambi*^ 
guous  answer  as  a  declaration  of  war;  and  he  called 
heaven  to  witness,  that  the  empress  alone  would  be  guilty 
of  the .  innocent  blood  that  should  be  spilt,  and  all  the' 
dismal  consequences  that  would  attend  the  commission 
of  hostilities.  -* 

§  V.  A  declaration  of  this  nature  might  have  provoked 
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4  less  haughty  cpwrt,  than  that  of  Vienna,  and,  indeed, 
seems  to  have  been  calculated  o|i  purpose  to  exasperate 
the  pride  of  her  imperial  majesty,  whose  answer  he  soon, 
received  to  this  effect :  that  his  majesty  the  king  of 
Prussia  had  already  been  employed,  for  some  time,  in 
all  kinds  of  the  most  considerable  preparations  of  war^i^ 
and  the  most  disquieting  with  regard  to  the  public  tran-r 
quillity,  when  he  thought  fit  to  demand  explanations  of 
her  majesty,  touching  the  military  dispositions  that  were 
niaking  in  her  dominions;  dispositions  on  which  she 
had  not  resolved  till  after  the  preparations  of  his  Prus-» 
sian  majesty  had  been  made :  that  though  her  majesty 
^  might  have  declined  explaining  herself  on  those  subjects, 
which  required  no  explanation,  she  had  been  pleased  to 
declare,  with  her  own  mouth,  to  M.  de  Klingraafe,  that 
the  critical  state  of  public  affairs  rendered  the  measures 
she  was  taking  absolutely  necessary  for  her  own  safety, 
and  that  of  her  allies ;  but  that,  in  other  respects,  they 
t^mded  to  the  prejudice  of  no  person  whatsoever :  that 
her  imperial  majesty  had  undoubtedly  a  right  to  form 
what  judgment  she  pleased  on  the  circumstances  of  the 
times ;  and  that  it  belonged  to  none  but  herself  to  esti-? 
mate  her  own  danger :  that  her  declaraticm  was  so  clear, 
she  never  imagined  it  could  be  thought  otherwise :  that 
being  Uccustomed  to  receive,  as  well  as  to  practise,  the 
decorums  which  sovereigns  owe  to  each  other,  she  could 
not  hear  without  astonishment  and  sensibility  the  con- 
tents of  the  memorial  now  presented  by  M.  de  Klin-* 
grai^e ;  so  extraordinary,  both  in  the  matter  and  express 
sions,  that  she  would  find  herself  under  a  necessity  of 
transgressing  the  bounds  of  that  moderation  which  she 
had  prescribed  to  herself,  were  she  to  answer  the  whole 
of  its  contents ;  nevertheless,  she  thought  proper  to  de- 
elare,  that  the  information  communicated  to  his  Prussian 
Qiajesty,  of  an  offensive  alliance  against  him,  subsisting 
between  herself  and  the  empress  of  Russia,  together  with 
the  circumstances  and  pretended  stipulations  of  that  al- 
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liance^  were  absolutely  false  and  farged,  for  bo  such, 
tieatj  did  exist,  or  ever  had  existed.     She  concluded 
with  observing,  that  this  declaration  would  enable  aH 
Europe  to  judge  of  what  weight  and  quality  those  dread- 
ful events  were  which  Klingraafe's  memprial  announced ; 
and  to  perceive  that,  in  any  case,  they  could  not  be  im- 
puted to  her  imperial  majesty.    This  answer,  though 
seemingly  explicit,  was  not  deemed  sufficiently  catego<- 
rical,  or,  at  least,  not  suitable  to  the  purposes  of  the  king 
of  Prussk,  who,  by  his  resident  at  Vienna,  once  mor^ 
declared,  that  if  the  empress-queen  would  sign  a  positive 
assurance  that  she  would  not  attack  his  Prussian  majesty., 
either  this  year  or  the  next,  he  would  directly  withdraw 
his  troops,  and  let  things  be  restored  to  .their  former 
footing.     This  demand  was  evaded,  on  pretence  that 
such  an  assurance  could  not  be  more  binding  than  the 
solemn  treaty  by  which  he  was  already  secured ;  a  treaty 
which  the  empress-<]ueen  had  no  intention  to  violate* 
But,  before  an  answer  could  be  delivered,  the^  king  had 
actually  invaded  Saxony,  and  published  his  declaratkm 
against  the  court  of  Vienna*     The,  court  of  Vienna  be- 
lieving that  the  king  of  Prussia  was  bent  upon  employ-* 
ing  his  arms  somewhere ;  being  piqued  a£  the  dictatoried 
manner  in  which  his  demands  were  conveyed ;  unwind- 
ing to  lay  themselves  under  farther  restrictions ;  appre^ 
faensive  of  giving  umbrage  to  their  allies,  and  confident 
of  having  provided  for  their  own  security,  resolved  to 
run  th^  risk  of  his  resentment,  not  without  hopes  of  being 
indemnified  in  the  course  of  the  war  for  that  part  of  Sile- 
sia which  the  queen  had  been  obliged  to  cede  in  the 
treaty  of  Breslau. 

§  VL  Bodi  sides  being  thus  prepared,  and  perhaps 
equally  eager  for  action,  the  king  of  Prussia  would  no 
longer  suspend  his  operations,  and  the  storm  fell  firet 
upon  Saxony.  He  resolved  to  penetrate  through  that 
country  into  Bohemia,  and  even  to  take  possession  of  it 
as  a  frontier,  as  well  as  for  the  convenience  of  ingress 
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and  egress  to  and  from  the  Austrian  dominions.     Be^ 
sides,  he  had  reason  to  believe  the  king  of  Poland,  elector 
of  Saxony,  was  connected  with  the  czarina  and  the  enii- 
press-queen :  therefore,  he  thought  it  would  be  impolitic 
to  leave  that  prince  in  any  condition  to  give  him  the 
least  dijsturbance.    His  army  entered  the  Saxon  territory 
towards  the  latter  end  of  August,  when  he  published  a 
declaration,  importing,  that  the  unjust  conduct  and  dan- 
gerous views  of  the  court  of  Vienna  against  his  majesty's 
dominions,  laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  taking  jproper 
measures  for  protecting  his  territories  and  subjects;  that 
for  this  purpose  he  could  not  forbear  taking  the  dis- 
agreeable resolution  to  enter  with  his  troops  the  heredi- 
tary dominions  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Poland,  elector 
x)f  Saxony ;  but  he  protested  before  God  and  man,  that 
on  account  of  his  personal  esteem  and  friendship  for  that 
prince,'  he  would  not  have  proceeded  to  this  extremify^ 
had  he  not  been  forced  to  it  by  the  laws  of  war,  the 
fatality  of  the  present  conjuncture,  and  the  necessity  of 
.providing  for  the  defence  and  security  of  his  subjects. 
He  reminded  the  public  of  the  tenderness  with  which  he 
'had  treated  the  elector  of  Saxony,  during  the  campaign 
of  the  year  1744,  and  of  the  bad  consequences  resulting 
to  that  monarch  from  his  engagements  with  the  enemies^ 
of  Prussia^    He  declared  that  the  apprehensions  of  being 
exposed  again  to  such  enterprises,  had  obliged  him  to 
take  those  precautions  which  prudence  dictated ;  biit  he 
protected  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he  had  no 
hostile  views  against'  his  Polish  majesty,  or  his  domi- 
nions :  that  his  troops  did  not  enter  Saxony  as  enemies, 
and  he  had  taken  care  that  they  should  observe  the  best 
order,  and  the  most  exact  disc^line :  that  he. desired 
nothing  more  \  ardently ,  than  the  happy,  minute  that 
should  procure  him  the  satisfaction  of  restoring  to  his 
Polish  majesty  his  hereditary  dominions,  which  he  had 
seized  only  as  a  sacred  depositum.     By  his  minister  at 
Dresden,  he  had  demanded  a  free  pass^e  for  his  forces 
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through  the  Saxoii  domiaions ;  and  this  the  king  of 
Poland  was  ready  to  grant,  with  reasonable  limitations^ 
to  be  settled  by  commissaries  appointed  for  that  purpose; 
But  these  were  formalities  which  did  not  at  all  suit  with 
his  Prussian  majesty's  disposition  or  design.  Even  be-' 
fore  this  r.equisition  was  made,  a  body  of  his  troops, 
amounting  to  fifteen  thousand,  under  the  command  of 
prince  Ferdinand,  brother  to  the  duke  of  Bruiiswick, 
took  possession  of  Leipsic  on  the  20th  day  of  September. 
Here  he  published  a  declaration,  signifying  that  it  wag 
his  Prussian  majesty's  intention  to  consider  and  defendl' 
the  inhabitants  of  that  electorate  as  if  th'fey  wera^his  own 
subjects ;  and  that  he  had  given  precise^  orders  to  his 
troops  to  obiserve  the  most  exact  discipline.  As  the  first 
mark  of  his  affection,  he  ordered  them  to  provide  the 
army  with  all  sorts  of  provision,  according  to  a  certain 
rate,  on  pain  of  military  execution.  That  same  evenii^ 
notice  was  given  to  the  corporation  of  merchants,  that 
their  deputies  should  pay  all  taxes  and  customs  to  the 
king  of  Prussia;  then  he  took  possession  of  the  custom- 
house and  excise-ojBSce,  and  ordered  the  magazines  of 
com  and  meal  to  be  opened  for  the  use  of  his  soldiers. 

^  VIL  The  king  of  Poland,  apprehensive  of  such  a 
visitation,  had  ordered  ^11  the  troops  of  his  electorate  to 
leave  their  quarters,  and  ai^semble  in  a  strong  camp 
marked  out  for  them,  between  Pima  and  Koningstein, 
which  was  intrenched,  and  provided  with  a  numerous 
train  of  artillery.  Thither  the  king  of  Poland  repaired^ 
with  his  two  sons  Xaverius  and  Charles ;  but  the  queen 
and  the  rest  of  the  royal  family  remained  at  Dresden. 
Of  this  capital  his-  Pmssian  majesty,  with  the  bulk  of  his 
army,  took  possession  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  when 
he  was  visited  by  lord  Stormont,  the  English  ambassador 
at  that  court,  accompanied  by  count  Salmour,  a  Saxon 
minister,  who,  in  his  master's  name,  proposed  a  neutra^ 
lity.     The  king  of  Prassia  professed  himself  extremely 
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well  pleased  with  the  proposal ;  and,  as  the  most  con- 
vincing proof  of  his  neutrality,  desired  the  king  of  Poland 
would  separate  his  army,  by  ordering  his  troops  to  return 
to  their  former  quarters.     His  Polish  majesty  did  not 
like  to  be  so  tutored  in  his  own  dominions ;  he  depended 
for  his  own  safety  more  upon  the  valour  and  attachment 
of  his  troops  thus  assembled,  than  upon  the  friendship 
of  a  prince  who  had  invaded  his  dominions,  and  seques- 
tered his  revenue  without  provocation ;  and  he  trusted 
too  much  to  the  situation  of  his  camp  at  Pima,  which 
.was  deemed  impregnable.     In  the  meantime,  the  king 
of  Prussia  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Seidlitz,  about  half 
a  Gr^rman  league  distant  from  Pima,  and  posted  his 
9imy  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  able  to  intercept  all 
convoys  of  provision  designed  for  the  Saxon  camp:  his 
forces  extended  on  the  right  towards  the  frontiers  of 
Bohemia,  and  the  vanguard  actually  seized  the  passes 
that  lead  to  the  circles  of  Satzer  and  Leutmeritz,  in  that 
kingdom;  while  prince  Ferdinand  of  Biimswick  marched 
with  a  body  of  troops  along  the  Elbe,  and  took  post  at 
this  last  place  without  opposition.     At  the  same  time^ 
the  king  covered  his  own  dominions,  by  assembling  two 
^considerable  bodies  in  Upper  and  Lower  >Silesia,  which 
occupied  the  passes  that  communicated  with  the  circles 
of  Bjmtzlau  and  Koningsgratz.     Hostilities  were  com- 
menced on  the  13th  day  of  September,  by  a  detachment 
of  Prussian  hussars,  who  attacked  an  Austrian  escort  to 
a  convoy  of  prpvisioi]^  designed  for  the  Saxon  camp; 
fini^'lli^ving  routed  them,  carried  off  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  loaded  waggons.  The  magazines  at  Dresden  were 
^lled  with  an  immense  quantity  of  provision  and  forage 
for  the  Prussian  army,  and  the  bakers  were  ordered  to 
l^pare  a  vast  quantify  of  bread,  for  which  purpose  thirty 
new  qvens  were  erected.   When  the  king  of  Prussia  finit 
arrived  at  Dresden,  he  lodged  at  the  house  of  tjie  count- 
less Moczipsl^a,  and  gave  orders  that  the  queen  and  royal 
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family  of  Poland  should  be  treated  with  all  due  vene- 
ration and  respect  :^  even  while  the  Saxon  camp  waB 
blocked  up  on  every  side,  he  sometimes  permitted  a 
waggon,,  loaded  with  fresh  provision  and  game,  to  pass 
unmolested,  for  the  use  of  his  Polish  majesty. 

§  VIII.  During  these  transactions,  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Prussian  army  advanced  into  Bohemia,  ui^der  the 
command  of  veldt-mareschal  Keith,""  who  reduced  the 
town  and  palace  of  Tetchen,  took  possession  of  all  the 
passes,  and  encamped  near  Ausig,  a  small  town  in  Bo- 
hemia, at  no  great  distance  from  the  imperial  army, 
amounting  to  fifty  thousand  men,  commanded  by  count 
Brown,  an  oflficer  of  Irish  extract,  who  had  often  diB{in«> 
guisfaed  himself  in  the  field  by  his  courage^  vigilance, - 
and  conduct.  His  Prussian  majesty  having  left  a  con-^ 
siderable  body  of  troops  for  the  blockade  of  Pirna,  as- 
sumed in  person  the  command  of  mareschal  Keith'^, 
corps,  and  advanced  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  On 
the  29th  day  of  September  he  formed  his  troops,  iii  twa 

columns,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  with  his  vflisi  at 

I  ■  f  ■ 

*>  His  majesty  seems  to  have  abated  of  this  respect  in  the.  sequelf  if  we  n^  be- 
lieye  the  asserdoixs  of  his  Polish  majesty's  queeU)  and  the  court  of  Viepna,  who 
affirmed  that  sentinels  were  posted  within-  uie  padace  where  the  qne^n^aqd  't^ytJ 
family  resided ;  as  also  at  the  door  of  the  secret  cabinet,  where  the  papers  relat- 
m^  to  foreign  transactions  were  deposited.  The  keys  of  this  cabinet  were  sei^f^^j, 
and  all  the  writings  demanded.  The  whole  Saxoi^  ministry  were  discharged 
from  their  respective  employments,  and  a  new  commission  was  established  by  th» 
king  of  Prussia*  for  the^  administration  of  afilEurs  in  genera)^  When  th.e  qn^en 
entreated  this  prince  to  remove  the  sentinels  posted  within  the  palace  and  conti- 
gUQua  passages,  agreeably  to  his  assurances  that  all  due  respect  should  be  ob- 
served towards  the  royal  ramily,  the  king  ordered  the  guards  to  be  doubled,  and 
SBnt  an  officer  to  demand  of  her  majesty  the  keys  of  the  secret  cobi^et.  Th^queea 
o1)tained  the  officer*s  consent,  that  the  doors  should  be  sealed  up  >  but  afterward 
he  returned  with  orders  to  break  them  open :  then  her  majesty,  placing  herself 
before  the  door,  said,  she  trusted  so  much  to  the  promise  of  the  king  of  PruasiaA 
that  she  could  not  believe  he  had  given  such,  orders.  The  officer  declaring  that 
his^  orders  were  positive,  and  that  he  durst  not  disobey  them,  she  continued  in  iho 
same  place,  declaring,  that  if  violence  was  to  be  used,  he  must  begin  with  her. 
The  om9er,  returning  to  acquaint  the  kipg  with  what  ha4  pas^^d^.h^r  tniyeslg^ 
conjured  the  ministers  of  Prussia  and  England  to  remind  his  majesty  of  his  pror 
mise ;  but  her  representations  had  no  effect :  the  officer  returned  with  fresh  orders 
to  use  force,  in  spite  pf  the  oppositio|i  she  might  malie  against  it  in  pex:sQi|.  Th« 
queen,  finding  herselif  in  danger  of  her  life,  at  length  -^thdrew  r  the  doors  were 
fprced,  the  chest  broke  open,  aiid  all  thci  papers  sei^d. 

«  Brother  to  the  earl-mareschal  of  Scotland,  a  gentleman  who  had  signalized 
himself  as  a  geneiral  in  the  Russian  army,  and,  was  ^counted  one  of  tHe.  b^  qfi* 
cers  of  his  tam^;  not  more  adimired  for.  his  warlike  genius,  thau  amiable  in  his 

k2 


ISO  ENGLAND.  [1766. 

Welmina,  from  whence  he  saw  the  Austrian  arm^r  posted 
with  i  its  right  at  Lowoschutz,  and  its  left  towards  the 
Egra.  Having  occupied  with  six  battalions  a  hollow 
way,  and  some  rising  grounds,  which  commanded  the 
town  of  Lowoschutz,  he  remained  all  night  under  arms 
at  Welmina ;  arid  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  early  in 
the  morning,  formed  his  whole  army  in  order  of  battle ; 
the  first  line,  consisting  of  the  infaptiy,  occupying  two^ 
hills,  and  a  bottom  betwixt  them;  the  second  line  being 
formed  of  some  battalions,  and  the  third  composed  of 
the  whole  cavalry.  The  Austrian  general  had. taken 
possession  of  Lowoschutz,  with  a  great  body  of  infantry,* 
and  placed  a  battery  of  cannon  in  front  of  the  town :  he 
had  formed  his  cavalry  chequerwise,  in  a  line  between 
Lowoschutz  and  the  village  of  Sanschitz ;  and  posted 
about  two  thousand  Croats  and  irregulars  in  the  vine- 
yard9  and  avenues  on  his  right.  The  morning  was  dark- 
ened with  a  thick  fog,  which  vanished  about  Beven:  then 
the  Prussian  cavalry  advanced  to  attack  the  enemy's 
horse;  but  received  such  a  fire  from  the  irregulars,  posted- 
in  vineyards  and  ditches,  as  well  as  from  a  numerous 
artillery,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire  for  protection ' 
to  the  rear  of  the  Prussian  infemtry  and  cannon.  There, 
being  formed,  and  led  back  to  the  charge,  they  made  an- 
impression  on  the  Austrian  cavalry,  and  drove  the  irre- 
gulars, and  other  bodies  of  infantry,  from  the  ditches, 
defiles,  and  vineyards,  which  they  possessed ;  but  they' 
suffered  50  severely  in  this  dangerous  service,  that  the 
king  ordered  them  to  reascend  the  hill,  and  take  post 
again  behind  the  infantry,  from  whence  they  no  more 
.advanced.  In  the  meantime,  a  furious  cannonading  was 
maintained  on  both  sides  with  considerable  effect.  At 
length  the  left  of  the  Prussian  infantry  was  ordered  to 
attack  the  town  of  Lowoschutz  in  flank ;  but  met  with 
.  a  very  warm  reception,  and  in  all  likelihood  would  have 
miscarried,  had  not  veldt-mareschal  Keith  headed  them- 
in  person:  when  he  drew  his  sword,  and  told  them  he 
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'would  lead  them  on,  he  was  given  to  utiderstandi  thsit 
all  their  powder  and  shot  were  exhausted :  he  turned 
immediately  to  them  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  said 
he  was  very  glad  they  had  no  more  ammtmition,  being 
well  assured  the  enemy  could  not  withstand  them  at 
push  of  bayonet ;  so  saying,  he  advanced  at  their  head, 
and,  driving  the  Austrians  from  Lowoschutz,  set  the  sub- 
urbs on  fire.  The  infantry  had  been  already  obliged 
to  quit  the  eminence  on  the  right;  and  now  their  whole 
army  retired  to  Budin,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Egra. 
Some  prisoners,  colours,  and  pieces  of  cannon,  were 
taken  on  both  sides;  and  the  loss  of  each  might  amount 
to  two  thousand  five  hundred  killed  and  wounded ;  so 
that,  on  the  whole,  it  was  a  drawn  battle,  though  both 
generals  claimed  the  victory.  The  detail  of  the  action, 
published  at  Berlin,  declares,  that  the  king  of  Prussia 
not  only  gained  the  battle,  but  that  same  day  established 
his  head-qtiarters  at  Lowoschutz:  whereas  the  Austrian 
gazette  affirms,  ihsA.  the  mareschal  count  Brown  obliged 
his  Prussian  majesty  to  retire,  and  remained  all  night  on 
the  field  of  battle ;  but.  next  day,  finding  his  troops  in 
want  of  water,  he  repaired  to  the  camp  at  Budin.  If 
the  battle  was  ^t  all  decisive,  the  advantage  certainly 
fell  to  the  Austrians ;  for  his  Prussian  majesty,  who,  in 
all  probability^  had  hoped  to  winter  at  Prague,  was 
obliged,  by  the  opposition  he  met  with  to  resign  his  plan, 
and  retreat  before  winter  into  the  electorate  of  Saxony.  ' 
§  IX.  The  Prussian  army  having  rejoined  that  body 
which  had  been  left  to  block  up  the  Saxons  at  Pima, 
his  Polish  majesty  and  his  troops  were  reduced  to  such 
extremity  of  want,  that  it  became  indispensably  necessary 
either  to  attempt  an  escape,  or  surrender  to  the  king  of 
Prussia.  The  former  part  of  the  alternative  was  chosen, 
and  the  plan  concerted  with  count  Brown,  the  Austrian 
general,  who,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  executiop,  ad- 
vanced privately  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Lichtendorf, 
near  Schandeau;  but  the  junction  could  not  be  efiected. 


Qn  the  Htk  day  of  October,  the  Saxons  threw  a  bri4^ 
of  kQtto  over  the  Elbe,  near  Koningstem,  to  which  cadtle 
they  removed  all  their  artillery;  then  striking  theirteots 
in  thje  night,  passed  the  river  undiscovered  by  the  enemy. 
They  coiltinued  to  retreat  with  all  possible  expedition ; 
but  the  roads  were  so  bad,  they  made  little  progress. 
Next  day,  when  part  of  th«n  had  advanced  about  half 
way  up  a  hill  opposite  to  Koningstein,  and  the  rest  were 
^entangled  in  a  narrow  plain,  where  there  was  no  room 
to  a:ct,  they  perceived  that  the  Prussians  were  in  posses^ 
s^i(m  of  all  the  passes,  and  found  themselves  surrounded 
on  every  side,  fainting  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  de>- 
^tit^te  of  every  eonvaiience.  In  this  deplorable  condi^ 
tion  they  remained,  when  the  king  o£  Poland,  from  the 
fortress  of  Koningstein,  sent  a  letter  to  his  general,  the 
veldt^mareschal  count  Rutowski,  vesting  him  with  full 
end  discretionary  pow^  to  surrender,  or  take  such  other 
2neasui;es  as  he  should  judge  most  conducive  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  officers  and  soldiers:** .  By  this  time> 
count  Brown  had  retired  to  Budin,  so  that  there  wds  no 
choice  left  A  capitulation  was  demanded  ;  but,  in  eflfect, 
the  whole  Saxon  army  was  obliged  to  surrender  at  dis- 
<;retion;  and  the  soldiers  were  afterward,  by  compulsion, 
incprporated  with  the  troops  of  Prussia.  The  king  of 
Poland  being  thus  deprived  of  his  electoral  dominions, 

*  The  lettef  was  to  the  following  effect: 

"  Vddt-mareBchal  count  Rutowski,— It  is  not  without  extreme  sorrow  I  un- 
dcrst^d  the  deplorable  situation  which  a  chain  of  mirfbrtunes  hab  reserved  for 
you,  the  rest  of  my  generals,  and  my  whole  army;  but  we  must  acquiesce  in  the 
dispensations  of  Providence,  and  console  ourselves  with  the  rectitude  of  our  aete- 
timents  and  intentions.  They  would  force  me,  it  deems,  as  you  give  me  to  under- 
fitand  h^  major-general  the  bailon  Dyherra,  to  submit  to  conditions  the  more 
jevere,  in  proportion  as  the  circumstances  become  more  necessitous.  I  cannot  hear 
them  BWfntioned.  I  am  a  free  monarch :  such  I  will  live ;  such  I  will  die ;  and  I 
will  boA  live  and  die  with  honour.  The  fate  of  my  army  I  leave  wholly  to  your 
-discretion.  Let  your  council  of  war  determine  whether  you  must  surrender  pri- 
soners of  war,  fall  bar  the  sword,  or  die  by  fttmine.  May  your  resolutions,  if  poi- 
^ible,  be  conducted  by  humanity  ;  whatever  they  may  be,  I  have  no  longer  any 
«Iiiiare  m  them ;  and  I  declare  you  shall  not  be  answerable  for  aught  but  one  thing, 
namely,  not  to  carry  arms  against  me  or  my  alUes.  I  pray  God  may  have  you, 
Mr.  Mareschal,  m  his  holy  keeping-   Given  at  Koningstein,  the  J  4th  of  OctoW, 

■  ••JO.  I 

"  AUGUSTUS,  ^x." 
**  Ta  the  )beidt-tmrt&eU  the  e^Ht  Rut^ivski:' 
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hit  !tro0p9,  ap@»  artiHei^,  ai4  amm^niUoiv  fl»>^g;ht  it 
high  time  to  provide  tor  his  own  s^fety^  ian<l  retireflwitb 
all  expedition  to  Poland.  His  Prussian  modesty  cautofted 
his  forced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seidlitz,  and  i^1(h^ 
the  Elbe  towards  Dresden.  His  other  annyj  which  had 
eatered  Bohemia,  under  the  comnxand  of  the  count  de 
Ichwerin,  retired  to  the  confines  of  the  cQunty  of  Glatz, 
where  they  were  distributed  in  quarters  of  cantonment ; 
90  that  this  short  campaign  was  finished  by  the  b^R- 
ning  of  November. 

^  X*  The  king  of  Poland,  in  his  distress,  did  pot  fail 
to  implore  the  assistance  and  meditation  of  neutral 
powers.  His  minister  at  the  Hague  presented  a  miemo* 
rial  to  the  states-general,  complaining,  that  the  invasion 
of  Saxony  was  one  of  those  attacks  against  the.law  oi 
nations,  which,  from  the  great  respect  dne  to  this  l^w»; 
demanded  the  assistance  of  every  power  interested  in  th^ 
preservation  of  its  own  liberty  and  independenqy.  He 
observed,  that  firom  the  first  glimpse  of  misunderstanding 
between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  he  had, ex«« 
pressly  enjoined  his  ministers  at  all  the  courts  of  Europe 
to  declare,  that  it  was  his  firm  resolution,  in  the  present 
conjuncture  of  affairs,  to  observe  the  strictest  neutrality* 
He  represented,  that  a  free  and  neutral  state  had  been9 
in  the  midst  of  peac^,  invaded  by  an  enemy,  who  dis- 
guised himself  under  the  mask  of  friendship,  without 
alleging  the  least  complaint,  or  any  pretension  whatso* 
ever ;  but  founding  himself  solely  on  his  own  conve* 
nience,  made  himself  master,  by  armed  force,  of  adl,  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  electorate,  dismantling  some,  and 
fortifying  others;  that  he  had  disarmed  the  burghers;/ 
carried  off  the  nxagistrates  as  hos^ges  for  the  payment 
pf  imjust  and  enormous  contributions  of  prpvi^ions  and 
forage;  seized  the  coffers,  confiscated  the  revenues  of  the 
el^torate,  broke  op^i  the  arsenals,  and  transported  th^ 
ayms  and  artillery  to  his  own  town  of  Magdeburg^i ;  abor 
Hshed  the  privy-council,  and,  instead  of  the  lawful  goveni- 


134  ENGLAND.  [1756: 

meiA,  established  a  directory,  which  acknowledged  no 
other  law  but  his  own  arbitrary  will.  He  gave  them  to 
understand,  that  all  these  proceedings  were  no  other  than 
preliminaries  to  the  unheard-of  treatment  which  was  re- 
served for  a  queen,  whose  virtues  ought  to  have  com- 
manded respect,  even  from  her  enemies :  that,  from  the 
hands  of  that  august  princess,  the  archives  of  the  state 
were  forced  away  by  menaces  and  violences,  notwith- 
standing the  security  which  her  majesty  had  promised 
herself  under  the  protection  of  all  laws,  human  and  di- 
vine; and  notwithstanding  the  repeated  assurances  given 
by  the  king  of  Prussia,  that  not  only  her  person,  and  the 
place  of  her  residence,  should  be  absolutely  safe,  but 
that  even  the  Prussian  garrison  should  be  under  her  di- 
rection. He  observed,  that  a  prince  who  declared  him- 
self protector  of  the  Protestant  religion  had  begun  the 
war,  by  crushing  the  veiy  state  to  which  that  religion 
owes  its  establishment^  and  the  preservation  of  its  mojst 
invaluable  rights;  that  he  had  broke  through  the  most 
respectable  laws  which  constitute  the  union  of  the  Ger- 
manic body,  under  colour  of  a  defence  which  the  empire 
stood  in  no  need  of,  except  against  himself:  that  the 
king  of  Prussia,  while  he  insists  on  having  entered 
Saxony  as  a  friend,  demands  his  army,  the  administra- 
tion of  his  dominions,  and,  in  a  word,  the  sacrifice  of  his 
whole  electorate;  and  that  the  Prussian  directory,  in  the 
declaration  of  motives,  published  under  the  nose  of  a 
prince  to  whom  friendship  was  pretended,  thought  it 
superfluous  to  allege  even  any  pretext  to  colour  the 
usurpation  of  his  territories  and  revenues.  Though  this 
was  certainly  the  case,  in  his  Prussian  majesty's  first 
exposition  of  motives,  the  omission  was  afterward  sup- 
plied in  a  subsequent  memorial  to  the  states-general ;  in 
which  he  charged  the  king  of  Poland  as  an  accomplice 
in,  if  not  an  accessory  to,  ihe  treaty  of  Petersburgh;  and 
even  taxed  him  with  having  agreed  to  a  partition  of  some 
Prussian  territories,  when  they  should  be  conquer^. 
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This  treaty  of  parfitioii,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
made  in  time  of  actual  war,  before  all  cause  of  dispute 
was  removed  by  the  peace  of  Dresden. 

§  XL  ^  While  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  armies  were 
in  the  field,  their  respective  ministers  were  not  idle  at 
Ratisbon,  where  three  imperial  decrees  were  published 
against  his  Prussian  majesty :  the  first,  summoning  that 
prince  to  withdraw  his  troops  fix>m  the  electorate  of 
Saxony;  the  second,  commanding  all  the  vassals  of  the 
empire  employed  by  the  king  of  Prussia  to  quit  that 
service  immediately;  and  the  third,  forbidding  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  empire  to  suffer  any  levies  of  soldiers,  for  the 
Prussian  service,  to  be  rallied  within  their  respective  ju- 
risdictions. The  French  minister  declared  to  the.  diet, 
that  the  proceedings  of  his  Prussian  majesty  having  dis* 
closed  to  the  world  the  project  concerted  between  that 
prince  and  the  king  of  England,  to  excite  in  the  empire 
a  religious  war,  which  might  be  favourable  to  their  par* 
ticular  views,  his  most  Christian  majesty,  in  consequence 
of  his  engagement  vidth  the  empress-queen,  and  many 
other  princes  of  the  empire,  being  resolved  to  succour 
them  in  the  most  efficacious  manner,  would  forthwith 
send  such  a  number  of  troops  to  their  aid,  as  might  be 
thought  necessary  to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the  Ger- 
manic body.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Prussian  minister 
assured  the  diet,  that  his  master  would  very  soon  produce 
the  proofs  that  were  come  to  his  hands  of  the  plan  con- 
certed by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Dresden,  for  the 
subversion  of  his  electoral  house,  and  for  imposing  upon 
him  a  yoke,  which  seemed  to  threaten  the  whole  empifs» 

^  XII.  About  the  same  time,  the  Russian  resid^it  at 
tbe^  Hague  communicated  to  the  states-general  a  decla- 
ration- from  his  mistress,  importing,  that  her  imperial 
majesty  having  seen  a  memorial  presented  at  the  court 
of  Vienna  by  the  king  of  Prussia's  envoy  extraordinary, 
was  thereby  convinced  that  his  Prussian  majesty's  in- 
tention v^as  to  attack  the  territories  of  the  empress-queen ; 
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in  which  case,  she  (the  czarina)  was:  inevitably  obliged 
to  succour  her  ally  with  all  her  forces ;  for  which  ^oA 
she  had  ordered  all  her  troops  in  Liyonia  to  be  forthwith 
^  ass^nbled  on  the  frontiers,  and  hold  themselves  in  rea- 
diness to  march:  that,  moreover,  the  Russian  admiralty 
had  been  enjoined  to  provide  immediately  a  sufficient 
number  of  galleys  for  transporting  a  large  body  of  troops 
to  Lubeck.  The  ministers  of  the  empress-queen,  both  at 
the  Hague  and  at  London,  delivered  memorials  to  the 
states-general  and  his  Britannic  majesty,  demanding  the 
succours  which  these  two  powers  were  bound  to  afford 
the  house  of  Austria  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-lfL-Ghapelle : 
but  their  high-mightinesses  kept  warily  aloof,  by  dint  of 
evasion,  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  far  otherwise 
engaged;  The  invasion  of  Saxony  had  well  nigh  pro- 
duced tragedies  in  the  royal  family  of  France.  The 
daiiphinesi^,  who  was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy, 
BO  sooner  learned  the  distressfiil  circumstances  of  hei; 
parents,  the  king  and  queen  of  Poland,  than  she  was 
seized  with  violent  fits,  which  occasioned  a  miscarriage, 
and  brought  her  life  into  the  most  imminent  danger^ 
The  Prussian  minister  was  immediately  ordered,  to  quit 
Versailles ;  and  directions  were  dispatched  to  the  French 
minister  at  Berlin,  to  retire  from  that  court  without  taking 
leave.  Finally,  the  lanperor  of  Germany  concluded  a 
new'convention  with  the  French  king,  regulating  th^ 
succours  to  be  derived  from  that  quarter :  he  claimed, 
in  all  the  usual  forms,  the  assistance  of  the  Germanic 
body,  as  guarantee  of  the  pragmatic  sanction  and  treaty 
«#  Dresden:  and  Sweden,  was  also  addressed  on  the 
same  subject. 

§  Xin.  The  king  of  PruKSdia  did  not  passively  bear  alj 
the  imputations  that  were  fixed  upon  his  conduct.  His 
minister  at  the  Hs^e  presented  a  memorial,  in  answer 
to  that^of  the  Saxon  resident,  in  which  he  accused  the 
court  o(  Dresden  of  having  adopted  every  part  of  th^ 
scheme  which  his  enemies  had  formed  lor  his  destru<?«> 
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tion.  He  affinaaed  that  the  Sc^on  ministers  had^  in-  all 
the  courts  of  Europe,  played  off  every  engine  of  linwor^ 
nmtable  politics,  in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  exeett<- 
tion  of  theiif  project :  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  giire 
an  odious  turn  to  his  most  innoc^it  actionis : .  that  they 
had  spared  neither  malicious  insinuations,  nor  even  tl^ 
most  atrocious  calumnies,  to  alienate  all  the  world  from 
his  majesty,  and  raise  up  enemies  against  him  every 
where.  He  said,  he  had  received  informatbn  that  the 
court  of  Saxony  intended  to  let  his  troops  pass  freely, 
and  afterward  vmt  for  events  of  which  they  might  avail 
themselves,  either  by  joining  his  enemies,  or  making  a 
^diversion  in  his  dominions ;  that  in  such  a  situaticHi  he 
iC0»id  not  avoid  having  recourse  to  the  only  means  which 
were  left  him  for  preventing  his^  inevitable  ruia,  by  put- 
ting it  out  of  the  power  of  Saxony  to  increase  tiie  num- 
ber of  his  enemies.  He  asserted,  that  all  the  measures 
he  had  pursued  in  that  dectorate  were  but  the  necessary 
consequences  of  tl^  first  resolution  he  was  forced  to  take 
for  his  own  preservati()n :  that  he  had  done  nothing  but 
deprived  the  court  of  Saxony  of  the  means  of  hurting 
him ;  and  this  had  been  done  witii  all  possible  modera- 
tion :  that  the  country  enjoyed  all  the  security  and  all  the 
jquiet  which  could  be  expected  in  the  very  midst  of 
peace,  the  Prussian  troops  obi^rving  the  most  exact  di^^ 
<*iipline;  that  all  due  respect  was  shewn  to  the  queen  of 
Poland,  who  had  been  prevailed  upon,  by  the  most^ 
suitable  representations,  to  suffer  some  papers  to  be  taken 
from  the  paper-office  of  which  his  Prtissian  majestf 
already  had  copies ;  and  thought  it  necessary,  to  ascertain 
the  dangerous  design  <;f  the  Saxdn  ministry  against  hjm, 
to  secure  the  originals;  the  existence  and  reality  of 
which  might  pihersvise  have  been  denied.  He  observed, 
that  every  man  has  a  right  to  prevent  the  mischief  with 
whidi  he  is  threatened,  and  to  rebrt  it  upon  its  author; 
and  that  neither  the  constitetions  nor  the  laws  of  the 
empire  could  obstruct  the  exertion  of  a  right  so  superior 
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to  all,  others  as  that  of  self-preservation  and  self-defence; 
•eEf>;5eially  when  the  depositaiy  of  these  laws  is  so  closely 
united  to  the  enemy,  as  manifestly  to  abuse  his  powa: 
in  her  favour. 

§  XIV.  But  the  most  important  step  which  his  Prus-  ; 
sian  majesty  took  in  his  own  justification,  was  that  of 
publishing  another  memorial,  specifying  the  conduct  of 
the  courts  of  Vienna  dnd  Saxony,  and  their  dangerous 
designs  against  his  person  and  interest,  together  with  the 
original  documents  adduced  as  proofs  of  these  sinister 
intentions.  As  a  knowledge  of  these  pieces  is  requisite 
to  form  a  distinct  idea  of  the  motives  which  produced 
the  dreadful  war  upon  the  continent,  it  will  not  be  amiss 
to  usher  the  substance  of  them  to  the  reader's  acquaint-* 
ance^  His  Prussian  majesty  affirms,  tbat^  to  arrive  at 
the  source  of  the  vast  plan  upon  which  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Savony  had  been  employed  against  him  ever 
«ince  the  peace  of  Dresden,  we  must  trace  it  as  far  back 
as  the  war  which  preceded  this  peace:  that  the  fond 
hopes  which  the  two  allied  courts  had  conceived  upon 
the  success  of  the  campaign  in  the  year  1 744,  gave  oc-^ 
cation  to  a  treaty  of  eventual  partition,'  stipulating  that 
the  court  of  Vienna  should  possess  the  dutchy  of  Silesia 
and  the  county  of  Glatz :  while  the  king  of  Poland^ 
elector  of  Saxony,  should  share  the  dutchies  of  Magde- 
burgh  and  Croissen;  the  circles  of  Zullichow  and  Swi- 
bus^  together  with  the  Prussian  part  of  Lusatia :  that 
after  the  peace  of  Dresden,  concluded  in  the  year  1746, 
there  was  no  farther  room  for  a  treaty  of  this  nature ; 
yet  the  court  of  Vienna  proposed  to  that  of  Saxony  a  new 
aUiance,  in  vAich  the  treaty  of  eventual  partition  should 
be  renewed:  but  this  last  thought  it  necessary,  in  the 
jfirst  place,  to  give  a  greater  consistency  to  their  plan, 
by  grounding  it  upon  aii  alliance  between  the  empress* 
queen  and  the  czarina.  Accordingly,  these  two  powers 
did,  in  fact,  conclude  a  defensive  alliance  at  Petersburgh 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year;  but  the -body,  or  os-^ 
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tensible  part  of  this  treaty,  was  composed  merely  with  a 
view  to  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of  the  public  sbC 
secret  articles,  the  fourth  of  which  was  levelled  singly 
against  Prussia,  according  to  the  exact  copy  of  it,  which 
appeared  among  the  documents.  In  this  article,  the 
empress-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  sets  out  with 
a  )  roiestation,  that  she  will  religiously  observe  llie  treaty 
of  Dresden;  but  explains  her  real  way  of  thinking  upon 
the  subject  a  little  lower,  in  the  following  terms :  "  If 
the  king  of  Prussia  should  be  the  first  to  depart  firom 
this  peace  by  attacking  either  her  majesty  the  empress* 
queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  or  her  majesty  the  em- 
press of  Russia,  or  even  the  republic  of  Poland ;  in  all 
these  cases,  the  rights  of  the  empress-queen  to  Silvia 
and  the  county  of  Glatz  would  agmin  take  place,  and 
recover  their  full  effect:  the  two  contracting  parties 
should  mutually  assist  each  other  with  sixty  thousand 
men  to  achieve  these  conquests."  The  king  observes 
upon  this  article,  that  every  war  which  can  arise  between  ' 
him  and  Russia,  or  the  republic  of  Poland,  would  be 
looked  upon  as  a  manifest  infraction  of  the  peace  of 
Dresden,  and  a  revival  of  the  rights  of  the  house  "of  Aus- 
tria to  Silesia;  though  neither  Russia  nor  the  republic 
of  Poland*  is  at  all  concerned  in  the  treaty  of  Dresden : 
and  though  the  latter,  with  which  the  king  lived  in  the 
most  intimate  friendship,  was  not  even  in  alliance  ,i^4& 
the  court  of  Vienna:  that,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  law  of  nature,  received  among  all  civilized  nations^ 
the  most  the  court  of  Vienna  could  be  authorized  to  do 
in  such  cases  would  be  to  send  those  succours  to  her 
allies  which  are  due  to  them  by  treaties,  wilhbtit  her 
having  the, least  pretence,  on  that  account,  to  free  her- 
self from  the  particular  engagements  subsisting  between 
her  and  the  king:  *he  appealed,  therefoi^e,  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  impairtial  world,  whether  in  this  secret  ai^- 
ticle  the  contracting  powers  had  kept  within  the  bounds 
of  a  defepsive  alliance ;  or  whether  this  artiple  did  not 
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Fatlier  contain  a  plan  of  an  offensive  alliance  against  the 
king  of  Prussia.  He  affinned  it  was  obvious,  from  diis 
article,  that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  prepared  three  pre- 
tences for  the  recovery  of  Silesia;  and  that  she  thought 
to  attain  her  eiid,  either  by  provoking  the  king  to  com- 
mence hostilitieis  against  her,  or  to  kindle  a  war  between 
his  majesty  and  Russia,  by  her  secret  intrigues  and  ma- 
chin  ations:  he  alleged  that  the  court  of  Saxony,  bemg 
invited  to  accede  to  this  alliance,  eagerly  accepted  the 
invitation;  furnished  its  ministers  at  Petersburgh  with 
full  powers  for  that  purpose;  and  ordered  them  to  declare 
that  their  master  was  not  only  ready  to  accede  to  the 
treaty  itself,  but  also  to  the  secret  article  against  Prussia; 
and  to  join  in  the  regulations  made  by  the  two  courts, 
provided  effectual  measures  should  be  taken,  as  well  for 
thasecurity  of  Saxony,  as  for  its  ^indemnification  and  re- 
compense m  proportion  to  the  efforts  and  progress  that 
might  be  made;  that  the  court  of  Dresden  declared,  if 
upon  any  fresh  attack  from  the  king  of  Prussia,  the.  em-* 
press-queen  should,  by  their  assistance,  not  only  recon- 
quer Silesia,  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  but  also  reduce 
him  within  narrow  bounds,  the  king  of  Poland,  as  elector 
of  Saxony,  would  shide  by  the  partition  formerly  stipu* 
lated  between  him  and  the  empress-queen.  He  also  de- 
clared that  count  Loss,  the  Saxon  minister  at  Vienna, 
was  charged  to  open  a  private  negotiation  for  settling  an 
eventual  partition  of  the  conquest  which  might  be  made 
on  Prussia,  by  laying  down,  as  the  basis  of  it,  the  treaty 
of  Leipsic,  signed  on  the  1 8th  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
1746,  as  would  appear  by  the  documents  affixed.  He 
owned  it  had  been  supposed,  through  the  whole  of  this 
negotiation,  that  the  king  of  Prussia  should  be  the  ag-» 
gressor  against  the  court  of  Vienna;  but  he  insisted, 
that  even  in  this  case  the  king  of  Poland  could  have  no 
right  to  make  conquests  on  his  Prussian  majesty.  He 
likewise  acknowledged,  that  the  court  of  Saxony  had  not 
yet  acceded  in  form  to  the  treaty  of  Petersburgh;  tmt  he 
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observed,  its  allies  were  given  tQ  understand  again  and 
again,  that  it  was  ready  to  accede  withont  restriction, 
whenever  this  could  be  done  without  risk ;  and  the  ^^ 
Vantages  to  be  gained  should  be  secured  in  its  favour : 
circumstances  proved  by  divers  authentic  documents^ 
particularly  by  .a  letter  from  count  Fleming  to  count  de 
Bruhl,  informing  him  that  count  Uhleiield  had  charged 
him  to  represent  afresh  to  his  court^  that  they  could  not 
take  too  secure  measures  against  the  ambitious  view&  of 
the  king  of  Prussia;  that  Saxony,  in  particular,  ought  to 
be  cautious,  as  being  the  most  exposed :  that  it  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  strengthen  their  old  engage- 
ments, upon  the  footing  proposed  by  the  late  count  de 
Harrach,  in  the  year  1745 :  a  step  which  might  be  taken 
on  occasion  of  his  Polish  majesty's  accession  to  the  treaty 
of  Petersburgh*  The  answer  of  count  Bruhl  to  this  dis- 
patch imported,  that  the  king  of  Poland  was  not  averse 
to  treat  in  the  utmost  secrecy  with  the  court  of  Vienna 
about  succours,  by  private  and  confidential  declarations 
relating  to  the  fourth  secret  article  of  the  treaty  of  Pe- 
tersburgh,  on  condition  of  reasonable  terms  and  advan^ 
tages,  which  in  this  case  ought  to  be  grairted  to  hm  ma- 
jesty. He  quoted  other  dispatches  to  prove  the  unwill- 
ingness of  his  Polish  majesty  to  declare  himself  until  the 
kino-  of  Prussia  should  be  attacked,  and  hisforces  divided : 
and  that  this  scruple  was  admitted  by  the  allies  of  Saxony, 
ftom  these  premises  he  deduced  this  inference,  that  the 
court  of  Dresden,  without  having  acceded  in  form  to 
the  treaty  of  Petersburgh,  was  not  less  an  accomplice  in 
the  dangerous  designs  which  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
grounded  upon  this  treaty;  and  that  having  beendis^ 
pensed  witb  from  a  formal  concurrence,  it  had  only 
waited  for  that  moment  when  it  might,  without  running 
any  great  risk,  conquer  in  effect,  and  share  the  spoils  ^ 
its  neighbour.  In  expectation  of  this  period,  he  said  the 
Austrian  and  Saxon  ministers  laboured  in  concert  and 
underhand  with  the  more  ardour,  to  bring  the  Caswf 
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Fcsdems  into  existence ;  for  it  being  laid  down  as  a  prin- 
ciple in  the  treaty,  that  any  war  whatever  between  him 
and  Russia  would  authorize  the  empress-queen  to  take 
Silesia,  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done  but  to  kindle 
such  a  war;  for  which  purpose  iio  method  was  found 
more  proper  than  that  of  embroiling  the  king  with  the 
empress  of  Russia ;  and  to  provoke  that  princfess  with 
all  sorts  of  false  insinuations,  impostures,  and  the  most 
atrocious  calumnies,  in  laying  to  his  majesty^s  <^harge  a 
variety  of  designs,  sometimes  against  Russia,  and  even 
the  person  of  the  czarina ;  sometimes  views  upon  Poland, 
and  sometimes  intrigues  in  Sweden.  By  these  and  other 
such  contrivances,  he  affirmed  they  had  kindled  the 
animosity  of  the  empress  to  sXich  a  degree,  that  in  a 
council  held  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  1753, 
she  had  resolved  to  attack  the  king  of  Prussia,  without 
any  farther  discussion,  whether  he  should  fall  upon  any 
of  the  allies  of  Russia,  or  one  of  them  should  begin  with 
him :  a  resolution  which  for  that  time  was  frustrated  by 
their  want  of  seamen  and  magazines;  but  the  prepara- 
tions were  continued  under  pretence  of  keeping  them- 
selves in  a  eondition  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  cojir 
tracted  in  the  last  subsidiary  convention  with  England ; 
and  when  all  were  finished,  the  storm  would  fall  on  the 
king  of  Prussia. 

§  XV.  This  is  the  substance  of  that  famous  memorial 
published  by  his  Prussian  majesty,  to  which  the  justify- 
ing pieces  or  stuthentic  documents  were  annexed ;  and  to 
whicl^  a  circumstantial  answer  was  exhibited  by  the  par- 
tisans of  her  imperial  majesty.  Specious  redsons' may, 
doubtless,  be  adduced  on  eilier  side  of  almost  any  dis- 
pute, by  writers  of  ingenuity ;  but,  in  examining  this 
contest,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  both  sides  adopted 
illicit  practices.  The  empress-queen  and  the  elector  of 
Saxony  had  certainly  a  right  to  form  defensive'  treaties 
for  their  own  preservation ;  and  without  alt  doubt,  it  w^ 
th^ir  interest  and  their  duty  to  secure  themselves  t^ooL 
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tlie  enterpppes  of  such  a  formidable  ne^boar;Ib«t,  H 
thejsaine  time,  the  contracting  parties  seem  to  have  car-* 
ried  their  views  much  farther  than  defensive  measures. 
Perhaps  the  court  of  Vienna  considered  the  cession  of 
Silesia  as  a  circmnstanqe  altogether  compulsive/- and, 
therefore,  not  binding  against  the  rights   of  natural 
i3quit}r.   She  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  the-king  of  Prussia 
would  be  t^npted,  by  his  ambition  ai|d  great  warlike 
power,  to  take  some  step  which  might  be  justly  inter-t 
preted  into  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Drei^en ;  and 
ux  that  case  she  was  determined  to  avail  herself  of  the 
«»rf^««cy  she  hid  f„m.«l,  fta.  Ae  »ight  ««eve  4e 
countries  she  had  lost  by  the  unfortunate  events  of  the 
kist  war^  as  well  as  bridle  the  dangerous  power  and  dis- 
position of  the  Prussian  monarch;  and,  in  all  probar-^ 
bility,  the  king  of  Poland,  over  and  above  the  same  con^ 
sideration,  was  desirous  of  dome  indemnification  for  the 
kst  irmptioa  iuto  his  electoral  dominions,  and  the  great 
sums  he  had  paid  for  the  subsequent  peace.     Whether 
they  w€3*e  audi^orized  by  the  law. of  nature  and  nations 
to  make  reprisals  by  an  actual  partition  of  the  counttiess 
they  might  conquer,  supposing  him^o  be  the  aggre^aor^ 
we.  shall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  it  does  not  at 
dl  appear,  that  his  Prussian  majesty's  danger  was  sneb 
as  entitled  him  to  take  those  violent  stepa  whieh  he  now- 
attempted  to  justify.    By  this  time  the  flame  of  war  W2k^ 
iixkdled  up  to  a  blaze  tliat  soon  filled  the  empire  with, 
ruin  and  desolation ;  and  the  king  of  Prussia  had  dmvm 
upon  hiiiiself  the  resentment  of  the  three  greatest  {M^ers 
in  Europe,  who  laid  aside  their  former  animosities,  and 
ev^ry  consideration  of  that  balance  which  it  had  cost 
such  blood  and  treasure  to  preserve,  in  order  to  conspire 
hid  destruction.     The  king  himself  could  not  but  for^ee^ 
this  confederacy,  and  know  the  power  it  might  exert.  ; 
but  probably  he.cpiifided  so  much  in  the  number,  the 
valci^ur;  and  discipline  of  his  troops ;  in  the  skill  of  his^ 
office;  m  his  own  coiiduct  and  activity;  tW  he  hoped 

VOL.  XII.  L 


1S4  BNGLANi).  [1756. 

tor  dosAh:  tiie  hime  of  Aiisitria  by  one  rs^id  endeavcmt  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  season,  or  at  least  establish  himsdlf 
ijx  JiohsmiBy  bdTore  her  alUes  could  move  to  her  al^sist- 
ancck    In  this  hqpe,  however,  be  was  disappointed,  by 
tbe  vigilance  of  the  Austrian  councils.    He  fimnd  the 
empress-queen  in  a  ccmdition  to  make  head  against  hnn 
in  ewfy  av^ue  to  her  dominions ;  and  in  a  fair  way  of 
being  assisted  by  the  circles  of  ^  the  empire*    He  saw 
hwia^lf  threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  the  Russian 
toipress,  and  the  sword  of  France  gleaming  over  Ida 
bead^  without  any  prospect  of  assistance  but  that  which 
be  might  derive  from  his  alliance  with  Great  Biitain* 
Thus  the  kmg  of  England  exchanged  the  alliance  of 
Russia^  whcr  was:  his  subsidiary,  and  the  friendship  of 
the  empressrqueen,  hi^  old  and  natural  ally,  ibr  atierw 
connexion  with  his  Prussian  majesty,  who  could  neither 
Mt  as  an  auxiliary  to  Great  Britain,  .nor  as  a  protector 
ta  Hsnover ;  and  for  this  connexion,  the  adva^ta^  of 
wludb.  was  merely  negative,  such  a  price  was  paid  by 
England  as  had  never  been  given  by  any  other  po- 
taitata  of  Europe,  even  for  services  of  the  greatest  im* 
portancQ* 

§  XYI.  About  the  latter  end  of  November;  the  Saxon 

nlsniffiti^  at  Ratisbon  deliveved  to*  tbe  diet  a  new  and 

ample  memorial,  explaimng  the  lam^itable  state  of  that 

dieetomte^  and  imploring  afr^h  the  assistance  of  the  enK 

pire.     The  king  of  Prussia  had  also  acklressed  a  letter  ft> 

ike  diet^  demanding  succour  of  the  several  states,  tggpee- 

.  ably  t€i  thek  guarantees  of  the  treaties  of  Westphalia 

and  Dresdesk ;  but  tbe  minister  c^^  M entz,  as  dii^otop  o^ 

the  dtet,;haiving  refused  to  lay  it  belbre  thai  assembly, 

^  minister  of  Brandenburgh  ordered  it  to^  be  printed, 

a»d  sent  tb  his  court  lor  ftirther  instruefions^     in  the 

ipean  time  his  Prussian  m^esty  thought  proper  to  iki^ 

Ornate  to  the  kiing  and  senate  of  Poknd,  that  should 

the  Russian  troops,be  permitted  tQ:  march  through  that 

kiikgdom,  they  m%ht  expect  l^  see>  Aeir  ccKintry  made 
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a  scene  of  war  and  deac^aticHi*  In  France  the  pToqpect 
of  a  general  and  sanguilaary  war  did  not  at  all  allay  ibe 
diBtdrbaoce  whkk  sprang  firotn  the  dissension  between 
the  clergy  aiid  parlaonenft^  touching  the  buD  Uragenitns. 
The  king  being  again  brcmght  otet  to  the  eeelestastical 
»de  of  the  dK^mte^  received  a  brief  ^be  the  pope,  lajf^ 
ihgit  down  as  a  fundamental  article^  that  wfadsoever  re- 
taaes  to  sulMttK  to  &&  bull  Uniganittm  is  in  the  Way  of 
dantnatiott:  and  certam  eases  are  qn^^ified,  in. which  ihe 
sacraments  are  to  be  denied^  The  p^rliamrart;  of  Paria^ 
considering  this  hvki  or  buH  as  a  direct  attack  upon  &e 
]%hts  of  the  QaUiean  church,  issued  an  arret  or  dectfWy 
suppressing  the  s»d  bnll ;  resecving  to  thents^ets  the 
right  of  ffwm^og  agfditet  die  incomrenieitices  wilh 
wlrieh  it  might  be  attended,  as  well  as  the  prmkge 
Ibi  maialatn  in  their  full  force  the  pverogativeft  of  Aer 
Crown,  the  power  and  jurisdkrtian  df  the  bishops,  the 
Hberiaes  of  the  GaUica^  idiurch,.  and  the  curtoikis  of  the 
iea}ni4  The  king,  dissatisfied  with  tbenr  iuterpositioiiy 
deehared  his  design  to  hold  a  bed  of  justice  in  person  al) 
Ifae  pnlace^  Accordiiiigfy^  on  the  12th  ds^  of  Noyent^ 
ber<^  tiie  wholes  body  of  his  gaaid£^  aiuoilnting  io  ten 
tfadusond  nten,  took  post  'm  die  city  ef  Paris;  and  next 
day  Itbe  kia^  tepadnad,  witk  the  usual  oeresKMoy,^  to  the: 
palace,  where  tbe^  bed  of  juStiiee  waakeld :  among  cither 
regolations^  ao  edict  was  issued  for  sTappresriag  die 
ftuttb  and  fifih  dhan^bers  of  inquests,  die  melnbaBr  of 
which  had  remarloEibly  distingmsh^  tbeiisdrtes  h^  thek 
oppwitfon^tot^bullUnigeilitQa^  ^ 

^  XYII.  Iii  ^gfamd,  the  dearth  of  com,.  aviBing  in  ai 
great  mea^are  fh»ntheni^i»ldua  pra^ice  of  e^grossiiigr 
Wtts  so  severely  lelt  by  die  common  peofde,  tkit  insniH 
rtelioti*  were  raised  m  Shropshire  and  Vaarwichriiife  by 
the  populate,  iwcofi^uaetiOBi  witfc  the  coUiei^,  who  seized 
by  vkdenJdg  all  ihe^  p«$¥i^o«  they  eeuld  find ;  pilkging] 
wHhdut vdkiiioiion  Ae  miflfers,  farmers,  grocers,; audi 
bntchers,  ui^  they  were  dispersed  by  the  gendemeB  ofi 
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the  coimtry/  at  the  heads  of  their  tenants  and  depeiui*. 
aais.    'Disorders  of  the  same  nature  were  excited  by  the. 
colliers  on  the  forest  of  Dean,  and  those  employed  in^ 
the  workia  in  Cumberland.     The  corporations,'  nobleinen, . 
and-  gentlemen,  in  different  parts,  of  the  kingdom,  ex- 
erted themselves  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  who  weare 
greatly,  distressed ;  and  a  grand  council  being  assembled 
at  St.  James's  on  the  same  subject,  a  proclamation  was 
published,  for  putting  the  laws  in  speedy  and  effectual* 
^^cution  against:  the  forestallers  and  engrossers  of  com. 
'§  XyilL  The  fear  of  an  invasion  having  now  subsided, 
and  Hanover  being  supposed  in  greater  danger  than 
Great  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  of  that  electorate  were 
transported  from  England  to  their  own  country.     At  the 
latter  end.  of  the  season,  when  the  weather  became  se-' 
vere,  the  ihnke^)ers  of  England  refused  to  admit  the 
Hessian  soldiers  into  winter-quarters,  as  no  provision  had* 
beisn  made  for  that  purpose  by  act  of  parliamoit ;  so  that 
thef  were  obliged  to  hut  their  camp,  and  remain  in.the 
open  fields  till  January ;  but  the  rigour  of  this  uncdm-^  • 
Ibrtable  situation  was  softened  by  the  hand  of  generous, 
eharity,  which  liberally  supplied  them. with  all  maimer 
of  refreshmehti  :and  other  conveniences ;  ,a  humane  in- 
terposition, which  rescued  the  national  character  from 
the  imputation  of  cruelty  and  ingratitude .  , 

M§  XIX.  On  the. 2d  day  of  December,  his  ms^esty. 
open^  the  sessipn  of  parliament  with  a  speech  thai 
seemed  to  be  dictated  by  the  genius  of  England.     He 
expressed  his  confidence,  that,  under  the  guidance  of 
Divine  Providence,  the;Uiuon,  fortitude,  and  affection,  of 
bis  people  would  enable  him  ta  surmount  all  difficulties, 
and  vindica^  the  dignity  of  his  crown  against  the  ancient 
enemy  of  Great  Britain.     He  declared,  that  the  succour 
and  preservation  of  Americaconstituted  a  main  object  of, 
his  attention  and  solicitude ;  and  observed,  that  the  grow-: 
ihg  dang^»  to  which  the  British  colonies  might,  stago^ 
exposed,  from  late  losses  in  that  country,  demanded  re* 
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solutions  of  vigour  abd  diispatch.     He  said,  an  adequate 
.  wd  firm  defen(:e  at  home  should  mainteiln  the;chief  phioe 
in  his  thoughts ;  and  in  this  great  view  he  had  nothilig 
'  so  much  at  heart  as  to  remove  all  grounds  of  dissatisfb^* 
tion  from  his  people ;  for  this  end,  he  recommended  to 
•  the  care  and  ^diligence  of  the  parliament  the  framing  6f  a 
national-militia,  planned  and  regulated  with  equal  regard 
'to  the  just  rights  of  his  crown  and  people ;  an  institi^OH 
which  might  become  one  good  resource  in  time  of  gene- 
ral danger.     He  took  notice  that  the  unnatural  union  of 
councils  abroad,  the  calamities  which,  in  consequence  of 
this  u^happy^  conjunction,  might,  by  imiptions' of  foreign 
armie^s  into  the  empire,  shake  its  constitution j  dvertulm 
its  system,  and  threaten  oppression  to  the  PW)testant  in- 
terest on  the  continent,  were  events  which  must  sensibly 
affect  the  minds  of  the  British  nation,  and  had  fixed  the 
^^  of  Europe  on  this  new  and  dangerous  crisis. :   He 
gave' them  to  understand,  that  the  body  of  his  electoral 
troops,  which  werie'  brought  hither  at  the  desire  of  his 
parliament^  he  had  now  directed  to  return  to  his  donii^ 
niions  in  Germany^  relying  with  pleasure  on  the  spirit 
and  zeal  of  his  people,  in  defence  of  his  person  and  realm. 
He  told  the  commons  that  he  confided  in  Iheir  wisdom,  for 
•preferring  more  vigorous  efforts,  though  more  expensive, 
to  a  less  effectual,  and  therefore  less  frugalplan  ofvrar; 
that  he  had  placed  before  them  the  dangers  and  neces- 
sities of  the  public;  and  it  was  their  duty  to  lay  the  bur- 
dens they  should  judge  unavoidable  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  least  disturb  and  exhaust  his  people.     He  ex- 
pressed his  concern  for  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  arising 
from  the  present  dearth  of  com,  and  for  the  disturbanices 
to  which  it  had  given  rise;  and  exhorted  his  part^nient 
to  consider  of  proper  provisions  for  preventing  the  like 
mischiefs  hereafter.     He  concluded  with  remarking,  that 
'improsperous  events  of  war  in  Ihe  Mediterranean  had 
draw^i  from  his  subjects  signal  proofs  how  dearly  they 
tendered  the  hcmour  of  his  crown ;  therefbre,  they  coiild 
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not,  on  his  part,  fail  to  meet  with  just  neturns  of  un- 
wearied cape,  and  unceasing  endeavoniB  for  the  glory, 
pvospeffity,  and  happiness,  of  his  people^ 

^XX.  The  king  having  retired  from  the  house  of 
peeis,  the  speech  was  read  by  loird  Sandp,  appointed 
to  act  as  speaker  to  that  bouse;  then  earl  Gemet  moved 
ibr  an  addi^ss,  which,  however,  was  not  carried  without 
<)lbjection.     In  one  part  of  it,  his  majesty  was  thanked 
for  having  caused  a  body  of  electoral  troops  to  come  into 
Sngland  at  the  request  of  his  parliament ;  and  this  article 
was  disagreeable  to  those  who  had  disapproved  of  the 
request  in  the  last  session*     They  said  they  wished  to 
see  the  present  address  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the 
lords;  a  satisfaction  they  could  not  have,  if  such  a  pa- 
ragraph should  be  inserted :  for  they  still  thought  the 
bringing  over  Hanoverian  troops  a  preposterous  mea- 
ante;  .biacaaise  it  had  not  only  loaded  &e  nation  with  cm 
enornKms.expense,  but  also  fumishied  the  court  of  France 
with  a  plausible  pretence  for  invading  the  aleotXH^ote, 
which  Qtherwkie  it  would  have  no  shadow  gf  f eaison  to 
littaok;  besides,  the  expedient  was  held  in  reprobation 
hy  the  subjects  in  general,  and  such  a  paragmph  migfat 
be  considered  bb  an  assault  on  the  people.    Notwith- 
standing these  exceptions,  whidhi  did  not  seem  to  be  very 
important,  the  address,  including  this  paragraph,  was 
approved  by  a  gm^t  majority. 

\  XXL  In  the  address  of  the  commons  qq  such  paiur 
graph  was  inserted.  As  soon  as  the  speaker  had  reoitad 
bis  majesty's  speech,  Mr.  C.  Townshend  proposed  the 
heads  Qf  an  address,  to  which  the  house  tmanimously 
i^;feed;  and  it  was  presented  accordhigly.  This  neces- 
sary form  was  no  sooner  discussed,  than  the  house,  with 
a  ws0inth  of  humanity  and  benevolence  suitable  to  such 
an  a^embly,  reserved  itself  into  ^  committee,  to  delibe- 
rate on  that  part  of  his  majesty's  speech  which  rekited 
to  the  dearth  of  com  that  so  much  distressed  the  poorer 
clsMIs  of  people*    A  bill  was  immediately  £ramed  to  pro- 
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hil>it,  for  a  time  liprited,  the  iBx^rtation  of  cotn,  maHi 
m^aHy  flouF,  bread)  biscuit,  iaad  atarch;  and  a  resolutm 
unanimously  taken  to  address  the  sovereign,  that  an 
embargo  might  be  forthwith  laid  upon  all  ships  laden  oi^ 
to  be  laden  witli  these  conunodities,  to  be  exported  from 
th^  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  At  the  same 
time,  vice-admiral  Boscawen,  from  the  board  of  admi«- 
ralty^  informed  the  house^  that  the  king  and  the  board 
having  heesx  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  admiral 
Byng,  in  a  late  action  with  the  French  fleet  in  the  Me- 
diterraneiuiy  and  for  the  appearance  of  his  not  ;hav]2ig 
s^UA  agreeably  to  his  instructions  for  the  rdiief  of  Mi^ 
norca)  he  was  then  in  custody  of  the  marshal  of  thfe 
ajdfliiralty,  in  order  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial :  that 
although  th]3  was  no  more  than  what  was  u^ual  Ja  Uke 
cases^  yet  as  admiral  Byng  was  then  a  m^Pfiber  ^f  the 
house^  and  as  his  confinement  migh^t  detain  him  some  time 
&0m  Im  duty  there,  the  board  of  admiralty  thought  it  a 
respect  due  to  the  house  to.ii^Lform  them  of  the  commit- 
jnent  and  drainer  of  ihe  said  admiral.  This  message 
being  delivered,  the  journal  of  the  house  in  relation  to 
rear«-admiral  Knowies^  was  read,  and  what  Mr.  Boscawen 
now  ccnmnunieated  was  also  inserted. 

§  XXIL  The  committees  of  supply,  and  of  ways  and 

«  Rear-admiral  Knowles  being,  in  the  month  of  December,  1749,  tried  at 
Deptford,  before  a  court-martial,  for  bis  behavioar  iu  and  rdating  to  an  action 
^hich  happened  on  the  Ist  day  of  October  in  the  .preceding  year,  beitween  a 
British  sqiladron  under  his  command,  and  a  squadron  of  Spain,  the  court  w£Ui 
unanimooaly  of  opiKkn,  that  the  iatid  Kaowle«i  while  he  wtm  statndinf  for  tfae 
enemy,  might,  by  a  different  disposition  of  his  squadron;  have  begun  the  attack 
with  &X.  ships  «B  eajfly  in  the  day  a&fottr  of  ^ete  w^rcf  engaged ;  and  that,  lliere- 
fore,  by  hisnieglectiBg  so  to  do,  he  gave  the  enemy  ^  miinifest  advantage :  thi|t 
the  said  Knowles  remained  on  bos^  the  ship  ComwaU  with  his  flag«  af^r  she 
was  disabled  firom  contimling  the  action,  though  he  might,  upon  her  being  dis- 
abled, have  shifted  his  flag  on  board  another  ship ;  and  the  eosait  were  unaai- 
jnoMly  oi  opitaiovk  he  oi^t  to  have  done  00,  in  order  t»  have  ooadocted  and 
dixeoted>  during  the  whole  action,  the  motions  of-  the  Squadron  intrusted  tolus 
care-and  condHet*  Upon  consideration  of  the  whole  conduct  of  the  said  Knowleft, 
TAiy^ffg  to  that  actioni  the  court  did  unanimously  agree,  that  he  fell  under  part  of 
the  fourteenth  article  «f  the  articles  t>f  war,  namely,  tW  wcHrd  nggHgend,  and  no 
other  >  and  also  under  the  twentytfaird  article.-^The  court,  therefore,  unanimoosjly 
adjudged,  that  he  should  be  reprimanded  for  not  bringing  up  the  squadron  iA 
des^r  order  than  he  did,  and  not  beginmng  the  attack  with  as  g^oat  ^^e  as  he 
might  h^ve  diQMe ',  and  dsa  for  notwdiifting  his  flag^  upon  the  ComwaU's  bein^ 
4if^iM(9d.  ' 
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itieans,  being  appointed,  took  into  consideration  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  state,  and  made  very  ample  provisions  for 
enabling  his  majesty  to  maintain  the  war  with  vigour. 
They  granted  fifty-five  thousand  men  for  the  sea-service, 
including  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  nineteen 
marines ;  and  for  the  land-service,  forty-nine  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  effective  men,  compre- 
hending four  thousand  and  eight  invalids.  The  supply 
was  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  these  forces,  as  well 
as  for'  the  troops  of  Hesse  and  Hanover ;  for  the  ord- 
nance; the  levy  of  new  regiments;  for  assisting  his 
majesty  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of  observa- 
tion, for  the  just  and  necessary  defence  and  preservation 
of  his  electoral  dominions,  and  those  of  his  allies ;  and 
towards  enabling  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the 
king  of  Prussia;  for  the  security  of  the  empire  agamst 
the  irruption  of  foreign  surmies,^  as  well  as  for  the  support 
of  the  common  cause;  for  building  and  repairs  bf  ships, 
hiring  transports,  payment  of  half^^ay  officers,  and  the 
-pensions  of  widows;  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  dis- 
charge the  like  sum,  raised  in, pursuance  of  an  act  passed 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and  chained  upon  the 
first  aids  or  supplies  to  be  granted  in  this  session,  for 
^enabling  the  governors  and  guardians  of  the  hospital  for 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  exposed  and  deserted 
young  children,  to  receive  all  such  children,  under  a 
certain  age,  as  should  be  brought  to  the  said  hospital 
within  the  compass  of  one  year ;«  for  maintaining  and 

-  '  Nothing  could  more  gloriouBly  evince  the  generosity  of  a  British  parliament, 
than  this  interposition  for  defending  the  liberties  ^f  Germany,  in  conjunetion  with 
two  eledtors  only,  against  the  sense  of  the  other  seven,  and  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  measures  taken  by  the  head  of  the  empire,  who,  in  the  sequel,  stigmatised 
aheBe  two  princes  as  rebels,  and  treated  one  of  them  as  an  outlaw. 
'■■  9  This  charity,  established* by  voluntary  contribution,  might,  under  prc^r  ze- 
■strictions,  prove  beneficial  to-  tiie  commonwealth,  by  rescuing  deserted  childsen 
•from  misery  and  death,  and  quailing  them  for  being  serviceable  members  of  die 
community;  but  siiice  the  liberali^  of  parliament  hath  enabled  the  governors  and 
cor^Kyration  to  receive  all  the  children  that  are  presented,  without  question  or 
limitation,  the  yearly  expense  hath  swelled  into  a  national  grievance,  and  the 
humane  purposes  of  the  original  institution  are,  in  a  great  measure,  defeat<3d. 
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jBupportiiig  the  new  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia;  for  re* 
pairing  and  finishing  military  roads ;  for  making  good 
his  majesty's  engng^ent  with  the  la^dgrave  of  Hesse* 
Cassel;  for  the  expense  of  marching,  recruiting,  and 
Remounting,  German  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain ; 
for- empqwerii^g  his  majesty  to  defiray  any  extraordinary 
expenses  of  the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for  tlje 
service  of  the  ensuii^  year,  and  to  take  all  such  mea- 
sures as  might  be  necessary  to  disappoint  or  defeat  any 
jent^rprise.  or  designs  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  should  require;  for  the  payment  of  such  per- 
sons, in  such  a  manner  as  his  majesty  should  direct;  for 
the  use  and  relief  of  his  subjects  in  the  several  provinces 
of  North  and  South.  Carolina  and  Virginia,  in  recom* 
.pense  for  such  services  as,  .with  the  approbation  of  his 
•majesly's  cpminanderrin-chief  in  America,  they  respec- 
-tively  had  performed,  or  should  perform,  either  by  put- 
ting these  provinces  in  a  state  of  defence,  or  by  acting 
/With  yigow  against  the  enemy;  for  enabling  the  East 
India  company  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  military  force 
in  their  settlements,  to  be  maintained  in  them,  in  lieu  of 
a  battalion  of  his  majesty's  forces  withdravm  from  those 
forts  and  factories;  for  the  maintenance  a^d  support  of 
the  forts  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  for  widening  the  ave- 
nues, and  rendering  more  safe  and  commodious  the 
streets  and  passages  leading  from  Charing-cross  to  the 
,two  houses  of  parliament,  the  courts  of  justice,  and  the 
new  bridge  at  Westininster.^     Such  were  the  articles 
iimder  which  we  may  specify  the  supplies  of  this  year, 
^on  the  whole  amounting  to  8,350,325/.  9^  3d.    It  must 
rbe  acknowledged  for  the  honour  of  the  administration, 
that  the  house  of  commons  could  not  have  exhibited 

weU  contrived  for  economy  and  conyenience,  standing  on  the  north  side  of  the 

.-^ity>  ai^d  a  little  detached  from  it,  in  an  agreeable  and  salubrious  situation.  The 

hsill  is  adorned  with  some  good  paintings,  the  chapel'is  elegant,  and  t£ie  riegula- 

.tions^  are  admirable.  ^  ' 

^  The  bridge  at  Westminster  may  be.  considered  as  a  national  ornament.    It 

w^s  built  at  the  pubUc  expense,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Westminster-hal!  to 

the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  consists  of  thirteen  arches,  constructed  with 

>«qual  elegance  and  simplicity. 
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stronger  masks  of  their  attachment  to  the  crown  and 
person  of  their  sovereign,  as  well  as  of  dieir  desire  to  see 
the  .force  of  the  nation  exerted  with  becoming  spirit. 
The  sums  granted  by  the  committee  of  supply  did  not 
exceed  8,350,325/.  9^.  3d.;  the  funds  established 
amounted  to  8,689,51/.  I9s.  7d.;  so  that  there  was  an 
oveqplus  of  338,726/.  10^.  4rf. ;  an  excess  which  was 
thought  necessary,  in  case  the  lottery,  which  was  founded 
on  a  new  plan,  should  not  succeed. 

§  XXUI.  Some  of  these  impositions  were  deemed 
grievous  hardships  by  those  upon  whom  they  immedi*- 
ately  fell;  and  many  frieikb  of  their  country  exclaimed 
against  the  projected  army  of  observation  in  Germany, 
as  the  commencement  of  a  ruinous  continental  war, 
whidb  it  was  neither  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  under- 
take, nor  in  their  power  to  maintain,  without  starving 
the  operations  by  sea,  and  in  America,  founded  on  Bri- 
tish principles ;  without  contracting  such  an  additional 
load  of  debts  and  taxes,  as  could  not  fail  to  terminate  iii 
bankruptcy  and  distress.  To  those  dependants  of  the 
ministry,  who  observed  that  as  Hanovei*  was  threataied 
by  France  for  its  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  it  ought, 
in  common  gratitude,  to  be  protected,  they  replied,  tha[t 
every  state  in  assisting  any  ally,  ought  to  have  a  regard 
to  its  own  preservation;  that,  if  the  king  of  England, 
enjoyed  by  inheritance,  or  succession,  a  province  in  the 
heart  of  France,  it  would  be  equally  absurd  and  unjust, 
in  case  of  a  ruptiu^  with  that  kingdoin,  to  exhaust  the 
treasures  of  Great  Britain  in  the  defence  of  such  a  pro- 
viiK^e;  aad  yet  the  inhabitants  of  it  would  have  the  same 
right  to  complain  that  they  suffered  for  their  conne8:ion 
with  England.  They  observed,  that  other  dominions, 
electorates,  and  principalities  in  Germany,  were  secured 
by  the  constitutions  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  by  fair  and 
eiqual  alliances  with  their  co-estates ;  whereas  Hanover 
stood  solitary,  like  a  hunted  deer  avoided  by  the  herd, 
atfd  had  no  other  shelter  but  that  of  shrinking  under  the 
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extended  shield  of  Great  Britain :  that  the  rductajoce 
e]q)ressised  by  the  Genaaii  prijices  to  undertake,  the  de^ 
fisDce  of  these  dominions^  flowed  from  a  firm  persua3ioii, 
founded  on  experience^  that  England  would  interpose 
as  a  principal,  and  not  <»3ly  draw  her  sword  ugainst  tbe 
eneoues  of  the  electorate,  but  concentrate  her  chief 
strength  in  that  object,  and  waste  her  treasures  in  pur- 
chasing their  concurrence ;  that,  exclusive  of  an  ample 
revenue  drained  from  the  sweat  of  the  people,  great  part 
of  which  had  been  expended  in  continental  efforts,  the 
whole  national  debt  incurred,  since  the  accession  of  the 
late  king,  had  been  contracted  in  pursuance  of  measures 
totally  foreign  to  the  interest  of  these  kingdoms:  that, 
since  Hanover  was  the  favourite  object,  England  would 
save  money,  and  great  quantities  of  British  blood,  by 
allowing  France  to  take  possession  of  the  electorate, 
pajrtng.  its  ransom  at  the  peace,  and  indonnifyixig  the 
inhalntants  for  the  damage  they  might  sustain ;  an  ^pe- 
dient  that  w<mld  be  productive  of  another  good  conse- 
quence; it  would  rouse  the  German  princes  from  their 
affected  indifference,  and  oblige  them  to  exert  themselv^ 
with  vigour,  in  order  to  avoid  the  detested  neighbourhood 
of  such  an  enterprising  invader. 

§  XXIV.  The  article  of  the  supply  relating  to  tJbe 
army  of  observation  took  rise  from  a  message  signed  by 
his  majesty,  and  presented  by  Mr.. Pitt,  now  p^moted 
to  the  office  of  principal  secretary  of  state ;  a  gentleman 
who  had,  upon  sundry  occasions,  combated  the  gig^tic 
plan  of  continental  connexions  with  all  the  strength  of 
reasQir,  and  all  the  powers  of  eloquence*  He  now  im- 
parted to  the  house  an  intimation,  importing,  it  was  al- 
ways with  reluctance  that  his  majesty  asked  extraordi- 
nary supplies  of  his  people ;  but  as  the  united  councHs 
and  formidable  preparations  of  France  and  her  allies 
threatened  Europe  in  general  with  the  most  alarming 
consequience ;  and  as  these  unjust  and  vindictive  do- 
signs  were  particularly  and  immediately  bent  against 
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'his  majesty's  electoi^  dominions,  and  those  of  his  good 
ally,  the  king  of  Prussia,  his  majesty  confided  in  the 
experienced  zeal  and  affection  of  his  faithful  commons, 
that  they  would  cheerfully  assist  him  in  forming  and 
maintaining  an  army  of  observation,  for  the  just  and-  ne- 
cessary defence  and  preservation  of  those  territories,  and 
enable  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  his  Prussito 
majesty,  for  the  security  of  the  empire  against  the  irrup- 
tion of  foreign  armies,  and  for  the  support  of  the  cbmnlon 
cause.     Posterity  will  hardly  believe,  that  the  emperor 
and  all  the  princes  of  Germany  were  in  a  conspiracy 
against  their  country,  except  the  king  of  Prussia^  the 
'  elector  of  Hanover,  and  the  landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassiel ; 
and  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  surprised,  that  Great  Britain, 
after  all  the  treaties  she  had  made,  and  the  numberless 
subsidies  she  had  granted,  should  not  have  an  ally  left, 
except  one  prince,  so  embarrassed  in  his  own  affairs, 
that  he  could  grant  her  no  succour,  whatever  assistance 
he  might  demand.     The  king's  message  met  with  as;fa- 
•vourable  a  reception  as  he  could  have  desired.     It  was 
read  in  the  house  of  commons,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  treaty  between  his  majesty  and  the  king  of  Prussia, 
including  the  secret  and  separate  article,  and  the  decla- 
raition  signed  on  each  side  by  the  plenipotentiaries  at 
Westminster :  the  request  was  granted,  and  the  conven- 
tion approved.     With  equal  rieadiness  did  they  gratify 
his  majesty's  ipcKnatipn,  signified  in  another  message, 
delivered  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  by  lord  Bateman,  in- 
timating, that  in  this  critical  juncture,  emergencies  might 
arise  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  be  attended  with 
{he  most  pernicious  consequences,  if  proper  meiauis  should 
not  be  immediately  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them^ 
his  majesty  was,  therefore,  desirous  that  the  house  would 
enable  him  to  defiray  any  extraordinary  expenses  of  the 
war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  service  of  the 
current  year;  and  to  take  all  such  measures  as  might  be 
necessary  to  disappoint  or  defeat  any  enterprises  or  der 
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signs  of  his  ehemies^  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  might  re* 
quire.     The  committee  of  supply  forthwith  granted  a 
very  large  sum  for  these  purjposes,  including  the  charge 
of  German  mercenaries.     A  like  message  being  at  the 
same  time  communicated  to' the  upper  house,  their  lord- 
ships voted' a  very  loyal  address  upon  the  occasion;  and 
when  the  article  of  supply,  which  it  produced  among 
&e  commons,  fell^  under  their  inspection,  they  unani- 
mously agreed  to  it,  by  way  of  a  clause  of  appropriation. 
:  §  XXV.  We  have  already  observed;  that  the  first  bill 
which  the  commons  passed  In  this  session  was  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  by  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corn; 
but  this  remedy  not  being  judged  adequate  to  the  evil, 
another  bill  was  framed,  removing,  for  a  limited  time,' 
the  diity  then  payable  upon  foreign  com  iand  flour,  im- 
ported; as  "also  permitting,  for  a  certain  time,  all  such' 
foreign  corn,  grain,  meal,  bread,  biscuit,  and  flbiir^  as  had 
been  or  shouM  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  to  be  landed 
and  expended  in  the  kingdom  duty  free.     In  order  still 
more  to  reduce  the  high  price  of  com,  and  to  prevent 
aiiy  supply  of  provisions  from  being  sent  to  our.  enemies 
in  America,  a  third  bill  was  brought  in,  prohibiting,  for 
a  tim^  therein  limited,  the  exportation  of  com,  grain, 
meal,  malt,  flour,  bread,  biscuit,  starch,beef,  pork,  bacon, 
or  othei*  victual,  from  any  of  the  British  plantations,  unless 
to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  from  one  colony  to  an- 
other. To  this  act  two  clauses  were  added,  for  allowing 
those,  necessaries,  mentioned  above,  to  be  imported  in 
foreign  built  ships,  and  from  any  state  in  amity  with  hii^ 
majesty,  either  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  and  for  ex- 
porting from.Southampton  or  Exeter  to  the  Isle  of  Man, 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  a  quantity  of  wheat,  barn 
1^,  oats,  meal,  or  flour,  not  exceeding  two  thousand  five 
hundred  quarters.     The  coinmons  would  have  still  im^ 
proved  their  humanity,  had  they  contrived  and  esta-? 
blished  some  effectual  method  tp  punish  those  unfeeling 
Villains,  who,   by  engrossing  and  hoarding  up  great 
quantities  of  grain,  had  created  this  artificial  scarcity. 
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and  deprived  their  fellow-creatu)re»  of  breads  with  a  "new 
to  tiieir  own  private  advantage.  Upon  a  subsecpient 
report  of  the  committee,  the  house  resolved,  that,  to 
prevent  the  hi^b  price  of  wheat  and  breads  no  spirits 
should  be  distilled  from  wheat  for  a  limited  time.  While 
the  bill,  formed  on  this  resolution,  was  in  embryo,,  a  pe- 
tition was  presented  to  the  house  by  the  brewers  of 
Loisdon,,  Westminster,  Southwark^  and  parts  adjacent, 
representing,  that^  when  the  resolution  passed,  the  price 
of  mak,  which  was  before  too  high,  immediately  rose  to 
such  a  degree,  that  the  petitioners  found  themselves  ut- 
terly incapable  of  carrying  on  business  at  the  price  mah 
then  box:e»  occasioned,^  as  they  conceived^  from  an  ap- 
prehension of  the  necesirity  the  distilkss  would  be  under 
to  m^ke  use  of  the  best  pale  malt,,  and  substitute  the  best 
bearley  in  lieu  of  wheat :  that,  in  sucha  case^  the  markets 
Would  not  be  able  to  supply  a  sufiieient  quantity  of  bar- 
TS&f  for  the  demands  of  both  profesdons,  hesiAes  other 
iuecessacy  uses :  they,  tiberefore^  prayed^  that  m  regard 
to  the  public  reveirae,  to  which  the  trade  of  the  peti- 
tioners so  largely  contributed,  proper  measures  might  be 
taken  fbir  prewnting  the  public  loss,  and  relieving  thejnr 
particular  distress.  The  house  would  not  lend  a  deaif 
ear  to  a  remonstrance  in  which  the  lev^atte  was  coo^ 
cerned.  The  members  appointed  to  prepare  ihe  h&i 
immediately  received  kxstructioQS  t^  make  pRmaioai 
in  it  ta  restrain,  for  a  limited  time,  thedistiDing  of  bar^ 
ley^  malt,  and  all  graki  whatsoet^r.  The  bill  was 
feained  aodosdingly,  but  did  not  pass  without  strenuous 
eppositibiL  To  this  prohibition  it  was^  objeeted,^  tb«t 
tlttece  are  always  large  quantities  of  wheat  aosd  bai4ey  in 
Ike  kil^dom  so  much  damaged,  as  to  be  unfit  ferany  x^^ 
but  the  distillery^  conseqiiently  a  restriction  of  this  mh 
ture  would  ruin  many  farmers^  and  others  employed  in 
the  trade  of  malting.  Particular  interests,  however, 
must  often  be  sacrificed  to  the  welfare  of  the  communtty; 
and  the  present  distress  prevailed  over  the  prospect  of 
this  disadvantage.     If  ^y  had  allowed  any  soft  <tf 
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gmn  to  be  cUstilled,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
prevent  the  distilling  of  evety  kind.  The  prohibitioa 
was  limited  to  two  months ;  but  at  liie  expiration  of  that 
term,  the  scarcity  still  continuing,  it  was  protracted  bjr  a 
ftew  bill  toihe  1 1th  day  of  December^  with  a  proviso, 
empowering  his  majesty  to  put  an  end  to  it  ai  any  time 
after  the  11  th  day  of  May,  if  such  st  step  should  be 
judged  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom. 

§  XX VL  The  next  bill  that  eaiga^d  the  attentkm  of 
the  commons,  was  a  measure  of  the  utmost  natioBal  im* 
portance,  though  secretly  disliked  by  many  individuals 
of  the  legislature,  who,  nevertheless,  did  not  venture  ta 
avow  their  disapprobatioix.     The  establishtnent  of  a  mi- 
litia WES  a  very  popular  and  desirable  ob^ect^  but  attended 
with  numberless  difficulties,  and  a  competition  of  ihte- 
lests  which  it  was  impossible  to  recondle.     It  had  for- 
merly been  an  inexhaustible  source  of  contentioaJbetween 
the  crown  and  the  commons ;  but  now  both  ^uppxrenHiy 
cosicurred  in  r^idering  it  -  serviceable  to  the  common^ 
wealth;  though  some  acquiesced  in  the  scheme,  who 
were  not  at  all  hearty  in  its  &vour.     On  the  4th  day  of 
December,  a  motion  was  made  for  the  bill,,  by  colonel 
George  Townshend,  eldest  son  of  lord  viscount  Towns- 
haid,  a  gendeman  of  courage,  sense,  and  probity;  en- 
dued with  penetratio]:!  to  discern,  and.  bcmesty  to*  puirsue^ 
the  real  interest  of  his  cduMry,  in  defiance  of  power,,  in 
contempt  o£  private  advantages.     Leave  being  given  to 
briiig  in  a  bill  fw  ti»e  better  (Hrdering  of  the  militia, 
fbiDees  in  the  several  cooiotiefi  of  England,  the  task  of 
pr eparii^  k  was  allotted  to  Mr.  Towm^endyand  a  con.* 
sidarable  number  of  the:  moat  able  members  in  the  house^ 
cwnprchendiTig  his  oi§DLbrQther,,Mr.Chadrle&Townshead„ 
whose  genius  shone  with  distinguished,  lustre :  be  wasi 
keeny  discemingv  eloipient,  and  accxurate ;.  posees0fed  a 
remarkable  VEvaci^  of  parts,  with  a  surprkdog  soUdily  o£ 
understanding' ;  was  a  wib  witfaosit  anrogano^.  a^  patriot 
without  prejudice,  aiid  a  couiti^r  withaut  depaidisace. 
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While  the  militia  bill  remained  under  conside9raf]0n 
in  the  housCy  a  petition  for  a  constitutional  and  well-re- 
gulated militia  was  presented  by  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalt|r,of  the  lung's  town  and  parish  of  Maidstone/ 
in  Kent,  in  common-council  assembled.     At  the  same 
time,  repoLonstrances  were  offered  by  the  Protestant  dis* 
sentmg  ministers  of  the  three  denominations  in  and  about 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster ;  by  the  Protestant 
dissenters  of  Devonshire ;  the  Protestant  dissenters,  be- 
ing freeholders  and  burgesses  of  the  town  and  County, 
of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  joined  with  other  inhabitaintEi 
of  the  church  of  England,  expressing  their  apprehension, 
that,  in  the  bill  then  depending,  it  might  be  proposed  to^ 
enact,  that  the  said  militia  should  be  exercised  on  tbe^ 
Lord's  day,  commonly  called  Sunday,  and  praying  that 
no  clause  for  such  purpose  might  pass  into  a  law.  Though* 
nothing  could  be  more  ridiculously  fanatic  and  imperti- 
nent than  a  declaration  of  such  a  scruple  against  a  prac- 
tice so  laudable  and  necessary,  in  a  country  where  that* 
day  of  the  week  is  generally  i^ent  in  merry-making,* 
riot,  and  debauchery,  the  house  paid  so  much  regard  t& 
the  squeamish  consciences  of  those  puritanical  petitioni* 
ers,  that  Monday  Was  pitched  upon  for  the  day  of  exer-' 
cise  to  the  militia,  though  on  such  working  days  they 
might  be  much  more  profitably  employed,  both  for  them- 
selves and  their  country ;  and  that  no  religious  pretence^ 
should  be  left  for  opposing  the  progress  and  execution 
of  the  bill,  proper  clauses  were  inserted  for  the  relief  of 
the  Quakers.     Another  petition  and   counter-petition 
were  delivered  by  the  magistrates^  freeholders,  and  bur- 
gesses, of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  in  relation  to  their 
particular  franchises,  were  accor4i&gly  considered  in 
framing  the  bill.  '       ' 

^  XXVIIL  After  mature  ddibaratipn,  and  divers  al- 
terations, it  passed  the  lower  house,  and  wcks  sent  to  the 
lords  for  their  conourcence:  here  it  underwent  severaL 
amendments,  one  of  which  was  thC'  reduction  of  the 
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number  of  militia-men  to  one-shalf  of  what  the  commotts: 
had  proposed;   namely,  to  thirty-two  thousand  three 
hmidred  iuid  forty  men  for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Eng-*' 
land  and  Wales*     The  amendments  being  canvassed  in 
the  lowcdr  house,  met  with  some  opposition^  and  divers 
conferences  with  their  lordships  ensued ;  at  length,  how- 
ever^  the  two  houses  agreed  to  every  article,  and  the  bill 
soon  received  the  royal  sanction.     No  provision,  how-< 
ever,  was  made  for  clothes,  arms,  accoutrements,  and 
pay :  had  regulations  been  made  for  these  purposes,  the 
act.  would  have  become  a  money-bill,  in  which  the  loilds^ 
could  have  made  no  amendment :  in  order,  therefore,  to 
prevent:  any.  difference  between  the  two  houses,  on  a 
dispute  of  privileges  not  yet  determined,  and  that  the 
house  of  pe^s  might  make  what  amendments  they  should 
think  expedient,  the  commons  left  the  expense  of  the 
militia  to  be  regulated  in  a  subsequent  bill,  during  the 
following  session,  when  they  could,  with  mor^  certainty,' 
compute  what  sum  would  be  necessary  for  these  pur-^ 
poses.    After  all,  the  bill  seemed  to  be  crude,  imperfect, 
and  ineffectual,  and  the  promoters  of  it  were  well  aware 
of  its  defects ;  but  they  were  apprehensive  that  it  would 
have  been  dropped  altogether,  had  they  insisted  upon 
the  scheme  being  executed  in  its  fiiU  extent.     They 
Vf&c^  eager  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  trying  an  eiq>£rir9 
ment,  which  might  afterward  be  improved  to  a  gresateb 
national  advantage ;  and,  therefore,  they  acquiesced  in 
many  restrictions  and  alterations,  which  otherwise  would 
not;have  he&a  adopted. 

§^  XXIX.  The  next  measure  that  fell  under  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  house  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
inhojspitableperseveranceof  the  publicans  and  innholders, 
who  CQilceived  themselves  riot  obliged  by  law  to  receive 
br  give  quarters  in  their  houses  to.  any  foreign  troops, 
and  accordingly  refused  admittance  to  the  Hessian.auxi- 
liaiies,  who  began  to  be  dreadfully  incommodjed  by  the 
Wverity  of  the  weather.     This  objection  implying  an 

YOli  XII.  M 
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attack  upon  the  prerogatiTe,  the  go^emment  did  Mi 
think  fit^  at  this  junctnre,  to  dispute  any  other  way,  tibaft 
by  procuring  a  new  law  in  favour  of  those  foreigners. 
It' was  entitled,  ^^  A  bill  to  make  provision  for  quartering 
tibe  foreign  troops  now  in  this  kingdom,''  prepared  by 
lord  Barrington,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
the  solicitor-general,  and  immediately  passed  Without 
opposition*  This  step  being  taken,  smother  bill  was 
brought  in,  for  the  regulation  of  the  marine  forces  whiie 
on  shore.  This  was  almost  a  transcript  of  the  mutiny 
act,  with  this  material  difference :  it  empowered  the  adw 
miialty  to  grant  commissions  for  holding  general  courts^ 
martial,  and  to  do  every  thing,  and  in  the  same  manner^ 
as  his  majesty  is  empowered  to  do  by  the  usual  mutiny 
bill;  consequently  every  clause  was  adopted  without 
question. 

^  XXX.  The  same  favourable  reoeptionwas  given  to 

a  bill  for  the  more  speedy  and  effecti:Lal  recruiting  his 

majesty's  land-forces  and  marine;  a  law  which  Hirew 

into  the  hands  of  many  worthless  magistrates  an  addt;* 

iionaX  power  of  oppressing  their  fellow-creatures :  aU 

justices  of  the  peace,  commissioners  of  the  land-tax,  ma-^ 

gistrates  of  corporations  and  bqroughs,  were  empowered 

to  meet  by  direction  of  the  secretary  at  war,  Gommuni-> 

cated  in  precepts  issued  by  the  high  sheri£&,  or  their 

deputies,  within  their  respective  divisions,  and  at  thfiir 

usual  places  of  meeting,  to  qualify  themselves  for  the 

executicm  of  the  act .'  then  they  w^e  required  to  appinnt 

the  times  and  places  for  their  succeeding  meetings;  to 

issue  precepts  to  the  proper  o£Gicers  for  those  succeeding 

meetings ;  and  to  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  every 

meeting  to  such  military  officers  as,  by  notice  froni  the 

secretary  at  war,  should  be  directed  to  attend  that  service; 

The  annual  bill  for  preventix^  mutiny  and  desertion  met 

with  no  objections,  and  mdeed  contained  nothing  ei0ea# 

tially  different  from  tha*  wWrh  had  pnsacd  in  the  last  ms^ 

sio%  T^e  next  law  enacted,  was,  for  ferther  preventing 
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mbeiaimient  of  goods  and  apparel ,  by  those  wHIi  mho^i 
iheyute.iatTiiBi&A,  and  puttitig  a  stop  to  the  pr&Qtice  of 
gaming  in  {mblic-houses.  By  this  bill  a  penalty  wax 
inflicted  on  pawnbrokers,  in  a  summary  way,  for  receive 
ing  goods,  knowing  them  not  to  be  the  property  of  the 
pledger,  and  pawned  without  the  authority  of  the  owner/ 
With  respect  to  gaming,  the  act  ordained,  that  all  pib* 
ikans^  suffering  journeymen,  labourers,  servants,  or 
a{^te&tices,  to  game  with  cards,  dice,  shuffieboards, 
mississippi,  or  billiard  tables,  skittles,  ainepins»  &c* 
should  forfeit  forty  shillings  for  the  first  offence,  and  for 
every  subsequent  offence  ten  pounds  shall  be  levied  by 
disstress. 

.  ^  XXXI.  Divers  inconv^ences  having  resulted  from 
the  mte^positioa  of  justices,  who,  in  pursuance  <tf  an  act 
6f  parliament  peossed  in  the  present  reigc,  assumed  the 
right  of  estaUishingr  i^tes  for  the  payment  of  wages  to 
weavers,  several  petitions  were  offered  to  the  house  of 
commonB,  representing  the  evil  consequences  of  such  an 
^gtablishment;  and  although  these  arguments  were  an^ 
9wered  aiid  opposed  in  counter-petitioni^,  the  commons^ 
'  actoated  by  a  laudable  concern  for  the  interest  of  the 
woollen  manufacture,  after  due  deliberation,  removed  the 
grievance,  by  a  new  bill,  repealing  so  niuch  of  the  former 
tkct  as  empowered  justices  of  the  peace  to  mak^  rates  for 
the  payment  of  wages.'' — The  commons  were  not  more 

*  It  was  enacted,  that  persons  pawning,  exchanging,  or  disposing  of  goods 
trithoot  leave  of  the  owner,  shoald  iaffer  in  the  pensdty  of  twenty  BhiltiAgs ',  and. 
Oft  non-payment,  be  committed  for  fourteen  days  to  hard  labour ;  afterward,  if  the 
Mney  eould  not  then  be  paid,  to  be  whipped  publicly  in  the  house  of  correction, 
pr.BU€bother  place  as  the  justice  of  the  peace  should  appoint,  on  publication  oC 
ithe  prosecutor  :  that  every  pawnbroker  should  make  entry  of  the  person's  name 
and  pliMGe  of  abode  who  pleitpes  any  goods  wit^  him;  ^ana  the  pledget,  if  he  te^ 
quired  it,  should  have  a  duplicate  of  diat  entry :  that  a  pawnbroker  receiving  linen 
0t  a{i|>tfr6l  in(nxsted  to  others  to  j^e  washed  fxt  meaded^  should  forfeit  double  the 
warn,  lemt  upon  it,  and  restore  the  goods  :  that  upon  oath  of  any  person  whose 
Hobde  are  onlawfhllv  pawned  or  exchanged,  the  jusUce  should  issue  a  warrant  to- 
setedi  the  trucpectea  person's  house ;  and  upon  refusal  of  admittance,  the  oficer 
BUght  break  open  the  door :  that  goods  .pawned  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  teft 
pooBdfly  might  be  iecovered  within  two  yean,  the  owner  making  oath  of  the- pawn* 
iag,  and  tendering  the  principal,  interest,  anS  charges :  that  ,goodA  remaining 
nmnBdeemed  for  two  years  should  be  forfeited  and  sold,  the  overplus  to  be  ac- 
counted for  to  the  owner  on  demand. 

k  It  likewise  imported,  that  all  contracts  or  agreements  made  between  dothiefs 

M  2 
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forward  to  provide  supplies  for  prosecuting'tke  war  with 
vigour,  than  ready  to  adopt  new  r^utatk>ns  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  ti'ade  and  manufactures.  The  society  of  the 
free  British  fishery  presented  a  petition,  alleging,  that 
they  had  employed  the  sum  of  130,306/.  8^.  6d.  toge- 
ther with  the  entire  produce  of  their  fish,  and  all  the 
monies  arising  from  the  several  branches  allowed  on  the 
tonnage  of  their  shipping,  and  on  the  exportation  of  their 
fish,  in  carrying  on  the  said  fishery;  and  that  from  their 
being  obliged,  in  the  infancy  of  the  undertaking  to  indur 
a  much  larger  expense  than  was  at  that  time  foreseen, 
they  how  found  themselves  so  far  reduced  in  jtheir  capi* 
tal,  as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  farther  prosecuting  the 
fisheries  with  any  hope  of  success,  unless  indulged  with 
the  farther  assistance  of  parliament.  They  prayed,  there- 
fore, that,  towards  enabling  them  to  carry  on  the  said 
fisheries,  they  might  have  liberty  to  make  use  of  such 
nets  as  they  should  find  best  adapted  to  the  said  fisheries; 
each  buss,  nevertheless,  carrying  to  sea  the  same  quan^ 
tity  and  depth  of  netting,  which,  by  the  fishery  acts; 
they  were  then  bound  to  carry:  that  the  bounty  of  thirty 
shillings  per  ton,  allowed  by  the  said  acts  on  the  vessels 
employed  in  the  fishery,  might  be  increased:  and  foras- 
much as  many  of  the  stock-proprietors  were  unable  to 
ttdvance  any  farther  sum  f6r  prosecuting  this  branch  of 
commerce;  and  others,  unwilling,  in  the  present  situa- 
tion, and  imder  the  present  restraints,  to  risk  any  farther 
sum  in  the  undertaking;  that  the  stock  of  the,  society,  by- 
the  said  acts  made  unalienable,  except  in  case  of  death 
or  bankruptcy,  for  a  term  of/ years,  might  forthwith  be 
made  transferable;  and  that  the  petitioners  might  be 
at  liberty,  between  the  intervals  ^of  the  fishing  seasons, 

and  weavers,  in  respect  to  wages,  should,  from  and  after  the  Ist  -of  May,  in  the 
■vear  1757,  be  valid,  notwithstanding^  any  rate,  established,  or  to  be  established; 
put  that  these  contracts  or  agreements  snould  extend  only  to  the  actual  prices  or 
jates  of  workmanship  or  wages,  and  not  to  the  payment  thereof  in.  any  other 
manner  than  in  money ;  and  that  if  any  clothier  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay.  the 
^weaver  the  wages  or  price  agreed  on,  in  money,  within  two  days  after  the  work 
should  be  performed  and  delivered,  the  same  being  demanded,  should  forfeit  forty 
:«hilling8  for  every  such  offenotK  s 
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to>:einploy  the  busses  in  such  a .  manner  as  tkey  should 
find  for  the  advantage  of*the  society.  While  the  com*^ 
mittee  was  employed  in  deliberating  on  the  particulars 
pf  this  remonstrance^  another  was  delivered  jQrom  the  free 
3iitish  fishery  chamber  of  Whitehaven  in  Cumberiand, 
repvesenting,  that,  as  the  law  then  stood,  they  went  to: 
Shetland,  and  returned  at  a  great  expense  and  loss,  of 
time;  and  while  the  war  continued  durst  not  stay  .theie 
to  fish,  besides. being  obliged  to  run  the  most  imminent 
risks,  by  going  and  returning  without  convoy :  that,  ever 
since  the  institution  of  the  present  fishery,  experience 
had' fully  shewn  the  fishery  of  Shetland  not  worth  fol- 
lowing, as  thereby  the  petitioners  had  lost  two  months  of 
a  much  better  fishery  in  St.  George's  channel,-  within  one 
day^'s.sail  of  Whitehaven:  they  took  notice,  that  the  free 
British  fishery  society  had  applied  to  the  house  for  farther 
assistance  and  relief;  and  prayed  that  Campbeltown,  in: 
Argyleahire,  might  be  appointed  the  place  of  rendezvous 
for  .th^. busses  belcmging  to  Whitehaven,  for  the  summer 
as  well  as  the  winter  fishery,  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  fish  with  greater  advantage.  The  committee,  having 
considered  the  matter  of  both  petitions,  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  petitioners  should  be  at  liberty  to  use  such  nets 
as  they  should  find  best  adapted  to  the  white  herring 
fishery:  that  the  bounty  of  thirty  shillings  per  ton  should 
be  augmented  toiifty:  that  the  petitioners  should  be 
allowed;  during  the  intervals  of  the  fishing  seasons,  to 
employ  their  vessels  in  any  other  lawful  business,  pro- 
vided they  should  have  been  employed  in  the  herring 
fishery  during  the  proper  seasons:  that  they  might  use 
such  barrels  for  packing  the  fish  as  they  then  used,  or 
might  hereafter  find  best  adapted  for  that  purpose :  *  that 
they  should  have  liberty  to  make  use  of  any  waste  or 
uncultivated  land,, one  hundred  yards  at  the  least  above 
h^-water  mark,  for  the  purpose  of  drying  their  nets ; 
said  that  Campbeltown  would  be  the  most  proper  and 
(convenient  place  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  busses  be- 
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Ibiigiiig  to^Whitehaven.  This  last  resolution,  howev^, 
wnnot  inserted  in  the  bill  which  contained  the  odier 
five,  and  in  a  little  time  received  the  royal  assent. 

^  XXXII.  Such  are  the  coimexions,  depend^ciesy 
and  relations,  subsisting  between  the  mechanical  arts, 
agriculture,  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  that  it 
reqtdres  study,  deliberation,  and  inquiry,  in  the  l«gisla*» 
ture  to  discern  and  distinguish  the  whole  scope  and 
consequences  of  many  projects  offered  for  the  benefit  oi 
the  commonwealth.  The  society  of  merchant*adven-« 
turers  in  the  city  of  Bristol  alleged,  in  a  petition  to  the 
house  of  commons,  that  great  quantities  of  bar^irott 
were  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  Sweden,  Russia,^ 
aiid  other  parts,  chiefly  purchased  with  ready  money, 
some  of  which  iron  was  exported  again  to  Africa  and 
other  places ;  and  the  rest  wrought  up  by  the  manufac<» 
tmrers.  They  affirmed  that  bar-iron,  imported  from 
North  America,  would  answer  the  same  purposes ;  and 
the  importation  of  it  tend  not  only  to  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  kingdom,  by  increasing  its  shipping  and  na*^ 
Tigation,  but  also  to  the  benefit  of  the  British  colonies: 
that  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  pre-' 
sent  iGajesty*s  reign,  the  importation  of  bar-iron  from 
America  into  the  port  of  London,  dutyfree,  was  per-^ 
mitted ;  but  its  being  carried  coastways,  or  farther  by 
land  than  ten  miles,  had  been  prohibited ;  so  that  seve- 
Jfal  very  considerable  manufacturing  towns  were  deprived 
of  the  use  of  American  iron,  and  the  out-ports  preyeqfted 
fk)m  employing  it  in  their  export  commerce :  they  re* 
quested,  therefore,  that  bar-iron  might  be  imported 
firbm  North  America  into  Great  Britain,  duty  free,  by 
all  his  majesty's  subjects.  This  request  being  reinforced 
by  many  other  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  other  classes  of  men,  who  tl^ought  their  seve*^ 
ral  interests  would  be  affected  by  such  a  measure,  took 
the  alarm ;  'and,  in  divers  counter-petitions,  specified 
many  iQ  consequences  whicb  they  alleged:  would  arisd 
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Vomits  beiag  enacl^  info  a  law.  Pamphlets  w^iepulK 
Hflhdd  Ofli  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  violeiit  disputes 
ivere  kindled  upon  this  subject,  which  was  justly  deemed 
a  matter  of  natioiml  importance.  The  opposers  of  the 
bill  observed,  that  large  quantities  of  iron  wer«  yeatiy 
produced  at  home,  and  employed  multitudes  of  poor 
peo[^e,  there  being  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  nine 
foi^es  in  £^land  and  Wales,  besides  those  erected  in 
Scotland,  t^e  whole  producing  eighteen  thousand  tonf 
pf  iron:  that  as  the  mines  in  Greitt  Britain  are  inen* 
haustiUe,  the  produce  would  of  late  years  have  been 
^o&sideraUy  increased,  had  not  the  people  been  kept 
jLind^  oontinual  apprehension  of  seeing  Americaii  4roft 
admitted  duty  free ;  a  supposition  which  had  prevented 
the  traders  from  extending  their  woiis,  and  discotiraged 
pnittiy  from  engaging  in  this  branch  of  traffic :  th^y  bI* 
jjieged  that  the  iron-Dorics  already  carried  on  in  £ngland> 
9ecasioned  a  cp«isuinption  of  one  hundred  and  ninety^ 
'^ght  thousand  cords  of  wood,  produced  in  coppices 
ithat  grow  upon  barren  lands,  which  could  not  otberWise 
be  turned  t^  any  good  account :  thk  as  the  coppices 
afibrd  shade,  spid  pres^ ve  a  moisture  in  the  gn^nd, 
the  pasture  is  more  valuable  with  ihe  wood,  than  it 
would  be  if  the  coppices  wa«  grubbed  up ;  consequent- 
ly all  the  estates,  where  these  now  grow,  would  sink  in 
their  yearly  value;  that  these,  coppices,  now  cultivated 
and  presarved  for  the  use  of  the  iron- works,  are  likewise 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  leather,  aS 
they  furnish  bark  for  the  tanners ;  and  l^t,  according 
tp  the  management  of  these  coppices,  they  produced  a 
great  number  of  timber  trees;  so  necessary  for  the  pur-' 
pqseS'Of  building.  They  asserted,  that  neither  the  Ame-^ 
xioan  iron,  nor  any  that  had  yet  been  found  in  Great 
Biitain,  was  so  proper  for  converting  into  i^eel  as  that 
^which  comes  from  Sweden,  particularly  that  sort  called 
ore  ground ;  bxrt  as  there  are  mines  in  the  northern  parts 
pf  Sli^it^,.  ne^ly  in  the  same  latitude  with  those  of 
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Swj^en, .  fara^hed  with  sufficient  quaart         of  wdod; 
and  rivers  for  mills  arid  engines,  it  was  hardly  to  be 
doubted  but  that  people  would  find  metal  of  the  same 
quality,  and,  in  a  few  years,  be  aide  to  prevent  the  ne-^ 
cessity  of  impgrting  iron  either  from  Sweden  or  Rnsdta« 
They  inferred  that  American  iron  could  never  interfere 
with  that  which  Great  Britain  imported  from  Sweden, 
because  it  was  not  fit  for  edged-tools,  anchors,  chain-^ 
plates,  and  other  particulars  necessary  in  ship-building ; 
nor  diminiBh  the  importation  of  Russian  iron,  which  was 
not  only  harder  than  the  American  and  British,  but  also 
pould  be  afforded  cheaper  than  that  brought  from  our 
own  plantations,  even  though  the  duty  of  this  last  should 
be  rempved.     The  importation  of  American  iron,  there- 
fore, duty  free,  could  interfere  with  no  other  sort  but 
that  produced  in  Britain,  with  which,  by  meaos  of  this 
advantage,  it  would  clash  so  much,  as  to  put  a  stop  in  a 
little  time  to  all  the  iron- works  now  carried  on  in  the 
kingdom,  and  reduce  to  beggary  a  great  number  of 
families  whom  they  support.    To  these  objections  the 
favourers  of  the  bill  solicited  replied,  that  when  a  manu- 
;facture  is  much  more  valuable  than  the  roughmaterials, 
Wid  these  cannot  be  produced  at  home  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities, and  at  such  a  price  as  is  consistent  with  the  pre- 
servation of  the  manufacture,  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
legislature  to  admit  a  free  importation  of  these  materials, 
^ven  from  foreign  countries,  although  it  should  put  art 
end  to  the  production  of  that  material  in  this  island  : 
that  as  the  neighbours  of  Great  Britain  are  now  more 
attentive  than  ever  to  their  comm^cial  interests,  and  en- 
deavouring to  manufacture  their  rough  materials  at  home^ 
this  nation  must  take  every  method  for  lowering  the  price 
of  materials,  otherwise  in  a  few  years  it  will  lose  the 
manufacture ;  and,  instead  of  supplying  other  countries^ 
be  fiimished  by  them  with  all  the  fine  toys  and  utensils 
made  of  steel  and  iron :  that  being  in  danger  of  losing 
not  only  the  manufacture  but  the  produce  of  iron^  unless 
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it  cask  be  proeared  ftt  a  c&i&aper  rate  than  that  for  whicli 
it'is  sold  at  pr€iisent^  the  only  way  of  attaiiuBg^  this  end/ 
is  by  diminishing  the  duty  payable  upontheimpottation 
of  foreign  iron,  or  by  rendering  it  necessary  fpr  the  im^ 
dertakers  of  the  iron  mines  in  Great  Britain  to  sell  tHiiir 
produce  cheaper  than  it  has  been  for  some  years  i^orded  t 
that  the  most  effectual  method  for  this  purpose  is  to  raise 
up  a  rival,  by  permitting  a  free  importation  of  all  sorts  of 
iron  from  the  American  plantations :-  that  American  iron 
can  never  be  sold  so  cheap  as  that  of  Britain  can  be  af-^ 
forded ;  for,  in  the  colonies,  labour  of  all  kinds  is  much 
dearer  than  in  England:  ifa  man  employs  his  own  slaves, 
he  must^  reckon  in  his  charge  a  great  deal  more  than 
the  common  interest  of  their  purchase-money,  because, 
when  one  of  them  dies,  or  escapes  from  his  master,  he 
loses  both  interest  and  principal :  that  the  common  in^ 
terest  of  money  in  the  plantations  is  considerably  higher 
than  in  England,  consequently  no  man  in  that  countiy 
will  employ  his  mopey  in  any  branch  of  trade  by  which 
he  cannot  gain  considerably  more  per  cent  than  is  ex- 
pected in  Great  Britain,  where  the  interest  is  low,  and 
profit  moderate ;  a  cifcumstance  which  will  always  give' 
a  great  aldvantage  to  the  British  miner,  who  likewise 
enjoys  an  exemption  from  freight  smd  insurance,  which 
lie  heavy  upbn  the  American  adventurer,  especially  in 
time  of  war.  With  respect  to  the  apprehension  of  the 
leather  tanners,  they  observed,  that  as  the  coppices  ge- 
nerally grew  on  barren  lands,  not  ^t  for  tillage,  and  iln^ 
proved  the  pasturage,  no  proprietor  would  be  at  the 
expense  of  grubbing  up  the  wood  to  spoil  the  pasture, 
as  he  could  make  no  other  use  of  the  land  on  which  it 
was  produced.  The  wood  must  be  always  worth  some- 
thing, especially  in  counties  where  there  is  not  plenty  of 
coal,  and  the  timber  trees  would  produce  considerable 
advantage ;  therefore,  if  there  was  not  one  iron  mine  in 
Great  Britain,  no  coppice  would  be  grubbed  up,  unless 
it  grew  on  a  rich  soil,  which  would  produce  corn  instead 


SM  BNOIiANfi.  HtStl 

ifit^ yfood;  cbiiseqwiiUyi the taom^ Imnog^ckx^^ 
\bf  iwt^  especildly  as  pbaitmg  h^  becMie  a  pf«[T«ilaiig 
tMte  among  the  kmdholders  ^  the  island.  This  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  the  bill  seriously  wei^ei 
niA  canvassed  these  arguments^  examined  disputed  fieictsy 
abd  inspected  papers  and  accounts  relating  to  the  pro* 
duoe,  importation,  and  manufectory,  of  iron.  Attength 
Mr.  John  Pitt  reported  to  the  house  their  opinion,  im-f 
plying  that  the  liberty  granted  by  ah  a/ct  passed  in  die 
twenty *third  year  of  his  majesty^s  reign,  of  importing 
bar<-iron  from  the  British  cokmies  in  America  into  ^m 
port  of  London,  should  be  extended  to  all  the  other  ports 
of  Ghreat  Britain ;  and  that  so  much  of  that  act  as  related 
to  this  clause  should  be  repealed.  The  house  having 
agreal  to  these  resolutions,  and  the  bill  being  broughit 
in  accordingly,  another  petidon  was  prese;Grt;€d  by  sever 
ral'  noblemen,  gentlemen,  freeholders,  and  other  pro? 
prieitors,  owners,  and  possessors,  of  coppices  and  wood? 
lands,  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshijre,  allying,  thai; 
a  permission  to  import  American  bar^iron,  duty  £ree, 
^  would  be  attended  with  numberiess  ill  consequences 
both  of  a  public  and  private  nature ;  specifying  certaw 
haardships  to  which  they  in  particular  would  be  exposed ; 
aaid '  praying,  that,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  they  migb( 
be  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  an  act  passed  in  thi^ 
reign  of  Henry  VIIL  obliging  the  owners  of  coppicet 
woods  to  preserve  them,  under  severe  penalties,  and  bd 
permitted  to  fell  and  grub  up  their  coppice- woods,  ii^ 
Older  to  a  more  proper  cultivation  of  tie  soil,  without 
being  restrained  by  the  fear  of  malicious  and  interested 
pros^utions.  Jn  consequence  of  this  remon£^trance;  ^ 
clause  was  added  to  the  bill,  repealing  so  much  of  the 
act  of  Henry  VIU.,  as  prohibited  the  conversion  of  cop- 
pice or  underwoods  into  pasture  or  tillage;  then  it  passe4 
through  both  houses,  and  received  the  royal  sancticau 
As  there  was  hot  time,  after  this  affair  came  upon  the  car-j 
pet,  to  obtain:  any  new  accounts  from  Americaj  and  as  it 
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was  tkouglit  aecessai^  to  know  the  quantitiidi  of  iron 
made  in  that  country,  the  hoiise  prerented  an  address  to 
his  majesty,  desirifi^  he  would  be  pleased  to  give  ditee^ 
tions  that  theie  should  be  laid  before  th^n,  in  the  next 
session  of  parlianient,  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  looiai 
made  in  the  American  colonies,  from  Christmas^  in  ^10 
year  1749,  to  the  5th  day  of  January,  in  die  year  I7669 
each  year  being  distinguished. 

4  XXXIII.  From  this  important  object,  the  paiiiameat 
converted  its  attention  to  a  regulation  of  a  much  more 
private  nature.  In  consequence  of  a  petition  by  the 
krd-maypr,  aldermen,  and  commons,  of  the  city  of  Loih 
don,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  passed  into  a  law  withoui 
opposition,  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  and  im^ 
provement  of  the  fry  and  spawn  of  fish  in  the  rivev 
Thames,  and  waters  of  Medway,  and  for  the  better  regu<^ 
lating  the  fishery  in  those  rivers.  The  two  next  mear^ 
sures  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  were,  first  a  bill 
to  render  more  effectual  the  several  laws  then  in  being, 
for  the  amendment  and  preservation  of  the  highways  and' 
turnpike  roads  of  the  kingdom;  the  other  for  the  more 
effectually  preventing  the  spreading  of  the  oontagiouiy 
distemper  which,  at  that  time,  raged  among  the  homed 
cattle.  A  third  arose  firom  the  distress  of  poor  silk 
manufacturers,  who  were  destitute  of  employment,  and 
dei>rlved  of  all  means  of  subsisting,  through  the  inters 
ruption  of  the  Levant  trade;  occasi(»ied  by  the  war,  and 
the  delay  of  the  merchant  ships  from  Italy.  In  order  ^to 
remedy  this  inconveni^tice^  a  bill  was  prepared,  enactiDgy 
that  any  persons  might  import  from  any  place,  in  anjir 
ship  or  vessel  whatsoever,  till  the  1st  daj^  of  December^ 
1757,  organzine  thrown  silk  of  the  growth  or  production 
of  Italy,  to  be  brought  to  the  custom-house  of  London^ 
wheresoever  landed ;  but  that  no  Italian  thrown  silk^ 
coarser  than  Bologna,  nor  any  tram  of  the  growtji  of 
Italy,  nor  any  other  thrown  silk  of  the  growth  pr  pfo*^ 
dttCtion<>f  Turkey,  Persia,  East  India^  or  Chiua,  s}K>ukt 
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be  imported  by  this  act,  xmie^  the  penalty  of  tbe  fiaar-^ 
fiedture  thereof*  Notwithstanding  several  petitions,  pre» 
seated  by  the  merch?.ats,  owners,  and  cobimaaders,  dt 
ships,  and  others  trading  to  Leghorn^  and  otiier  ports  of 
Italy,  as  well  as  by  the  importers  and  mannfacturers  of 
raw  silks,  representing  the  evil  consequences  that  would 
ptob^bly  attend  the  passing  of  such  a  bill,  the  parliament 
agreed  to  this  temporary  deviation  from  the  famous 
act  of  navigation,  for  a  present  supply  to  the  poor  ma- 
nufacturers, 

-  §  XXXIV.  The  next  civil  regulation  established  in 
this  session  of  parliament  was  in  itself  judicious,  and,  had 
it  been  more  earnestly  suggested,  might  have  been  much 
more  l)eneficial  to  the  public.  In  order  to  discourage  the 
practice  of  smuggling,  and  prevent  the  desperadoes  con- 
cen^eid  thisrein  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  the  enemy, 
a  law  was  passed,  enacting^  that  every  person  who  'had 
been,  before  the  1st  of  May  in  the  present  year,: guilty 
of  illegally  running,  concealing,  receiving,  or  canyii^ 
any  wool,  or  prohibited  goods,  or  any  foreign  commo- 
dities liable  to  duties,  the  sajne  not  having  been  paid  or 
secured ;  or  of  i  aiding  therein,  or  had  been  found  with 
fire-arms  or  weapons,  in  order  to  be  aiding  to  such  of- 
fenders;  or  had  been  guilty  of  receiving  such  goods 
after  seizure ;  or  of  any  act  whatsoever,  whereby  pensons 
might  be  deemed  runnetrs  of  foreign  goods ;  or  of  hin- 
dedng,  wounding,  or  beating,  any  officer  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty,  or  assisting  therein,  should  be  indemnified 
from  all  such  offences,  concerning  which  no  suit  should 
then  have  been  commenced,  or  composition  made,  on 
condition  thal^  he  should,  before  being  apprehended  or 
prosecuted,  and  before  the  1st  day  of  December,  enter 
himself  .with  some  commissioned  ofiicer  of  his  majesty's 
fleet,  to  serve  as  a  common  sailor ;  and  should,  for  three 
years  from  such  entry,  unless  sooner  duly  discharged, 
actually  serve  and  do  duty  in  that  station,  and  register 
his  name,  &c.  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
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where  he  resided,  as  the  act  prescribeiS.  An  attempt  was 
niade  in  favour  of  thfe  seamen  employed  in  the  navy,  who 
had  been  very  irregularly  paid,  and  subject  to  grievous 
haidships  in  consequence  of  this  irregularity:  Mr.  Gren- 
villej  brother  to  earl  Temple,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen  employed  in  his 
majesty's  navy,  and  for  establishing  a  regular  method  for 
the  punctual,  speedy,  and  certain  payment  of  their  wages^ 
as  well  as  for.rescuins:  them  from  the  arts  of  fraud  and 
imposition:  The  prbposal  was  corroborated  by  dive« 
petitions ;  the  bill  was  prepared,  read,  printedj^^  and;  after 
it  had  undergone  some  amendment,  passed  into  the  house 
of  lords,  where  it  was  rencountered  with  several  objec- 
tions, and  dropped  for  this  session  of  parliament. 
r  §  XXXV;  The  house  of  commons  being  desirous  of 
preventing,  for  the  future,  such  distresses  as  therpoor 
had  lately  undergone,  appointed  a  committee  to.  consider 
of  proper  provisions  to  restrain  the  price  of  com  and 
bread  within  due  bounds  for  the  future.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  were  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
suid  records ; ,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  all  who  attended 
the  <  cofamiftee  should  have  voices.  Having  inquired 
into  the  causes  of  the  late  scarcity,  they  agreed  to  several 
jesoludons,  and  a  bill  'was  brought,  in  to  explain^ and 
amend  the  laws  against  regraters,  forestallers,  and  en- 
grossers of  com.  The  committee  also  received  insfemc^- 
tions  to, inquire  into  the  abuses  of  millers,  mealmen^ 
and  bakers,  with  regard  to  bread,  and  to  consider  of  pro^ 
per  methods, to  prevent  them  in  the  sequel ;  but  nd  farr 
iher  progress  was  made  in  this  important  affair,  }sd»ich 
was  the  more  interesting,  as  the  lives  of  individuals  in:  a 
^eati measure  depended  upon  a  speedy  reformation; 
p)r  the. millers  and  bakers  were  said  to  have  adulterated 
^eir  flour  with  common  whiting,  lime,  bone-aaj^, 
^ton,  and  other  ingredients  pernicious  to  the  human 
constitution ;  a  consjammation  of  villany,  for  which  m 
adequate  puf;iishment  ootid  fee  inflicted.   :  Among  .the 
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measureft  proposed  iii  parliomait  wMgIi  did  not  succeed, 
one  of  the  modi  remarkable  was  a  bill  prepared  by  Mr; 
Rose  Fuller,  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  and  Mr.  Banks, 
to  explain,  amend,  and  render  more  effectual,  a  law  passed 
in  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Third,  entitled,  "  An 
act  to  punish  governors  of  plantations,  in  this  kingdom, 
for  crimes  committed  by  them  in  the  plantations."  Tbii 
bill  was  proposed  in  consequence  of  some  complaints, 
specifying  acts  of  cruelty,  folly,  and  oppression,  by  which 
some  British  governors  had  been  lately  distinguished ; 
but,  before  the  bill  could  be  brought  in,  the  parliament 
was  prorogued. 

§  XXXVI .  But  no  step  taken  by  the  house  of  eom^ 
mons,  in  the  course  of  this  session,  was  more  interesting 
to  thfi  body  of  the  people  than  the  inquiry  into  the  loss 
of  Minorca,  which  had  excited  such  loud  and  universal 
clamour.  By  addresses  to  the  king,  unanimously  voted, 
the  commons  requested  that  his  majesty  would  givedi-^ 
rections  for  laying  before  them  copies  of  all  the  letters 
;aaid  papers  containing  any  intelligence  received  by  the 
secretaries  of  state,  the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
or  any  others  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  in  relation  to  the 
equipment  of  the  French  fleet  at  Toulon,  or  the  designs 
bfthe  Fr^ch  on  Minorca,  or  any  other  of  his  majesty's 
possessions  in  Europe,  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  iii 
the  year  1 755,  to  the  1st  day  of  August,  in  the  year  I7S6. 
They  likewise  desired  to  peruse  a  list  of  the  ships  of 
wttr  that  were  equipped  and  made  ready  for  sea,  from 
the  1st  of  August,  in  the  year  1755,  to  the  30th  day  of 
April,  in  the  following  year ;  with  the  copies  of  all  sail- 
ing orders  sent  to  the  commanders  during  that  period  ; 
as  also  the  state  and  condition  of  his  majesty's  ships  in 
the  several  ports  of  Great  Britain  at  the  time  of  admii^ 
Bjrng's  departure,  with  the  squadron  under  his  command, 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  St  Philip,  during  the  period  of  tiine 
>sfcove*mentioned,  according  to  the  monthly  retting 
made  by  the  admiralty,  with  the  number  of  teamen  B>us«- 
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tased  and  borzid  cm  board  the  reirpective  shipGU  ^  They 
deifitt&ded  copies  of  all  cs'ders  and  instructions  given  t^ 
that  admii^l,  and  of  letters  written  to  and  received  from 
hinif  durmg  his  continuance  in  that  command,  either  by 
tiie  secretaries  of  state,  or  lords  of  the  admiralty,  relating 
to  the  condition  of  his  squadron,  and  to  the  execution  lOf 
his  orders.  In  a  word,  they  required  the  inspection  of 
all  papers  which  could,  in  any  manner,  teiid  to  explain 
the  lioss  of  Minorca,  and  the  miscaitiage  of  Mr.  Byng^s 
^"oadroDu  His  majesty  complied  ivith  every  article  of 
their  requests :  tihe  papers  were  pres^ited  to,  the  houses 
terdered  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  mem^- 
h&s^  and  finally  refmed  to  tbe  consideration  of  a,  coni^ 
nuttee  of  the  whale  house»  In  the  oon»e  of  their  deli« 
h«to».  thejr  addr«»d  hi.  »^e,.y  for  mo«  mfo^a- 
tion,  till  at  lengtfr  the  troth  seemed  to  be  smotho^ed  ira^ 
der  such  an  ^lonaous  burden  of  papers^  as  the  efforts  of 
a  whole  session  could  not  have  properly  removed.  Int 
deed,  many  discerning  persona  without  doors  began  to 
despair  ^f  seeii^  the  mystery  unfolded,  as  soon  as  the 
ioqnby  was  uhd^aken  by  a  committee  of  the  whc^ 
houiie.  They  observed,  that  an  affiur  of  such  a  .dark,  in^ 
tiicate,  and  suspicious  nature,  ought  to  have  been  refBri^ 
ted  to  a  select  and  secret  committee,  chosen  by  ballot, 
empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  and 
to  exan^ine  witnesses  in  the  most  solemn  and  deliberate 
ma^nner ;  that  the  names  of  the  committee  ought  to  have 
been,  published  for  the  satis&ction  of  the  people^  who 
could  have  judged,  with  some  certainty,  whether  the  int 
qiriry  would  be  carried  on  with  such  impartiality  a»  the 
national  misfortune  required.  They  suspected  that  this 
jefeff^nee  to  a  con^nittee  of  the  whole  house  was  a  mal^ 
qonbeivanee,  to  prevent  a  regular  and  nnnute  investigar 
tion^  to  introduce  c<mftision  and  ccmtest,  to  puz2le,.pen> 
fiex,  and  obumbrate;  to  tease,  fatigue^  and  disgust  llie 
inqniiius,  that  the  examination  might  be  hurried  over  ki 
a  sitperiicial  and  perfunctory  manner ;  and  tiw  ministr]^ 
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irom  this  aiiarchy  aud  confusion  of  materials,  half  ex^ 
plored  and  undigested,  derive  a  general  parliamentaiy. 
approbation,  to  which  they  might  appeal  from  the  accu- 
sations of  the  people.     A  sdect  committee  would  have 
probably  examined  some  of  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
offices,  that  they  might  certainly  know  whether  any  let- 
ters or  papers  had  been  suppressed,  whether  the  extracts 
had  been  faithfully  made,  and  whether  there  might  not 
be  papers  of  intelligence,  which,  though  proper  to  be 
submitted  to  a  select  and  secret  committee,  could  not, , 
consistently  with  the  honour  of  the  nation,  be  communi* 
cated  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house.    Indeed,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  ministers  had  any  foreign  intel^ 
ligence  or  correspondence  that  could  be  much  depended 
upon  in  any  matter  of  national  importance,  and  no  evi-^ 
deuce  was  examined  on  the  occasion ;  a  circumstance 
the  less  to  be  regretted,  as,  in  times  past,  evil  ministers' 
have  generally  found  means  to  render  such  inquiries  in^ 
effectual;  and  the  same  arts  would,  at  any  rate,  have 
operated  with  the  same  efficacy,  had  a  secret  cominittee 
been  employed  at  this  juncture.     Be  that  as  it  may, 
several  resolutions  were  reported  from  the  committee, 
though  some  of  them  were  not  carried  by  the  majority 
withcHit  violent  dispute  and  severe  altercation.   The  first 
and  fast  of  their  resolutions  require  particular  notice.  By 
the  former,  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  his  ma^ 
jesty,  from  the  27th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1765,  to 
the  20th  day  of  April  in  the  succeeding  year,  received 
Bach  repeated  and  concurrent  intelligence,  as  gave  just 
Teason  to  believe  that  the  French  khig  intended  to  in-*- 
Tade  his  dominions  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.     In  the 
latter,  they  declared  their  opinion,  that  no  greater  num-^ 
ber  of  ships  of  war  could  be  sent  into  the  Mediterranean^ 
than  were  actually  sent  thither  under  the  command  of 
admiral  Byng ;  nor  any  greater  reinforcement  than  die 
regiment  which  was  sent,  ajid  the  detachment,  equal  to  . 
a  battalion,  which  ^as  ordered  tp  the  relief  of  Fort  St; 
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Philip,  constetently  with  the  state  of  the  jiavy,;and  the 
variow  services  essapitial  tQ  the  safjety  of  hi^.mfy^ty's 
dominions,  and  the  interests  of  his  subjects.  ;  It  mjast 
have  been  something  inore  powerful  than  ordinary  con^ 
yiction  that  suggested  these  opinions.  Whatever  rcr 
ports  might  have  beei^  circulated  by  the  French  ministry, 
in  order ; to  amuse,  intimidate,  and  detach  thesittentipn 
of  the  English  government  from  America  and  the  Mediy 
;terraiiean,  where  they  really  intended  to  exert  them- 
4selyes,  yet,  the  circumstances  of  the  ^  two  nationS;  being 
.considered,  one  would  think  there  could  have  been  no 
just  grpimds  to  fear  an  invasion  of  Great  Britain  or  Irer 
land,  specially  when  other  intelligence  seemed  to' point 
out  much  more  probable  scenes  of  action.  But  the  last 
re^liition  is  still  more  incomprehensible  to  those  who 
know  not  (exactly  the  basis  on  which  it  was  raised.  The 
number  of  ships  of  war  in  actual  commissioil  amounted 
.to  two  hundred  and  fifty,  haying  on  bo^^rd  fifty  thousand 
seamen  and  marines.  Intelligence  and  repeated  infor- 
mation of  the  French  design  upon  Minorca  had  been  con- 
veyed to  the  ministry  of  England,  about  six  months:  be- 
fore it  was  put  in  execution.  Is  it  credible,  that  in  all 
;this\time  the  nation  ^ould  not  eqmp  or  spare  above 
eleven  ships  of  the  line  and  six  frigates,  to  save  the  im- 
portant' island,  of  Minorca  ?  Is  it  easy  to  conceive,  that 
from  a  standing  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  qne  regi- 
jaeot  of  troops  could  have  been  detached  to  reinforce  a 
g9,ihrison,  well  known  to  be  insufficient  for  the  works  it 
wfus  destined  to  defend?  To  persons  of  common  intel- 
lects it  appeared,  that  intelligence  of  the  annament  at 
Toulon  was  conveyed  to  the  admiralty  as  early  as  the 
inonth  of  September,  ipi  the  year  1 756,  with  express  no- 
Jiee  that  it"  would  .consist  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line  : 
4^M  th^  'Resign  against  Minorca  was  communicated  as 
e$f  jy  as'  the  27th  'day  of  August  by  consul  Bfmts,  of 
Carthagena';  confirmed  by  letters  frpm^  coti^ul  Bertes, 
it;Getioa,  dated  on  the  17th: and  26th  Qf  January,  an<J 
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f^^oeiv^^by  Mf.  TPox,  secretary  of  state^  an  the  4th  and 
nth  of  February,  as  well  as  by  many  subsequent  inti- 
Mattons ;  that,  notwithstanding  these  repeated  adviqes^, 
even  after  hostilities  had'  commended  in  Europe,  wh^ 
the  ^rrison  of  Minorca  ambuiited  to  no  nidre  than  four 
ftncotnplete  regiments,  and  one  company  of  artillery, 
forty-two  officers  being  absent,  and  the  place  otherwise 
unprovided  for  a  siege,  when  the  Mediterranean  squa* 
dron,  commanded  by  Mr.  Edgecumbe,  consisted  of  two 
riiips  df  the  line,  and  five  frigates ;  neither  stoted>  am^ 
i^unition,  or  provision,  the  absent  officeriS  belonging  to 
the  garrison,  recruits  for  the  regiments,  though  ready 
raised>  miners,  nor  any  additional  troops,  wer^  sent  to 
the  islsmd,  nor  th$  squadron  augm^ted^  till  admiral 
'Byng  sailed  fromSpithead  on  the  6th  day  of  April  j  vrith 
^o  more  ships  of  the  line  than,  by  the  fnost  early  and 
^authentic  iiitelligence,  the  government  were  informed 
Would  sail  from  Toulon  even  when  Mr.  Byng  should 
have  been  joined  by  commodore  Edgecumbe;  a  junc- 
tion upon  which  no  dependance  ought  to  have  beefia  laid ; 
that  this  squadron  contained  no  troops  but  such  as  be- 
longed to  the  four  regiments  in  garrison,  elccept  one  bat- 
talion to  serve  in  the  fleet  as  marines,  unless  we  include 
the  order  for  another  to  be  embarked  at  Gibraltar ;  which 
^rder  was  neither  obeyed  nor  understood  :  that,  consi- 
d^ing  the  danger  to  which  Minorca  was  eij:posed,  and 
the  forwardness  of  the  eneftiy's  preparations  at  Totilofl, 
admiral  Osborne,  with  thirteen  ships  of  the  line  and  one 
frigate,  who  returned  on  the  16th  of  February,  after 
having  convoyed  a  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  inight  have 
t>eeii  detached  to  Minorca,  without  hazanJii^  the  cOiist 
of  Great  Britain ;  for  at  that  time,  exclusive  of  this  squa- 
dron, there  were  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  tMrty-twd 
frigates  ready  manned,  and  thirty-two  ships  of  the  line 
and  five  frigates  almost  equipped ;  that  admiral  Hawke 
was  sent  with  fourteen  ships  of  the  line  and  one  frigate 
to  ctviim  in  the  bay  of  Biscay^  after  repeated  ifttelli- 
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geaee  hkd  been  received  that  the  French  fleet  had  tailed 
for  the  West  Indies^  and  fixe  eleven  ships  Kmaining  nl 
Brest  and  Rochefert  were  in  want  of  hands  and  canno^^ 
so  that  they  could  never  serve  to  cover  any  embarkation 
or  descent,  consequently  Mr.  Hawk^'s  squadrjom  might 
have  been  spared  for  the  relii^  of  Minorca;  that,  instead 
of  attending  to  this  important  object,  the  admiralty,  of| 
the  8th  day  of  March,  sent  two  ships  of  tibe  line  mA 
three  frigates  to  intercept  a  coasting  convoy  off  Cape 
Buirfleur :  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month  they  detached 
tw<>  ships  of  the  line  to  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  19ih 
two  more  to  North  America,  where  they  could  be  of  little 
immediate  service ;  on  the  23d  two  of  the  line  and  three 
frigates  a  convoy-htmting  off  Cherbourg ;  and  on  the  1st 
pf  April  five  ships  of  the  line,  inrcluding  three  returned 
from  this  last  senrice  to  reinforce  sir  Edward  Han^e, 
already  too  strong  for  the  French  fleet  bound  to  Canada ; 
that  all  these  ships  might  have  been  added  to  Mr.  Byng's 
squadron,  without  exposing  Great  Britain  or  Irellaiid  t6 
any  hazard  of  invasion :  that  at  length  Mr.  Byng  was 
detached  with  ten  great  ships  only,  and  even  denied  4 
frigate  to  repeat  signals,  for  which  he  petitioned  j  al-^ 
though  at  that  v^  time  there  were  in  port,  exclusive 
pf  his  squadron,  seventeen  ships  of  the  line  and  thirteeii 
frigates  ready  for  sea,  besides  eleven  of  the  line  and  nine-' 
teen  frigates  almost  equipped.     From  these  and  other 
Circumstances,  particularized  and  urged  with  gr^t  vi^ 
vacity,  many  individuals  inferred,  that  a  greater  number 
pf  ships  might  have  been  detached  to  the  Mediterranean 
than  were  actually  sent  with  admiral  Byng ;  that  the 
not  sendihg  an  earlier  and  stronger  force  was  one  great 
*  cause  of  Minorca's  being  lost,  and  co-5perated  with  the 
delay  of  the  ministry  in  sending  thither  reinforcements 
of  tmops,  their  neglect  iii  suffering  the  oflicers  of  the 
garrison  to  continue  absent  from  their  duty,  and  their 
omitting  to  give  orders  for  raising  miners  to  serve  in  the 

fortress  of  Mahon. 
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:    §  XXXVII.  The  next:  inquiry  in  which  the  house  of 
commoiis  engaged  related  to  the  contracts  for  victuaUiiig 

-  the  forces  in  Americd,,  which  were  supposed  by  some 
patriots  to  be  fraudulent  and  unconscionable.  This  sus- 
picion arose  from  an  ambiguous  expression,  on  which 
the  contractor  being  interrogated  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  particulars,  he  prudently  inter- 

'  preted  it  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  screen  himself  from  the 
r^entm^nt  of  the  legislature.  The  "house,  therefore, 
resolved,  that  the  contract  entered  into  on  the  26th  day 
of  March,  iii  the  year  17  66,  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
trejEisury,  with  William  Baker,"  Christopher  Kilby;  and 
Richajrd  Baker,  ofLondon, /merchants,  for  furiiishing 
proyisions  to  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the  earl 
pf  Loudoun,  \was  prudent  and  necessary,  and  properly 
adapted  to  the  securing  a  constant  and  effectual  supply 
for  those  forces  in  America. 

; '  §  XXXVIII.  The  preceding  session  an  address  had 
be6n  presented  to  the  king  by  the  house  of  cominons, 
desini^g  his  majesty  would  give  orders  for  laying  before 
them  several  papers  relating  to  disputes  which  had  latiely 
happened  between  his  excellency  Charles  Kno wles,  es'q. 
and  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  island  of 
Jamaica/  This  governor  was  accused  of  many  illegaf, 
cruel, '  and  arbitrary  acts,  during  the  course  of  his  ad- 
inihi3txation ;  but  these  imputations  he  incurred  by:  an 
exertion  of  power,  which  was  in  itself  laudable,  and  well 
intended  for  the  commercial  interest  of  the  island.  This 
was  bis  changing  the  ^eat  of  government,  and  procuring 
an  act  .of  assembly  for  removing  the  several  laws,  re- 
cords, books,  pap,ers,  and  writings,  belonging  to  several 
offices;  in  that  island,  from  Spanish  Town  to  Kingston;  ' 
and  (or  obliging  the  severiBil  officers  to  keep  their  offices, 
^d  hold  a  sQprefae  court  of  judicature,  at  this  last  place^ 
to  vrhich  he  had  liioVed  the  sjeat  of  government,  Spanish 
ITpwA,  otherwise  CfiUed  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  the  old 
i^apital,  was  an  inconsiderable  inland  place,  of  no  secu-- 
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rity,.  trade;  or  importance ; ;  wh^eas  Kingston  was  tU 
centre  of  commetrce,  situated  on  the  side:of  a  fiti^ilUor^ 
bour  filled  with  ships,  well. secured  from  the  insults  d 
lan  enemy^  large,  .wealthy,  and  flourish img.  .-Here  the' 
inerchants  dwell,  and  ship  the  greaJtest  part  of  the  angars 
that  grow  upon,  the  island.  They  found  it  extremely 
inconvenient;  and  expensive  to  take  out  their, clearances 
at  Spanish  Town,  which  stands  at  a  considerable  dis^ 
tance ;  and  the  same  inconvenience  and  expense  being 
felt  by  the  rest,  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  occasion  to 
prosecute  suits  at  law,  or  attend,  the  assembly  of  the 
island,-  they  joined  in  representations  to  the  governor,  re. 
questing,  that,  in  consideration  of  these  inconveniences; 
added  to  that  of  the  weakness  of  Spanish  Town  and 
the  importance  of  Kingston,  the  seat  of  government 
might  be  removed.  He  complied  with  their  request;, 
and  in  so  doing  entailed  upon  himself  the  hatred  and: 
resentment  of  certain  powerful  planters,  who  possessed: 
estates  in  and  about  the  old  town  of  St.  Jagp  deJaVega^; 
thus  deserted.  .  This  seems  to  have  been  the  real  source; 
of  the  animosity  and  clamour  incurred  by  Mr.  Knbwl€s, 
against  whom  a  petition,  signied  by  nineteen  members  o#. 
tiie  assembly,  had  been  sent  to  England,  and  presented> 
to  his  roajeisty.  In  the  two  sessions  preceding  this  year 
the  affair  had  been  brought  into  the  hoiise  of  commcms/ 
where  this  governor's  character  was  painted  in  frightful' 
colojurs,  and  divers  papers  relating  to  the  dispute  were 
exi^ined.  ^  Mr.  Khowles  having  by  this  time  retuniied? 
to  England,  the  subject  of  his  administration  was  revived/ 
and  referred  to  a.conunittee  of  the  whole  house.  In  thfe 
mean  time,  petitioiis  were  presented  by  several  merchants 
of  London  and  Liverpool,  concerned  in  the  trade  to  Ja-> 
maica,.  alleging,  that  the  removal  of  the  public  courts, 
offices,  and  records,  of  the  island  of  Jamaica  to  Kingston; 
and  fixing  the  seat  of  government  there,  had  beenpro^ 
.  ductive  of  many  important  advantages,  by  renderings  the 
strength  of  the  island  more  formidable,  the  pro^^erty  of 
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tb^  tradcanr'and  inhabitaQts  more  secuve,  and  tliepro^e- 
cution  of  all  commercial  business  more  expeditious  and 

'  less  expaisive  than  formerly ;  therefore,  praying  that  the 
purposes  of  the  act  passed  in  Jamaica  for  that  end  might 
be  carried  into  effectual  execution,  in  such  manner  as 
the  house  should  think  proper.  The  committee  havin&f 
«ammed  a  great  numl4r  of  paper,,  ag.^d  to  some  re. 
solutions,  importing,  that  a  certain  resolution  of  thei 
Oasembly  of  Jamaica,  dated  on  the  29th  day  of  October^ 
in  the  year  1753,  implying  a  claim  of  right  in  that  as- 
sembly to  raise  and  apply  pu\)lic  money  without  the 
consent  of  the  goremor  and  council,  was  illegal,  repug- 
iptant  to  the  terms  of  his  majesty's  commission  to  his 
governor  of  the  said  island,  and  derogatory  of  the  rights 
ctf  the  crown  and  people  of  Great  Britain :  that  the  last 
Qlx  resolutions  taken  in  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  on  the^ 

.  20*h  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1763,  proceeded  on  a 

manifest  misapprehension  of  the  king's  instruction  to  his 

goremor^  requiring  him  not  to  give  his  assent  to  any  bill 

of  an  unusual  or  extraordinary  nature  and  importance^ 

^jrherein  his  majesty's  prerogative,  or  the  property  of  hid 

subjects,  might  be  prejudiced,  or  the  trade  or  shipping 

df  the  kingdom  any  ways  affected,  unless  there  should 

be  ?r  clause  inserted,  suspending  the  execution  of  such 

bill  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known ;  that 

such  instruction  was  just  and  necessary,  and  no  alteration 

tf  the  constitution  of  the  island^  nor  any  way  deroga-> 

fory  to  the  lights  of  the  subjects  in  Jamaica.    From 

tbiise  resolutions  the  reader  may  perceive  the  nature  of 

the  dispute  which  had  arisen  between  the  people  of  Ja« 

maica  and  their  governor,  idoe^admiral  Kliowles,  whose 

conduct  on  this  occasion  seems  to  have  been  justified 

]yf  the  legislature.    The  parliament,  however,  forbore 

to  deteitoine  the  question,  whether  the  removal  of  the 

cpurts  of  judicature  firom  Spanish  Town  to  Kingston 

was  a  measure  calculated  for  the  interest  of  the  island  iii 

general.  • 
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r  §  JQiiXlXi-  The  ll^st  subject  wbich  we  sh^l  mentioiii^ 
as  bjavkg  fallen  upder  the  cognizance  of  the  commona 
during  this  session  of  parliament,  was  tlie  state  of  Milr 
fcffd-haven  on  the  coast  of  Wales,  one  of  the  most  car 
paoious,  safe,  and  commodious  harbours  in  Great  Bxi> 
tain*  Here  thie  country  affords  many  conveniences  fijjr 
building  ships  of  war,  and  erecting  forts,  docks,  quayage 
and  magazine®.  It  might  be  fortified  at  a  very  small  es> 
pense,  so  as  to  be  quite  secure  from  any  attempts  of  the 
enemy,  and  rendered  by  far  £he  most  useful  harbour  hx 
the  kingdom  for  fleets,  cruisers,  trading  ships,  and  packet 
boats,  bound  to  and  from  the  westward ;  for  from  hence 
they  may  put  to  sea  almost  with  any  wind,  and  even  at 
low  water:  they  may  weather  Scilly  and  Gape  Clear 
when  no  vessel  can  stir  from  the  British  Channel,  or 
out  of  the  French  ports  of  Brest  and  RochefcHt,  and  as 
1^  post  can  travel  from  hence  in  three  days  to  London,  it 
jmght  become  the  centre  of  very  useful  sea  inteUigencer. 
A  petition  from  several  merchants  in  London  was  pr&- 
aented,  and  iiecommended  to  the  house  in  a  message 
irom  the  king,  specifying  the  advantages  of  this  harbouv, 
^^  at  the  small  expense  at  which  it  might  be  fortified, 
and  praying  that  the  house  would  take  this  impcurtanlt 
s[ubject  into  consideration.  Accordingly,  a  committee 
wa3  appointed  for  this  purpose,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records ;  and  every  circumstance 
relating  to  it  was  examined  with  accuracy  and  delibera^ 
tion.  At  length  the  report  being  made  to  the  house 
by  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  Ihey  unanimously  agreed  to 
an  address,  representing,  to  his  majesty,  that  many  great 
losses  had  been  sustained  by  the  trade  of  the  kingdom; 
in  time  of  war,  from  the  want  of  a  safe  harbour  on  the 
western:  coast  of  the  island,  for  the  reception  and  pro- 
tection of  merchant  shipsj  and  sending  out  cruisers :  tha^ 
the  harbour  of  Milford-haven^  in  the  cfjunty  of  Pem- 
broke-, is  most  advantageously  situated;  and  if  properly 
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defendieid  knd  secured,  in  every  respect  adapted  to 'the 
answeriiig  those  important  purposes:  they,  therefore," 
humbly  besought  his  majesty,  that  he  would  give  imrne^ 
diate  directions  for  erecting  batteries,  with  prbper  covery 
on  the  sides  of  the  said  harbour,  in  the  moist  convenient 
plaees  for  guarding  the  entrance  called  Hubbeirstone- 
road,  and  also  such  other  fortifications  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  interior  parts  of  the  harbour^  arid 
that,  until  such  batteries  and  fortifications  could  be  com-^ 
pleted,  some  temporary  defence  might  be  provided  for 
the  immediate  protection  of  the  ships  and  vessels  lying 
in  the  said  harbour ;  finally,  they  assured  him  the  house 
.ii^aald  make  good,  to  his  majesty  all  such  exji^'nses  as 
should  be  incurred  fdr  these  purposes.  The  address 
met  with  a  gracious  reception,  and  a  prorfiiise-that  siicli 
directions  should  be  given.  The  harbour  was  actually 
surveyed,  the  places  were  pitched  upon  for  batteries,  aniel 
the  estimates  prepared,  but  no  farther  progress  hath  sidce 
been  made.  r  . 

r  §  XL.  Wie  have  now  finished  the  detail  of  all  thd 
material  transactions  of  this  session,  except  what  relates 
to  the  fate  of  admiral  Bjmg,  which  now  claims  our  at- 
;tention.  In  the  mean  time,  we  may  observe,  that  on 
tbe  4tk  day  of  July  the  session  was  closed  with  his  ma- 
jesty's harangue,:  the  most  remarkable  and  pleasing 
|)aragraph  of  which  turned  upon  his  royal  assurai;ice,  tbat 
tJie  succour  and  preservation  of  his  dominic(ns  iriAnierica 
tad  beeiihis  constant  care,  and,  next  to  the  security  of 
his  kingdoms,  should  continue  to  be  his  great  arid  prin-^ 
cipal  object.  He  told  them  he  had  taken  such  measures 
as,  he  trusted,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  might  effectuaHy 
.  disappoint  the  designs  of  the  enemy  in  those  parts ;  that 
he  had  no  farther  view  but  to  vindicate  the  just  rights  of 
his  crown  and  subjects  from  the  most  injurious  encroach- 
ments; to  preserve  tranquillity,  as  far  as  the  circum- 
stances of  things  might  admit ;  to  prevent  the  tru« 
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friends  of  Btitein,.anjcl  the  liberties  df/Europe,  ^frpm  be-' 
ing.  bj^mssed  and  eni^angered  by  any  unprovoked -and 
uimaJtural  conjunction.  '^ 

•  •  §  XLL  Of  all  the  transactions  tW  distinguished  this 
year,  the  most  extraordinary  was  the  sentence  executed 
on  admiral  Byng,  the  son  of  that  great  officer  who  had 
acquired  such  hoiiour  by  his  naval  exploits  in  the  pre-' 
C0ding>reign,  and  was  ennobled  for  his  services  by  the 
title  of  lord  viscount  Torrington.*     His  second  son,  John 
Bjmg,  had  from  his  earliest  youth  been  trained  to  his 
father's  profession ;  and  was  generally  esteemed  one  of 
the  best  officers  in  the  navy,  when  he  embarked  in  that 
expedition  to  Minorca,  which  covered  his  character  with 
disgrace,  and  even  exposed  him  to  all  the  horrors  of  an 
ignominious  deiaith.     On  the  28th  day  of  December  his 
trial  began  before  a  court-martial,  held  oh  boar4  the  ship 
St  Gebrge,  in  the  harbour  of  Portsmouth,  to  which, 
place  Mr.  Byng  had  been  conveyed  from  Greenwich  by 
a  party  of  horse-guards,  and  insulted  by  the  populace  in 
every  town  and  village  through  which  he  passed.     The 
court  having  proceeded  to  examine  the  evidences  for  the 
crown  and  the  prisoner,  from  day  to  day,  in  the  course 
of  a  long  sitting,  agreed  unanimously  to  thirty-seven 
resolutions,  implying  their  opinion,  that  admiral  Byng, 
during  the  engagement  between  the  British  and  French 
fleets,  on  the  20th  day  of  May  last,  did  not  do  his  ut- 
most endeavour  to  take,  seize,  and  destroy,  the  ships  of 
the  French  king,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  engagedji 
and  to  assist  such  of  his  majesty's  ships  as  were  engaged, 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  assisted ;  and  that  he  did 
not  exert  his  titmost  power  for  the  relief  of  St.  Philip^s- 
castle.     They^  therefore,  unanimously  agreed  that  he  felP 
under  part  of  the  twelfth  article  bf  an  act  of  parliament 
passed  iii  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  present  reign,  for* 
amending,  explaining,  and  reducing  info  one  act  of  par- 
liament, the  laws  relating  to  the  government  of  his 
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majeaty^s  diipSr  vessels,  md  forces,  by  sea;  aixd  tiis  th%l 
article  positively  prescribed  death,  without  aiq^  alterna- 
tive left  to  the  discretion  of  the  court  under  any  vartaiion 
of  circumstances,  they  unanimously  adjudged  the  said  ad- 
miral John  Byng  to  be  shot  to  death,  at  such  time,  and 
on  board  of  such  ship,  ^  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty  should  please  to  direct.  But  as  it  appeared; 
by  the  evidence  of  the  officers  who  were  near  the  admii^ 
ral's  person,  that  no  backwardness  was  perceivable  in 
him  during  the  action,  nor  any  mark  of  fear  or  confu- 
sion either  in  his  countenance  or  behaviour :  but  that 
he  delivered  his  orders  coolly  and  distinctly,  without 
seeming  deficient  in  pers'onar courage ;  and,  from  other 
9ircumstances|  they  believed  his  misconduct  did  not 
arise  either  from  cowardice  or  disaffection,  they  unani- 
mously and  earnestly  recommended  him  as  a  proper  obr 
ject  of  mercy.  The  admiral  himself  behaved  .throiigh 
the  whole  trial  with  the  most  cheerful  composure,  seem- 
ingly the  effect  of  conscious  innocence,  upon  which,  pert* 
haps,  he  too  much  relied.  Even  after  he  had  heard  the 
evidence  examined  against  him,  and  finished  his  own  der 
fence,  he  laid  his  account  in  being  honourably  acquitted^ 
and  ordered  his  coach  to  be  ready  for  conveying  him  div 
rectly  from  the  tribunal  to  London.  A  geintleman,  his 
friend,  by  whom  be  was  attended,  having  received  inti^ 
^nation  of  the  sentence  to  be  pronounced,  thought  it  his 
duty  to  prepare  him  for  the  occasion,  that  he  might 
summon  all  his  fortitude  to  his  assistance,  and  accord* 
ingly  made  him  acquainted  with  the  information  he  had 
received.  The  admiral  gave  tokens  of  surprise  and  rer 
sentment,  but  betrayed  no  marks  of  fear  or  disorder, 
either  then  or  in  the  court  when  the  sentence  was  pro? 
npimced.  On  the  contrary,  while  divers  niembers  of  the 
CQurt-^martia)  manifested  grief,  anxiety,' and  trepidation^ 
shedding  tears,  and  sighing  with  extraordinary  emotion^ 
^e  heftrd  his  doopi  denounced  without  undergoing  the 
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least  aitctfttian  of  feature,  and  made  a  low  obeisaiic^  to 
the  piesideat  and  the  other  membcprs  of  the  court,  as  he 
retired^ 

§  XLIL  The  o£5icars  who  composed  this  tribunal  wei^ 
so  sensible  of  the  law's  severity,  that  they  unanimously 
subscribed  a  letter  to  the  board  of  jidmiralty,  containing 
this  remarkable  paragraph  :--«*^  We  cannot  help  lajdng 
the  distresses  of  our  minds  before  your  lordships  on  this 
occasion,  in  finding  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  cour 
demninsc  a  man  to  death,  from  the  g^reat  severity  of  the 
twemLticle  of  war,pari  of  which  he  fells  under,.which 
admits  of  no-mitigation  if  the  crime  should  be  committed 
by  an  error  in  judgment;  and,  therefore,  for  our  own 
consciences'  sake,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  prisoner, 
we  pray  your  lordships,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  .to 
recommend  him  to  his  majesty's  clemency."    The  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  instead  t)f  complying  with  the  request 
of  the  court-martial,  transmitted  theiy  letter  to  the  king^ 
with  copies  of  their  proceedings,  and  a  letter  from  theni- 
selves  to  his  majesty,  specifying  a  doubt  with  regard  to 
the  legality  of  the  sentence,  as  the  crime  of  negligence^ 
for  which  the  admiral  had  been  coudemnedj  was  not  ex-r 
pressed  in  any  part  of  the  proceedings,     At  the  sam^ 
time,  copies  of  two  petitions  from  George  lord  viscount 
Torrington,  in  behalf  of  his  kinsman  admiral  Byng*^ 
were  submitted  to  his  majesty's  royal  wisdom  and  deterr 
mination.     AH  the  friends  and  relations  of  the  imhappy 
convict  employed  and  exerted  their  influence  and  inte*^ 
rest  for  his  pardon;  andj  as  the  circumstances  had  ap- 
peared so  strong  in  his  favour,  it  was  supposed  that  th^ 
sceptre  of  royal  mercy  would  be  extended  for  his  preser- 
vation ;  but  infamous  arts  were  used  to  whet  the  savage 
appetite  of  the  populace  for  blood.     The  cry  of  venge* 
toce  was  loud  throughout  ihe  land;  suUw  cloud?^  c^ 
suspicion  and  malevolence  interposing,  were  said  to 
obstruct  the  genial  beams  of  the  best  virtue  that  adorns 
the  throve;  md  the  sovereign  was  given  tO: understands 
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that  the  eitfectttion  of  admiral  Byng  was  a  victim  absor 
lutdy.necessary  to  appease  the  fury  of  the  people.  His 
majesty^  in  consequence  of  the  representation  made  hy 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  referred  the  sentence  to  the 
consideration  of  the  twelye  judges,  who  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  the  seiitence  was  legal.  '  The  report  ber 
ing  transmitted  from  the  privy-council  to  the  admiralty, 
their  lordships  issued  a  warrant  for  executing  the  sen* 
^  tence  of  death  on  the  28th  of  February.  One  gen-, 
tleman  at  the  board,  however,  refiised  to  subscribe  the 
warrant,  assigning  for  his  recusal  the  reasons  which  we 
have  inserted  by  way  of  note,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
reader/:  :  ■       ;    * 

^*  '  •  Admiral  F'       <*>  reasons  for  not  signing  ihi  warrant  for  admiral 

Byng's  execution: 

**  It  majr  be  thought  ereat  presumptioii  in  me  to  differ  from  so  great  authority 
as  that  of  the  twelve  judges ;  but  when  a  man  is  called  upon  to  sign  his  name  to 
an  act  which  is  to  give  authority  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  he  ougSt  to  be  guided 
l>y  ju$  owfi  conscience/ and  not  by  the  opinions  of  otiber  men. 

"  In  the; case  before  us,  it  is  not  the  merit  of.  admirsd  Byng  that  I  consider : 
whether  he  deserves  death  or  not,  is  not  a  question  for  me  to  decide;  but  whether 
or  not  his  life  can  be  taken  away  by  the  sentence  pronounced  on  him  by  the 
court-martial,  and  after  having  so  clearly  explained-  their  motives  for  pronouncing 
such"  a  sentence,  is  the  point  which  alone  has  employed  my  serious  condideratioD^ 
"The  twelfth  article  of  war,  on  which  admiral  Byng's  sentence .  is  grounded, 
Sfiys  (according  to  my  imderstanding  of  its  meaning),  '  'Diat  evexy  person  who,  in 
the  time  of  action,  shall  withdraw,  keep  back,  or  not  come  into  fight,  or  do  his 
utaiost,  &c.  through  motives  of  cowardice,  negligence,  or  disaffection,  shall  suffer 
death.'     The  court-martial  does,  in  express  words,  acquit  admiral  Byne  of  cow- 
ardice and  disaffection,  and  does  not  name  the  word  negligence.     Admiral  Byng 
does  not,  as  I  conceive,  fall  ui^der  the  letter  or  descrip^on  of  the  twelfth  article  of 
war.    It  may  be  said,  that  negligence  is  implied,  though  the  word  is  not  men- 
tioned,  otherwise  the  court-martial  would  not  have  broueht  this  offence  under  the 
twelfth  article,  having  acquitted  him  of  cowardice  and  disaffection.    -But  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  negligence-  implied  cannot  be  wilful  negligence ;  for 
wilful  negligence,  in  admiral  Byng's  situation,  must  have  proceeded  either  from 
cowardice  or  disaffection,  and  he  is  expressly  acquitted  of  both  these  crimes ; 
.besides,  these  crimes,  which  .are  implied  only,  and  not  named,  may  indeed  justiiy 
Bu^icion  and  private  opinion,  but  cannot  satisfy  the  conscience  in  ca^e  of  blood. 
-   ";Admiial  Byng's  fate  was  referred  to  a^court-martial,  his  life  and  death  were 
left  to.thar  opinions.    The  court-martial  condemn  him  to  death,  because,  as  they, 
expressly  say,  they  were  under  a  necessity  of  doing  so,  by  reason  of  the  letter  of 
the  law,  the  severity  of  wliich  they  complained  of,  because  it  admits  of  no  miti- 
gation.   The  court-martial  expressly  say,  that  for  the  sake  of  their  consciences, 
as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  they  most  earnestly  recommend  hjetn  to  his 
majes^  for  mercy ;  it  is  evident,  then*  that  in  the  opinions  and  consciences-  of 
ihe  judges^  he  was  not  deserving  of  death. 

^*  The  question  then  is,  shall  the  opinions  or  necessities  of  the  court-martial 
determine  admiral  Byng's  fatel  If  it  should  be  the  latter,  he  will  be  executed 
contrary  to  the  intentions  and  meaning  of  his  judges ;  if  the  former,  his  life  is  not 
forfeiCed.  His  judges  declare  him  not  deserving  of  death ;  but,  mistaking  either 
■  the  meaning  of  the  law,  or  the  nature  of  bis  offence,  they  bring  him  under  aif 
article  of  war,  which,  according  to  their tOwn  description  of  his  offence,  he  does, 
not,  I  conceive,  fall  under;  and  then  they  condemn  him  to  death,  because,  as 
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\  §  XLIII.  Though  mercy  was  denied  to  the  criminal/ 
the  crown  seemed  determined  to  do  nothing  that  should' 
be  thought  inconsistent  with  law.  -  A  member  of  parlia- 
inent,  who  had  sat  upon  the  court-martial  at  Portsmouth, 
rose  up  in  his  place,  and  made  application  to  the  house 
of  commons,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  several  other  mem- 
bers of  that  tribunal,  praying  the  aid  of  the  legislature 
to  be  released  from  the  oath  of  secrecy  imposed  on  courts- 
martial,- that  they  might  disclose  the  grounds  on  which 
sentence  of  death  had  passed  on  admiral  Byng,  and,: 
perhaps,  discover  such  circumstances  as  might  shew  the 
sentence  to  be  improper.  Although  this  applidatibn 
produced  no  resolution  in.  the  house,  the  king,  on  the 
26lh  day  of  February,  sent  a  message  to  the  commons 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  importing  that  though  he  had^ 
determm'ed  to  let  the.  law  take  its  course  with  relatioir 
to  admiral  Byi^,  and  resisted  all  solicitations  to  the 
contrary,  yet,:  as  a  member  of  the  house  had  expressed 
some  scruples  about  thesentence,  his  majesty  had  thought 
fit  to  reifpite  the  execution  of  it,  that  there  might  be*  an 
opportunity  of  knowing,  by  the  separate  exainin9,tion  of 
the  members  of  thecourt-martial,  upon  oath,  whatgrounds^ 
there  were  for  such  scruples,  and  that  his  majesty  waa 
resolved  still  to  let  the  sentence  be.carried  into  es^^ntipn^ 
unless  it  should  appear  from  the  said  examination,'!  that 
admiral  B3mg  was  unjustly  condenrned;  :  This  sentence 
might  be  strictly  legal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  veiy  severe, 
according  to  the  mBximy  summum  Jus,  summa  ir0uria. 

» 

•     .    »  -  •• 

.      '       ...  .        .  •  ■      .  »  '  -     .'•  r  -.«*-•  i 

J.  ...'.•■       • 

they  say,  the  law  admits  of  no  mitigation.  Can  a  man's  life  be  taken  awi^y  by 
sodi  a  sentence?  I  would  not  willingly  be  misunderstood;  and  Have  it  believed 
that  I  jadg;e  of  admiral  Byng's  deserts ;  ,that  was  the  business 'of  a  cpurt^martialy 
sind  it  is  my  duty  only  to  act  according  to  my  conscience  ;  which,  after  deliberate 
<V3naideration,  assisted  by  the  best  SgHt  a  poor  understanding  can  afford  -it» 
remains  still  in  doiibt,  and  therefore  I  cannot  consent  to  sign  a  warrant  whereby 
^ersei^nce-of  the  court-martial  maybe  carried  into  execution;  for  I  cannot 
lielp  thinking,  that  however  criminal  admiral  Byne  may  be,  his  life  is  not  for^ 
/^ted '  bvithat  sentence.  I  do  not  mean  to  £bd  fault  with  other  men's  opmioDs^ 
all  J  endeavour  at»  is  to  give  reasons  for  pay  own ;  and  all  I  desire  qr  wish  is,  that 
i.  may^Qt  be  misunderstood;  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  admiral  Byng's  deserts', 
jior  to  ^ye  any. opinion  on  th&  propriety  of  the-ast.  -  '  •  |      / 

"^  \     '       "  Signed,  6th  February,  1757,  at  the  Admiralty.  '  .        .  ^^  . 
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In  such  teases,  and  perhaps  in  such  eaiifes  cmJy,  the  rigour 
of  the  law  ought  to  be  softened  by  the  lenient  hand  oF 
the  royal  prerogative.  That  this  was  the  case  of  admiral 
Byng  appears  from  the  warm  and  eager  intercession  of 
his  jury,  a  species  of  intercession  which  hath  generally, 
if  not  always,  prevailed  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  when 
toy  thing  favourable  for  the  criminal  had  appeared  in 
the  course  of  the  trial.  How  much  more  then  might  it 
have  been  expected  to  succeed,  when  earnestly  urged  as^ 
a  case  of  conscience,  in  behalf  of  a  man  whom  his  judges 
had  expressly  acquitt_ed  of  cowardice  and  treachery,  the 
only  two  imputations  that  rendered  him  criminal  in  the 
eyies  of  the  nation !  Such  an  interposition  of  the  crown 
in  parliamentary  transactions  was  irregular,  unnecessary, 
and  at  another  juncture  might  have  been  productive  of 
violent  heats  and  declamation.  At  present,  however, 
it  passed  without  censure,  as  the  effect  of  inattention, 
rather  than  a  design  to  eneroach  upon  the  privileges  of 
thd  house. 

§  XLIV.  The  message  being  communicated,  a  bill 
was  immediately  brought  in,  to  release  the  members  of 
the  court-martial  from  the  obligation  of  secrecy,  and 
passed  through  the  lower  house  without  opposition;  but 
in  the  house  of  lords  it  appeared  to  be  destitute  of  a  pro-^ 
per  foundation.  They  sent  a  message  to  the  commons, 
desiring  them  to  give  leave  that  such  of  the  members  of 
the  court-martial  as  were  members  of  that  house  might 
attend  their  lordships,  in  order  to  be  examined  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill ;  accordingly  they,  and  the 
rest  of  the  court-martial,  attended,  and  answered  all 
questions  without  hesitation.  As  they  did  not  insist 
upon  any  excuse,  nor  produce  any  satisfactory  reason 
for  shewing  that  the  man  they  had  condemned  was  a 
■proper  object  of  mercy,  their  lordships  were  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  passing  any  such  bill, 
which,  therefore,  they  almo^  unanimously  rejected.  It 
is  not  easy  to  conceive  what  stronger  reasons  could  be 
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given-  for  proving  Mr.  Byng  an  object  of  mercy,  than 
those  mentioned  in  the  letters  sent  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty by  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  who  were 
empowered  to  try  the  imputed  oiFence,  consequently 
must  have  been  deemed  well  qualified  to  jiidge  of  his 
Conduct. 

4XLy.  The  unfortunate  admiral  being  thus  aban- 
doned to  the  stroke  of  justice,  prepared  himself  foo*  death 
with'^resignation  and  tranquillity.  He  maintained  a  sur- 
prising cheerfulness  to  the  last;  nor  did  he,  from  his 
Condemnation  to  his  execution,  exhibit  the  least  sign  of 
impatience  or  apprehension.  During  that  interval  he 
had  remained  on  board  of  the  Monarque,  a  thir^-rate 
ship  of  War,  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Portsmouth^ 
under  a  strong  guards  in  custody  of  the  marshal  of  the 
admiralty.  On  the  14lh  of  March,  the  day  fixed  for  his 
execution,  the  boats  ^longing  to  the  squadron  at  Spit- 
head  being  manned  and  armed,  containing  their  captains 
and  officers,  with  a  detachment  of  marines,  attended  this 
solemnity  in  the  harbour,  which  was  also  crowded  with 
an  infinite  number  of  other  boats  and  vessels  filled  ^ith 
spectators.  About  noon,  the  admiral  having  taken  leave 
of  a  clergyman,  and  two  friends  who  accompanied  him, 
walked  out  of  the  great  cabin  to  the  quarter-deck^  where 
two  files  of  ntarines  were  ready  to  execute  the  sentence* 
He  advanced  with  a  firm  deliberate  step,  a  composed  and 
resolute  countenance,  and  resolved  to  suffer  wiih  his  &c6 
tincov^red,  until  his  friends  representing  &at  his  looks 
would  possibly  intimidate  the  soldiers,  and  prevent  their 
liking  aim  prop^ly,  he  submitted  to  their  request,  threw 
his  h@it  on  the  deck,  kneeled  on  a  cushion,  tied  one 
white  handkerchief  over  his  eyes,  and  dibpped  the  other 
as  ^  signal  for  his  executioners,  who  fired  a  volley  so  de^- 
cisive,  that  five  balls  passed  through  his^^body,  and  h« 
dropped  down  dead  in  an  instant  The  time  in  which 
this  tragedy  was  acted,  from  his  walking-  out  of  tibe  cai- 
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bin  to  his  being  deposited  in  the  coffin,  did  not  .exceeji 
three  minutes.  /  ; 

§  XLVI.  Thus  fell  to  the  astonishment  of  all  Europe,- 
admiralJohn  Byng;  who,  whatever  his  errors  and  indis- 
cretions might  have  been,  seems  to  haye  been  rashly 
condemned,  meanly  given  up,  and  cruelly  sacrificed  tO; 
vile  considerations.  The  sentiments  of  his  own  fate  he 
avowed  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  when  there  was  no 
longer  any  cause  of  dissimulation,  in  the  foUowing  de- 
claration, which,  immediately  before  his  death,  Ke:  de- 
livered to  the  marshal  of  the  iatdmiralty :  "A  few  mom'ents 
will  now  deliver  me  from  the  virulent  pergecution,  and 
frustrate  the  farther  malice  of  my  enemies :  nor  need  I 
envy  them  a  life  subject  to  the  sensations  my  injuries, 
and  the  r  injustice  done  me,  must  create.  Persuaded  I 
am,  thact  justice  will  be  done  to  my  reputation  here^^fter : 
the  manner  and  cause  of  raising  andkeepiQ^  up  the  po- 
pular clainour  and  prejudice  against  me  will  be  seen 
throu^.  I  shall  be  considered  (as  I  now  perceiye^r&y- 
self)  a  victim  destined  to  divert  the  imagipatibn  land  re- 
sentttietit^bf  an  injured  and  deluded  people  from  the  pro- 
per objects.  My  enemies  themselves  must  now  think 
mednnocent.  Happy  for  me,  at  this  jny  last  moment, 
that  I  know  my  own  innocence,  and  am '  conscious  that 
no  part  of  my  country's  misfortunes  can  be  Qwingto  me: 
I  heartily  wish  the  sheddinjg  of  my  blood  may  contribute 
to  the  hapjpiness  and  service  of  my  country;  butcahnof 
resign  my  just  claim  to  a  faithful  discharge-  of  my  duly 
according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  the  utmost 
exertion  of  my  ability  for  his  majesty's  honour;  and  my 
country's  service.  I  am  sorry  that  my  endeavours  were 
not  atteided  with  more  success,  and  that  the  amianient 
under  my  con^and  proved  too  weak  to  succeed- iri;  an 
expeditiori  of  such' moment.  Truth  has  prevailed.  Pfr^r 
calumny  and  falsehood,  and  justice  has  wiped  off  thi5 
ignominious  stain  of  myi  supposed' want  of  ^persona) 
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oonrage';  and  the  charge  of  disaffebtioa*  ^  My  heart 
acquits  me  of  these  crimes ;.  but  who  -caa  be  presump- 
tuously sure  of  his  own  judgment?  If  my  crime  is  an 
error,  in  judgment,  -  or  differing  in  opinion  from '  my 
judges,  and  if  yet  the  error  in  judgment  should  be  on 
their  side,  God.  forgive  them,  as  I  do;  and  may  thedis* 
tress  o£  their  minds,  and  uneasiness  of  their  consciences, 
which  injustice  to  me  they  h«tve  represented,  be  believed, 
and  subside  as  my  resentment  has  done.  ^  The  supreme 
Judge  sees^  a^  hearts  and  motives,  and  to  him  I  must 
submit  the  justice  of  my  cause." 

§  XLVII.  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  in 
his  favour,  notwithstaiiding  the  infamous  arts  that  were 
pmetised  to  keep  up  the  cry  against  him,  notwithstand- 
ing this  solemn  appeal  to  heaven  in  his  last  moments, 
and  even  self-conviction  of  innocence,  the  charftcter  pf 
admiral  Byng,  in  point  of  personal  courage,. will. still, 
with  inapiy  people,  remain  problematical.     They  will 
still  be  of  opinion,  that  if  the  spirit  of  a  British  admirar 
had  been  properly  exerted,  the  French  fleet  would  baye 
been  defeated,  and  Minorca  relieved.  ..  A  man's  opinion 
of  danger  varies  at  different  times,  in  consequence  of  an 
irregular  tide  of  animal  spirits,  and  he  is  actuated  by 
cotlsiderations  which  he  dares  not  avow. ..  After  a:n'Qffi- 
cer^  thus  influenced,  has  hesitated  or  kept  aloof  in  the 
hour  of  trial,  the  mind,  eager  for  its-  own  juBtifioation, 
assembles,  with  surprising  industry,  every  favburabie 
circmnstance  of  excuse,  and  brpods  over  them  with  pa- 
rental partiality,  until  it  becomes  not  only  satisfied,  but 
even  enahioured  of  their  beauty  and  complexion,  like  a 
boating  mother,  blind  to  the  deformity  of  her.  own;  off- 
spring.    Whatever  Mr.  Byng-s  internal  feelings  tnlght 
have  been,  whatever  consequences  might Jiave  gtttended 
his  "behaviour  on  that  occasion ;  as  the  tribunal  before 
whichhe  was  tried  acquitted  him.exjHFessly  of  cowa^icc 
and  treachery,  he^as,  witibiout  all  doiibt,'  a  proper  object 
iar  royal  cleHien<y;^«nd  so  impartial  posterity  >^!^iU  judge 
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hSm,  a%t  all  tbui^  dk^onourtbld  xnotiv^s  of  £BLCti0B.8Kid 
oSffMf  hy/whiA  his  fate  waa  influenced,  shfiU  be  logt 
in  oblivion,  or  rememb^ed  with  disdain.  The  peo;^ 
of  Great  Britain,  naturally  fierce,  impatient^  aiid^damor^ 
0US,  have  been  too  much  indulged^  upon  esrery  pptty 
miscarriage,  with  trials,  eourtB-martial  and  dismiasioiis, 
fi^h  and  precipitate,  the  populace  vanre  liemtious  and 
^itiractable,  and  te  disgrace,  the  nalional  diaractacr  iit 
the  opinion  of  n^mkind. 


CHAP.  VII. 

\h  Mr.  PHtai^d  Mx-X-egge  taken  into  tb^  admmistrittJonr^  J[I, 
Obliged  to  resign— -§  III.  Restored  to  their  employments --^§  IV, 
Coalition  qf  parties~§  V,  Descent  on  the  coast  of  France  ;me- 
dftated-^§  VI.  Command  of  the  fleet  given  to  sir  Edward  Hawke 
.and  ,oflli^  land-forces  to  air  John  Mordannt.    Fleet  sails,  8ep- 
t^mber  $— §  VII,  Admiral  Snowies  sent  to  taki»  Aix--|  VII!. 
Attack  and  surrender  pf  Aix— §  IX.  A  descent  resolved  o^— 
§  X.  The  fleet  returns  to  Spithead.  His  msgesty  appoints  a  b^ard 
of  inquiry  into  the'  reasons  of  the  fleet's  return — §  XI.  Proceed- 
ings of  the  court  of  m<}uiry — §  XII.  Its  report — §  XIII.  Sir  John 
Mordimnt^lridd  b^r  a  courtHuartial,  and  acquitted*^  §  XIV.  Fleets 
se^t  to  the  East  and  West  Indie«t— §  XV,  Succesfjof  tbft  EngUrii 
privateers — %XVI.  Riots  occasioned  by  the  high  price  of  corn— 
^XVII.  Operations  m  America — §  XVIII.  Lord  toudoun's  con- 
duct in  America— §  XIX.  Fort  William  Henry  taken  by 'the 
French — ■§  XX.  Naval  transaetions  in  Araerioa— §  XXI.  Attempt 
jQf  ^.  ,de  Kerain  09  Qape  CofiMit-castte  in  Afriea^i§  XXIL  Si;ate 
of  ^irs  Jn  tbjB  East  Indies,    Calcutta  recovered.    The  m^M9 
camp  forced,  and  a  new  treaty  concluded  with  him— |  XXIII. 
'  Reduction  of  Chandernogore— §  XXIV.  Colonel  Clive  defeats 
the  suba  at  Plai&sey ,  who  is  afterward  deposed  and  put  to  deat$ 
--§  sXXV.  King  of  France  assassinated.    Torture  inflicted  on 
.  t^a^sasfiin— §XXVI.  Changes  in  th^  French  ipiiwstry—§XXyiI. 
State  of  the  confederacy  againpt  the  king  pf  Prusaia— |  XXVIJI. 
Precautions  taken  by  his  Prussian  majesty— §  XXIX.  Skfnnkbes 
between  the  Prussians  and  Austrians— §  XXX.  Neutrality  of  the 
•  eiiiperor,and  behavkniir  tHhe  Dutch-(-§  XXXI.  The  French  take 
:  jppssesstcm  of  several  towns  in  the  Low  Countries  belonging  to 
•fh^  king  ^  Prussia— §  XXXII.  Decjlarations  of  the  ci^na  ^nsft 
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tfae  king  Pmsaja.    Facttmis  in  Polasid~§  XXXIIL  Fruittei^ 

esideay<^urs  of  the  English  to  restore  the  traii(}uillHy. of  Germany 
— §  XXXIV.  King  of  Prussia  enters  Bohemia.  Prinee  of  Beverh 
defeats  the  Austriansat  Ricbenberg— §  XXXV.  King  of  Prussia 
gains  a  complete  victory  over  the  Austrians  near  Pragae.  Ma- 
reschal  Schwerin  killed—§  XXXVL  Prague  invested--^  XXX  VII. 
And  bombarded.  Braye  defence  of  the  besieged— 4  XXXVIIL 
^  Count  Daun  takes  the  command  of  the  Austrian  army.  His  cba^ 
ractei-— §  XXXIX.  Kbg  of  Prussia  defeated  at  Kolin— §  XL.  He 
raises  the  siege  of  Prague,  and  quits  Bohemia — |  XLI.  Prepara- 
tions for  the  defence  of  HanoYer.  The  allied  army  assembles 
nnder  the  duke  of  Cumberland-^  XLII.  SSdnuiisbefi  with  th» 
French--^  XLIH.  Duke  of  Cumberland  passed  the  Wes4r*  Thb 
French  follow  him,  and  take  Miodem  and  Embden,  and  lay  Ha- 
noverunder  contribution— §  XLIV.  Battle  of  Hastenbeck — §  XLV. 
The  French  take  Hamelen.  Duke  de  Richelieu  supersedfeS  ma- 
reschal  D'Etr^es  in  the  command  of  the  French  army-4  XlVl. 
The  French  take  possession  of  Haiiover  and  Heflse-Gaasel^ 
§XIA^II.  Ai^redoce  V^pden  and  Bnam^n.  Djike  of  Cumb^^ 
igjgns  the  conventiom  of  Clostef-Seven. 

§!•  Though  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  iinsaiiK 
mously  concurred  in  strengthening  the  hands  of  govern*- 
ment  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  those  liberkl 
supplies  had  like  to -have  proved  ineffectual^  thpoughia? 
want  of  hurmony  in  her  councils.  In  the  course  of  ihe 
last  year,  the  clamorous  voice  of  dissatisfttction  had  been 
raised  by  a  series  of  disappointments  atnd  m^isGsamage^y 
which  were  imputed  to  want  of  intelMgence,  sagacsityv 
and  vigour  in  the  administration.  The  defeat  of  Brad** 
dock,  the  reduction  of  OsWego,  and  oihet  forts  in  Amew 
rica,  the  clelay  of  armameiits,  the  iieglect  of  opporttamtias^ 
ineffectual  .cruises,,  absurd  dispositions  of  fleets  ami 
squadrons,  the  disgratie  4»  the  Meditjerranean,  and  the 
loss  of  Minorca,  were  numbered  among  the  misfortun<ui 
that  flowed  from  the  crude  designs  of  ia  weak,  dispirited 
ministry;  and  die  prospect  of  their  acqui^escing  in  n 
continental  war,  brought  them  still  farther  in  contempt 
and  detestation  with  the  body  of  the  people.  In  ^-der 
to  conciHate  the  good-will  of  those  whom  their  conduct 
had  disobliged,  to  acquire  a  fresh  stock  of  credit  witb 
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their  fellow-subjects,  and  remove  from  their  owii'i^houl- 
ders  part  of  what  future  censure  might  ensue,  they  ad- 
mitted into  a  share  of  the  administration  a  certain  set  of 
gentlemen,  remarkable  for  their  taleiits  and  popularity, 
headed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge,  esteemed  the  two 
most  illustrious  patriots  of  Great  Britain,  alike  distin- 
guished and  admired  for  their  unconquerable  spirit  and 
untainted  integrity.  The  former  of  these  was  appointed 
secretary  of  state,  the  other  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ; 
arid  their  friends  were  vested  with  other  hpnourabk, 
though  subordinate  offices.  '  '  .  .  : 

'  §  IL  So  far  the  people  were  charmed  with  the  pro- 
motion of  individuals,  upon  whose  virtues  and  abilities 
tj^^y^had  the  most  perfect  reliance;  but  these  new  in- 
gredients would  never  thoroughly  mix  with  the  old 

leaven^     Thie  administration  became  an  emblem  of  the 

• 

image  that  Nebuchadnezzar  saw  in  his  dream,  the  leg 
was  of  iron j  and  the  foot  was  of  clay.     The  old  jp^to 
found  their  new  associates  very  unfit  for  their  purposes.. 
Theyxjould  never  persuade,  cajole,  nor  intimidate  them 
into  measures  which  they  thought  repugnant  to  the  true 
mterest  of  their  country.     The  new  ministers  combated 
in  council  every  such  plan,  however  patronised:  they^ 
op^y  opposed  in  parliament  every  design  which  they. 
deemed  unworthy  of  the  crown,  or  prejudicial  to  the 
people,  even  though  distinguished  by  the  predilection 
of  th^  sovereign.     Far  from  bargaining  for  their  places, 
and  surrenderiltig  their  principles  by  capitulation,  they 
maintained  in  offi.ce  their  independency  and  candour  with 
&e  most  Vigilant  circumspection,  and  seemed  determined 
to  shew,  that  he  is  the  best  minister  to  the  sovereign  who 
^ts  with  the  greatest  probity  towards  the  subject.  Those 
who  immediately  surrojmded  the  throne  were  supposed 
to  have  concealed  the  true  characters  of  these  faithful 
'servants  from  the  knowledge  of  their  royal  master;  to 
have  i:epi:esented  them  as  obstinate,  imperious,  ignorant, 
and  even,  lukewarm  in  their  lo3ralty;  and  to  have  de-« 
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clared,  that/ with  such  coUe^ues,  it  would  be  iinpoa^* 
blfe  to  move  the  mael^ine  of  government  according4o:liis 
majesty's  inclination.   These^  suggestions,  -  artfully  incul* 
cated;  produced  the  desired  effect:  on  the  9th  day; of 
April,  Mr.  Pitt,  by  his  majesty's  command,  resigned  the 
seals  of  secretary  of  state  for  the  southern  department. 
In  the  room  of  Mr.  Legge,  the  king  was  pleased  to  grajnt    ^ 
the  office  of  chancellor  of  the .  exchequer  rto  the  right 
honourable  lord  Mansfield,  chief^justice  of  the  court  of 
iing's-bench,  the  same  personage  whom  «we  have  men- 
itioned  before  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Murray,  solicitor- 
general,  now  promoted  and  ennobled  for.  his  extr^ordi- 
^nary  merit  and  important  services.    The  fate  of  Mr.  ?itt 
was  extended  to  some.of  his  principal  friends:  the  board 
:of  admiralty  was  ch^iiged,  and  some  other  remoy^s  wi^re 
made  with  the  same  intention. 

§  III.  What  was  intended  as  a  disgrace  to  Mr,  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Legge,  tunied  out  one  of  the  most  shining  cir* 
cumstances   of  their  characters.      The   whole  nation 
seemed  to  rise  up,  as  one  man,  in  the  vindication  of  their 
fame :  every  mouth  was  opened  in  their,  praise;  and  a 
•great  number  of  respectable  cities  and  ^corporations  pre- 
sented them  with  the  freedom  of  tiieir  respective  societies, 
enclosed  in  gold  boxes  of  curious  workmanship,  asit^ti- 
iinonies  of  their  peculiar  veneration.,    What  the  people 
^highly  esteem^  they  in  a 'maimer  idolize.  Not  contented 
with  making  offerings  so  flattering  and  grateful  to  conr 
sciotis' virtue jdiey  conceived  the  most  violent  prejudices 
against  those  gentlanen  who  succeeded  in  the^adminis^ 
tiration;  fully  convinced,  that  the  same  persons  who  had 
sunk  the  nation  in  the  present  distressful  circumstances, 
who  had  brought  on  her  dishonour,  and  rednced  her  to 
the  L  verge  of  destruction,  were  by  no  means- ibe,  fit  in: 
Btruments  of  her  delivery  and  redemption,  .  The  .whole 
kingdotU'-cau^t  fire  at  the  late  changes ;  nor  could  th^ 
power,  the  cunning,  and  the  artifice  pfa,  factipn,  long 
support  itself  against  the  united  voice  of  Great  Bfit^^j 
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which  sooh  pierced  die  ears  of  the  sovereign.  It  wm 
not  posfible  to  persuade  the  people  thai  saJutefy  mea- 
sures could  be  suggested  or  pursued^  except  by  the  few, 
whose  zeal  for  the  houour  of  their  country^  and  steady 
adherence  to  an  upright,  disinterested  conduct,  had  se- 
cured their  confidence,  and  claimed  their  veneration.  A 
great  numba:  of  addresses,  dutifully  and  loyally  expressed, 
solicited  the  king,  ever  ready  to  meet  half  T*ay  the 
wishes  of  his  faithfiil  peq)le,  to  restote  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Legge  to  thdr  former  employments.  Upon  this 
they  rested  the  security  and  honour  of  the  nation^  as 
well  as  the  public  expectation  of  the  speedy  and  success^ 
fill  issue  of  a  war,  hitherto  attended  wfth  disgraces  and 
misfortunes.  Accordingly,  his  majesty  wa»  graciously 
pleased  to  redeliver  the  seals  to  Mr.  Pitt,  appcnnting  him 
secretary  of  state  for  the  southesn  departmeikt  on  the 
29th  day  of  June ;  and,  five  days  after^  t\ub  office  of 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  restored  to  Mr.  Le^e ; 
promotions  that  afforded  universal  satisfaction; 

4  I^*  I^  wt>uld  not,  perhaps,  be  possibfe  to  Exclude 
frcroi  a  share  in  the  administration,  all  who  were  tiot 
perfectly  agreeable  to  the  people:  however  unpopular 
tbe  late  mmbtry  m%ht  appear,  rtiU  they  poasessed  ,u^ 
ficient  influence  m  the  privy-couneil,  and  credit  in  the 
fiousefof  commons,  to  thwart  every  measure  ki  which 
ithey  did  not  themselves  partake^  This  consideration,  and 
very  recent  experi^ce,  ^obiibly  dictated  the  neceisily 
of  ^  coalition,  salutary  in  its^el^  and  prudeDk,  because  it 
waa  the  only  means  of  assuaging  the  rage  of  fietction^  and 
healing  those  4i^i9i<^^  more  pamicious  to  the  public 
thosf  the  most  mistaken  and  blundSermg  cocmeiik .  Sk 
Robert  Henley  was  mada  krd-keeper  joS  the  great  stbi^ 
and  sworn  of  his  majesty's  privyveoimeil,  on  the  ISiCh 
day  of  June :  the  custody  of  the  pnvy-^seal  wa&  committed 
to  earl  Temple:  his  grace  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  Mr; 
Legge,  Mr;  Nugent,  tord  vL^ount  Dvncannon,  and  Mc 
Orenville^  were  appoinfed  conwnisBipners  for  execm^knig 
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tto  offiCQf  of  trei£rtirer  of  h^  dis^esky'd  exch^qu^ :  l&M 
AnfoHy  adminds  BosoawdH  and  Forbes^  Dr.  Hay,  l^f. 
West,  Mr.  HuAter  and  Mr.  Elliott^  to  preside  at  thfe 
board  of  admiralty:  Mr.  Fox  was  gratified  with  the  office 
of  receiver  and  paymaster-gaiera)  of  all  hid  majesty^s 
gtxards,  garrisons  and  land-forces;  and  the  earl  of  Tho^- 
mdnd  wad  made  Ireadurer  of  th^  king's  household^  k&d 
islwolr»  of  his  majesty's  privy-codnitjiL  Other  protnolidtm 
likewise  took  pkce,  with  a  design  to  gratify  the  adhe^ 
rents  of  either  party;  and  so  equally  was  the  royal  favoilf 
distribatedy  that  ih^  utmost  harmony  f6r  a  long  tkne 
dubsdsted.  Ingredieilts,  seemingly  faetdrogeneous,  epn-» 
aolidated  into  one  uniform  mass^  so  as  to  produce  effects 
far  exceeding  the  most  sanguine  expectations ;  and  thiik 
prudent  arrangement  proved  dispdelusing  only  to  those 
whom  violent  party  attachment  bad  inspired  wcdi  a  nar- 
row  and  inclusive  spirit. 

^  V.  The  accumulated  losses  and  disappointments  of 
the  prteeding  year  made  it  absolutely  necessaty  to  re^ 
trieve  tjje  ci^edit  of  the  British  arms  and  conneils  by  solne 
vigorous  and  spirited  enterpriser  which  should,  at  the 
same  timey  produce  some  change  in  the  circnmsttoceil 
of  his  Prossian  ma^^sty,  already  depress^  by  the  repub^ 
at  Kolin^  and  m  danger  ef  being  attacked  by  the  whole' 
powe^  of  France,  now  re«^y  to  fall  upon  him,  like  a 
torrent,  which  had  so  lately  swept  befor^  it  the  army  of 
observation,  now  on  th^  brink  of  disgrace..  A  Wedl^ 
planned  and  v^raus  descent  on  the  coast  of  France^  il 
Was  thought,  Wtmld  probably  give  a  decisive  blow  to  thd^ 
marine  of  that  kingdom,  and  at  the  ^me  time  effect  a 
-pqpmsd^fl  drvfsndon  in  &vour  of  the  Pmi^ian  monarchy 
and  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  driven  from  all  hk  pestd 
in  the  dectorate  of  Hanover,  by  drawing  a  part  of  th£ 
Frcaich  forces  to  thB  defence  and  protection  oftheirowii 
coasts.  Both  were  objects  of  gnsit  eonceiai,  lopon  whtoU 
thestiVOT^igii  tesd  tninistry  Wei^e  seduloi»ly  bei^.  His 
royal  Ughn^sth^  dnke^  in  a  particuhur  mJuuter^  vrged 
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the  necessity  of;  some  enterprise  of  this  naturey  as>  the 
.  only  expedient  to  obviate  the  shameftd  convention  now 
in  agitation.  The  ministry  foresaw,  that,  by  destroying 
the  enemy's  shipping,  aH  succours  would  bie  cut  off  fromi 
America,  whither  they  were  daily  transporting  troops ; 
the  British  commerce  secured,  without  those  convoys 
so  inconvenient  to  the  b'oArd  of  admiralty,  and  t6  the: 
merchants;  and  ihose  ideal  fears  of  an  invasion,  th^l 
had  in  som6  measure  affected  the  public  credit,  whofty 
dispelled. 

§  VI.jFrom  these  considerations,  a  powerful  fleet  was* 
ordered  to  be  got  in  readiness  to  put  to  sea  on  tl^e  shortest 
notice,  and  ten  regiments  of  foot  weremarched  to  the 
Isle  .  of  Wight.     The  -  naval  armament,  consisting  of 
eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  besides  frigates,  fire-ships, 
bomb-ketches,  and  transports,  was  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  Edward  Hawke,  an  officer  whose,  faithful- 
services  recommended  him,  above  all  others,  to  this 
command ;  and  rear-admiral  Knbwles  was  appointed  his 
subaltern.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  preferred  to  take  the 
command  of  the  land-forces;  and  both  strictly  enjoined 
to  act  with,  the  utmost  unanimity  and  harmony.  Europe 
beheld  with  astonishment  these  mighty  preparations:^ 
The  destination  of  the  armament  was  wrapped  in  the 
most  profound  secrecy:  it  exercised  the  penetration ^of 
jpoliticians,  and  filled  France  with  vety  Serious  alarms. 
Various  were  the  impediments  which  obstructed  the 
toibarkatioa  of  the  troops  for  several  weeks,  while  Mr. 
Pitt  expressed  the  greatest  uiieasiness  at  the  delay,  and 
repeatedly  litged  the  commainder-in-chief  to. expedite  his 
departure:  but  a  sufficient  number  of  transports j  bwxnffi^ 
t6  some  blunder  in  the  contractors,  had  not  yat  aarivfed;^ 
The  troops  fe:^pressed  a.n  eager  in^patience  to  signalize 
diemael'^esagaihst  the  enemies^  of  theliberties  of  Europe ; 
but  the  superstitious  drew  unfkvburable  pr^a^es  from 
the  dilajtorinessof  theembarkatiop.  ^  At  last  the  transports 
arrived,  the  troops  were  put  on  board  with,  all  ekpe^i-' 
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tion,  and  the  fleiet  got  uhder  ssul  on  the  8th  dsy  of  Sep^ 
tember,  attended  with  the  prayers  of  every  man  wanned 
•wiA  the  love  of  his  country,  and  solicitous  for  her 
honour.  The  public,  big  with  expectation,  dubious 
where  the  stroke  would  fall,  but  confident  of  its  success^ 
were  impatient  for  tidings  from  the  fleet;  but  it  was  not 
tin  the  14th,  that  even  tiiie  troops  on  board  began  to  con*- 
jecture  that  a  descent  was  meditated  on  the  coast  of 
France/near  Rochefortor  Rochelle. 

^  VII.  On  die  20th,  the  fleet  made  the  isle  of  Ol^on^ 
and  then  sir  Edward  Hawke  sent  an  order  to  vice-adipiral 
Knowles,  requiring  him,  if  the  wind  permitted  the  fleet,. 
tQ  proceed  to  Basque^road,  to  stand  in  as  near  to  the 
isle  of  Aix  as  the  pilot  would  carry  him,  with  such  ships 
of  ,his  division  as  he  thought  nece£(sary  for  the  service, 
and  to  batter  the  folt  till  the  garrison  should  either 
abandon  or  ^surrender  it.  But  the  immediate  execution 
of  this  order  was  frustrated  by  a  French  ship  of  warV 
standing  in  to  the  very  middle  of  the  fleet,  and  continue 
ing  in  that  station  for  some  time  before  she  discovered  her 
miistake,  or  any  of  the  captains  had  a  signal  thrown  out 
to  give  chaee.  Adiniral  Knowles,  when  too  late,  ordered 
the  Ms^anime,  captain  Howe,, and  Torbay,  captain 
Keppel,  on  that  service,  and  thereby  retarded  the. attack 
upon  which  he  was  immediately  sent.  A  stroke  c^  po- 
licy greatly  to  be  admired,  as  from  hence  he  gained  time 
to:  assure  himself  of,  the  strength  of  the  fortifications  of 
Aix,  before  he  ran  his  majesty's  ships  iiito  danger. 

^  VIII.  While  the , above  ships,  with  the  addition  of 
the  Royal  William,  were  attending  the  French,  ship  b£ 
war  safe  into  the  river  Garonne,  the  remainder  .o£  the 
fleet  wais  bd^ting  ,to  windward  off  the  isle,  of  Olei^on  ; 
aad  the^  commander4n«-chief  publishing,  ordar^  and  reb 
giilations^  whiph  did  ca^vedit.to  his  judgment,  iand  wotild 
have  been,  highly  useful,  had'  there  .ever,  been  occasion 
to  put  lihem  in^  execiitioh.  On  the  2Mi  the  van  of  tbfe 
l&tti  ledifay  capts^  Ho«re  in. the  Magnanime,  atood  to- 
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wards  Aix>  a  small  island  situated  in  the  fiiouth  of  tbe 
river  Ghareote,  leading  up  to  Rgcliefort^tlie  IbrtifieatieQS 
half  finished^  and  mounted  with  about  thirty  canjuons 
and  mortars,  the  garrison  composed  of  six  hundred  men, 
and  the  whole  island  about  five  miles  in  oirGumferenco. 
Ab  iixe  M agnanime  approached,  th^  enemjr  fired  briskly 
upon  her ;  but  captain  Howe,  regardlesi^  of  their  faint 
endeavours,  kept  on  his  course  without  flinching,  drop-; 
ped  his  anchors  close  to  the  walls,  and  poured  in  so  ipr 
oessant  a  fire  as  soon  sileneed  their  artillery^  .  It  was, 
however,  near  an  hour  before  the  fort  struck,  when  some 
forces  weire  landed  to  take  possession  of  so  important  a 
conqueirt,  with  orders  to  demolish  the  fortifications,  t^ 
eare  of  which  was  intrusted  to  vice^-admiml  Knowlear 

§  IX.  Inconi^derable  as  this  success  might  appear,  it 
greatly  elated  the  troops,  and  was  deemed  a  happy 
omen  of  farther  advantages ;  but,  instead  of  embdikii]^ 
the  troops  that  night,  as  was  universally  expected,  severid 
successive  days  were  spent  in  councils  of  war^  soEiiidiEDgs 
of  the  coast^  and  deliberations  whether  the  kiii^'s  coih 
pcess  ordetis  were  practicable,  or  to  be  complied  yfOhi 
Eighft  days  were  elapsed  since  1(ke  first  appearance,  of 
tb&  fleet  oa  the  coast,  and  the  alaim  was  given  to  tbd 
enemy.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  indeed^  prdpoifced  laying  a 
sixty-gun  ship  again^  Fouras,  and,  battering  that,  fort^ 
which  it  WQS  thought  would  help  to  secure  the  landing 
of  the  troops,  and  facilitate  th&  enterprise  on  Rochefortj 
This  a  FreDfdi  pilot  on  board  (Thierry)  undertook  f  bol^ 
after  a  ship  had  been  lighted  for  the  purpose,  vice-ad- 
iadral  Knowles  reported,  that  a  bomb-ketch  had  got 
ttgroiiind  at  abov«  the  distance  of  two  miles  from  ite 
fort;  upon  which  the  projeet  of  battmng  drbiDmbardiD^ 
the  fort  was  abandoned.  The  admiral  like  wise  propoMOb 
io  bombard  Bochelle ;  but  this  overture  was*  overnded; 
for  reasons  whidi  we  need  not  mention.  It  was  at  length 
determiiMKi,  in  aci^neil  of  war  held  on  theSthyto  mafcd 
a  ddsoeftty.aiii  «ttaek  the  forts^  leading  «0'  and  lipon'ihti 
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mcmth  of; the  river  Chare&te.  An  carder,  m  comequence 
of  this  resohttioii,  was  immediiately  issued  for  the  troo{>s 
to  be  ready  to  embark  from  the  transports  in  the  boats 
pifecisely  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night.     Accordingly  the 
boats  were  prepared^  and  filled  with  the  men  at  the  time- 
appcHnted^  and  now  they  remained  beating  agadiat  each 
oti^r^  and  the  sides  of  the  shq>s^  for  the  space  of  fiaur 
hours^  while  the  coimcil  were  deteiriniping  wheiiber,  aikr 
all  the  trouble  given,  they  ilhomld  land ;  wheh^  at  length, 
Im  order  was  pnblished  for  the  troops  to  return  to  their 
telspective  transports,  and  all  thoughts  of  a  descetnt,  to 
i^peairdnde,  where  wholly  abandone4t    The  succeeding 
days  were  employed  in  blowing  np  and  demoUshimg  the 
£ortifications  of  Aix ;  after  which,  the  land^officers,  ini  a 
eomictl  cf  war,  took  the  final  resolution  of  retomii^  to 
England  without  any  farther  attempts,  fiilly  satisfied 
they  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  execute  the  designs 
of  the  ministry,  and  choosing  rather  to  oppose  the  frowiis 
of  cQi  ai^ry  sovereign,  the  murmurs  of  an  incensed  na-* 
tion^  and  the  contempt  of  mankind^  than  fifght  a  handful 
of  dastardly  militia.     Stich  was  the  issue  of  an  Expedi- 
tion l^at  raised  the  expectations'  of  ail  Europcy  threw  the 
coasts  of  France  into  th&  utmost  eotiifiasion,  and  cast  the 
people  of  England  Bttle  kss  thaa  a  million  of  money-  • 
4  X*  The  fleet  was  no  sooner  returned,  than  tiie  whole 
nation'  was  in  a  fennent.     The  public  expeotation  faa4 
foe^  vtFoimd  up  to  l3ie  hd^iiesl  pitchy  Mid  nowthe  disafi^ 
pomtment  was  proportioned  to^^th^  l;anguine  Iiopei^  einih 
ceived^  that  the  pride  of  Ftafivee  wonviid  have  becai  hum^ 
bled  by  so  formidfldshr  m  aimmieaii  The  ministry,  and 
with  l^esm  the  nadonal  vbicey  exelaiimed  agaiuft  the 
eonnnanding'  officers^  and  militeiifjr  ftieii  iretdrted^  tfa^  ca^- 
lumny.  By  htytng  Ihe  blame  on  the  pn2^<&ctors  of  the  e»- 
terprisoy  who  faiid  pNit  the  nation  to  great  expaise  before 
tbey  had  obtained  die  necessary  hiformation.    Certain 
it  was,  that  blame  mast  fisiil  somewhere j  and  thtt  minij^ 
redolved  to^acquit  themsehes^,  a^  fib;  tlve  ^cusatfoHr  % 
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requesting  his  majesty  to  appoint  a  board  of  officers  of 

character  and  ability  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  tlife 
late  miscarriage.  This  alone  it  was  that  could  appeal^ 
the  public  clamours,  aijid  afford  general  satisfaction.  The 
'  "enemies  of  Mr.  Pitt  endeavoured  to  wrest  the  miscar- 
.  riage  of  the  expedition  to  his  prejudice,  but  the  whispers 
of  faction  were  soon  drowned  in  the  voice  of  the  whole 
people  of  England,  who  never  could  persuade  themselves 
that  a  gentleman,  raised  to  the  height  of  power  and  pO' 
pularity  by  mere  dint  pf  superior  merit,  integrity,  and 
disinterestedness,  would  now  sacrifice  his  reputation  by 
a  inock  armament,  or  hazard  incurring  the  derision  o>f 
Europe,  by  neglecting  to  obtain  all  the  nedeissary  pre- 
vious information,  or  doing  whatever  might  contribute 
.  to  the  success  of  the  expedition.  It  was  asked,  whether 
reason  or  justice  dictated,  that  a  late  unfortunate  admiral 
should  be  capitally  punished  for  not  trying  and  exerting 
his  utmost  ability  to  relieve  Fort  St.  Philip,  invested  by 
a  powerful  army,  and  surrounded  with  a  numerous  fteel^ 
while  no  charge  of  negligence  or  cowardice  was  brought 
against  those  who  occasioned  the  miscarriage  of  a  well- 
concerted  and  well-appointed  expedition  1  The  people, 
.they  said,  were  not  to  be  quieted  with  the  resolutions  of  a 
council  of  war,  composed  of  men,  whose  inactivity  might 
'frame  excuses  for  declining  to  expose  themselves  to  dan- 
ger. It  was  publicly  mentioned,  that  such  backward- 
ness appeared  among  the  general  officers  before  the  fleet 
reached' the  isle  of  Oleron,  as  occasioned  the  admiral  to 
^leclare  with  warmth,  that  he  would  coinplywith  his 
jOTde^rs,  and  go  into  Basque-road,,  whatever  might  be  the 
conseqiience.  It  was  asked,  why  the  army  did  not  land 
on  the  night  of  the  2^  or  24th,  and  whether  the  officers, 
sent  out.to  reconnoitre,  had  returned  with  such  intellir 
fgence  as  seemed  to  render  a  descent  impracticable  ?  It 
.waaasked^  whether,  the  commander-in-chief  had  com*- 
plied  with'  his  majesty's  orders,  ^^  to  attempt,  as  far  as 
shottbibe  foMpd  practicable,  a  descent  on  the  'coast  lof 
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France,  at  or  near  Rochefort,  in  order  to*^  attack,  and,  by 
a  vigorous  impression,  force  that  place ;  and  to  burn  and 
destroy,  to  tbe  utmost  of  his  power,  all  docks,  maga- 
zines, arsenials,  and  shipping,  as  shall  be  found  there  V 
Such'  rumours  as'  these,  every  where:  prdpagateii,  ren- 
dered an  inquiry  no  less  necessary  to  the  reputation  of 
tiie  officers  on  the  expedition,  than  to  the  minister  who 
projected  it..  Accordingly,  a  board,  consisting  of  three 
officers .  of  rank,  reputation,  and  ability,  was  appointed 
by  his  majesty,  to  inquire  into  the  reasons  why  the  fleet 
returned  withoui  having  executed  his  majesty's  orders. 

§  XI.  The  three  ge^feral  officers  who  met  on  the 
twenty-first  of  the  same  month,  where  Charles,  duke  of 
Marlbotough, .  lieutenant-general,  major-generals  lord' 
George  Sackville,  and  John  Waldegrave.  To  judge  of 
the  practicability  of  executing  his  majesty's  orders,  it  wais 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  intelligence 
upon  which  the  expedition  was  projected.  The  first  and 
most  important  was  a  letter  sent  to  sir  John,  afterward 
lord  Ligonier,  by  lieutenant-coloHel  Clark.  This  letter 
had  been  frequently  examined  in  the  privy-council,  and 
contained  in  substance,  that  colonel  Clark,  in  retilming 
from  Gibraltar,  in  the  ytor  1754,  had  travelled  along  the 
western  coast  of  France  to  observe  the  condition  of  the 
fortifipations,  and  judge  how  far  a  descent  would  be 
practicable  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  Great  Britain 
and  ;France.  On  his  coming  to  Rochefort  where  he  Was 
attended  by  an  engineer,  he  was  suiprised  to  'find  the 
greatiest  part  of  a  good  rampart,  with  a  revetement, 
flanked  only  with  redans ;  no  outworks,  no  covered  way, 
and"  in;  many  places  no  ditch,  so  that  the  bottom  of  the 
wall  was  s^en  at  a  distance.  He  remembered,  that  in 
other  places  where  the  earth  had  been  taken  out  to  form 
the  rampart,  there  was  left  round  them  a  considerable 
height  of  ground,  whence  an  enemy  might  draw  a  great 
advantage :  tiiiat  for  above  the  length  of  .a  front,  or  two 
or  three  hundred  yards,  there  was  no  rampart,  or  even 
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intrejicfap^iit,  hxA  only  small  ditches  hi  the.  loir  end 
Whisky  gnninds  next  the  river,  which,  however,  were 
dry  at  low  water ;  y6t  the  bottom  remained  muddy  and 
slimy.  Towards  the  river,  no  rampart,  no  batteries,  no 
parapet,  on  either  side  appeared,  and  on  the  land  side 
he  observed  some  high  ground  within  the  distance  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  of  the  town ; 
in  which  condition  the  colonel  was  told  by  the  engineer 
the  plaise  had  remained  for  above  sevenly  years.  To 
prevent  giving  umbrage,  he  drew  no  plan  of  tfce  place^ 
and  even  burnt  the  few  sketches  he  had  by  him :  how^ 
ever,  as  to  utility,  the  colonel  declared  himself  as  much 
satisfied  as  if  he  had  taken  a  plan.  He  could  not  ascer- 
tain the  direct  height  of  the  rampart,  but  thought  it  could 
not  exceed  twenty-five  feet,  including  the  parapet.  The 
river  might  be  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  broad, 
and  the  entrance  defended  by  two  or  three  small  redoubts. 
As  to  forces,  none  are  ever  garrisoned  at  Kochefort,  ex- 
cept marines,  which  at  the  time  the  colonel  was  on  the 
spot,  amounted  to  about  one  thousand.  This  was  the 
first  intelligence  the  ministry  received  of  the  state  ol 
Rodhiefort,  which  afforded  sufficient  room  to  believe  that 
an  attack  by  i^rprise  might  be  attended  with  happy  conr 
sequences.  It  was  true,  that  colonel  Clarke  made  his 
observations  in  time  of  peace ;  but  it  was  likewise  pro- 
bable diat  no  great  alterations  were  made  on  account  of 
i3ae  war,  as  the  place  had  remained  in  the  same  condition 
during  the  two  or  tiiree  last  wars  with  France,  when  they 
had  the  same  reasons  as  now  to  expect  their  coasts  would 
be  insulted.  The  next  information  was  obtained  hem 
Joseph  Thierry,  a  French  pilot,  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
who  passed  several  examinations  before  the  privy-council. 
This  person  declared  that  he  had  followed  the  business 
of  a  pilot  on  the  coast  of  France  for  the  space  of  twenty 
yearS)  and  served  as  first  pilot  in  several  of  the  king's 
ships :  that  he  had ,  in  particular,  piloted  the  Magnanime 
before  she  .was  taken  by  the  En^ish,  for  about  twenty- 
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two  months;  mA  h^d  often  conducted  her  into  ^  road 
of  tihe  isle  of  Aix ;  and  that  lie  was  perfectly  aipquainfad 
with  the  entrance,  which,  inde^,  is  so  easy,  as  to  render  a 
pUotalmostunaecessafy:  The  road,  he  said,  afforded  good 
anchorage  in  twelve  or  fourteen  &thoins  water,  as  far  as 
Bayonne :  the  channel  between  the  islands  of  Qleron 
and  Rhe  was  three  leagues  broad,  and  the  banks  nectSH 
sary  to  be  avoided  lay  near  the  land,  except  one  called  the 
Boiard,  which  is  easily  discerned  by  the  breakers.     He 
affirmed  that  the  largest  vessels  might  draw  up  close  to 
the  fort  of  Aiac,  which  be  would  undertake  the.Magna^ 
nime  alone  should  destroy ;  that  the  largest  ships  might 
come  up  to  the  Vigerot,  two  miles  distant  from  the 
nkHitfa  of  the  river,  with  all  their  eannon  and  stores;  that 
men  might  be  landed  to  the  north  of  Fort  Fouras,  out  of 
sight  of  the  fort,  upon  a  meadow  where  the  ground  is 
fern  and  Wei,  under  cover  of  the  cannon  of  the  fleet. 
This  landing-place  he  reckoned  at  about  five  miles  from 
Rochefort,  the  way  dry,  and  no  way  intercepted  by  ditches 
and  morasses.     He  said  great  part  of  the  city  was  enr 
compassed  by  a  wall ;  but  towards  the  river  on  both  sides, 
for  about  skly  paces,  it  was  enclosed  only  wiA  palisades, 
without  a  fosse.     To  the  intelligence  of  colonel  Clark 
and  Thierry,  the  minister  added  a  secret  account  obtained 
of  the  strength  and  distribution  of  the  French  foiceisi,' 
whence  it  appeared  highly  {»robable  that  no  more  than 
t^i  thousand  inen  could  be  allowed  for  the  defence  of  the 
whole. coast  from  St.Valery  to  Bourdeauji.     In  conse-^ 
quence  of  the  above  information,  the  secret  .expedittogEi 
was  plantied ;  mstructions  were  given  to  sir  John  Mdr* 
daunt  and  admiral  Hawke  to  make  a  vigorous  impression 
(m  the  French  xx)ast,  and  all  the  other  measures  projeeted, 
which  it  vtras  imagined  would  make  an  effectual  diversion^ 
by  obliging  the  enemy  to  employ  a  great  part  of  dieir 
forces  at  home,  disturb  and  shake  the  credit  of  their  pnb^^ 
lie  loans,  impair  the  strength  and  resources  of  their  navyy 
disconcert  their  extensive  and  dangerous  operations  of 
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trar;  and  fiiKtUyi  give  life,  stretigthi  andlnstrej.to  the 
comihcm  cause  and  his  majesty's  arms.     The  board  of 
inquiry  took  next  into  consideration  the  several  letters^ 
and  explanatory  instructions  sent  to  sir  John  Mordaimt^ 
in  consequence  of  some  difficulties  which  might  possibly 
occur,  stated  by  that  general  in  letters  to  the  minister, 
previous  to  his  sailing.     Then  they  examined  the  report 
made  to  sir  Edward  Hawke  by  admiral  Brod^ricfc,  and, 
tihie  captains  of  men  of  war  sent  to  sound  the  French  shore 
from  Rochelle  to  Fort  Fouras,  dated  September  the  29th  ; 
the  result  of  the  councils  of  war  on  the  26th  and  28th: 
siir  Edward  Hawke's  letter  to  sir  John  Mordaunt  on  the 
27th>  and  the  general's  answer  on  the  29th ;  after  which, 
sir  John  Mordaunt  was  called  upon  to  give  his  re^ons 
for  not  putting  his  majesty's  instructions  and  orders  into- 
execution.     This  he  did  in  substance  as  follows :  the. 
attempt  on  Rbchefort,  he  understood,  was  to  have  been- 
bn  the  footing  of  a  coup  de  mainy  or  surprise,  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  Execute  if  the  design  was  disco- 
vered, or  the  alarm  taken.     He  also  understood  that  an 
'  attempt  could  not  be  made,  nay  that  his  majesty  did  not 
require  it  should,  unless  a  proper  place  for  debarking,  and 
a[  isafe  retreat  for  the  troops  was  discovered,  particularly 
where  the  ships  could  protect  them ;  and  a  safe  commu- 
nication with  the  fleiet,  and  conveyance*of  Supplies  from 
it,  were  found.     His  sentiments,  he  said,  were  confirmed 
by  apapef  to  Ais  purpose,  delivered  to  him  by  sir  Jqtn 
tigonier,  on  his  first  being  appointed  to  command  cthe 
"expedition.     It  was  likewise  probable,  he  thought,  .that 
although  Rochefort  should  have  remained  in  the  situation 
in) which  colonel  Glarik  and  the  pilot  Thierry  had  seen  it 
three  years  before,  yet  that  a  few 'days'  preparation  could 
make  it  sufficiently  defengible  against  a^coMp  de  main. 
Jiidg2ig,'therefore,  the  dependance  on  such  an  operation 
alone  improper,  he  applied  to  the  ministry  for  two  mor^ 
old  battalions,  and  artillery  for  a  regular  attack  to  forcfe 
^the  place,  which,  from  its  construction,  appeared  as  diffi- 
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^k  to  be  ma4e  defetmbte  s^akist  the^  latter,  as  eaisily 
secured  against  the  formeri  Bia*  this  request  being  re- 
fused, he  still  tbo%ht  it  his  duty  to  obey  his  orders  on^ 
the  footing  on.  which  the  expedition  was  planned,  espe-. 
daily  as  he  understood  his  instructions  were  discretioa- 
ary,  regarding  the  eircumstanoes  of  the  time,  the  coiidi^, 
tioa  of  the  place,  and  the  nature  of  the  service.  He  re- 
cited the  positive  and  credible  intelligence  received,  aa^ 
well  before  the  embarikation  as  during  the  voyage,  of  the* 
alarm  given  to  France,  and  the  preparations  mstde  along 
the  French  coasts  from  Brest  and  St.  Maloes  t0.  Rochen 
fort :  the  accidents  that  kept  the  fleet  hovering,  along 
the  coasts^  and  prevented  the  possibilky  of  an  attempt 
by  surprise:  the  reports  of  all  the  gentlemen  employed 
in  sounding  lixe  coasts,  so  contrary  to  the  intelligence 
given  by  Thiierry  the  pilot :  the  opinion  of  the  council 
of  war,  by  which  he  was  enjoined  to  act,  and  with:  which 
Ikis  own  judgment  concurred ;  the  endeavours  used  after 
the  26th,  to  fiiid  out  some  expedient  for  aimoying  th^ 
epemy,  and  executing  his  majesty's  instructions :  the  at-^ 
tenipt  made  to  land,  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of 
tl](e  sedDiid  coimcjl  of  war,  which  was  prevented  by  bois- 
terous and  stonny  weather ;  and  lastly,  the  reasons:  thali 
determined  him,  m  copoert  with  the  other  land-officers^ 
to;  return  to  Eogla^d. 

§  Xir..  Having  considered  all  these  circumstances,  and 
ex9.mified  several  officers  who  served  in  the  expedition,, 
the  court  of  inquiry  gave  in  the  fdiloiwing  report  to  his: 
majesty:—^"  It  appears  to,usv  that  one  cause  of  flie  ex-, 
pedition  haying  failed  i$,  the  not  attacking  Fort-Fouras. 
by  sea,:  at  the  same  time  that  it  could  have  been  attacked 
by  la^d,  agreeably  to  the  first  design,  which  certainly 
must  have  been  of  the  greatest  uitilily  towards;  carrying 
your  ipigesty's  in^tarujettons  ihto  execution,:  It  was  at 
first  resolved  by  admiral  Hawke  (Thierry,  the  pilot, 
haying  undertaken  the  safe  conduct  of  a  ship  to.  Fort 
Fc^Kas  f oi:  ths^t  purpose),  but  afterward  laid  aside^  upon 
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the  representation  of  vice^^iadmural  Knowles,  tibiat  the 
Barfleur,  the  skip  designed  for  that  service,  ^ras  aground, 
at  the  distance  of  between  four  and  five  miles  from  the 
shore;  but  as  neither  sir  Edward  Hawke  nor  the  pilot 
eould^attend  to  give  any  information  upon  that  head,  w« 
eannot  presume  to  oifer  any  certain  opinion  thereupon*. 
We  conceive  another  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  have  been,  that,  instead  of  attempting  to  land 
when  the  report  was  received,  on  the  24th  of  Septem* 
ber,  from  rear-admiral  Broderick,  and  the  captains  who 
had  been  out  to  sound  and  reconnoitre,  a  council  of  w^ar. 
was  summoned  and  held  on  the  26th,  in  which  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  not  to  land,  as  the  attempt  on 
R€)chefort  was  neither  advisable  nor  practicable :  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  were  then,  or  at  any 
time  afterward,  either  a  body  of  troops  or  batteries  on 
shore  sufficient  to  have  prevented  the  attempting  a  de^ 
scent,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  signed  by  yd^mr 
majesty:  neither  does  it  appear  to  us  that  there  were 
any  reasons  sufficient  to  induce  the  council  of  war  to  be- 
lieve that  Rochefort  was  so  changed  in  respect  to  its 
strength,  or  posture  of  defence,  since  the  expedition  was 
first  resolved  on  in  England,  as  to  prevent  all  attnupta 
of  an  attack  upon  the  place,  in  order  to  bum  and  destroy 
the  docks^  magazines,  arsenals,  and  shipping,  in  ob^di* 
ence  to  your  majesly's  connnand.     And  we  think  our- 
selves obliged  to  remark,  in  the  council  of  war  on  the 
28th  of  September,  that  no  reaiion  could  have  existed 
-   sufficient  to  prevent  the  attempt  of  landing  the  troops, 
as  the  council  then  unanimously  resolved  to  land  with 
all  possible  despatch.  We  beg  leave  also  to  remark^  that 
after   its  being  unanimously  resolved  to  land,  in  the 
council  of  war  of  the  28th  of  September,  the  resolution 
.  9Ras  taken  of -returning  to  England,  without  any  regular 
or  general  meeting  of  the  said  council ;  but  as  the  whole 
operation  was  of  so  inconsiderable  a  nature,  we  do  hot 
offer  this  to  your  majesty  as  a  cause  of  the  failure  of  the 


iWr.l  GBORGB  IL  *W 

expedition ;  since  we  cannot  but  look  npon  the  expedi- 
tion to  have  failed  from  the  time  the  gFcat  object  of  it 
Titas  laid  aside  in  the  council  of  war  of  the  25th." 

^  XIII.  This  report,  signed  by  the  general  officers, 
Marlborough,  Sackville,  and  Waldegrave,  probably  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  court-martial  which  sat  soon  after 
upoti  the  condtict  of  the  commander-in-chief  on  the  ex- 
pedition.    The  enemies  of  the  minister  made  a  handle 
of  the  miscarriage  to  lessen  him  in  the  esteem  of  the 
public,  by  laying  the  whole  blame  on  his  forming  a  pror 
ject  so  expensive  to  the  nation,  on  intelligence  not  only 
slight  at  the  firdt  view,  but  false  upon  farther  exaxnina- 
tion.     But  the  people  were  still  his  advocates ;  they  dis- 
-  cemed  something  nr^sterious  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  commander-in-chief      They  plainly  perceived  that 
cautioh  took  place  of  vigour,  and  that  the  hours  for 
action  were  spent  in  deliberations  and  councils  of  war. 
Had  he  debarked  the  troops,  and  made  such  an  attack  aa 
would  have  distinguished  his  courage,  the  voice  of  the 
people  would  have  acquitted  him,  however  unsuccessful, 
though  prudence,  perhaps,  might  have  condemned  him. 
Even  Btaddock's   rashnessr  they  deemed  preferable  to 
Mordatint's  inactivity :  the  loss  of  so  many  brave  lrve» 
WOiSr  diought  less  injurious  and  disgraceful  t6  tbe  hatioa> 
than  the  too  safe-  return  of  the  present  armament     Ther 
one  demonstrailed  ikut  the  British  sprrit  still  existed : 
the  other  seemed  to  indicate  the. too  powerful  inftiience 
of  wealth,  luxury,  and  those  manners  which  tend  to  de- 
bauch atnd  emasculate  the  mind.     A  public  trial  of  the 
commander^in  chief  was  expected  by  the  people,  and  it 
was  graciously  granted  \yy  his  majesty.     It  is  even 
thought  thatt  sir  John  Mordaunt  himself  demanded  to 
have  his  eonduct  scrutinized,  by  which  method  alone  he 
was  SJ^nsible  his  character  could  be  re-established/  Hts 
m^esty's  wairant  for  holdkig  a  court-martial  was  a<^5ord- 
ingiy  signed  im  the  3d  day  of  December.     The  court 
WHS  comqposdd  of  nine  tieutem^-geneorals^  nine  maj^* 
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generals,  and  three  colonels,  who  sat  oa  the  14th,  ahA 
continued  by  several  adjournments^  to  the  20th.     Lieu- 
tenant-general sir  John-Mordauttt  came  prisoner  before^ 
the  court,  and  the  following  charge  was  exhibited  against 
him":  namely,  that  he  being  appointed,  by  the  king, 
commander-in-chief  of  his  majesty's  forces  sent  on  an 
expedition  to  the  coast  of  France,,  and  having  received 
orders^  and  instructions  relative  thereto  from  his  majesty, 
under  his  royal  sign-manual,  and  also  by  oixe  of  his^ 
prin<3ipal  secretaries  of  state,,  had  disobeyed  his  majesty's 
said  orders  and  instructions.     The  proceedings  of  this 
court  were  nearly  similar  to  those  ofthe  court  of  inqjriry. 
The  same  evidences  were  examined,  with  the  addition  of 
sir  Edward  Hawke's  deposition :  and  a  defence,  differing 
in  no  essential  point  from  the  former,  made  by  the  pri- 
soner, but  the  judgment  given  was  clear  aiid  explicit- 
Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  unanimously  found  Not  guilty, 
8ind  therefore  acquitted,  while  the  public  ophiion  re- 
mained unaltered,.and  many  persons  inveighed  as  bitterly 
s^inst  the  lenity  of  the  present  court-martial  as  they 
had  formerly  against  the  severity  of  the  sentence  passed 
upon  a  late  unfortunate  admiraL     The  evidence  of  one 
gentleman  ia  particular  drew  attention :  he  was  accused 
of  tergiversation,  and  of  shewing  that  partial  indulgences 
which  his  own  conduct  required.     He  publicly  defended 
his^  character :  hiis  performance  was  censured,  andhim^ 
self  dismissed  the  service  of  his  sovereign. 

§  XIV.  Be^des  the  diversion  intended  hy'  a  descent^ 
oa  the  cJoast'of  France,  several  other  methods  were 
employed  to  amuse  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  protect  the 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  secure  our  colonies  inr  tiie  West 
Indies,  and  ensure  the  continuance  of  the  extraordinary 
success  which  had  lately  blessed  his  miajeisty's  arins  ia 
the-  East  Indies;  but  these  we  could  not  ooiention before 
without  breaking  the  thread  of  our  aarratioa.  On  the 
9th  of  February;  admiral  West  sailed  with  a  squadron  of 
a^en  of  war  to  the  westward,  as:  did  admiral  Cosybos  witk 
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4he  fleet  under  his  convoy  to  the  West  IndieSvaad-coifie- 
modore  Steevens  with  the  trade  to  the  East  Indies,  in 
the  month  ctf  March.  Admiral  Holboum  and  *commo- 
dore  HolBas,  with  'eleven  ships  of  the  line,  a  fire-^hip, 
bonib-ketch,  and  fifty  1aransport&,  sailed  from  St.  Helen's 
for  America,  in  April.  The  admiral  had  on -board  six 
-thousand  two  hundred  effective  men,  exclusive  of  officers, 
under  the  command  of  general  Hopson,  assisted  by  lord 
Charles  Hay.  In  May,  admiral  Osborne,  who  had  been 
-forced  back  to  Plymouth  with  his  squadron,  by  stress  of 
weather,  set  sail  for  the  Mediterranean,  as  did  two  ships 
of  war  sent  to  convoy  the  American  trade . 

§XV.  In  the  meantime,  the  privateers  fitted  out  by 
private  merchants  and   societies  greatly  annoyed  the 
Trench  commerce.     The  Antigallican,  a  private  ship  of 
war,  equipped  by  a  society  of  men  who  assumed  that 
name,  took  the  Duke  de  Penthtevre  Indiaman  off  the  poit 
-of  Corunna,  and  carried  her  into  Cadiz.     The.  prize  was 
estimated  worth  200,000/.,  and  immediate  application 
-was  made  'by  France  to  the  court  of  Spain  for  restitution, 
-while  the  proprietors  of  the  Antigallican  were  squander- 
ing in  mirth,  festivity,  and  riot,  the  imaginary-wealth-so 
easily  and  unexpect<^dly  acquired .     Such  were  the  re- 
moristrances  made  to  his  Catholic  majesty  with -respect 
io  the  illegality  of  the  vprize,  which  the  French  East 
India  company  asserted  was  taken  within  shot  of  a^eur 
tral  port,  that  the  Penthievre  was  first  violently  wrested 
out  ofthe  hands  of  the  t^aptors,  then  detained  as  a  deposit, 
with  sealed  hatches,  and  a  Spanish  guard  on  board,- till 
the  claims  of  both  parties  t:ould  be  examined,  and  at  last 
Adjudged  to  be  an  illegal  capture,  and  consequently  re- 
stored to  the  French,  to  thereat  disappointment  of  the 
owners  of  the  privateer.     Besides  the  success  which  at- 
tended a  great  number  of  other  privateers,  the  lordj^  of 
the  admiralty  published  a  list  of  above  thirty  ships  of 
war- and  privateers  taken  from  the  enemy,  in  the  space 
il^f  f^eir  months,  by  the -English  sloops  and  ships  ofw^r. 
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exchmve  of  the  Duke  d'Aquitiaae  Indiamto,  now  fitlied 
out  as  a  ship  of  war,  tak^i  by  the  Eagle  aad  Medway ; 
the  Pondicherry  ludiaman,  valued  at  1^^000/.  taken  by 
the  Dover  man  of  war;  and  above  six  privateers  brought 
into  port  fay  the  diligent  and  brave  captain  Lockhaft,  for 
which  he  was  honoured  with  a  variety  of  presents  pf 
plate  by  several  corporations,  in  testimony  of  their 
esteem  and  regard.  This  run  of  good  fortune  was  not, 
however,  without  some  retribution  on  the  side  of  the 
enemy,  who,  out  of  twenty-one  ships  homeward-bound 
from  Carolina,  nmde  prize  of  nineteen,  whence  the  mer- 
chants sustained  considerable  damage,  and  a  great  quaiir 
tity  o(  valuable  commodities,  indigo  in  particular,  was 
lost  to  this  country* 

§  XVI.  Notwithstanding  the  large  imports  of  grain 
from  di£ferent  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  the  artifice 
of  engrossers  still  kept  up  the  price  of  com*  So  incensed 
were  the  populace  at  the  iniquitous  combinations  entered 
i^to  to  frustrate  the  endeavours  of  the  legislature,  and  to 
oppress  the  poor,  that  they  rpse  in  a  tumultuous  manner 
j|i  several  counties,  sometimes  to  the  number  of  five  or 
six  thousand,  and  seized  upon  the  grain  brought  to 
market.     Nor  was  it  indeed  to  be  wopdered  at,  consider- 
ing the  distress  to  which  many  persons  were  reduced. 
The  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessaries  of  life  raised 
the  price  of  labour  at  the  most  imseasonable  time,  when 
all  mp,nu£Etctures  were  overstocked  for  want  of  a  proper 
market,  which  obliged  them  to  dismiss  above  half  the 
hfimds  before  employed.     Hence  arose  the  most  pitiable 
conditi(Hi  of  several  thousands  of  useful  industrious  sub- 
jects; a  calamity  attended  only  with  one  advantage  to 
the  public,  namely,  the  facility  with  which  recruits  were 
raised  for  his  majesty's  service.     At  last  the  plentiful 
pvapB  with  which  it  pleased  Providence  to  bless  these 
JUngdoms,  the  prodigious  quantities  of  com  imported 
from  foreign  countries,  and  the  wise  measures  of  the 
l^islaturei  broke  all  the  villanous  schemes  set  on  foot  by 
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the  ferestallers  and  eiigrossers,  and  rednced  the  price  of 
com  to  the  usual  standard.  The  public  joy  on  this  event 
wais  greatly  augmented  by  the  safe  arrival  of  the  fleet 
£rom  the  Leeward  islands,  consisting  of  ninety-twd  sail, 
and  of  the  Straits  fleet,  esteemed  vtrorth  three  millions 
sterling,  whereby  the  silk  manufacturers  in  particular 
were  agaiil  employed,  and  their  distresses  rblieved.  About 
the  same  time  the  India  company  was  highly  elated  with 
the  joyful  account  of  the  safe  arrival  and  spirited  conduct 
f>f  three  of  their  captains,  attacked  in  their  passage  home* 
ward  by  two  Fi^ench  men  of  war,  one  of  sixty-four,  the 
other  of  twenty-six  guns.  Afterawsurm  engagefnent, 
which  continued  for  three  hours,  they  obliged  the  French 
ships  t^  sheer  off,  with  scarce  any  loss  on  their  own  side. 
When  the  engagement  b^an,  the  captains  had  promised 
a  reward  of  1000/.  to  the  crews,  by  way  of  incitement 
to  their  valour;  and  the  company  doubled  the  sum,  in 
recompense  of  their  fidelity  and  courage^  His  majesty 
having  iaken  into  consideration  the  incredible  damage 
sustained  by  the  commerce  of  these  kingdoms,  for  want 
ef  proper  harbours  and  forts  on  the  western  coast  to  re- 
ceive and  protect  merchantmen,  was  graciously  pleased 
to  order,  that  a  temporary  security  should  be  provided 
for  the  shipping  which  might  touch  at  Milfbrd-haven, 
iBitil  the  fortifications  voted  in  parliament  could  be 
erected.  How  far  his  majesty's  directions  were  complied 
with,  the  number  of  merchant  ships  taken  by  the  enemy's 
privateers  upon  that  coast  sufficiently  indicated. 

§  XVH.  Whatever  reasons  the  government  had  to 
expect  the  campaign  should  be  vigorously  pushed  in 
America,  almogM:  every  circumstance  turned  out  contrary 
to  expectation.  Not  all  the  endeavours  of  the  earl  of 
I/mdoun  to  quiet  the  dissensions  among  the  different 
provinces,  and  to  establish  unanimity  and  harmony, 
could  prevail.  Circumstances  required  that  he  shodld 
act  the  pert  of  a  mediator,  in  order  to  f^ise  the  necessary 
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'jsnippltes  fer  prosecuting  the  war,  without  wliich  it  twa* 
-imposdible  he  could  appear  in  the  character  of  ageneraL 
The  enemy,  in  the  meantime^  were  pursuing  the  blow 
given  at  Oswego  and  taking  adHntagie  of  the  distractioik 
ithat  appeared  in  the  British  cduncife.  By  their  suc- 
cesses in  the  preceding  campaign,  they  rfemained  masftifers 
of  aU  the  lakes.  Hence  they  were  furnished  with  the 
i^aEfs  of  practisitig  on  the  Indians,  in  aU  the  diifeiient 
^districts,  aiid  obliging  them»  by  rewards,  promises^  anci 
menaces^  to  act  in  their  favouri  Every  accession  to  theilr 
^triength  was  a  real  diminution  of  that  of  the  British 
eomniander ;  but  then  the  ignorance  or  pusillanimity  of 
^omeJDf  th^  inferior  officers  in  our  back  settlements  was, 
in  dfect,  more  beneficial  to  the  enemy  than  all  thevigr^ 
I^Ce  and'  activity  of  Mountcalm.  In  consequence  of 
the  sbameM  l^s  of  Oswego,  they  voluntarily  abandoned 
jto  tte  mercy  of  the  French  gaieral  this  whole  xiouiitfy 
^  the  Five  Nations,  the  only  bodybf  Indians  who  hafl 
iaviokbly  perfiHrmed  th^ir  engagements,  or  indeed  who 
Jiad  ppreserv^  any  sincere  regard  for  the  British  govern- 
ment. The  communication  with  these  faithful  allies 
was  now  cut  off,  by  the  impnident  demolitidn  of  tl^e 
forts  we  possessed  at  the  great  Carrying-place.  A  strong 
fort,  indei^d,  -yms  built  at  Wii!kchest(er,  and  called  Foi* 
jLoufiounj^  after  die  commajid'er-in^chief,  and  four  hun-r 
dred  Cherokee  Indians  joined  the  English  foitees  at  Fort 
p^umberlajod :  but  this  reinforcement  by  no  means  cc^ilb^ 
terbalanced  ike  losses  sustain)&d  in  ^consequence  of  our 
)xaving  imprudently  stopped  up  Woodrcreek,  and  filled 
i^t  with  logs*  Every  person,  thfe  least  acquainted  with 
the  country,  readily  perceived  the  w^jakness  of  thes!^ 
tic^qajsures/ by  which  ou)*  whote  frontiWwas  left  open  and 
exposed  to  the  irruption  of  the  savages  in  the  ;Fren$!h 
jtttprest,  wh^  would  not  fail  to  profit  by  our  blu^dei^^ 
too  notorious  to  esp^pe  tfaem»  By  the  removal  of  :th$@9 
l^rriers;  a  ps|.dt>  ws^  opene4  t^  o|ir  Qj^e '^^ttl^^^t^^^ 
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Sfokawk's  river,  which  the  -enemy  destroyed  with  fire 

and  swbrd  before  the  end  of  the  oanxpaign.  ;  ^ 

§  XVIIIr  In  the  meantinle,  I(»:d  Loudoun  was  taking 

'  the  most  effectual  steps  fo  unite  the  provinces,  and  raii^ 
a  force  sufficient  to  give  some  decisive  blow.  The  aJ> 
tack  on  Crown  Point,  which  had  been  iso  long  meditated, 
^as  laid  aside,  as  of  less  importance  than  the  intended 
expedition  /to  Louisbourg,  now  substituted  in  its  place, 
and  undoubtedly  a  moife  considerable  object  in' itself* 

.  Admiral  EColboum  arrived' at  Halifax,  with  the  squadron 
and  transports  under  his  command,  on  the  9lh  of  July.; 
and  it  was  his  lordship's  intention  to  repair  thither  with 
all  possible  diligence,  in  order  to  take  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  exjpeditioin;  but  a  variety  of  accidents 
intei^Ofied.  It  was  With  the  utmost  difficiilty  he  'at 
l^gth  assembled  a  body  of  six  thousand  men,  with 
which  he  instantly  began  his  march  to  join  the  tedops 

.  lately  arrived  from  England.  When  the  junction  was 
ejected,  the  whole  forces .  amounted  to  twelve  thousand 
mesa;  d^  army  that  raised  great  expectations.  Imme- 
^tely  some  somll  v^sels  were  sent  out  to  examine  ;m4 
reconnoitre  the  condition  of  the  enemy,  ?ind  the  inter-: 
mediate  time  wjEis  ejnployed  in  ^embarking  the  troops,  as 
^on  as  the  transports  arrived.  The  return  of  the  scovitis 
totally  altered  the  face  of  aitairs :  they  brought  the  unr 
welcome  news,  that  M.  de  Bois  de  la  Hoche^  who  saile4 
in  the  /month  of  JVIaiy  frojn  Brest  with  a  large  fleet  of 
ships  <ff  war  and  transports,  was  now  siafe  at  anchor  ia 
the  harbour  of  Louisbourg.  Their  intelligence  w^  sup- 
porjbed  by^the  testimony  of  seveiSal'4eserters ;  yet  stiU^jit 
wanted  confirmatidn,  and  many  persons  believed  their 
acc^iQt  of  Hhe  enemy's  strength  greatly  magi^tified.  Sn^h 
luiviceS)  however,  icould  n6t  but  ocQ;asi|[>n  e^traordinai^ 
^uctuati&ns  in  the  counl^ijs  of  tvar  at  Halifax.  Som^ 
•^er^^  setting  aside  all  tho^gjhts  of  the  expedition  for 
iJiSit  Si^ason ;  while  Athei^,  mpre .  wa^ro  in  t^pir  iJU^jpow 
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tiotiSi  and  sanguine  in  their  expectations,  were  for  pro* 
aecuting  it  with  vigour,  in  spite  of  all  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties.     Their  dispute?  were  earned  on  with  great 
ydiemence,  when  a  packet  bound  fromr  Louisbourg  to 
Fiance,  was  taken  by  one  of  the  English  ships  stationed 
at  Newfoundland.     She  had  letters  on  board,  which  put 
the  enemy's  superiority  beyond  all  doubt,  at  least  by  sea. 
It  clearly  appeared,  there  were  at  that  time  in  Louisbourg 
m  thousand  regular  troops,  three  thousand  natives,  and 
one  thousand  three  himdred  Indians,  with  sevaiteen 
ships  of  the  line^  and  three  frigates  moored  in  the  har- 
bour;  that  the  place  was  well  supplied  with  ammunition, 
provision,  and  every  kind  of  military  stores;  and  ihat 
the  etiemy  fished  for  nothing  more  than  an  attack, 
which  it  was  probable  would  terminate  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  assailants,  and  ruin  of  the  British  affairs  in  Ame- 
rica.    The  commanders  at  Halifax  were  fully  apprized 
of  the  coiisequences  of  an  unsuccessful  attempt ;  it  was, 
tlierefore,  almost  unanimously  resolved  to  postpone  the 
expedition  to  some  more  convenient  opportunity^  espe-^ 
dally  as  the  season  was  now  far  advanced,  which  alone 
.  would  be  suflScient  to  frustrate  their  endeavours,  and 
render  the  enterprise  abortive.     This  resolution  seems, 
indeed,  to  have  been  the  most  eligible  in  their  circum« 
stances,  whatever  constructions  might  afterward  be  given, 
with  intention  to  prejudice  the  public  against  the  com- 
maiider- in-chief . 

^  XIX.  Lord  Loudoun's  departure  from  New  York) 
with  all.  the  forces  he  was  able  to  collect,  afforded  the 
marquis  de  Montcalm  the  fairest  occasion  of  improving 
the  successes  of  the  former  campaign.  That  general 
had,  in  the  very  commencement  of  the,  season,  made 
dxree  different  att$.cks  on  Fort  William  Henry,  in  all  of 
which  he  was  repulsed  by  the  vigour  and  resolution  of 
the  garrison.  But  his  disappointment  here  was  balanced 
by  an  advantage  gained  by  a  party  of  regulars  mid  In- 
dians at  Ticonderoga.     Colonel  John  Parkei^,  wi&  a 
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detachiQent  of  near  four  hundred  jpaen,  went  by  water, 
in  whale  and  bay  boats,  to  attack  the  eneniy'$  advanced 
guard  at  that  place.  Landing  at  night  on  an  ifiland,  he 
sent  before  dawn  three  boats  to  the  main  land,  which 
the  enemy  waylaid  and  took.  Having  procured  the  ne- 
cessary intelligence  from  the  prisoners  of  the  colonel's 
designs,  they  contrived  their  measures,  placed  three 
hundred  men  in  ambush  behind  the  point  where  he  p?6^ 
poised  landing,  and  sent  three  batteaux  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  Colonel  Parker,  mistaking  these  for  his 
own  boate,  eagerly  put  to  shore,  was  surrounded  by  the 
enentiy,  reinfprced  with  four  hundred  men,  and  attacked 
with  such  impetuosityi  that,  of  the  whole  detachment, 
<mly  two  officers  and  seventy  private  men  escaped* 
Flushed  with  this  advantage,  animated  by  the  absence 
of  the  British  command^-in-chief  then  at  Halifax,  and 
fired  with  a  desire  to  revenge  the  disgrace  he  had  lately 
sustained  before  Fort  Henry,  Montcalm  drew  together 
all  his  forces,  with  intention  to  lay  siege  to  that  place. 
Fort  William  Henry  stands  on  the  southern  coast  of 
Lake  George ;  it  was  built  with  a  view  to  protect  and 
cover  the  frontiers  of  the  English  colonies,  as  well  as  to 
poKOmand  the  lake :  the  fortifications  were  good,  de^ 
fanded  by  a  garrison  o(  near  three  thousand  men,  and 
cpvered  by  an  army  of  four  thousand,  under  the  conduct 
of  general  Webb,  posted  at  no  great  distance.  When 
the  marquiis  de  Montcalm  had  assemUed  all  the  forces 
at  Grpwn  Point,  Ticonderoga,  and  the  adjacent  posts, 
together  with  a  considerable  body  of  Canadians  and  In* 
dianS)  amounting  in  the  whole  to  near  ten  thousand 
men,  he  marched  directly  to  the  fort,  made  his  apr 
proadhes,  and  began  to  batter  it  with  a  numerous  train 
of  artillery.  On  the  very  day  he  invested  the  place,  he 
seqt  a  letter  to  colonel  Monro,  the  governor,  telling 
\^y  he  thought  himself  obliged,  in  humanily,  to  desire 
he  would  surrender  the  fort,  and  not  provoke  the  great 
nuinber  of  savages  in  the  French  army  by  a  vain  rerisih 
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lancfe.  '^  A  detachment  of  your  garrison  has  ktely{says 
lie)  experienced  their  cruelty;  I  have  it  yet  m  my 
power  to  restrain  them,  and  oblige  them  to  observe  i^ 
capitulation,  as  none  of  them  hitherto  are  killed.  Your 
persisting  in  the  defence  of  your  fort  can  only  retard  its 
-fate  a  few  days,  and  must  of  necessity  expose  an  unfor* 
tunate  garrison,  who  can  possibly  receive  no  relief,  bon* 
sideriiig  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  it»  I  demand 
a  decisjiv^  answer,  for  which  purpose  I  have  sent  th^ 
sieur  Funtbrune,  one  of  ray  aides-de-camp.  You  may 
•credit  what. he  will  inform  you  of,  from  Montcalm.'^ 
General  Webb  beheld  his  preparations  with  an  indiffe* 
jence  and  security  bordering  on  infatuation.  It  is  cre- 
dibly reported,  that  he  had  private  intelligence  of  all  th€ 
French  gener^il's  designs  and  motions ;  yet,  either  de*' 
spising  his  strength,  or  discrediting  the  information,  he 
lieglected  collecting  the  militia  in  time,  which,  in  con*- 
junctiQn  with  his  own  forces,  would  probably  have 
obliged  Montcalm  to  relinquish  the  attempt,  or  at  least 
have  rendered'his  success  veiy  doubtful  a^d  hazardous. 
\The  enemy  meeting  with  no  disturbance  from  the  quar- 
^r  they  most  dreaded,  prosecuted  the  siege  with  vigour, 
'and  were  warmly  received  by  the  garrison,  who  fired 
with  great  spirit  till  they  had  burst  almost  air  their  can- 
non, €inli  expended  their  ammunition.  Neither  Mont-^ 
icalm's  promises  or  threats  could  prevail  upon  them  to 
stirrendei^,  while  they  were  in  a  condition  to  defend 
thctoselves,  or  could  reasonaibly  expect  assistance  from 
general  Webb.  They,  even  persisted  to  hold  out,  after 
prudence  dictated  they  ought  to  surrender.  Colonel 
Monro  was  sensible  of  the  importance  of  his  chairge, 
tand  imagined  thai  general  Webb,  though  slow  in  his 
motions,  would  surely  make  some  vigorous  efforts  either 
to  raise  the- siege,  or  force' a  supply  of  ammunition,  pro* 
^visiron,  and  other  necessaries,  into  the  garrison.  At 
length  necessity  obliged  him,  after  sustaining  a  siege 
:^pQ|n  the  3d  tp  the  9tii^  day  of  August,  to  hang  >  o^  a 
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flag  of  truceV  which  was  immediately  answered  hy  the 
Frendb  commander..    Hostages  were  exchanged,  and 
articles  of  capitulaticm  sigiied  by  both  paiiies.     It  was 
stipulated  that  the  garris(Hi  of  Fort  William  Henry,  and 
the  troops  ior  the  retrenched  camp,  should  march  out 
with  their  arms,  the;  baggage  of  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
and  all  the  Usual  necessaries^  of  war,  escorted  by  a  de- 
tachment of  French  troops,  and  interpreters  attached 
to  the;  savages :  that  the  gate  of  the  fort  should  be  deli- 
vered up  to  the  troops  of  the  most  Christian  king>  im- 
mediately after  signing  the  capitulation;  and  the  re-^ 
t|:eiiched  camp  on  the  departure  of  the  British  forces:; 
that  the  artillety,  warlike  stores,  provision,  and  in  gene-^ 
ral  everything  except  the  effects  of  soldiers  and  officers,, 
should,  upon  hoilour,  be  delivered  to  the  French  ti;opps ;: 
for  which  purpose  it  was  agreed  there  should  be  delir 
vered,  with  the  capitulation,,  an  exact  inventory  of  the 
stores  and  other  particulars  specified ;  that  the  garrisoni^ 
of  the  fort,  and  the  troops  in  the  retrenchment  and  der: 
pendencies,  should  not  serve  for  the  space  of  eighte^ 
months  from  the  date  of  the  capitulation,  against  his; 
most  Christian  majesty,  or  his  alliei^ ;  that  with  the  ca- 
pitulatioxK^  there  should  bee  deliveredr  an  exact  state  of  the 
troops,,  specifying  the  names  of  the  officers,  engineers, 
artillerymen,  commissaries;  and  all  employed :  that,  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  Canadians,  women,  and  sayag^^i 
made  prisoners  by  land  since  the  cpijamencemait  of  the 
war  in  North,  America,  should  be  delivered  in  the  spatce^ 
of  three  months  at  Carillon ;  in  return  fot  whom  an 
equal  number  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  William  fleniy 
should  be.  capacitated  to  serve  agreeably  to  the  return 
given  by  the  Eiiglish  officer,  and  the  receipt  of  the 
French  eomnmnding  officers,  of  the  prisoners  so  deliver* 
ed ;..  that  an  officer  should  remain  as  an  hostage,  till  thet 
«afe^  return :  of  the  escort  ^sent  with  the  troops  of  his  Bri-* 
^nmc  losyjesty:  that  the  sick  and  woupdedjinjot  in  a 
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condition  to  be  tmngported  to  Fort  Edward,  should  te* 
infdn  under  the  protection  of  the  mairquis  de  Moiitcalm; 
who  Engaged  to  udethem  with  tendei^Msis  md  humanitfr', 
tod  to  return  them  as  soon  as  recovered :  that  provision 
for  two  days  should  be  issued  out  for  the  British  troops: 
t^t,  in  testimony  of  his  esteem  and  respect  for  colonel 
Monro  and  his  garrison,  on  account  of  their  gallant  de- 
fence, the  marquis  de  Montcalm  should  return  on^  <^an- 
non,  a  six-pounder.     Whether  the  marquis  de  Mont- 
ealm  was  really  assiduous  to  have  these  articles  punctu- 
ally executed,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine;  but  eer« 
lain  it  is,  they  were  perfidiously  broken,  in  almost  e^ry 
instance.     The  savages,  in  the  French  interest,  eidier 
paid  no  regard  to  the  capitulation,  or  were  permitted, 
from  views  of  policy,  to  act  the  most  treacherous^  inha- 
nian,  and  insidious  part.     They  fell  upon  the  Britii^ 
troops  as  they  marched  out,  despoiled  them  bf  their  few 
remaining  effects,  dragged  the  Indians  in  the  English 
service  out  of  their  ranks,  and  assassinated  thenl  with 
circumstances  of  unheard-of  barbarity.     Scnne  British 
soldiers,  with  their  wives  and  children,  are  said  to^^have 
been  savagely  murdered  by  those  brutal  Indians,  whose 
ferocity  the  French  commander  could  not  effectually 
restrain.     The  greater  part  of  the  English  garriton, 
however,  arrived  at  Fort  Edward,  under  the  protection 
<tf  the  French  escort.     The  enemy  demolished  the  fort, 
earried  off  the  eflfects^  provision,  artillery^  and  every 
thing  else  left  by  the  garrison,  together  wit^  the  vessel 
preserved  in  the  lake,  and  dep^arted,  without  pursuing 
their  success  by  any  other  attempt.     Thus  ended  the 
third  campaign  in  America,  where,  with  an  evidefit  su-^ 
periority  over  the  enemy,  an  arnly  of  twenty  Ifhousaud 
regular  troops,  a  great  number  of  provincial  forces;  and 
a  prodigious  naval  power,  not  less  than  twenty  lAips  of 
the  line,  we  abandoned  our  allies,  exposed  our  people, 
suffered  them  to  be  cruelly  massacred  in  sight  of  our 
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troops,  and  rdi&qttiahed  a  large  and  taluable  tract  m 
country,  to  the  eternal  reproach,  and  disgrace  of  liie 
British  name. 

§  XX.  As  to  the  nayal  transactions  in  this  country, 
though  less  infamous,  they  were  not  Id^  unfortunate. 
Immediately  on  lord  Loudoun's  departure  from  Halifax^ 
admiral  Holboum,  now  freed  from  the  care  of  the  transh 
ports,  set  sail  for  Louisbourg,  with  fifteen  ships  of  the 
line,  one  ship  of  fifty  guns,  three  small  frigates,  and  a 
fire-ship.     What  the  object  of  this  cruise  ihight  have 
been,  can  only  be  conjectured.     Some  imagine  curiosiiy 
was  the  admiral's  sole  motive,  and  the  desire  of  inform- 
ing himself  with  certainty  of  the  ^tiemy's  strength,  while 
othersr  persuade  themselves  that  he  was  in  hopes  of  draw- 
ing M.  de  la  Mothe  to  an  engagement,  notwithstanding 
his  stiperiorily  in  number  of  ships  and  weight  of  metal. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  the  British  squadron  appeared  xiff 
Louisbourg  on  the  20th  day  of  August,  and,  approadi* 
ing  within  two  miles  ef  the  batteries,  saw  the  Freoeh 
admiral  make  the  signal  to  unmoor.     Mr.  Holboum  was 
greatly  inferior  in  strength,  and  it  is  obvious  that  his 
design  was  not  to  fight  the  enemy,  as  he  immediately 
made  the  best  of  his  way  to  Halifax,     About  the  middle 
of  September,  being  rdnforced  with  four  ships  of  the 
Une,  he  again  pioceeded  to  Louisbourg,  probably  with 
intention^  if  possibly  to  draw  the  enemy  toan  engage*- 
ment;  but  he  found  de  la  Mothe  too  pendent  to  hazard 
ait  unnecessary  battle,  the  loss  of  which  would  have 
greatly  reposed  all  the  Frenchr  colonies.    Here  the  Eng* 
lish  squadron  continued  cruising  until  the  25th,  when 
they  were  overtaken  by  a  terrible  storm  from  the  south'^ 
ward.     Whai  the  hurricane  began,  the  fleet  were  about 
forty  leagues  distant  from.  Louisbourg;  but  were  driven, 
m  twelve  hours,  within  two  miks^.of  the  rocks^jemd 
breakers  on  that  ooast^  when  the  wind  providentially 
shifted.     The  ship  Tilbury  was  wrecked  upon  the  rocksy 

and  half  her  crew  drowned-     Eleven  ships  were  di»- 
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masted,  others  threw  their  guns  overboard ;  and  all  re-, 
turned  in  a  very  shattered  condition,  to  England,  at  a. 
very  unfavourable  season  of  the  year.     In  this  mannet* 
ended  the  expedition  to  Louisbourg,  more  unfortunate 
to  the  nation  than  the  preceding  designs  upon  Rbche- 
fort;  less  disgraceful  to  the  commanders,  but  equally; 
the  o/bcasion  of  ridicule  and  triumph  to  our  enemies. 
Indeed,  the  unhappy  consequences  of  the  political  dis- 
putes at  home,  the  instability  of  the  administration^,  and^ 
the  frequent  revolutions  in  our  coimcils,  vj^ere  strojiigly 
manifested  by  that  languor  infused  into  all  our  military 
operatioiis,  and  general  unsteadiness  in  our  pursuits. 
Faction,  in  the  mother-country,  produced  divisions  and: 
misconduct  in  the  colonies.     No  ambition  to  signalize 
themselves  appeared  among  the  dfficers,  from  the  un-i 
certainty  whether  their  services  were  to  be  rewarded  or 
conde^mied.     Their  attachment  to  particular  persons 
weakened  the  love  they  ought  to  have  entertained  for 
their  country  in  general,  and  destroyed  that  spirit  of  en-J 
t^rise,  that  firmness  and  resolution,  which  constitutes 
the  commander^  and  without  which  the  best  capacity, 
joined  to  the  most  uncom^tible  integrity,  can  effect 
nothing; 

'  §  XXL'  The  Froich.  king  not  only  exerted  himself 
against  the  English  in  America,  but  even  extended  .his 
operations  to  their  settlanents  in  Africa,  which  he  setnf 
one  of  his  naval  commanders,  with  a  small  squadron,  to 
reduce.     This  gentleman,  whose  name  was  Kersin,  had 
scoured  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  made  prize  of  several 
English  trading  ships ;  but  his  chief  aim  was  to  reduce 
the  castle  at  Cape-coast,  of  which,  had  he  gained  posi 
session,  the  other  subordinate  forts  would  have  submitted 
witKoiit  opposition.     When  Mr.  Bell,  the  governor  of 
this  castle,  Veceived  intelligence  that  M.  de  Kersioi  was  a 
few  leches  to  windwaird,.  and  certamly  intended  to  at-i 
tack  Cape-coast,  his  whole  garrison  did  not  exceed  thirty 
white  meikf.  exclusive^  of  a  few  Mulatto  soldi<eis :  hia 


1757,1  GEQRGE  II.  215 

Stock  of  ammunition  was  reduced  to  half  a  barrel  of 
gunpowder ;  and  his  fortifications  were  so.qrazy  and  inr 
considerable,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the. best  engineers, 
liey  could  not  havejsustained  fpr  twenty  minutes  the  fire 
of  one  great. ship,  had  it  been. properly  directed  and 
maintained.     In  these  circumstanpes,  few  people  woujd 
have  dreamed  of  making  any  preparation  for  defence.; 
,but  Mr.  Bell  entertained  other  sentiments,  and  acquitted 
himself  with  equal  courage  and  discretion!     He  forth- 
.with  procured  a  siipply  of  gunpowder,  and  a  reinforce- 
ment of  about  fijfty  men^  from  certain  trading .  vessels 
,      that  happened  to  be  upon  that. part  of  the, coast.    ,H.e 
ixiounted  some  spare  cannon  upon  an  occasional  battery, 
and  assembling  a  body,  pf  twelve  hundred  negrpes,  well 
amied,  underthe  command  of  their  chief,  on  whose  atr 
taehment  he  could  depend,,  he  ordered  them  to  take  post 
at  the.  place  where  he  apprehended'  the  ^nemy  would 
atteipipt  a  landing.    .Theise  precautions,  were  hardly 
taken,  wheii  the  French  squadron,  consisting  of  two 
:ships  of  the  line^and  a  large  frigate,  appeared,  and  in  sl 
little  time  their  attack  began ;  but  they  met  with  such  a 
^warm  reception,  that  Jn  less  than  two  hours  tjiey.de- 
45isted,.leaying  the  castfe  very  little  damaged^^smdiiinmer 
diately  made  sail  for  the  West  Indies,  very  much  to  the 
-disappointment. and.  mortification  of  the  Dutch. officers 
belonging  to  the  fort  of  Elmina,  in  the^sarrie.neighbqurr 
hood,  who  made  no  scruple  of  eicpressing  their  ivishes 
publicly  in  favour. of  the  French  commodore,  and  at  a 
distance  viewed  the  engagement  with  the  most  parti^ 
^agernjBSS  and  impatience.     M.  de  Kersia was  generally 
blamed  forhis  want,oif  condi^ct  and  rip§olutibn  in  thi? 
attempt ;  but  he  is  said  to  have  been .  deceived  in  his 
opipion  of  the  real  state  of  Cape^coastrcastle.  by  the  yir 
gorousand  resolute  exertions  of  the,  governor,  !and  wa3 
apprehensive  of  losing  a  mast  in  th^, engagement ;  a  loss 
which  he  could  not  have  repaired  on  the  whole  coast  ojF 
•Africa.     Had  the  fort  of  Cape-coaM  been  reduced*  on 
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tkis  occasion,  in  all  probability  every  petty  republii^  of 

the  negroesy  aettied  under  the  protection  of  the  forts  on 
the  Gold-coast,  would  have  revolted  from  the  British 
interest ;  for^  while  the  French  squadron,  in  their  pro* 
gress  along  shore,  hovered  in  the  offing  at  Aimamaboe^ 
to  English  settlement,  a  few  leagues  to  leeward  of  Cape* 
coast,  John  Cortantee,  the  caboceiro,  chief  magistrate 
and  general  of  the  blacks  on  that  part  of  the  coast, 
whose  adopted  son  had,  a  few  years  before,'  been  ca- 
ressed, and  even  treated  as  a  prince  in  England,  taking 
it  for  granted,  that  this  enterprise  of  the  French  would 
be  attended  with  sruccess,  actually  sent  some  of  his  de- 
pendants, with  a  present  of  refreshments  for  their  com- 
iioodore ;  the  delivery  of  which,  however,  was  prevented 
by  Mr.  Brew,  the  English  chief  of  the  fort,  who  shat- 
tend  in  pieces  the  canoe  before  it  could  be  launched, 
and  threatened  with  his  cannon  to  level  the  Black  Town 
with  the  dust  The  caboceiro,  though  thus  anticipated 
m  his  design,  resolved  to  be  among  the  £rst  -vdio  should 
iKotfipliment  M«  de  Kersin  on  bis  victory  at  Cape-coast ; 
and,  with  this  view,  prepared  an  embassy  or  deputation 
to  go  th^re  by  land;  but,  undenrtsmding  diai  the  French 
had  fiuled  in  their  attempt,  he  shifted  his  design,  without 
the  least  liesitalion,  and  dispatched  the  same  embassy  to 
Mr«  Bell,  whom  he  congratulated  on  his  victory,  assur- 
iog  him  he  had  kept  his  m^^i  ready  anned  to  march  at 
the  first  summons  to  his  assistance. 

§  XXII.  In  the  East  Indies,  ihe  scene  was  changed 
greatly  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  Great  Britain. 
There  the  commanders  acted  with  that  hamwny,  spmt, 
and  unanimify,  becomiis^  Britons,  zealous  for  the  credit 
of  their  king  and  the  interest  of  their  country.  We 
left  admiral  WatsKm  and  oolonel  Clive,  adiwicing  to 
Oaloutta,  to  revebge  the  cruel  tragedy  acted  upon  ^eir 
ixmntrymen  the.  preceding  year.  :0n.  the28di  of  De*> 
tftrbbeTy  the  fleet  proceeded  up  fbe  Tiver:  next  day 
eolcMael  Clive  landed,  and,  with  the  abistmce  of  die 
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squadron,  in  twenty-four  hours^  made  himself  master  of 
Busbudgia,  a  place  of  great  strength,  though  very  ill  de<> 
fended.     On  the  let  of  January,  the  admiral,  with  two 
ships,  appeared  before  the  town  of  Calcutta,  and  was 
received  by  a  brisk  fire  from  the  lt)atteries.     This  salute 
was  retnmed  so  warmly,  that  the  enemy's  guns  wefe 
soon  silenced,  and  in  less  than  two  hours,  the  place  and 
fort  were  abandoned.     Colonel  Clive,  on  the  oth^  side, 
had  invested  the  town,  and  made  his  attack  with  that  - 
vigour  and  intrepidity  peculiio*  to  himself,  which  greatly 
contributed  to  the  sudden  reduction  of  the  settlement. 
As  soon  as  the  fort  was  surrendered,  the  brave  and  active 
captain  Coote,  with  his  majesty's  troops,  took  poasassion, 
and  found  nine^-one  pieces  of  cannon,  four  mortars, 
abundance  of  ammimition,  stores,  and  {provision,  with 
every  requisite  for  sustaining  an  obstinate  siege.     Thus 
the  English 'were  re-established  in  the  two  strongest  for* 
tresses  in  the  Ganges,  with  the  inconsiderable  loss  of 
nine  seamen  killed,  and  three  soldiers.     A  few  days 
a£ter,  Hughley,  a  dly  of  great  trade,  situated  higher  up 
the  rivOT,  was  reduced  with  as  litde  difficulty,  but  infi^ 
nibely  greater  prejudice  to  the  nabob,  as  hare  his  store- 
houses of  salt,  and  vast  granaries  for  the  support  of  his 
army,  were  burnt  and  destroyed.     Incensed  at  tlie  al^ 
most  instantaneous  loss  of  all  his  conquests,  and  demo^ 
lition  of  the  city  of  Hughley,  the  viceroy  of  Bengal  dis- 
couraged all  advances  to  an  accommodation  which  was 
proposed  by  the  admiral  and  chiefs  of  the  company,  and 
assembled  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  horse,  and  fifteen 
diousand  foot,  fully  resolved  to  expel  the  English  out  of 
his  dominions,  and  take  ample  vengeance  for  the  disr 
graces  he  had  lately  sustained.     He  was  seen  maarching 
by  the  English  camp  in  his  way  to  Calcutta,  on  the  2d 
dl  February,  where  he  encamped,  about  a  mile  firom  the 
town.     Colonel  Clive  ia^ediately  mad^  application  to 
the  admiral  for  a  i^fosci|Ctei^ ;  and  six  hundred  men, 
ondef  the  qmunaad  of  captam  Warwick,  wete  accord'- 
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jngiy  drafited  fcbm  the  different  ships,,  and  seat  to  assist 
his  liitlie  army.     Clive  drew .  out  his  forces,  advanced  in 
three  columns  towards  the  enemy,  and  began  the  attack 
so  vigorously, -that  ihe"  viceroy  retreat^,  after  a  feeble 
resistance,  with  the.  loss  of  a  thousand  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners,  five  hundred  horses^ 
great  numbers  of  draft  bullocks,  and  four  elephants, 
though  this  advantage  was  less  decisive,  than  could  be 
wished,  yet  it  sufficiently  intimidated  the  nabob,  into 
concessions  much  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the 
company.     Admiral  Watson  gave  him  to  understand  in 
a  letter,  that  this  was  no.  more  than  a  specimen  of  what 
the^British  ^rms,  when  provoked,  could  perform.     The 
suba  desired  the  negotiation  might  be  renewed,  and  in 
a  few  days  ^he  treaty  was  concluded.     He  promised  not 
to:  disturb  the  English  in  any  of  those  privileges  or  pos- 
sessions specified  in  the  firm,  and  granted  by  the  mogul : 
that  all  merchandise  belonging  to  the,  company  should 
pass, and  repass,  in  every  part  of  the  proviiioe  of  Bengal, 
free  of  duly :  that  all  die  English  factories  seized  the 
preceding  year,  or  since,  should  be  restored,  with,  the 
money,  goods,  and  effects  appertaining:  .that. alL da- 
mages.sustained  by  the  English  should  be  repaired,  and 
their  losi^es  repaid :  that  the  English  should  have  liberty 
to,  fortify  Calcutta,  in  whatever  manner  they  thought 
proper,  without  interruption :  that  they  should  have  the 
Kberty  of  coining  all  the  gold. and  bullion  they  imported^ 
which  should  past  current  in  the  province :.  that  he 
would  remain  in  strict  friendship  and  alliance  with  the 
English,  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  heal  lip.  the  late 
divisions,  and  restore  the  former  good  understanding 
between  them*  All  which,  several  articles  were  solemnly 
signfid  and  sealed  with  the  nabob's  owa  hand.    . 
..  ^  JCXIII.  Such  were  the  terms  obtained  for  th^  comr 
pany,  by  the  spirited  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  two 
English  commandei^.     They  had,  however,  too  much 
discernment  to  rely  on  the  promises  of  a  ba]^barian,  who 
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had  so  perfidiously  broken  former  engagements;  but 
they  prudently  dissembled  tHeir.  sentiments,  until  t^ey 
had  thoroughly  reinstated  the  affairs  of  the  company^ 
and  reduced  the  French  power  in  this  province.     In 
order  to  adjust  the  points  that  required  discussion,  the 
select  committee  for  the  company's  affairs,  appointed 
Mr.'  Watts,  who  had  been  released  from  his  former  im- 
prisonment, as  their  commissary  at  the  court  of  the  silba, 
to  whom  he  was  personally  known,  as  well  as  to  his 
ministers,  among  whom  he  had  acquired  a  considerable 
influence.     Nothing  less  could  have  balanced  the  inte- 
rest which  the  French,  by  their  art  of  iritriguing,  had  raised 
among  the  favourites  of  the  viceroy.    While  Mr.  Watts 
was  employed  at  Muxadavad,  in  counter-working  those 
intrigues,  and  keeping  the  suba  steady  to  his  engage- 
ments, the  admiral  and  Mr.  Clive  resolved*  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  armament,  in  attacking  the  French 
settlements  in  Bengal .    The  chief  object  of  their  designs 
was  the  reduction  of  Chandemagore,  situated  higher  up 
the  river  than  Calcutta,  of  considerable  strength,  and 
the  chief  in  importance  of  any  possessed  by^;hat  nation 
in  the  bay.     Colonel  Clive  being  reinforced  by  three 
hundred  men  from  Bombay,  began  his  inarch  to  Chan- 
demagore, at  the  head  of  seven  hundred  Europeans,  and 
one  thousand  six  hundred  Indians,  where,  on  his  first 
arrival,  he  took  possession  of  all  the  out-posts,  except 
one  redoubt,  mounted  with  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
he  left  to  be  silenced  by  the  admiral.     On  the  1 8th  of 
March,  the  admirals,  Watson  and  Pococke,  arrived 
within  two  miles  of  the  French  settlement,  with  the 
Kent,  Tiger,  and  Salisbury  men  of  war,  and  found  theif 
passage  obstructed  by  booms  laid  across  the  river,  and 
several  vessels  sunk  in  the  channel.     These  difficulties 
being  removed,  they  advanced  early  on  the  24th,  and' 
drew  up  in  a  line  before  the  fort,  which  they  battered' 
with  great  fury  for  three  hou^s ;  while  Colonel  Clive 
was  making  his'  approaches  on  the  land  side,  and  play-'* 
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ing  vigorously  from  the  batteries  he  had  raised.    Their 
united  ^orts  soon  obliged  the  enemy  to  submiission.  A 
fli^  of  truce  was  waved  over  the  walls,  and  the  place 
surrendered  by  capitulation;     The  keys  were  delivered 
to  captain  Latham,  of  the  Tiger ;  and  in  the  afiemoon, 
colonel  Clive,  with  the  kill's  troops,  took  possessioar 
Thus  the  reduction  of  a  strong  fortress,  garrisoned  by 
five  hundred  Europeans,  and  onfs  thousand  two  hundred 
Indians,  defended  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
pieces  of  cannon  and  three  mortars,  well  provided  with 
all  kinds  of  stores  and  necessaries,  and  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  ^lemy's  commerce  in  India,  was  ac- 
complished with  a  loss  not  exceeding  forty  men  on  the 
side  of  the  conquerors.     By  the  treaty  of  capitulation, 
the  director,  counsellors,  and  inferior  servants  of  the 
settlement,  were  allowed  to'  depart  with  their  wearing 
apparel :  the  Jesuits  were  permitted  to  take  away  their 
church  ornaments,  and  the  natives  to  remain  in  the  full 
exertion  of  their  liberties ;  but  the  garrison  were  to  con- 
tinue  prisoners  of  war.     The  goods  md  money  found 
in  the  place  were  considerable ;  but  the  principal  ad- 
vantage arose  from  the  ruin  of  the  head  settlement  of  the 
aiemy  on  the  Ganges,  which  could  not  but  interfere 
with  the  English  commerce  in  these  parts. 

§  XXIV.  Success  had  hitherto  attended  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  British  (Commanders,  because  they  were  con- 
certed with  foresight  and  unanimity;  and  executed  with 
that  vigour  and  spirit  which  deservedly  raised  them  high 
in  the  esteem  of  their  country.  They  reduced  the  na- 
bob to  reasonable  terms  of  accommodation  before  they 
alarmed  the  French ;  and  now  the  power  of  the  latter 
was  destroyed,  they  entered  upon  measures  to  oblige  the 
treacherous  viceroy  to  a  strict  performance  of  the  treaty 
he  had  so  lately  signed.  However  specious  his  promises 
were>  they  found  him  extremely  dilatory  in  the  execution 
of  several  articles  of  the  treaty,^  which,  in  effect,  was  the 
same  to  the  English  commerce  as  if  none  had  been  con* 
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eluded.    The  company's  goods  were  loaded  with  Ugih 
duties^  and  several  other  infiraotians  of  thepeaee  com- 
mitted, upon  such  frivolous  pretences,  as  evidently  de-^ 
monstratedy  that  he  sought  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  as 
soon  as  his  projects  were  ripe  for  execution.  Jn  a  word, 
he  discovered  all  along  a  manifest  partiality  to  the  French, 
whose  emissaries  cajoled  him  with  promises  that  he 
should  he  joined  by  such  a  body  of  their  Europeui 
troops,  under  M.  de  Bussy,  as  would  enable  him  to 
crush  the  power  of  the  English,  whom  they  had  taught 
h^  to  fear  and  to  hate.     As  recommencing  hostilities 
against  so  powerful  a  prince,  w^,  in  itself,  dangerous, 
aad,  if  possible,  to  be  avoided,  the  affair  was  laid  before 
ihe  council  of  Calcutta,  and  canvassed  with  all  the  cir- 
cumspection and  caution  that  a  m^isure  required,  on 
which  depended  the  fate  of  the  whole  trade  of  Bengal. 
Mr.  Watts/  from  time  to  time,  sent  them  intelligence  of 
every  transaction  in  the  suba's  cabinet ;.  and,  although 
that  prince  publicly  declared  he  would' cause  him  to  be 
impaled  as  soon  as  the  English  troops  should  be  put  in 
motion  within  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  he  bravely  sacri- 
ficed his  own  safety  to  the  interest  of  the  company,  and 
exhorted  them  to  proceed  with  vigour  in  their  military 
operations.     During  these  deliberations,  a  most  fortu- 
nate incident  occurred,  that  soon  determined  the  coun- 
cil to  come  to  an  open,  rupture.     The  leading  persons 
in  the  vicerpy's  court,  found  themselves  oppressed  by 
his  haughtiness  and  insolence.     The  same  spirit  of  dis- 
content appeai^ed  among  the^  principal  ofEcers  in  his 
army ;  they  were  well  acquainted  with  his  perfidj,  saw 
his  preparations  for  war,  and  were  sensible  that  the  peace 
of  tike  comitry  could  never  be  restored,  unless  either  the 
English  were  expelled,  or  the  nabob  dqposed.     In  con^ 
sequence,  a  plan  was  concerted  for  divesting  hun  of  all 
his  power;  and  the  conspiracy  was  conducted  by  Jaffier 
Ali  Khan,  his  prime  minist^  and  chief  commander, « 
noblem^oi  of  great  influence  aiid  authority  in  the  pro« 
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viiice.  TKe  project  tras  communicated  by"  Ali  Khanto^ 
Mr;  Watts,  and  so  improved  by  tbe  address  of  that  gen- 
tleman, as  in  a  manner  to  ensure  success.  A  treaty  wai? 
actually  concluded  between  this  Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Khan 
and  the  English  company ;  and  a  plan  concerted  with 
this  nobleman  and  the  other  malecontents  for  their  de- 
fectibn  from  the  viceroy.  These  previous  measures  being 
taken,  colonel' Clive  was  ordered  to  take  the  field  witt 
his  little  army .  Admiral  Watsoh  undertook  the  defence 
of  Chandernagore,  and.the  garrison  was^detached  to  re- 
inforce the  colonel,  together  with  fifty  seamen  to  be"  em- 
ployed as  gunners,' and  in  directing  the  artillery.  Then 
Mr.  Watts,  deceiving  the  suba's  spies,  by  whom  he  was 
suirouiided,  withdrew  himself  from  Muxadavad,  aiid 
reached  the  English  camp  insafety.  On  the  19th  of 
June,  a  detachment  was  sent  to  attack  Cutwa  fort  and 
town,  situated' on  that  branch  of  the  "river  forming  the 
ijsland  of  C'assimbuz'ar.  This  place  surrendered  at  the 
first  summons;  and  here  the  colonel  halted  with  the 
ttrniy  for  three  days,  expecting  advices  from  Ali  Khani 
Disappointed  of  the  hoped-for  intelligeiice,  he  crossed' 
the  river,  and  marched  to  Plaissey,  where  he  encamped* 
On  the  23d,  at  day-break,'  the  suba  advanced  to  attack^ 
him,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thousand  horse,  and  near- 
thirty  thousand  infantry,  with  about  forty  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon,  conducted  and  managed  by  French  gunners,  6n 
whose  courage  and  dexterity  he  placed  great  dependance.' 
They  began  to  cannonalde  the  English  camp  about  six  in 
the  morning ;  but  a  severe  shower  falling  at  noon,  they 
withdrew  their  artillery.  Colonel  Clive  seized  this  pp-' 
portumty  to  take  possessioti  of  a  tank  and  two  other 
po^ts  of  consequence,  which  they  in  vain  endeavoured  to^ 
retake.  Then  he  storined  an  angle  of  their  camp,  co- 
vered with  a  double  breast- work,  together  with  an  emi- 
nence which  they  occupied.  At  the  beginning  of  this 
attack,  some  of  their  chiefs  beirig^  slam,  the  men  were  so 
dispirited,  that  they  soon  gave  way';  but  still  Meer  Jaf- 
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fier  Ali  KHan,  who  commanded  their  left  wing,  forbore 
declaring  himself  openly.  After  a  short  contest,'  the 
enemy  were  put  to  flight,  the  nabob's  camp,  baggage, 
and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  taken,  and  a  most  complete 
victory  obtained.  The  colonel,  pursnii^  his  advantage,* 
marched  to  Mnxadavad,  the  capitaV  of  the  province,  and 
was  there  joined  by  Ali  Khan  and  the  malecontents.  It 
was  before  concerted,  that  this  nobleman  should  be  in-* 
ve^ed  with  the  dignity  of  nabob ;  accordingly,  the  co- 
lonel proceeded  solemnly  to  depose  Suraja  Dowlat,  and, 
with  the  same  ceremony,  to  substitute  Ali  Khan  in  hig 
room,  who  was  publicly  acknowledged  by  the  people  as 
suba,  or  viceroy,  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orii^a;  Soon  after,  the  late  viceroy  was  taken  and  put 
to  death  by  bis  successor,  who  readily  complied  with  al| 
the  conditions  of  hi§;  elevation.  He  conferred  on  his 
klUes  very  liberal  rewards,  and  granted  the  company  such 
extraordinary  privileges,  as  fiiUy  demonstrated  how  justly 
he  merited  their  assistance.  By  this  alliance,  and  the 
reduction  of  Chandems^ore,  the  French  were  entirely 
exduded  the  commerce  of  Bengal,  and  its  dependencies; 
thie  trade  of  the  English  company  wa^  restored,  and  in- 
creased beyond  their  most  sanguine  hopes ;  a  new  ally 
wasacquired,  whose  interests  obliged  him  to  remain  firm 
to  his  engagemetits :  a  vast  sum  was  paid  to  the  com- 
pany and  the  siifierers  at  Calcutta,  to  indemnify  them 
for  their  losses  :  the  soldiers  and  seamen  were  gratified 
with  600,000/.  as  a  reward  for  the  courage  and  intre-^ 
pidily  they  exerted ;  and  a  variety  of  other  advantages 
gained,  which  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  enumerate.  In 
a  word,  in  the  space  of  fourteen  days  a  great  revolutioii 
was  e£Pected,  and  the  government  of  a  Vast  country,  sur 
perior  in  wealth,  fertility^  extent,  and  number  of  inha- 
bitants to  most  European  kingdoms,  transferred  by  a 
haiidfdl  of'troops,  conducted  by  an  ofiicer  untutored  in 
the  aijt  of  war,  and  a  general  rather  by  intuition,  than  in- 
struction and'  experiience.  But  the  public  joy  at  these  sig* 
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nal  successes  was  considerably  diminished  by  tke  deftth  of 
admiral  Watson,  and  the  loss  of  Vizagapatam,  an  English 
settlement  on  the  Coromandel  coast.  The  admiral  fell  a 
Tictim  to  the  unwholesomeness  of  the  climate,  on  the 
16th  of  August,  universally  esteemed  and  regreitted ; 
and  the  factory  and  fort  at  Vizagapatam  were  surren- 
dered to  the  French,  a  few  dajrs  after  colonel  Clive  had 
defeated  the  nabob. 

§  XXV,  We  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  where  we  see  the  beginning  of  the  year  maiJced 
with  a  striking  instance  of  the  dreadfiil  effects  of  frantic 
enthusiasm.  France  had  long  enjoyed  a  monarch,  easy, 
complying,  good-natured,  and  averse  to  all  that  wore 
the  appearance  of  business  or  of  war.  Contented  with 
the  pleasures  of  indolence,  he  sou^t  no  gres^ess  be^ 
yond  what  he  enjoyed,  nor  pursued  any  ambitiotis  aim 
through  the  dictates  of  his  own  disposition;  Of  all 
men  on  earth,  such  a  prince  had  the  greatest  reason  to 
expect  an  exemption  from  plots  against  his  person,  and 
cabals  among  his  subjects ;  yet  was  an  attempt  made 
upon  his  life  by  a  man,  who,  though  placed  in  the  lowest 
sphere  of  fortune,  had  resolution  to  face  the  greatest 
dangers,  and  enthusiasm  sufficient  to  sustain,  without 
shrinkiiig,  all  the  tortures  which  the  cruelty  of  man 
could  invent,  or  his  crimes  render  necessary.  The  name 
of  this  fanatic  was  Robert  Francis  Damien,  bom  in  the 
suburb  of  St.  Catherine,  in  the  city  of  Arras.  He  had 
lived  in  the  service  of  several  families,  whence  he  was 
generally  dismissed  on  account  of  the  impatience,  the 
melancholy,  and  suUenness  of  Jiis  disposition.  So  hum* 
ble  was  the  station  of  a  person^  who  was  resolves!  to 
ebsp  forth  from  obscurity,  and,  by  one  desperate  effort, 
draw  upon  himself  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  On 
the '5th  day  of  January,  as  the  king  was  ateppii^  into 
his  coach,  to  retura  to  Trianon,  whence  he  had  that 
day  come  to  Versailles,  Damien,  mingling  among  his 
attendants,  stabbed  him  with  a  knife  oh  the  right  side, 
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betwe^i  &e  foturdi  usd  fiAh  ribs.     His  majesty  apply- 
ing his  hand  immediately  to  his  side,  cried  ou^  ^^  I  am 
womxded !  Seize  him ;  but  do  not  hurt  him."    Happily, 
the  wound  was  not  dangerous ;  as  the  knife  taking  an 
oblique  direction,  missed  the  vital  parts.     As  for  the 
assassin,  he  made  no  attempts  to  escape ;  but,  suffering 
himself  quietly  to  be  seized,  was  conveyed  to  the  guard*^ 
room,  where,* being  interrogated  if  he  committed  the 
horrid  action^  he  boldly  answered  in  the  affirmative.     A 
process  ^^ainst  him  was  instantly  commenced  at  Ver- 
sailles :  many  pe^ons,  supposed  accessaries  to  the  design 
upon  the  king's  life,  were  sent  to  the  Bastile ;  the  assasr 
Bin  himself  was  put  to  the  torture,  and  the  most  excru- 
ciating tonnents  were  applied,  with  intention  to  extort  $l 
confession  of  the  reasons  that  could  induce  him  to  so 
execrable  an  attempt  upon  his  sovereign.     Incisions 
were  made  into  the  muscular  parts  of  his  legs,  arms,  and 
thighs,  into  which  boiling  oil  was  poured.     Every  re- 
finement on  cruelty,  that  human  invention  could  suggest, 
was  practised  without  effect;  nothing  could  overcome 
his  obstinacy ;  and  his  silence  was  construed  into  a  pre- 
sumption, that  he  must  have  had  accomplices  in  th^ 
plot.     To  render  his  punishment  more  public  and  con<» 
spicuous,  he  was  removed  to  Paris,  there  to  undergo  a 
repetition  of  all  his  former  tortures,  with  such  additional 
circumstances,  as  the  most  fertile  and  cruel  dispositions 
could  devise  for  increasing  his  misery  and  torment. 
Beii]^  conducted  to  the  Ooncergerie,  an  iron  bed,  which 
likewise  served  for  a  chair,  was  prepared  for  him,  and 
to  this  he  was  fastened  with  chaiiMi.     The  torture  was 
again  applied,  and  a  physician  ordered  to  attend,  to  see 
what  degree  of  pain  he  could  support     Nothing,  how- 
ever, material  was  extorted ;  for  what  he  one  moment 
confessed,  he  recanted  the  next.     It  is  not  within  our 
province  (and  we  consider  it  as  a  felicity)  to  relate  all 
the  circumstances  of  this  cruel  and  tragical  event.   Sufr 
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ficient  it  is/  that,  after  suffering  the  most  exquisite  tor- 
ments  that  human  nature  coiiild  invent,  or  man  support,* 
his  judges  thought  proper  to  terminatie  his  misery,  by  a 
death  shocking  to  imagination,  and  shameful  to  huma- 
nity. On  the  28th  day  of  March,  he  was  conducted, 
amidst  a  vast  concourse  of  the  populace,  to  the  Greve; 
the  common  place  of  execution,  stripped  naked,  and 
fastened  to  Ae  scaffold  by  iron  gyves.  One  of  his  hands 
was  then  biinit  in  liquid  flaming  sulphur:  histhighsj 
legs,  and  arms,  were  torn  with  red-hot  plincers  ;  boiling 
oil,  melted  lead,  resin,  and  sulphur,  were  poured  into 
the  wounds  ;  tight  ligatures  tied  round  his  limbs  to  pre- 
pare him  for  dismemberment;  young  and  vigorous 
horses  applied  to  the  draught,  and  the  unhappy  criminal 
pulled,  with  all  their  force,  to  the  utmost  extension  of 
his  sinews,  for  the  space  of  an  hour;  during  all  which 
time  he  preserved  his  senses  and  constancy.  At  length 
the  physician  and  surgeon  attending  declared,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  accomplish  the  dismemberment,  unless 
the  tendons  were  separated;  upon  which  orders  were 
given  to  the  executioner  to  cut  the  sinfews  at  the  joints  of 
the  arms  and  legs.  The  horses  drew  afresh :  a  thigh 
and  an  aim'  were  separated,  and,  after  several  piills,  the 
unfortunate  wretch  expired  under  the  extremity  of  paini 
His  body  and  limbs  were  reduced  to  ashes  under  the 
scaffold ;  his  father,  wife,  daughter,  and  family,  banished 
the  kingdom  for  ever ;  the  name  of  Damien  effaced  and 
obliterated,  and  the  innocent  involved  in  the  punishment 
bf  the  guilty.  Thus  ended  the  procedure  against  Damien 
tod  his  family,  in  a  manner  not  very  favourable  to  thd 
avowed  clemency  of  Lewis,  or  the  acknowledged  huma- 
nity of  the  French  nation.  It  appeared,  from  undoubted 
evidence,  that  the  attempt'  on  the  king's  life  was  the 
result  of  insanity,  and  a  disturbed  imagination.  Several 
instances  of  a  disordered  mind  had  before  been  observed 
fn  his  conduct,  and  the  detestation  justly  due  to  the 
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enormity  of  his  crime  ought  novf  to  have  been  absorbed 
ipthe  consideration  of  his  misfortune,  the  greatest  that 
can  befal  human  nature.\ 

§  XXVJ.  Another  remarkable  event  in  France,  in 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  was  the  change  in  the  mi- 
nistry of  that  nation,  by  the  removal  of  M.  de  Machault, 
keeper  of  the  seals,  from  the  post  of  the  secretary  of 
state  for  the  marine:  and  of  M.  d'Argenson  from  that 
of  secretary^ at. war.  Thdr  dismission  was  sudden  and 
unexpected;  nor  was  any  particular  reason  assigned  for 
this. very  unexpected  alteration.  The  French  king,  to 
shew  the  queen,  of  Hungary  how  judiciously  she  had 
acted  in  forming  an  alliance  with  the  house  of  Bourbon, 
raised  two  great  armies;  the  first  of  which,  composed 
of  near  eighty  thousand  men,  the  flower  of  the  Fxench 
troops,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery,  was  commianded  by 
M.  d'Etrees,  a  general  of  great  reputation;  under  whonj 
served  M.  de  .Coptades,  M;  Chevert,  and  the  count  de 
St.  Germain,  all  officers  of  high  character.  This  for- 
midable army  passed  the  Rhine  early  in  the  spring,  and 
marched  by  Westphalia,  in  order  .to  invade  the  king  of 
Prussia's  dominions,  in  quality  of  allies  to  the  empress- 
queen,  and  guardians  .of  the  .liberties  of  the  empire^. 
But  their  real  view  was  to  invade  Hanover,  a  scheme 
which  they  knew  would  make,  a  powerful  diversion  of 
the. British  force  from  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in.other 
parts  of  the  world,,  where  the  strength  of  France  could 
not  be  fully,  exerted,  and  where  their  most  valuable  in- 
.tierests  were  at  stake.  .They  flattered  themselves,  more?* 
oyer,  that.tKe.samjB  blow,  by  which  they  hoped  to  crush 
.tbe  king:Pf  Prussia,  might  likewise  /force  his  Britannic 
roajesty  into  some  concessions  with  regard  to  America. 
The  other  army  of  the ,  French,  commanded  by  the 
'  j)rince  de  Soubise,  was  destined,  to  strengthen  the  impe- 
rial army  of  execution,  consisting  of  twenty-five  thousand 
'men,  besides  six  thousand  Bavarians,  and  four  tiiousand 
Wirtembergers.     But  before  these  troops,  under  Sou- 
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biae,  parsed  the  Rhine,  they  made  themselves  masters 
of  several  places  belon^g  to  the  king  of  Prussia  upon 
the  borders  of  the  Low  Countries  ;*  whilst  a  detachment 
from  d'Etrees'  army  seized  upon  the  town  of  Embden, 
and  whatever  else  belonged  to  the  same  monarch  in 
East  Friesland. 

§  XXVII.  At  the  close  of  the  last  campaign,  the  king 
of  Prussia  having  gained  a  petty  advantage  over  the  im^ 
perialists,  under  the  command  of  mareschal  Brown,  and 
incorporated  into  his  own  troops  a  great  part  of  the 
Saxon  ^umy  taken  prisoners  at  Pima,  as  Wjss  observed 
before,  retired  into  winter-quarters,  until  the  season 
should  permit  him  to  improve  these  advantages.     His 
majesty  and  mareschal  Keith  wintered  in  Saxony,  having 
their  cantonments  between  Pima  and  the  frontier  along 
the  Elbe;  and  mareschal  Schwerin  returning  into  Silesia, 
took  up  his  quarters  in  the  country  of  Glatz.     In  the 
meantiine  the  empress-que^,  finding  the  force  which 
she  had  sent  out  against  the  king  of  Prussia  was  not 
sufficient  to  pievent  his  designs,  made  the  necessaiy  re<- 
quisitiond  to  her  allies  for  the  auxiliaries  they  bad  en* 
gaged  to  furnish.     In  consequence  of  these  requisitioits, 
the  czarina,  tme  to  her  ei^agements,  dispatched  abave 
a  hundred  thousand  of  her  troops,  who  began  their  march 
in  the  month  of  November,  and  proceeded  to  the  borders 
of  Lithuania,  with  design -particularly  to  invade  Ducal  ' 
Prussia,  whilst  a  strong  fleet  was  equipped  in  the  Bidttc^ 
to  aid  the  iterations  of  this  numerous  ani^.    The  Aus^ 
trian  army,  assemble^d  in  Bohemia,  amounted  to  upwards 
of  fourscore  thouusaod  men,  commanded  by  prince 
Charles  of  LcMrcaine  and  mareschal  Brown.  The  Swedes 
had  not  yet  openly  declared  themselves;  but  it  was  well 
known  that  though  thdr  king  was  allied  in  blood  and 
inclination  to  his  Prassian  majesty,  yet  the  jealousy 
which  the  isenate  of  Swed^i  entertained  of  their  sove^ 


fa^  kSv  of  jpruwia  had  indidianm  bk  gaxiisoli  £pobi  GI«v«i,  not  wiikottt 
don  of  havinff  pnipoflely  left  ibis  door  op«n  to  the  enemy,  that  their  irmptkA 
^tpauny  mdfiA  hasteii  llie  retoluttonB  of  the  BritiBh  minutry. 
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reign.  ^  *e  hope  of  ,«oy«ing  Adr  «■««.  ,o«.. 
sioQi^  in  Pomerania  by  means  of  the  pfesent  troubles^ 
together  with  their  old  attachment  to  France,  newly  ce- 
mented by  intrigues  and  subsidies,  would  certainly  in^ 
duce  them  to  join  the  geneml  confederacy.  The  duke 
of  Mecklenburgh  took  the  same  party,  and  agreed  to  join 
the  Swedish  army,  when  it  should  be  assembled,  with 
six  thousand  me!n.  Besides  all  these  preparations  i^ainst 
the  king  of  Prussia,  he  was,  in  his  quality  of  elector  of 
Brandenburgh,  put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire  by  the 
Aulic  council;  declared  deprived  of  all  his  rights,  pri- 
vileges, and  prerogatives ;  his  fiefs  were  escheated  into 
the  exchequa-  of  the  empire:  and  all  the  circles  accord- 
iti^ly  ordered  to  furnish  their  respective  contingencies 
for  putting  this  sentence  into  execution. 

§  XXVIIL  In  this  dangerous  situaticm,  thus  menaced 
on  all  sides,  and  seemingly  on  the  very  brink  of  inevit^ 
able  destriM^tion,  the  Prussian  monaicU  owed  his  preser- 
vatioQ  to  his  own  courage  and  activity*  The  Russians, 
knowing  tiiat  the  country  they  were  to  pass  through,  in 
th^r  way  to  Lith^oania,  would  not  be  able  to  subsist  their 
prodigious  numbers,  had  taken  care  to  furnish  lhem«> 
sdves  with  provisions  for  Aet  maich,  depe^ing  upon 
the  resources  tiug^  expected  to  find  in  Lithuania  after 
their,  arrival  in  that  countary.  These  provi^ns  were 
exhaiKited  by  the  time  diey  reached  the  borders  4>f  that 
province,  where  they  fomad  themselves  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  destitute  of  subsistaice,  eitiber  to  return 
b«ek  or  to  proceed  forwnrd.  The  king  of  Prussia  had, 
widi  great  prudence  and  foresi^t,  sea»red  plenty  to 
}dmasMy  send  distress  and  famine  to  his  eii«nies,  bj  bay- 
ing lip  «ili  the  eom  and  forage  of  the  country,  which 
these  iastwere  eacxtering.  Notwithstairding  these  pce<- 
CflxJEtions,  im  Prussian  majesty,  to  guaard  as  much  as~ 
conM  be  against  every  possM^le^rvi^  4sent  a  great  mant- 
faerof  gunners  and  matrosses  &om  Pomerama  to  Memel, 
w^k  thiree  reghnents  ^  bis  tropps  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
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risoa  of  that  place.     He  visited  all  the  posts  which  hi^ 
troops  possessed  in  Silesia,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders 
for  their  security.     He  repaired  to  Niess,  where  he  setr 
tied,  with  mareschal  Schwerin  the  general  plan  of  the 
operations  of  the  approaching  campaign.     There  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  mareschal's  army  in  Silesia,  which  conr 
sisted  of  fifty  thousand  men,  should  have  in  constant  viei^ 
the.motions  of  the  royal  army,  by  which  its  own  were 
.to  be  regulated,  that  they  might  both  act  in  conqeirt,  as 
circumstances  should  require.     At  the  same  time  other 
armies  were  iaussembled  by  the  king  of  Prussia  in  Lusa- 
tia  and  Voigtland;  twenty  thousand  men  werercollected 
^t  Zwickaw,  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  towards  Egra, 
under  the  command  of  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt-Dessau; 
.and  sixty  thousand  chosen  troops  began  their  march  to- 
wards Great  Zedlitz,  where  their  head-quarters  were 
settled..    Ill  the  meanwhile,  the  Austrian  troops  began 
ix):  form  on  the  frontiers  of  Saxony,  where  some  of  their 
detachments  appeared  to  watch  the  motions  of  the.  Prus- 
)9ia^s,  who  still  continued  to  pursuetheir  operations  with 
great  activity  and  resolution.     AH  possible  care  was 
taken  by  the  Prussians  at  Dresden  to  secure  a  retreatin 
case  of  a  defeat.     As .  only  one  regiment  of  Prussians 
could  be  spared  to  remain  there  in  garrison,  the  burghers 
were  disarmed,  their  arms  deposited  in  the  arsenal,  .and 
a. detachment, was  posted  at  Konigsteinj  to  oblige, tha): 
fortress  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality.  All  correspondence 
with  the  enemy  was  strictly  prohibited;  andithavingbeen 
discovered  that  the  countess  of  Ogilvy,  one  of  the  queen's 
maids  of  honour,  h^-d  disobeyed  his  majesty's  commands, 
she  was, arrested;  but  on  the  queen's  intercession  aftexr 
ward  released.  The  countess  of  Bruhl,  lady  of  the  Saxon 
prime  miiiister,  wai^  also  arrested  by  his  Prussian  majesty's 
order;  and  on  her  making  light  of  her  confinen;ient^  and 
resolving  to  see  company,  she  was  ordered  to  quit  the  ■court 
and  retire  from  Saxony.    M.  Henwin,  the  French  minister, 
.was  told  that  his  presence  was  Unnecessary  at  Dresden; 
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and  on  his  replying  that  his  master  had  command^jl  hint 
to  stay,  he  was  again  desired  to  depart;  on  which  he 
thought  proper  to  obey*  The  count  de  Wackerbath,  mi- 
nister of  the  cabinet,  and  grpind-master  of  the  household 
to  the  prince  royal  of  Poland,  was  arrested  and  conducted 
to  Custrin,  by  the  express  command  of  his  majesty.  The 
king  of  Prussia  having  thrown  two  bridges  over  the  Elbe 
early  in  the  spring,  ordered  the  Several  districts  of  the 
electorate  of  Saxony  to  supply  him  with  a  great  number 
of  waggons  each  drawn  by  four  horses.  The  circle3  of 
Misnia  and  Leipsic  were  enjoined  to  furnish  four  hun-? 
dred  each,  and  the  other  circles  in  proportion. 

4  XXIX.  While  the  king  of  Pnissia  was  taking  these 
measures^  in  Saxony,  two  skirmishes  happened  on  the 
frontiers  of  Bohemia,  between  his  troops  and  the  Aus^ 
trians.  On  the  20th  of  February,  a  body  of  six  thou-^ 
sand  Austrians  surrounded  the  little  town  of  Hirschfield, 
in  upper  Lusatia,  garrisoned  by  a  battalion  of  Prussian 
foot.  The  first  attack  was  made  at  four  in  the  morning, 
on  two  redoubts  without  the  gates,  each  of  which  was 
defended  by  two  field  pieces :  and  though  the  Austrians 
were  several  times  repulsed,  they  at  last  made  themselves 
Qiasters  of  one  of  the  redoubts,  and  carried  off  ther  two 
pieces  of  cannon.  In  their  retreat,  they  were  pursued 
by  the  Prussians,  who  fell  flpon  their  rear,  killed  some, 
and  took  many  prisoners;  this  affair  cost  the  Austrians 
at  least  five  hundred  men.  About  a  fortnight  after,,  the 
prince  of  Bevern  marched  out  of  Zittau,  with  a  body  of 
near  nine  thousand  men,  in  order  to  destroy  the  remain-^ 
ing  strong  holds  possessed  by  the  Austrians  on  the  fron-. 
tiers.  In  this  expedition  he  took  the  Austrian  magazine 
at  Friedland,  in  Bohemia,  consisting  of  nine  thousand 
sacks  of  meal,  and  great  store  of  ammimition ;  and  after 
making  himself  master  of  Reicheijiberg,  he  returned  to 
Zittau.  The  van  of  his  troops,'  consisting  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  hussars  of  the  regimeiit'of  Putkammer,  met 
with  a  body  of  six  hundred  Croats,  sustained  by  twe^ 
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hundred  Austrian  dragoons  of  Bathiania,  at  tlieir  enter- 
ing Bohemia;  and  immediately  fell  upon  them  sword  in 
hand,  killed  about  fifty ,  took  thirty  horses,  and  made  ten 
dragoons  prisoners.  The  Prussians,  it  is  said,  did  not 
lose  a  single  man  on  this  occasion ;  and  two  soldiers  only 
were  slightly  wounded,  the  Austrians  having  niade  but 
a  slight  resistance. 

-  §  XXX.  Whatever  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
might  have  been  to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  still,  how- 
ever, proper  regard  was  shewn  to  the  subjects  of  this 
crown:  for  an  edict  was  published  at  Florence  on  the 
13th  of  February,  wherein  his  imperial  majesty,  as  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany,  declared  his  intention  of  observing 
the  most  scrupulous  neutrality  in  the  then  situation  of 
affairs.  All  the  ports  in  that  dutchy  were  accordingly 
enjoined  to  pay  a  strict  regard  to  this  declaration,  in  all 
^ases  relating  to  the  French  or  English  ships  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  good  effects  of  this  injunction 
i^oon  appeared;  for  two  prizes,  tak«i  by  the  English^ 
haying  put  into  Porto  Ferraro,  the  captains  of  two 
French  privateers  addressed  theinselves  to  the  governor, 
alleging,  that  they  were  captures  of  a  pirate,  and  request^ 
ing  that  they  might  be  obliged  to  put  to  sea :  but  the 
governor  prudently  replied,  that,  as  they  came  in  under 
English  colours,  he  would  |)rotect  them;  aini  forbade 
the  privateers,  at  their  peril,  to  commit  any  violence^ 
They,  however,  little  regarding  the  governor's  orders,  pre^ 
jpartd  for. sailing,  and  sent  their  boats  to  cut  out  one  of 
the  prizes^  The  captain,  firing  at  their  boats^  killed  one 
of  their  men,  which  alarming  the  sentinels,  notice  was 
sent  to  the  governor;  and  he,  inconsequence,  ordered 
the  two  privateers  immediately  to  depart.— The  conduct 
of  the  Diitch  was  rather  cautious  than  spirited.  Whilst 
his  Prussian  majesty  was  employed  on  the  side  of  Bohe^^ 
mia>  and  Saxony,  the  French  auxiliaries  began  their 
march  to  harass  his  defenceless  territories  in  the  neig^-^ 
hourhood  of  the  Low  Countries.     A  free  passage  Wa» 
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demanded  of  the  states-getieral  through'  Namur  and 
Maestricht,  for  the  provisions,  ammunition,  and  artillery 
belonging  to  this  new  army :  and  though  the  English 
ambassador  remonstrated  against  their  compliance,  and 
represented  it  as  a  breach  of  the  neutrality  their  high 
mightinesses  declared  they  would  observe,  yet,  after  some 
hesitation,  the  demand  was  granted ;  and  their  inability 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  French  troops,  should  it  be 
attempted  by  force,  pleaded  in  excuse  of  their  conduct* 
§  XXXI.  Scarcely  had  the  French  army,  commanded 
by  the  prince  de  Soubise,  set  foot  in  the  territories  of 
Juliers  and  Cologne,  when  they  found  themselves  in  pos* 
session  of  the  dutchy  of  Cleves  and  the  county  of  Marck, 
where  all  things  were  left  open  to  them,  the  Prussians, 
who  evacuated  their  posts,  taking  their  route  along  the 
river  Lippe,  in  order  to  join  some  regiments  from  Mag- 
debourg,  who  were  sent  to  facilitate  their  retreat.'  Th-ef 
distressed  inhabitants,  thus  e:lcposed  to  the  calamities'  of 
war  from  an  unprovoked  enemy,  were  instaiitly  ordered 
to  fomish  contributions,  forage,  and  provisions,  foir  th^ 
use  of  their  invaders;  and  what  was  still  moref  terrifying 
to  them,  the  partisan  Fischer,  whose  cruelties,  the:  last 
war,  they  still  remembered  with  horror,  was  again  let 
looi^e  upoii  them  by  the  inhmnanity  of  the  empress- 
queen'.  Wesel  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  French : 
Einmerick  and  Maseyk  s^on  shared  the  same  fate ;  and 
the  city  of  Gueldres  was  besieged,  the  Prussians  seeming 
resolved  to  defend  this  last  place:  to  which  erid  they 
opened  the  sluices,  and  laid  the  coimtry  under  water^ 
Those  who  retreated,  filmg  off  to  the  north-west  of 
Paderbom,  entered  the  coimty  of  Ritberg,  the  property- 
of  count  Caunitz  Ritberg;  great  chancellor  to  the  em- 
press-queen. After  taking  his  castle,  in  which  they 
fouoid  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  they  raised  contributions,^ 
in  die  district,  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  crowns.. 
As  the  Prussians  retired,  the  French  took  possession  of 
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the  coantry  they  quitted  in  the  name  pf  the  empress-* 
queen,  whose  commissary  attended  them  for  lliat  jMir- 
pose.  The  general  rendezvous  of  these  troops,  under 
prince  Soiibise,  was  appointed  at  Neuss,  in  the  electorate 
of  Cologne,  where  a  large  body  of  French  was  assembled 
by  the  1st  of  ApriL  The  Austrians,  in  their  turn,  werq 
-not  idle.  Marshal  Brown  visited  the  fortifications  of 
Brinn  and  Koninsgratz :  reviewed  the  army  of  the  late 
prince  Picolomini,  now  under  the  command  of  general  ' 
Serbelloni ;  and  put  his  own  army  in  march  for  Kostlitz, 
on,  the  Elbe,  where  he  proposed  to  establish  his  head-* 
quarters. 

,   §  XXXII.  During  the  recess  of  the  armies,  while  the 
rigours  of  winter  forced  them  to  suspend  their  hostili^ 
operations,  and  the*  greatest  preparations  were  making 
to  open  the  campaign  with  all  possible?  vigour,  count 
Bestucheff,  great  chancellor  of  Russia,  wrote  a  circular 
letter  to  the  primate,  senators,  and  ministers  of  the  re-, 
public  of  Poland,  setting  forth,  '^  That  the  empress  of 
Russia  was  extremely  affected  with  the  king  of  Poland  3 
distress,  which  she  thought  could  not  but  excite  the  com- 
passion of  all  other  powers,  but  more  especially  pf  ^his 
allies ;  that  the  fatal  consequences  which  might  result 
from  the  rash  step  taken  by  the  king  of  Prussia,  not  only 
with  respect  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  in  general,  but 
of  each  power  in  particular,  and  more  especially  of  the 
neighbouring  countries,  were  so  evident,  that  the  interest 
and  safety  of  the  several  princes  rendered  it  absolutely 
necessary  they  should  make  it  a  conmion  cause:  not 
only  to  obtain  proper  satisfaction  for  those  courts  whose 
dominions  had  been  so  unjustly  attacked,  but  likewise 
to  prescribe  such  bounds  to  the  king  of  Prussia  as  might 
secure  them  from  any  future  apprehensions. from  so  en- 
terprising and  restless  a  neighbour :  that,  with  this  view, 
the  empress  was  determined  to  assist  the  king  of  Poland 
with  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  which  were  actually 
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upon  their  march,^  under  the  command  of  general 
Apraxin;-  and  that,  as  there  would  beanabsolute  necessity 
for  their  marching  through  part  of  the  territories  of  Po- 
land, her  imperial  majesty  hoped  the  republic  would  not 
fail  to  facilitate  their  march  as  much  as  possible."  She 
farther  recommended  to  the  republic,  to  take  some  salu- 
tary measures  for  frustrating  the  designs  of  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  restoring  harmony  among  themselves,  as 
the  most  conducive  measure  to  these  good  purposes.  In 
this,  however,  the  Poles  were  so  far  from  following'  her 
advice,  that,  though  sure  of  being  sacrificed  in  this  con- 
test, which  side  soever  prevailed,  they  divided  into  parties 
with  no  less  zeal,  than  if  they  had  as  much  to  hope  from 
ihe  prevalence  of  one  side,  as  to  fear  from  that  of  the 
other.  Some  of  the  Palatines  were  for  denying  a  pas- 
sage to  the  Russians,  and  others  were  for  affording  them 
the  utmost  assistance  in  their  power.  With  this  cause 
of  contention,  (^hers  of  a  more  private  nature  fatally 
concurred,  by  means  of  a  misunderstanding  between  the 
prince  Czartorinski  and  count  Mnisnec.  Almost  every 
inhabitant  of  Warsaw  was  involved  in  the  quarrel ;  and 
the  violence  of  these  factions  was  so  great,  that  scarce  a 
night  passed  without  bloodshed,  many  dead  bodies, 
chiefly  Saxons,  being  found  in  the  streets  every  morning. 
§  XXXIII.  In  the  mean  time,  Great  Britain,  unsettled 
in  her  ministry  and  councils  at  home,  unsuccessful  in 
her  attempts  abroad,  judging  peace,  if  it  could  be  ob«- 
tained  on  just  and  honourable  terms,  more  eligible  than 
a  continental  war,  proposed  several  expedients  to  the 
empress-queen  for  restoring  the  tranquillity  of  Ger- 
many :  but  her  answer  was,  "That,  whenever  she  per- 
ceived that  the  expedients  proposed  would  indemnify  her 
for  the  extraordinary  expenses  she  had  incurred  in  her 
own  defence,  repair  the  heavy  losses  sustained  by  her 
ally  the  king  of  Poland,  and  afford  a  proper  security  for 

*Tbi8  letter  wa«  written  in  Deceml>er^  and  the  Rutsians,  as  we  obaenred  be- 
toitf  began  tbeh  march  in  NoTsmber.  ^ 
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their  future  safety,  3he  should  be  ready  to  give  the  s^jae 
proofs  she  had  always  given  of  her  desire  to  restore 
peace ;  but  it  could  not  be  expected  she  should  listen  to 
expedients,  of  which  the  Mng  of  Prussia  was  to  reap  the 
•whole  advantage,  after  having  begun  the  war,  and  wastedL 
the  dominions  of  a  prince,  who  relied  for  his  security 
upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  appearance  of  harmony 
between  them,".  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  answer,  the 
court  of  London  made  several  proposals  to  the  czarina^ 
to  interpose  as  mediatrix  between  the  courts  of  Vieniiat 
and  Berlin,  but  they  were  rejected  with  marks  of  dis- 
pleasure and  resentment.  When  sir  Charles  Hanbury 
Williams,  the  British  ambassador,  continued  to  urge  his 
solicitations  very  strongly,  and  even  with  some  hints  oE 
menaces,  an  answer  was  delivered  to  him  by  order  of  the 
etnpress^  purporting,  "  That  her  imperial  majesty  was 
astonished  at  his  demand,  after  he  had  already  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  measures  she  had  taken  to 
effect  a  reconciliation  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Berlin.  He  might  easily  conceive,  as  matters  were  then 
situated,  that  the  earnestness  with  which  he  now  urged 
the  same  proposition  must  necessarily  surprise  her  im^ 
perial  majesty,  as  it  shewed  but  little  regard  to  her  for^ 
mer  declaration.  The  empress,  therefore,  commanded 
his  excellency  to  be  told,  that,  as  her  intentions  con- 
tained in  her  first  answer  remained  absolutely  invariable, 
no  ult^rior  propositions  for  a  mediation  would  be  listened 
ifi ;  and  that  as  for  the  menaces  made  use  of  by  his  ek*^ 
ceU^ajcy,  and  particularly  that  the  king  of  Prussia  him- 
self would  soon  attack  the  Russian  army,  such  threats 
served  only  to  weaken  the  ambassador's  proposals ;  ta 
eorAfxa  still  inore>  were  it  possible,  the  empress  in  her 
resolutions ;  to  justify  them  to  the  whole  world,  and  ta 
render  the  king  of  Prussia  more  blaniable.", 

§  XXXIV.  The  season  now  drawing  on  jn  which  the 
troops  of  the  contending  powers  would  be  able  to  take' 
the  field,  and  the  alarming  progress  of  the  Russiansi 
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being  happily  stop]ped,  his  Prussian  majesty,  whose 
maxim  it  has  always  been  to  keep  the  seat  of  war  as  far 
as  possible  from  his  own  dominions,  resolved  to  carry  it 
into  Bohemia,  and  there  to  attack  the  Austrians  on  all 
sides.  To  this  end  he  ordered  his  armies  in  Saxony^ 
Misnia,  Lusatia,  and  Silesia,  to  enter  Bohemia  in  four 
different  and  opposite  places,  nearly  at  the  same  time. 
The  first  of  these  he  commanded  in  person,  assisted  by 
mareschal  Keith ;  the  second  was  led  by  prince  Maurice 
of  Anhalt- Dessau,  the  third  by  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Bninswick-Bevem,  and  the  fourth  by  mareschal  Schwe^^ 
lift.  In  consequence  of  this  plan,  miaresc^ial  Schwerin's 
army  entered  Bohemia  on  the  18th  of  April,  in  five  co^ 
lumns,  at  as  many  different  places.  The  design  Was  so 
well  concerted,  that  the  Austrians  had  not  the  least  sus> 
picion  of  their  approach  till  they  were  past  the  frontiers^ 
and  then  they  filled  the  dangerous  defile  of  Guldet-Oelse 
with  Pandours,  to  dispute  that  passage;  but  they  w^re  no 
tooner  discovered,  than  two  battalions  of  Prussian  grena*- 
diers  attacked  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and  routed 
them.  The  prince  of  Anhalt  passed  the  frontiet*s,  fronk 
Misnia,  and  penetrated  into  Bohemia  on  the  21st  of 
April,  without  any  resistance.  The  prince  of  Bevem, 
on  the  20th  of  the  same  thonth,  having  marched  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  the  army,  which  was  in  Lusatid,  from 
the  quarters  of  cantonment  near  Zittau,  possessed  him- 
self immediately  of  the  first  post  on  the  frontier  of  Bo- 
hemia, at  Krouttau  and  Grasenstein,  Without  the  loss  of 
a  sikkgle  man :  drove  away  the  enemy  the  same  day  froift 
Kratzen,  and  proceeded  to  Machendorf,  near  Reichen- 
hetg.  The  same  morning,  Putkammer's  hussars,  wh6 
formed  part  of  a  <jorps,  commanded  by  a  colonel  and 
majo^,  routed  some  htmdreds  of  the  enemy's  cuirassiers, 
posted  before  Cohlin,  under  the  cotidu<it  of  prince  Lich- 
tenstein,  took  three  ofiicers  and  upwards  6f  i^ixty  hbfse 
prisoners,  and  so  dispersed  the  rest,  that  they  were 
neai-^ely  abk  to  rally  near  Kratzen.     Night  Coming  bh 
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obliged  the  troops  to  remain  in  the  open  air  till  the?  next 
morning,  when,  at  break  of  day,  the  Prussians  marched 
in  two  columns  by  Habenddrf,  towards  the  enemy's 
army,  amounting  to  twenty-eight  thousand  men,  com- 
manded by  count  Konigseg,  and  posted  iiear  Reichen- 
berg.     As  soon  as  the  troops  were  formed,  they  ad- 
vanced towards  the  enemy's  cavalry,  drawn  up  in  three 
lines  of  about  thirty  squadrons.     The  two  wings  were 
sustained  by  the  infantry,  which  was  posted  among  felled 
trees  and  intrenchments.     The  Prussians  immediately 
cannonaded  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  received  it  with 
resolution,  having  on  their  right  hand  a  village,  and  on 
their  left  a  wood,  where  they  had  intrenched  themselves. 
But  the  prince  of  Bevern  having  caused  fifteen  squadrons 
of  dragoons  of  the  second  line  to  advance,  and  the  wood 
on  his  right  hand  to  be  attacked  at  the  same  time  by  the 
battalions  of  grenadiers  of  Kahlden  and  of  Moellendorf 
and  by  the  regiment  of  the  prince  of  Prussia,  his  dra- 
goons, who,  by  clearing  the  ground,  and  possessing  the 
intrenchment,  had  their  flanks  covered,  entirely  routed 
the  enemy's  cavalry.    In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Putkam- 
mer  and-  major  Schenfeld,  with  their  hussars,  though' 
flanked  by  the  enemy's  artillery,  gave  the  Austrian  horse- 
grenadiers  a  very  warm  reception,  while  general  Leste- 
witz,  with  the  left  wing  of  the  Prussians,  attacked  the 
redoubts  that  covered  Reichenberg.    Though  there  were 
many  defiles  and  rising  grounds  to  pass,  all  occupied  by 
the  Austrians,  yet  the  regiment  of  Darmstadt  forced  the 
redoubt,  and  put  to  flight  and  pursued  the  enemy,  after 
some  discharge  of  their  artillery  and  small  arms,  from 
one  eminence  to  another,  for  the  distance  of  a  mile,  when 
they  left  off*  the  pursuit.     The  action  began  at  half  an 
houi'  after  six,  and  continued  till  eleven.     About  one 
thousand  of  the  Austrians  were  killed  and  wounded; 
among  the  former  were  general  Porporati  and  count 
Hqhenfelds,  and  among  the  latter  prince.  Lichten^«in 
and  count  Mansfeld.     Twenty  of  their  officers,  and  jfour 
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hundred  soldiers,  were  taken  prisoners,  ^nd  they  also 
lost  three  standards.  On  the  side  of  the  Prussians, 
seven  subalterns,  and  about  a  hundred  men,  were  killed, 
and  sixteen  officers  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  wounded. 
After  this  battle,  mareschal  Schwerin  joined  the  prince 
of  Bevem,  made  himself  master  of  4he  greatest  part  of 
the  circle  of  Buntzlau,  and  took  a  considerable  magazine 
from  the  Austrians,  whom  he  dislodged.  The  prince 
Anhalt-Dessau,  with  his  corps,  drew  near  the  king  of 
Prussia's  army ;  then  the  latter  advanced  as  far  as  Budin, 
from  whence  the  Austrians,  who  had  an  advantageous 
camp  there,  retired  to  Westwam,  half  way  between 
Budin  and  Prague ;  and  his  Prussian  majesty  having 
passed  the  Egra,  his  army,  and  that  of  mareschal  Schwe- 
jin,  were  so  situated,^  as  to  be  able  to  act  jointly.  •  . 
§  XXXy.  These  advantages  were  but  a  prelude  to  a 
much  more  decisive  victory,  which  the  king  himself 
gained  a  few  days  after.  Preparing  to  enter  Bohemia, 
at  a  distance  from  any  of  the  corps  commanded  by  his 
generals,  he  made  a  movement  as  if  he  had  intended  to 
march  towards  Egra,  The  enemy,  deceived  by  this  feint^ 
and  imagining  he  was  going  to  execute  some  design, 
distinct  from  the  object  of  other  armies,  detached  a  body 
of  twenty  thousand  men  to  observe  his  motions ;  then  he 
made  a  sudden  and  masterly  movement  to  the  left,  by 
which  he  cut  off  all  communication  bet'^een  that  detach-* 
ment  and  the  main  army  of  the  Austrians,  which,  having 
been  reinforced  by  the  army  of  Moravia,  by  the  remains 
of  the  corp3  lately  defeated  by  the  duke  of  Bevem,  and 
by  several  regiments  of  the  garrison  of  Prague,  amounted 
to  near  a  hundred  thousand- men.  They  were  strongly 
intrenched  on  the  banks  of  the  Moldaw,  to  the  north  of 
Prague,  in  a  camp  so  fortified  by  every  advantage  of 
nature,  and  every  contrivance  of  art,  as  to  be  deemed 
almost  impregnable.  The  left  wing  of  the  Austrians, 
thus  situated,  was  guarded  by  the  mountains  of  Ziscka, 
and  ,  the  Ti%hi  eM^nd^d  fus  farrai?  JJi^rbohQli:   princcj 
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Obai*!^  of  Lorraine,  and  mareschal  Brown,  who  cotn- 
manded  them,  seemed  determined  to  maintain  this  ad- 
vantageous post;  but  the  king  of  Prussia  overlooked  dl 
diflGiculties.  Having  thrown  several  biridges  over  the 
Moldaw  on  the  5th  of  May,  he  passed  that  river  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  with  thirty  thousand  men,  leaving 
the  rest  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of 
Anhalt-Dessau ;  and  being  immediately  joined  by  the 
troops  under  mareschal  Schwerin  and  the  prince  of  Be- 
yem,  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  same  day.  In 
^consequence  of  this  resolution,  his  arnjy  filed  off  on  the 
left  by  Potschemitz;  and  at  the  same  time,  count  Brown 
wheeled  to  the  right,  to  avoid  being  flanked.  The  Prus* 
sians  continued  their  march  to  Bichwitz,  traversing  se- 
veral defiles  and  morasses,  which  for  a  little  time  sepa- 
rated the  infantry  from  the  rest  of  the  army.  The  foot 
began  the  attack  too  precipitately,  and  were  at  first  re- 
'  puteed,  but  they  soon  recovered  themselves.  While  the 
king  of  Prussia  took  the  enemy  in  flank,  mareschal 
Schwerin  advanced  to  a  marshy  ground,  which  suddenly 
stopping  his  army,  threatened  to  disconcert  the  whole 
plan  of  operation.  In  this  Emergency,  he  immediatety 
dismounted,  and  taking  the  standard  of  the  regiment  in 
hifi  hand,  boldy  entered  the  morass,  crjring  out,  "  Let 
all  brave  Prussians  follow  me."  Inspired  by  the  example 
of  this  great  commander,  now  eighty- two  years  of  age, 
all  the  troops  pressed  forward,  and  though  he  was  un- 
fortunately killed  by  the  first  fire,  their  ardour  abated 
not  till  they  had  totally  defeated  the  enemy.  Thus  fell 
mareschal  Schwerin,  loaded  with  years  and  glory,  aJi 
officer,  whose  superior  talents  in  the  military  art  had 
Ibeen  displayed  in  a  long  course  of  faithful  service.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  Prussian  infantry,  which  had  been 
separated  in  the  march;  forming  themselves  afresh,  re* 
newed  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  entirely 
broke  it,  while  their  cavalry,  after  three  charges,  obliged 
that  of  the  Austrians  to  retire  in  great  coiifasicm,  thd 
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centre  being  at  the  same  time  totally  fouted.  TfaelcA 
wing  of  the  Prussians  then  marched  immediately  towatdii 
Michely,  and  being  there  joined  by  the  horse,  renewed 
their  attack,  while  the  enemy  were  retreating  hastily  to- 
wards Saszawar<  Meanwhile  the  troops  on  the  right  of 
the  Prussian  army  attacked  the  remains  of  the  left  wing 
of  the  Austrians,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  three 
batteries.  But  the  behaviour  of  the  infantry,  in  the  la$t 
attack,  was  so  successful,  as  to  leave  little  room  for  this 
part  of  the  cavalry  to  act*  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia,  and 
the  prince  of  Bevem,  signalized  themselves  on  this  OC'^ 
Casion  in  storming  two  batteries;  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunswick  took  the  left  wing  of  the  Austrians  in  flank, 
while  the  king,  with  his  left,  and  a  body  of  cavalry,  se- 
cured the  passage  of  the  Moldaw.  In  short,  after  a  yerf 
long  and  obstinate  engagement,  and  many  signal  e^am^ 
pies  of  valour  on  both  sides,  the  Austrians  were  forced 
to  abandon  the  field  of  battle,  leaving  behind  sixty  pieces 
of  cannon,  all  their  tents,  baggage,  military  chest,  and, 
in  a  word,  their  whole  camp.  The  weight  &f  the  battle 
fell  upon  the  right  wing  of  the  Austrians,  the  remams  of 
which,  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men, 
fled  towards  Beneschau,  where  they  afterward  assembled 
under  M.  Pretlach,  general  of  horse.  The  infantry  re- 
tired towards  Prague,  and  threw  themselves  into  that 
qity  with  their  commanders,  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine/ 
and  mareschal  Brown;  but  they  were  much  harassed 
in  their  retreat  by  a  detachment  of  the  Prussians  under 
mareschal  Keith.  The  Prussians  took,  on  this  occasion^ 
ten  standards,  and  upwards  of  four  thousand  prisoners, 
thirty  of  whom  were  ofiicers  of  rank.  Their  losai 
amounted  to  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  killed^^ 
and  about  three  thousand  wounded.  Among  the  former 
were  general  d'Ami^el,  the  prince  of  Holstein-Beck,  the 
colonels  Goltze  and  Manstein,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Bake.  Among  the  latter^  ^He  generals  Wenterfieldj  De 
la  Moihe,  F^uque^  Ha^tcharmoy ,  Bkkensee,  and  Plet«- 
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tenberg.  The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  side  of  the  Austrians  was  much  greater*  Among 
these  last  were  mareschal  Brown,  who  received  a  wound, 
which,  from  the  chagrin  he  suffered,  rather  than  from 
its  own  nature,  proved  mortal.  The  day  after  the  battle, 
colonel  Meyer  was  detached  with  a  battalion  of  Prussian 
Pandours,  and  four  hundred  hussars,  to  destroy  a  very 
considerable  and.  valuable  magazine  of  the  Austrians  at 
Pilsen,  and  this  service  he  performed.  He  also  com-» 
pleted  the  destruction  of  several  others  of  less  importance ; 
by  the  loss  of  which,  however,  all  possibility  of  subsis- 
tence was  cut  off  from  any  succours  the  Austrians  might 
have  expected  from  the  empire. 

§  XXXVI.  The  Prussians,  following  their  blow,  im» 
mediately  invested  Prague  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  the 
king  commanding  on  one  side,  and  mareschal  Keith  on 
the  other.  In  four  days  the  whole  city  was  surrounded 
with*  lines  and  intrenchments,  by  which  all  communica- 
tion from  without  was  entirely  cut  off:  prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine  and  mareschal  Brown,  the  two  princes  of 
Saxony,  the  prince  of  Modena,  the  duke  d*Aremberg, 
count  Lacy,  and  several  other  persons  of  great  distinc- 
tion, were  shut  up  within  the  walls,  together  with  above 
twenty  thousand  of  the  Austrian  army,  who  had  taken 
yefuge  in  Prague  after  the  defeat.  Every  thing  con- 
j^inued  quiet  on  both  sides,  scarce  a  cannon-shot  being 
fired  by  either  for  some  time  after  this  blockade  was 
formed ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  after  this  blockade,  .made 
themselves  masters  of  Cziscaberg,  an  eminence  which 
commands  the  town,  where  the  Austrians  had  a  strong 
Tedoubt,  continuing  likewise  to  strengthen  their  works/ 
Already  they  had  made  a  sally,  and  taken  some  other 
ineffectual  steps  to  recover  this  post;  but  a  more  decisive 
stroke  was  necessary.  Accordingly,  a  design  was  formed 
of  attacking  the  Prussian  army  in  the  night  with  a  body 
of  twelve  thousand  men,  to  be  sustained  by  all  the  gre- 
nadiers, volunteers,  Pandours,  and  Hungarian ,  infantry. 
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In  case  an  impression  could  be  made  on  the  king's  lines, 
it  was  intended  to  open  a' way,  sword  in  hand,  through 
the  camp  of  the  besiegers,  and  to  ease  Prague  of  the 
multitude  of  forces  locked  up  useless  within  the  walls, 
serving  only  to  consume  the  provisions  of  the  garrison^ 
and  hasten  the  surrender  of  the  place.  Happily  a  de- 
serter gave  the  prince  of  Prussia  intelligence  of  the 
enemy's  design  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Proper 
measures  were  immediately  taken  for  their  reception,  and, 
in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  whole  army  was 
tinder  arms.  This  design  was  conducted  with  so  much 
silence,  that,*  though  the  Prassians  were  warned  of  it, 
^hey  could  discover  jiothing  before  the  enemy  had 
-charged  their  advanced  posts.  Their  attack  was  begun 
on  the  side  of  the  little  town,  against  mareschal  Keith's 
canip,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Prussian  army  encamped 
on  the  Moldaw.  From  hence,  it  is  probable,  the  Aus- 
trians  proposed  not  only  to  destroy  the  batteries  that 
iveire  raising,  but  to  attack  the  bridges  of  communica- 
tion which  the  Prussians  threw  over  the  Moldaw,^  at 
about  a  quarter  of  a  German  mile  above  and  below 
Prague,  at  Branig  and  Podbaba.  The  greatest  alarm 
began  about  two  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  hoped  to  have 
come  silently  and  unexpectedly  upon  the  miners,  but 
they  had  left  work  about  a  quarter  of  an  homr  before. 
At  the  report  of  the  first  piece  which  they  fired,  the 
piquet  of  the  third  battalion  of  Prussian  guards,  to  the 
number  of  a  hundred  men,  who  marched  out  of  the  camp 
to  sustain  the  body  which  covered  the  works,  was  thrown 
into  some  confusion,  from  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
which  prevented  their  distinguishing  the  Austrian  troops 
from  their  own.  Lieutenant  Jork,  detached  with  two 
platoons  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  attempting  to  discover 
their  disposition  by  kindling  a  fire,  captain  Rodig,  by 
the  light  of  this  fire,  perceived  Ae  enemy's  situation,  and 
immediately  formed  the  design  of  falling  upon  them  in 
ilank,  and  gave  orders  to  his  men  to  fire  in  platoons, 
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;wluch  they  perfiirmed,  mutually  repeating  the  signal 
given  by  their  commander.  Tbe  enemy  fled  with  the 
greater  precipitation,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  die  weakness 
,of  the  picquety  and  as  the  shouting  of  the  Prussian  sol- 
diers made  theni  mistake  it  for  a  numerous  body.  Many 
of  them  deserted,  many  took  shelter  in  Prague,  and  many 
more  were  driven  into  the  river  and  drowned.  At  the 
fame  time  this  attack  began,  a  regiment  of  horse-grena- 
dieirs  fell  upon  a  redoubt  which  the  Prussians  had  thrown 
up,  supported  by  the  Hungarian  infantry :  they  returned 
three  times  to  the  assault,  and  were  as  often  beat  back 
hy  the  Prussians,  whom  they  found  it  impossible  to  dis- 
lodge ;  though  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick's  batta- 
lion, which  guarded  this  post,  suffered  extremely.  Dur^ 
ing  this  attack  the  enemy  kept  an  incessant  fire  with 
their  musketry  upon  the  whole  front  of  the  Prussians, 
•fiom  the  convent  of  St.  Margaret  to  the  river.  At  three 
in  the  morning  the  Prussians  quitted  their  camp  to  eur 
ga^e  the  enemy.  The  battalion  of  Pannewitz  attacked 
}£  building  called  the  Red-house,  situated  at  the  bottom 
xff  a  declivity  before  Wellastowitz-  The  Pandours,  who 
liad  taken  possession  of  this  house,  fired  upon  them  in- 
sE«sisantly  from  all  the  doors  and  windows  until  they  werfe 
dislodged ;  and  the  Prussian  battalions  were  obliged  to 
sustaixL  the  fire  both  of  cannon  and  musketry,  for  above 
two  faours,  when  the  enemy  retired  to  the  city,  except 
the  Pandours,  who  again  took  possession  of  the  Red- 
house,  which  the  Prussians  were  forced  to  abandon^, 
because  the  artillery  of  Prague  kept  a  continual  fire  upoil 
it  from  the  moment  it  was  known  to  be  in  their  hands; 
The  Austrians  left  behind  them  many  dead  and  wounded; 
bosades  deserters;  and  the  Prussians,  notwithstanding 
the  loss:  of  several  officers  and  private  men,  made  some 
piisoners.  Prince  Ferdinand,  the  king  of  Prussia's 
youngest  brother,  had  a  horse  killed  under  him,  and  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  fetce. 
.    §  XXX VII .   The  Prussian  works  being  completed, 
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aad  l^eavy  artillery  arrived,  four  batteries  erected  on  the 
banks  of  the  Moldaw  began  to  play  with  great  fury. 
Near  three  hundred  bombs,  besides  an  infinity  of  ignited 
balls,  were  thrown  into  the  city  in  the  space  of  twenty- 
four  hours.     The  scene  was  lamentable,  houses,  i^en^' 
and  horses  wrapped  in  flames,  and  reduced  to  ashes. 
The  confusion  within,  together  with  the  want  of  proper 
artillery  and  ammunition,  obliged  the  Austrians  to  cease 
firing,  and  furnished  his  Prussian  majesty  with  all  the 
opportunity  he  could  wish  of  pouring  destruction  upon 
this  unfortunate  city.  The  horror^  of  war  seemed  to  have 
eiLtinguished  the  principles  of  humanity.  No  regard  was 
paid  to  the  distress  of  the  inhabitants ;  the  Austrians  ob-* 
stinately  maintained  possession,  and  the  Prussians  prac-» 
tised  every  stratagem,  every  barbarous  refinement,  that 
constitutes  the  military  art,  to  oblige  them  to  capitulate. 
After  the  conflagration  had  lasted  three  d.ays,  and  con- 
sumed a  prodigious  number  of  buildings,  the  principal^ 
inhabitants,  burghers,  and  clergy,  perceiving  their  city 
on  the  point  of  being  reduced  to  a  heap  of  rubbish,  bch 
i^ought  the  commander  in  a  body  to  hearken  to  terms ; 
but  he  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  pity,  and  instead  of  being 
moved  with  their  supplications,  drove  out  twelve  thou« 
sand  persons,  the  least  useful  in  defending  the  ci^. 
These,  by  order  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  were  again 
forced  back,  which  soon  produced  so  great  a  scarcity  of 
provision  within  the  walls,  that  the  Austrians  were  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  eating  horse-flesh,  forty  horses 
being  daily  distributed  to  the  troops>  and  the  same  food 
liold  at  four-pence  a  pound  to  the  inhabitants.    However, 
as  there  still  remained  great  abundance  pf  com,  they 
were  far  from  being  brought  to  the  last  extremity.   Two 
vigorous  and  well-conducted  sallies  were  made,  but  they 
proved  unsuccessful.    The  only  advantage  resulting  from 
them,  was  the  perpetual  alarm  in  which  they  kept  the  Prus- 
sian camp,  and  the  vigilance  required  to  guard  against  the 
attacks  of  a  numerous,  resolute,  and  desperate  garrison^^ 
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§  XXXVIII.  Whatever  difficulties  might  have  at* 
tended  the  conquest  of  Prague,  certain  it  is,  that  the 
affairs  of  the  empress-queen  were  in  a  most  critical  and 
desperate  situation.     Her  grand  army  dispersed  in  par- 
ties, and  flying  for  subsistence  in  small  corps ;  their 
princes  and  commanders  cooped  up  in  Prague;  that  ca- 
pital in  imminent  danger  of  being  taken ;  the  flourish- 
ing kingdom  of  Bohemia  ready  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  cbnqueror ;  a  considerable  army  on  the  point  of  sur- 
refidering  prisoners  of  war ;  all  the  .queen's  hereditary 
dominions  open  aAd  exposed,  the  whole  fertile  tract  of 
country  from  Egra  to  the  Moldaw  in  actual  possession  of 
the  Prussiaiis,  the  distance  to  the  archdutchy  of  Austoia 
not  very  considerable,  and  secured  only  by  the  Dantibe ; 
Vienna  under  the  utmost  apprehensions  of  a  siege,  and 
the  imperial  family  ready  to  take  refuge  in  Hungary  ; 
the  I^russian  forces  deemed  invincible,  and  the  sanguine 
friends  of  that  monarch  already  sharing  with  him,  in 
imagination^  the  spoils  of  the  ancient  and  illustrious 
house  of  Austria.     Such  was  the  aspect  of  affairs,  and 
such  the  difficulties  to  be  combated  ^  when  Leopold, 
count  Daun,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Austrian  forces,  to  stem  the  torrent  of  disgrace,  and  turn 
the  fortune  of  the  war.     This  general,  tutored  by  long 
experience,  under  the  best  officers  in  Europe,  and  the 
particular  favourite  of  the  great  KevenhuUer,  was  now, 
for  the  first  time,  raised  to  act  in  chief,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  on  which  depended  the  fate  of  Austria  and  the 
empire.  Bom  of  a  noble  family,  he  relied  solely  upon  his 
own  merit,  without  soliciting  court  favour ;  he  aspired 
after  the  highest  preferment,  and  succeeded  by  mere 
dint  of  superior  worth.     His  progress  from  the  station 
of  a  subaltern  was  slow  and  silent ;  his  promotion  to  the 
chief  command  was  received  with  universal  esteem  and 
applause.    Cautious,  steady,  penetrating,  and  sagacious, 
he  was  opposed  as  another  Fabius  to  the  modem  Hanni- 
bal, to  check  the  fire  and  vigour  of  that  monarch  by 
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prudent  foresight  aiid'wary  circumspection.     Arriving 
at  Bcemischbrod,  within  a  few  miles  of  Prague,  the  day 
after  the  late  defeat,  he  halted  to  collect  the  fugitive 
corps  and  broken^  remains  of  the  Austrian*  army,  and  ^oon 
drew  together  a  force  so  considerable,  as  to  attract  the 
iiotice  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  who  detached  the  printe 
ofBevern,  with  twenty  battalions,  and  thirty  squadrons, 
to  attack  him  before  numbers  should  render  him  for- 
midable.    Dauh  was  too  prudent  to  give  battle,  with 
dispirited  troops,  to  an  army  flushed  with  victory.    -He 
retired  on  the  first  advice  that  the  Prussians  were  ad- 
vancixig,  and  took  post  at  Kolin,  where  he  intrenched 
himself  strongly,  opened  the  way  for  the  daily  supply 
of  recruits  sent  to  his  army,  and  inspired  the  garrison  of 
Prague  'with  fresh  courage,  in  expectation  of  being  soon 
relieved.     Here  he  kept  close  within  his. camp,  divided^ 
the/Prussian  force,  by  obliging  the  king  to  employ  near 
half  his  army,  in  watching  his  designs,  weakened  his 
efforts  against  Prague,  harassed  the  enemy  by  cutting 
off  their  convoys,  and  restored,  by.diegrees,  the  languish- 
ing and  almost  desponding  spirits  of  his  trbops.     Per-< 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  ardour  and  discipline  of  the 
Prussian  forces,  with  the  enterprising  and  impetuous 
dlsppsition  of  that  monarch,  and  sensible  th?it  his  situa- 
tion would  prove  irksome  and  embarrassing  to  the  enemy, 
he  iiQproved  it  to  the  best  advantage,  seemed  to  for^ee 
all  the  consiequences,  and  directed  every 'measHxe  to  pro- 
dupe,  them.     Thus  he  retarded  the  enemy's  operatiQi^, 
and  iassidubusly  avoided  precipitating  an  action  until 
the  Prussian  vigour  should  be  exhausted,  their?  strength 
impaired  by  losses  and  desertion,  the  first  fire  and  ardotir 
pf  their  genius  extinguished  by  continual  fatigue  and 
incessant  alarms,  and  until  the  impression  made  on  lus 
own  ja^en  by  the  late  defeat^  should,  in  some  degree,  be 
et£^ed..     The  event  justified  Dauri's  cbncLuict.    His  aririy 
grew  evetry  day  more  numerous,  while  his.  Prussian- ma- 
jesty began  to  express  the  utmost  impatience  at  the  length 
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of  the  siege;  When  that  monarch  first  fai  vested  Prs^u^ 
it  was  on  the  ptesumption^  that'  ike  numerous  foi^cte 
within  the  walls  would,:  by  constiming  all  the  {nrovisson; 
oblige  it  to -surrender  in  a  fefW'days;  but,  percdving 
that  the  -Austrians  had  still  a  considerable  quanti^  of 
corn>'that  doutit  Daun's  army  was  daily  iiicreasingf,  and 
would  soon  be  pow^uL  enough,  not  only,  to  cope  t^ith 
th6  detachment  under  &e  prince  of  Berem,  but  in^d 
condition  to  raise  the  siege,  he  determined  to  give 'die 
count,  battle  withr  one  pdtt  of  his  army,  while  he  kept 
Prague  'blocked  Up  with  the^^hei^.    'The  Aui^trians, 
toiounting  now  to  sixty  thousand  men,  'v^ere  deeply  in* 
trenched^  and  defended  by  a  nuioarous  train  otf  artillery^ 
plaeed  (m^  redoubts  and  batteries  erected  on  the  mott 
advantageous  poilts:     Every  accessible  part  of  tb&  canip 
wais  fortified  with  lines'  and  heavy  pieces  of  battering 
cannon,  and  the  foot  of  the  chills  secured  by  difficult 
defiles*    Yet,  strong  as  this  situation  might  appear^ 
ikmnidable  os  the  Auiltrian'  force^^ettaiftly  were,  hid 
Prussiaa  majesty  undertook  to  dislodge  them  with  a  body 
of  horse  and  foot  hiM  eatoeeding  thivty-^two  thobsalid  meni 
§  XXXIX.  On  the  13th  day  of  Jmie,  the  kii^g  of 
Pnissia  quitted  the  camp  before  Prague,  escorted  by  a 
fewi  battdliond  and  squadrons,  with  which  he 'joined  the 
(Mince  of  B^em  at  Milkowitz.    Marescfattl  Keith,  it  is 
said,:  strenuously  opposed  this  m^asare,^  and'^tis^ 
either  raising  the  siegis  entirely,,  and  attd4^kingth6  Aui^^ 
iTians  with  the  utilted*  forces  of  Prussia,  or  postj^ohiik^ 
the  attack  on  the  camp  at  Kolin,  untii  his  mbj^i^ty  should 
dither  gain-  possession  of  the  city,  or  some  attdfai|its 
should  be  made  to  oblige  him  to  qeAt  his  postsr*'  ^  'Fwtti 
either  '  measure;  an  advantage  would  have  resulted: 
With  his  whole  anny,  he  might  ]^obably  have  defeati^d 
cdunt  Daun,  or  at  Itsast^  have  obli^  him  i€"f(^bftm 
Had  hiBk!ontinuedwithin'hi9  linear  at  Prague,  th^^Aui^ 
tf  ito  general  could  not  have  constrained  hhB  to  raise  the 
siege  without  losing  his  own  advantageous  situation,  and 
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gif^ng  battle  upon  terms  nearly  equal.  Btit  the  king, 
elated  with  i^Ccess^  impetuous  in  his  Talour^  and  cbltifi^ 
deat  of  the  superiority  of  his  own  troop$  in  poiAt  of  dis-* 
eiplme,*thotigkt  all  resistance  must  sink  under  the  weight 
of  his  victorious  arm,  and  yield  to  that  courage  ^hich 
had  already  surmounted  such  diffictdtiesydisregajpded  the 
inareschal's  sage  cotinsel,  and  marched  up  to  the  attack 
undaunted,  and  even  assured-  of  success.  By  the  ISth, 
the  two  armies  were  in  sight,  and  his  majesty  found 
that  count  Daun  had  not  only  fortified  his  camp  with 
all  the  heiavy  cannon  of  Ohnutz,  but  was  strongly  ne* 
inforced  with  troops  from  Moravia  iaiid  Austria,  which 
had  joined  him  after  the  king's  departure  from  Prague* 
He  found  the  Austrians  drawn  up  in  three  lines  upon 
the  high  grounds  between  Genlitz  and  St.  John  the 
Baptist.  Difficult  as  it  was  to  -approach^  their  situation, 
the  Prussian  inlfantry  marched  trp  with  firmness,  while 
shot  was  poured  lik^^  hail  from  the  enemy -s  batteries, 
and  began  to  attack  about  three  in  -■  the  afternoon.  They 
drore  J^e  Austriaiis  with  irresistible  intrepidity  from  two 
^nitiaices  secured  wilh  heavy  caamon,  and  two  villages 
defended  by  several  battalions;  but,  in  attaeking  the 
third  eminence,  wei5e  flanked  byrthe  Austrian  cavalry, 
by  grape-shot  poured  from  the  batteries;  and^  after  a 
violent  conflict^  and  prodigious  loss  of  men,  throw^i  into 
disdrder.  Ahiraated  with  the  king's^  presence,  they  ral- 
liedy  and^ircitiirned  with  douMe  ardourto  die  charge,  but 
wi»e  a  second  tithe  repubed.  Seven  times  successively 
did  priiibe  Ferdinand-  renew  the  attack,  i^ietfommg  6vei^ 
duty  of  a  great  general  and  vdliant  soldier,  though' aU 
ways  with  the  same  fortune.  The  iiftferiority  of  thiii 
Prossian  infismliy,  the  disadvantages  of  gmundi^  where 
the  caviedry  could  not  act,  the  advantageous  situation  of 
the  enemy,  their  numeroujs^  artillery^  their  intrenchmmts, 
numbers,"  and  obstinacy,  joined  to  th6  i^kill  arid  Conduct 
of  their  general,  all  conspired  to  defeat  the  hopes  of  the 
Prussians^  to  surmount  their  valour^  and  oblige  them  to 
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retiielit.  The  king  then  made  a  Isest  and  furious  effbvt, 
at  the  bead  of  the  cavalry,  on  the  enemy's  left  wing, 
but  with '  as  little  success  as  all-  the  former  attacks. 
Every  effort  was  made,  and  every  attempt  w^  produc- 
tive only  of  greater  losses  and  misfortunes.  At  last, 
after  exposing  his  person  in  the  most  perilous  situafidns, 
his  Prussian  majfesty  drew  off.  his  forces  from  the  field 
pf  battle,  retiring  in- such  good  t)rder, '  in  sight  of  the 
enmny^  as  prevented  a  pursuit,  or  the  loss  of  his  artillery 
and  baggage.  Almost  all  the  officers  on  either  side  dis- 
tinguished themselves  ;  and  cotint  Daun,  whose  conduct 
emulated  that  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  received  two 
slight,  wounds,  and  had  a  horse  killed  under  him.  The 
losses:  of  both  armies  were  very  considerable ;  on  that  of 
the  Prussians,  the  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  eight 
jbhousand;  less  pernicious,  however,  to  his  majesty's 
cause,  ,than  the  frequent  desertions,  and  other  ^nnume- 
jrable  ill  consequences  that  ensued. 

§  XL.  When  the  Prussian  army  arrived  at  Nimburgh, 
his :  majesty,  leaving  the  command  with  the  prince'  of 
Bevem,  todc  horsey  and  escorted  by  twelve  or  fourteen 
:  hussars,  set  out  for  Prague,  where  he  arrived  next  morn- 
ing without  halting,  after  having  been  the  whole  pre- 
oeding  day  on  horseback.  Immediately  he  gave  orders 
for  siding  off  ^  all  his  artillery,  ammmsutidn,  and  bag- 
gage ;  these  were  executed  with  60  much  expedition, 
tbat.the/t^nts  were  struck,  and  the  army,  on  their  march, 
be^re  the  garrison  were  informed  of  liie  king-s  ddeat. 
Thw  terminated  the  battle  of  Kolin  and  siege  of  P^ragtie, 
in  which  the  acknowledged  errors  of  his  Prussian  iha^ 
je^ty  were,  in  some  measure,^  atoned  by  the  candburrwith 
whiteb  he  owned  his  mistake,  both  in  a  letter  to*  &e  earl 
mareddial,'^  and  in  conv^sation  widi  several  of  his  gene- 

i  "The  imperial  grenadien  (savfl  h6)'afe  an  admirable  corps  :  one  huadrect 
companies  defended  a  rising  'ground,  which  my  best  infantiy  could  not  cant^^.Fer* 
dinand,  who  commanded  them,  returned  sevdn  times  to  the  cha^e  j  but  to  no 
purpose.  At  first  he'  mastered  a  battery,  but  could  not  hold  it.  ^nie  ^emy  had 
the  advantage  of  a  numerous  and  well-served  artillery.  It  did  honour  to  JichtefL- 
stein,  who  had  the  direction.    Only  the  Pnueitei  araiy>  can  dispute '  it  wi<h  hiin« 
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ral  o^k^rs. ,  Most  ^people,  indeed,  imagined  the  king- 
highly  Mailable  for  cheeking  the  ardour  of  his  troops>tq 
stop,  and  lay  siege  to  Prague.  They  thought  he  should 
have  pursued  his  conquests,  overrun  Austriai,  Moravia, 
and  all  the  hereditary  dominions,  from  which  alone  the 
enj^press-quejen  could  draw:  speedy 'Succours.  >  A  body  of 
twenty  or  thirty  thousand  men  would  have  blocked  up 
Prague,  while  the  remainder  •  of  the  Prussian  forces 
might  have  oUiged  the  imp^ial  family  to  retire  from 
Vienna,  and  eflfeetually  prevented  count  Daun  from  as-- 
sembling^ another  army.  It  was  universally  expected  he 
would  have  bent  his  march  straight  to  this  capital ;  but 
he  dreaded  leaving  the  numerous  army  in  Prague  be- 
hind, and  it  was  of  great  importance  to  complete  the 
conquest  of  Bohemia.  The  prince  of  Prussia  marched 
all  night  with  his  corps  to  Nimburgh,  where  he  joined 
the  prince  of  Bevem;  and  Mareschal  Keith  retreated 
next  day.  Count  Brown  having  died  before,  of  the 
wounds  he  received  on  the  6th  of  May,  prince  Charles 
of  ^Lorraine  sallied  out  with  a  large  body  of  Austrians^ 
and  attacked  the  rear  of  the  Prussians ;  but  did  no  far- 
ther mischief  than  killing  about  two  hundred  of  their 
men.  •  The  siege  of  Prague  being- thus  raised,  the  im- 
prisoned Austrians  received  their  deliverer,  cqunt  Daun, 
with  inexpressible  joy,. and  their  united  forces  became 
greatly  superior  to  those  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  was 
in  a  short  time  obliged  to  ev^uate  Bohemia,  and  take 
refuge  in  Saxony.  The  Austrians  harassed  him  as  mucH 


attacked -without  pbwder;  the  enemy,  in  return,  were  not  spanng  of  theirs.  They 
hud  the  advantage  of  a  rising  ground,  of  intrenchments,  and  of  ajprodigiobs  artil- 
lery. Several  of  mv  regiments  were  repulsed  by  their  musketry.  Henry  performed 
wmdKnk  1  txemble  for  my  worthy  brothers ;  they  are.  too  brave. .  Fortone  tnnied 
her  back  on  me  this  day.  I  ought  to  have  expected  it :  she  is  a  female,  and  I  am 
no  gallant.  .  In  hct,  I  ought  to  have  had  more- Infantry. '  Success,  my  dear  lord, 
often  occasions  destructive  confidence.  Twenty-four  battalions  were  not  sufficient 
to  dislodge  sixty  thousand  mpn  from  an  advantageous  post. .  Another  time  we  will 

do,better. What  say  vou  of  this  league,  which  has  only  the  maxquis  of  Braoden- 

burghfor  its  object?  The  great  elector  would  be  surprised  to  see  his  grandson  at 
war  with  the  Bus8ians,the  Austrians,  almost  all  £reimany,  and  a  hundred  thou- 
sand French  auxiliaries.  In  know  not  whether  it  would  be  disgrace  in  me  tq 
submit,  but  I  am^sure,  there  will  be  no  glory  ia.  vanquishing  me." 
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as  pos»Ue  in  his  retreat :  but  their  armies,  tho«i|^  m» 
peaor  in  numbers,  were  not?  it  a  conditscMi,  frmn  1ih«ir 
Jate^sufiieiringSvto  make  any  decisive  att^pt  upon. him, 
W  the  frontiers  of  Sajcony  abound  with  situations  easily 
deifeoded.  , 

^XLL  Having  thuswdescribed  the  progrefltt^.  c^  ^the 
PrailsiaAs  in  Bohemia,  we  must  cast  our  eyes  on  the 
transactions  which  distinguished  the  •campaign  in  Westr 
phalia.  To  guard  against  the  istocm  which  menaced 
HwQver  in  particular,  orders  were  transmitted  thiiJie^ 
to.  recruit  the  troops  that  had  been  sent  hsxk  ftqmlEiog- 
H^jgd,  to  augment  each  company,  to  remount  the  cavalry 
with  the.  utmost  expedition ;  not  to  suffer  any  horses  to  be 
conveyed  put  of  the  electorate;. and  toiumish  the  magar 
zisifisin  thatricountry  with  all  things  necessary  jfor  fifty 
thousand  men.  Of  thesey  twenty-six  thousand  were  to 
be  Hanoverians,  and,,  in  consequence  of^^engtii^eaients 
(dutered  into  for  that  purpose,  twelve  thousand  Hessians^ 
si^  thousand  Bi:unswickers,  two  thousand  Saxe-^Gothans, 
Und  a  thousand  Lunenburghers,  to  be  joined  by  aconsi- 
durable  number  of  Prussians^  the  whole  commanded  by 
hi^  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Gimiberland.  Hie  king 
of  JBnglapd  having  published  a  manifesto,  dated  at  Hanor 
ver,  specifying  his  motives  for  taking  the  field  in  West* 
phalia,'  the  troops  of  the  confederated  states  that  were 
to  compose  .the  allied  army,  under  the  naine  of  an  janny 
of  observation,  began  to  assemble  with  all  possible  diUr 
ge^(;e  near  Biiel^feldt.  Thither  the  generals,  appointed 
to  command  the  several  divisions,  repaired  to  settle  the 
plan  of  operations  lyith  their  commander,  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  who,  having  left  London  on  the  9th  of 
April,  arrived  on  the  16tl^  at  Hanover,  and  from  thence 
repaired  to  the  army^  which,  having  been  joined  by  three 
jPnissian  regiments, that  retired  from  Wesel,  <;onsisted 
of  thirty-seven  battalion?  and  thirty-four  squadrons.  Of 
these,  six  battalions  and  six  squadrons  were  posted  at 
Bielefeldt,  undor  the  command  of  lieutenant-general 
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bsuron  de  Spotcken;  six  batttiUons  under  lient^atit-ge-. 
Kieral  de  Block,  at  Hervordea"^  six  battaliotis  and  f<mt 
^qi2iudrousyiiind^  maJOT-r  general  I^  betfraen  Ht»* 

v^dan  axuiMin4tti;  seven  battalions  tmd  ten  squadrons^ 
mider  lieutenant-general'  d'Obevg  in  the^neigy^urkood 
pf  Ham6leii,;,and  fiyj^ /battaUpns»andi  four  squadrons^ 
Milder majorrgenetaldeHsmsSy  near  Nienbingli.  Tbe 
iiead-'qiiacteris  ofhk  royal  faighnei^  "vviere  at  Bielefeldt. 
«i<  §L'XLII,  In  tbe^Baean  time,  the  Frencb  on  the  Lower 
Hhine  oontiiined  ^filingi  off  incessantly.  The  siege '  of 
Gueldres.was  coij^^^ited  into  a  blockade,  occasioned  by 
tb^  difficulties  the  enemyfound  in  raising  batteries ;  and 
^.paitty  of  HsfflKweriaais  having  passed  theWeser,  aswell 
Iq  mvaskge  the  countop  of  Paderboum  as  to  reconnoitre 
the  French,  carried  off  several  wagons  loaded  with 
^h^at^^d;oa4s9  destined  £(ur.  the  territories  of  the  electoi^ 
of  Gok^gne.  Oh  the  other  hand,  colonel  Fischer  having 
1^  ai^iengagi^nent  wil^  a  small  body  of  Hanoverians, 
in  tbe^^owty  of  Meckkoburgh^  routed  them,  and  made 
^^ff^e  pri^pnex^i  Aftturtseveral  mother  petty  skkmishes  be- 
tif  ^en  the  Fj-eiich  t^Qd  theHanoverisps,  thednke  of  Gum* 
\](^lwif4  ^HtfXf^  th^ppsition  of  his.  c^mp,  by  placing  it 
betw^e^  QieM^d^  a^d(lIervi>Fden,:in  hopes  pf  fnistrat- 
ing  t^e^  d?^!^  of  ,the.fei9«fliy  ;>  who,  declining  to  attack 
hiim^Qu^the  s^4^  of  ^r^wede,  ailer  having  reconnoitred 
hii?  sitqa^ipp  §^ver9Ji  dogrS)  piade  a  motion  on  their  ile6l^ 
a^  if  tli/sy  W^a£^  torg^t  between  himrand  theWesen  This 
s^tpp  ^a^  no  sooner,  tak^n,  than,  on  .4:he  13th  of  June,  in 
tbe^^aSbemoQH}  haviisig  received  advice  that  the  enemy 
had  cwsed.  ai  laige  body  .of  troopsy  followed  by  a  sec^ndy 
t^mf^icih  on  hisjright  to  Biurgfaotte/ he  ordered  hisarmy 
to  jam^h  tibat  evening  towards  Hervoordeni;  and,^  at  tb^ 
j^^QLQ  twe^  nrnjorrgeneralHard^nberg  ^laiched  with  foui? 
bat^Uons  of  grenadiers,  and  a  regiiaent  of  horse,  to  re-* 
infprce  that  post^  CWnt  Seluilenberg  covered  the  lefi 
o£ithe;«uarch  with  a  battalion  of  grenadiens,  a^ regiment 
of  ibMse,  ami ;  the  light  i  tn>ops  of  Buckeburglt.    The 
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^h^e  army  marched  in  twd  cohimnid.  The  right,  cmn< 
polled  pf  horse,  aad  followed  by  two  battalions,  to  cover 
their  passage  through  the  enclosures  and  d^les,  passed 
by  the  right  of  Bielefeldt;  and  the  left,  consisting  of  in- 
fantry, nmrched  by  the  left  of  the  same  town.  The  van- 
guard of  the  French  army  attacked  the  rearguard  of  the 
allies,  commanded  by  major-general  Einsiedel,  vety 
briskly,  and  at  first  put  them  into  some  confusion,  but 
they  immediately  recovered  themselves.  This  was  in 
the  beginning  of  the  night.  At  break  of  day  the  enemy's 
reinforcements  returned  to  the  charge,  hut  were  again 
repulsed;  nor  could  they  once  break  through  lieutenant- 
colonel  Alfeldt  s  Hanoverian  guards^  which  closed  the 
army's  march. with  a  detachment  of  r^ular  troops,  and  , 
a  tiew-raised  corps  of  hunters.      . 

§  XLHI.  The  allies  encamped  at  Cofeldt  on  the  14th j 
and  rmained  there  all  the  next  day,  when  the  enemy's 
detachments  advanced  to  the  gates  of  Hervorden,  and 
made  a  feint  as  if  they  would  attack  the  town,  after  hav- 
ing summoned  it  to  surrender ;  but  they  retired  without 
attempting  any  thing  farther ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
troops  that  were  posted  at  Hervorden,  and  formed  the 
rearguard,  passed  the  Weser  on  the  side  of  Remen, 
without=  any  molestation,  and  encamped  at  Holtzuysen. 
A  body  of  troops,  which  had  been  left  at  Bielefeldt,  to 
cover  the  duke's  retreat,  after  some  skirmishes  with  the 
Frerich,  rejoined  the  army  in  the  neighbourhood. of  H^- 
fort ;  and  a  few  days  after,  his  royal  highness  drew  near 
his  bridges  on  the  Weser,  and  sent  over  his  artillery, 
baggage,  and  ammunition^  At  the  same  time  some  de- 
tachments passed  the  river  on  the  right,  between  Minden 
arid  Oldendorp,  and  marked  out  a  new  camp  advan- 
tageously situated,  having  the  Weser  in  front,  and  the 
right  and  left  covered. with  eminences  and  marshes. 
There' the  army  under  his  royal  highness  reassembled,- 
and  the  French  fixed  their  head-quarters  at  Bieldfeldt,> 
whiclx  the  Hanoverians  had  quitted,  leaving  in  it  only  a 
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part  .of  a  magamie,  which  had  been  setxm  fire..  By  this 
time  the  French  were  in. such  want  of  forage,  that  M. 
d'Elxees  himself,  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  all  the 
officers  without  exception,  were  obliged  to  send  back 
part  of  their  horses..  However,  on  the  10th  of  June,  their 
whple  army,  consisting  of  seventy  battalions  and  forty 
squadrpns,  with  fifty-two  pieces  of  cannon^  besides  a 
body  of  cavalry,  left  at  Ruremonde  for  the  conveniency 
of  forage,  was  put  in  motion.  In  spite,  of  almost  impas- 
sable forests,  famine,  and  every  other  obstacle  that  could 
be  thrown  in  their  way  by  a  vigilant  and  expeirienced 
general,  they  at  length  surmounted  all  difficulties,  and 
advanced  into  a  country  abounding  with  plenty,  and  un- 
us^d  to  the  ravages  of  war.  It  was  imagined  that  the 
passage  of  the^Weser,  which  defends  Hanover  from  fo- 
reign attacks,  would  have  been  vigorously  opposed  3y 
the  army  of  the  alli^ ;  but  whether,  in  the  present  situa^ 
tion  of  affairs,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  act  only  upon 
the  defensive,  and  not  to  begin  the  attack  in  a  country 
that  was  not  concerned  as  a  principal  in  the  war,  or  the  , 
duke  of  Cumberland  faimd  himself  too  weak  to  make 
head  against  the  enemy,  is  a  question  we  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine.  However  that  may  have  been,,  the 
whole  French  army  passed  the  Weser  on  the  10th  and 
11  th  of  July,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  manner  of 
effecting  this  passage  is  thus  related: — Mareschal 
d'Elxees,  being  informed  that  his  magazines  of  provisions 
were  well  furnished,  his  ovens  established,  and  the  artil-  ^ 
lery  ajid  pontoons  arrived  at  the  destined  places,  ordered 
lieutenant-genei^al  Broglio,  with  ten  battalicms,  twelve 
squadrons,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  march  to  Eng- 
heren;  lieutenant-general  M.  de  Chevert,  with  sixteen  . 
ba^Iions,  three  brigades  of  carabineers,  the  royal  hun- 
ters, and  six/  hundred  hussars,  to  march  to  Hervorden, 
and^  Ueuteinant-general  marquis  d'Armentieres,  with 
twelve  battalions,  and  ten  squadrons,  to  march  to  Ulrick- 
hauj^n.     All  thes0  troops  being  arrived  in  their  cmap 
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on  the  4th  of  July,  halted  the^Sth.  On  the  6th,  twenty-^ 
two  battalions,  and  tlurt3r'4fwO'Squadrons,  under  the  cem-^ 
saaiMl  of  the;  duke  of  Qrleauss  fwho  was  now  Marriy^  at 
the  army,-,  marched; to Uinckhausen,  from  whence  M^ 
d'Armentieres  had  set  out  early  .in  the  morning,  witk  th^ 
tPoops  under  .hiS'.compiand,  and  ,.by  hasty;  marches,  gbt, 
on  the  7tfa,  by  eleven  at  nigl^t,  to  Blankenhoyen,  whcire 
he  found  the  boats  which  had  gone  from  Ahrensbesg. 
The  bridges  were  built,^  the  cannon. planned,  aiid  thoiia-^ 
tienchments  at  the  head  of  the  bridges^- completed -in 
the  night. bq^tween  the/ 7tl^  apd  8th.  The  mareschal 
b^yi^g€eQt  away  part  af  his  baggage  from  Biele^Uddt  on 
tb^  Qih»  yfwtia  person  on  the  7thv  at  eleven  oolook,itO' 
JJam,  an4'  on  the  8tb,  to  Braket*  Qn  advice  that  Mi 
d!Armentiei?es  had  thrown .  his  bridges  across  without 
opposition,  and  was  at  work<^n  his  intrenchm^ents,  ibe 
w^nt,  on  the  9th,  to  .Blankenhovenyte  see  ibe  bvidges 
andi  ii^trenchments ;  and ^afterward  adv9nced> to  examine 
theiiirst  position,  he  intended  ibr.his  .army,  and: » came 
down  to  the  right  si^e.  of  thet  Weser-to  ;the  abbey  of  Cori^ 
vey ,,  jwhere  he  fgrded,  the  river,  with  the  princes  of  the 
l^ood^  and  their  att^ants-  On  .l^e  1 0th,  in  the  niomr 
1^,  he  gQt  on  Jixorsfeiback  by,  four  o'clock^  to  see  the 
dnkeijof  Orle*n,'ft  division  file  oft  which  jitrrjved  .at  Qovr 
vey  ajt  ten  o'clock ;  m  also,  that  of  M.  d'Ai^^otieresi, 
which  ainrived  ^t  ^vw,  9nd  that^oC^M*  Spuvr^,;  which 
^v^  .at  noon,  ,,The.  m^ur^s^h^J  baviiiig: examined  Ihe 
cpui^^  Qf  th(^,  riyer^  icaused  the  bridges  pf  pontoons  to  the 
laid  jwithinr gmirshot  of  the  abbey,,  where  the!  viseouoot 
de.Tuf^lie  pw?ed  that  river  in; the. lyear  1673,  and 
where  the  divisions  under  Broglio  ai^d  Chevert  npw 
passed  itnon  the  12th  and  13th.  These  two  .g^nenaU 
heiiig  in£onned  of  what  was  to  be  done  upon  the  Upper 
^eser^  attacked  Minden,  and  carried  it,  wliilst  a  der 
taichment  ot  the  French  entered  the  country  of  East 
Friesland,  :under  the  command  of  the  marquis  d'Aui^; 
and,  after  taking  possession  of  Lier,  marched  .on  the 
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right  of  the  Ems  to  Embden,  the  pnly  sea*port  the  king 
of  Prossiahady  which  at  iirsti^eemed  deteraiined  to  xseskk 
a  defence; .  bt^t  the  inhabitants  were  not  agieed  upon 
the  method^  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose..  -  They  there^ 
fore  met  i  to  deliberate^  but  in  the  mean  time,  their  gates 
being  shut^  M*.  d^  Auvelcaused  some  cannon  to  be  brought 
tp -beat them  down;  and  the  garrison,  composed  of  four 
hundred  Prasinansi,  aot  being  strong  enough  to  defend 
the  town^'the  soldiers  mutinied  against  their  officers^ 
whereupon  ^a  capitulation  was  agreed  on,  and  the  gates 
were  opened  to  the  French  commander,  who. m&de  his 
troop»  enter  with  a  great  deal  of  order,  assured  the  ma* 
gistrates  that  care  should  be  taken  to  make  them  observe 
a  good  discipline,  and  published  two  ordinances,  one  for 
the^curity  of  the  religion  and  commerce  of  the  city, 
and  the  other  £bT  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  com 
and .  f(»*age  out  of  ths^  principality.  The  inhabitaints 
Were,  howler,  obliged  to  take  an  oath  of  allegianoe  to 
the  French  king. 

§  XLIVi'  Ou'  Sunday  the  24th  of  July,  the  French, 
after  having  laid  part  of  the  electorate  of  Hiatnover  under 
contribution,  marched  inJhree  columns -with'their.artil* 
lei?y  towards  the  village  of  Latford,  when  major-geni^ral 
Fustwburgh,  who  commanded  the  eut-posts  in  thieTil^ 
lage,i'Sentan  officer  to  inform  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
of  their  approach.  His^  rc^al  liighness  immediately  ^ 
mforeed.  those  posts  with  a  body  of  troops,  under  ithe 
connnand  of  lieutenant<Hgeneral^  ^  Sporcken ;  •  but  ^  finding 
it impossibleto  support  ^he  viHage^  as  it  was  commanded 
by  the  heights  opposijbe  to  it,  which  wei^  possessed  by 
the  enemy,  4aid  being  sensible  that  it  would  be  always 
inhiS'power  to  retake  it,  from  its  situation  iaa  bottom 
between"  two  bills, 'he  wididrew  his  post  from  L^atfordv 
The  J'r^aeh  then  made  two  attacks,  one  at  the  point  of 
tjiewood^  and  the  other- higher  up  in  the  «ame  wood, 
opposite  to  the  grenadiers  commanded  by  major-general 
IJardenberg,  but  they  fajiled  in  both;  and  though  the  fire 
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ofibeir  aitiUeiy  .wasveiy  hot,  they  weriex>bl^ed;to  r^dre; 
The  French  army  eucamping  oil  the  heights,  opposite  to 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  s  postis,  the  intelligeace  received, 
that  M.  d'Etrees  ^ad  assembled  all  his  troops,  and  was 
fimushed  with  a  very  considerable  train  of  artillery,  left 
his  joyalhighness  no  room  to  doubt  of  his.  intaiding  to 
attack  him.  He  therefore  resolved  to  change  his  camp 
for,  a  more  advantageous  situation,  by  drawing  up. his 
aripy  on  the  eminence  between  the  Weser  and  the  woods, 
leaving  the  Hamelen  river,  on  his  right,  the  village  of 
Hastenbeck  in  his  front,  and  his  left  close  to  the  w^>od, 
at  the  point  of  which  his  royal  highness,  had  a.batteiy 
of  twelve-pounders  and  howitzers.  There  was  a  hollow 
way  from  the  left  of  the  village  to  the  battery,  and  a 
mojcass  on  jthe  other. side  of  Hastenbeck  to  his  right. 
Ma^or-general  Schulenberg,  with  the  hiunters,  and  two 
battalions  of  grenadiers,  was  posted  in  the  jcomer  of  the 
wood,  upon  the  left  of  the  battery ;  his  royal  highness 
ordered  the  village  of  Hastenbeck  to  be  cleared  to  his 
front,  to  prevent  it  being  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to 
keep  possession  of  it,  and  the  ways  by  which  the, allies 
had. a  communication  with  that  vills^e  during  their: en? 
campment,  to  be  rendered  impassable.;  In  the  evening, 
he. withdrew  all  his  out-posts, . and  in  this, position,  the 
army  lay  upon  their  arms  all  night.  On  the  25th,  in  the 
morning,  the  French,  army  inarched  forwwl  in  columns,^ 
and  began  to  cannonade  the  allies,  very,  severely, 'march- 
ing aod.  countermarching  continually,  and:  soeming  to 
intend  three  attacks,  on  the  right,  the  left,  and  the  centre. 
In  the  evening,, their  artillery  appeared  much  superior 
to  that  of  the  allies.  The  army  was  again. ordered  to 
lie  all  night  on  their  arms;  his  royal  highness  caused. a 
battery  at  the  end  of  the  wood  to  be  repaired ;  count 
Schulenberg  to  be  reinforced  with  a  battalion  of.grena^ 
diers,  and  two  field-pieces  of  cannon;  and. that  battery 
to  be  also  s.uppprted  by  four  more  battalions. of  grenar 
diers,  under  the  eom^iand  of  major-rgeneral  Hardenberg. 
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He  likewise  caused  a  battery  to  be  Erected  of  tweive 
six-pounders, behind  the  villageof  Hastenbeck,  and  took 
all  the  precautions  he  could  thiiik  of  to  give  the  enemy 
a  warm  reception.  As  soon  as  it  was  day-light,  he 
mounted  on  horse^haick  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  whom  he  found  in  the  same  situation  as  the  day 
before.  At  a  little. after  five,  a  very  smart  cannonading 
began  against  .the  battery  behind  the  village,  which  was 
supported  by  thie  Hcfssiah  infantry  and  cavalry,  who  stodd 

lution.  Between  seven  and  eight,  the  firing  of  smalLarms 
-began  on  the  left  of  the  allies,  when  his  royal  highness 
ordered  major-general  Behr,  with  three  battalions  of 
Brunswick,  to  su&tain  the^enadiers  m  the  wood,  if  their 
assistance  should  be  wanted.  The  cannonading  conti- 
nued above  six  hours,  dwing  which,  the  troops  that  were 
exposed  to  it,  never  once  abated  of  their  firmness.  The 
fire  of  the  small  arms/ on  the  left  increasing,  and  the 
'  French  seeming  to  gain  ground,  his  royal  highn^  de- 
tached the  colonels  Dafkenhausen  and  Bredenb^ch,  vfith 
three  Hanoverian  battalions  and  six  squadrons,  round  the 
wood  by  AflFerde,  who  towards  tike  close  of  the  day,  droVe 
several  squadrons  of  the  «aemy  badt  to  their  army,  Mritte- 
out  giving  them  any  opportunity  to  charge.  At  length 
the  grenadiers  in  the  wood,  apprehensive  of  being  rsur^- 
rounded  from  the  great  numbers  of  the  enemy  ^tbat  ap- 
peared there^  and  were  marching  round  on  thai  side, 
jiiough  they  repulsed  every  thing  that  appeared' in  their 
front,  thought  it  advisable  to  retire  nearer  the  left  of  the 
*  armiy,  a-  motion  which  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
posses^mg  themselves:of  that  battery  without  opppsidom 
Here  t3ie  hereditary  prince  of  Brunswick  distinguiBshed 
jlUnlsdif  at  the  head  of  ti  battalion  of  ^olfeiibutbsl  guards^ 
and  another  'of  iHanio^erians, ; who  attacked'  asd  irepulsed 
with^^  their  •bayoi]fets  a  superior  force  of .  the  lenemy,  and 
refooktthe  battery.  ButthefFrenich  being  in  possession. 
>£  an  etoinetfiee  wbicb  Qommanded  and^  flanked  bolh  the 
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line^of  tbe  infisoitry,  and  the  faatterjr  ef  the  allies,  arid 
nrhere  they  were  ablfe  to-  support  'their  attack  tinder  the 
cover  of  a  hill,  hk  royal  hlighnesd,  considering  the  snp^ 
rior  numbers  of  the  enemy^  nearly  double  to  his,  and  the 
impossibility  of  dfelodgingthem  from  their  post  withotrt 
exposing  his  dwn  troops  too  mudiy  -  ordered  a  retreat ; 
in  xonsequence  of  which  his  army  retired,  first  to  Ha- 
melen,  where  he  left  a  gartison,  then  to  Nienbni^h,  and 
itftetwardto  Hoya;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  town, 
after  sending  away  all  the  magazines,  sick,  and  wounded*^ 
he  encamped,  in  order  to  cover  Bremen  and  Verden,  and 
to  preserve  a  communication  with  Stade,  to  whii^h  plae^ 
the  archives  and  niost  valuable  effects  of  Hanover,  had 
beeli  removed;  In  this  engagement,  colonet  Breidenbach 
attacked  four  brigades  very 'strongly  posted,-  with  a  bat* 
tery  of  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon, -repulsed,  and  drove 
thiam  down  a  precipice,'  atid  took 'all  their  artillery  and 
ammmiiti^!i;  but  pref^ring.the  caDeK>f  his  woufnded  td 
tine  glory  of  carrying*  away  the  cannon,  he  brought  off 
only  sia^  hailing  lip  and  destrojong^the  rest '  The  losfe 
of  the  allies  in  all- the  skirmishes^  which  lasted  three 
days,  was  three  hundred!  and  twtenty-seiren  men  killed, 
nine  hundred  axid  seven  woufided,  and^two  hundred  and 
twenty  ihissing  or^  taken  prisoners;  whilst  that  of  the 
Freaich^  according  to  their  own  accounts, '  amotuSted  to 
fifteto  himdred  mtov  r  +     ,  >  .    :  ^  :    -  v. 

'-§XLyi.  The  Frenoh^'being  leir  mteters  of'  the  fieH; 
soott  reduced  fiamden,  which  >was  fd!r  from  bding  well 
foitiSed,  bb%ed  the  gamsoh  to  capftnilhte^^aad<t6ok{Out 
of  the  town,-  sixty  brass  ctmnonj  ^ev6ral  mortais,  forty 
ov«i&,  park  €>f  the'equq)age  bf  theduke^army;  audiaigt 
^uOAtities  of  provs9ion&  and  ammumtibnr  Whidi  'they 
fobnd  in  it^  together  whh  agrefd;t  many  sick  smd  trcrmKted^, 
trho,  not  bekig  inclilded'  in  the  capitulation,  weiB^madtt 
prisoners  of  wat.  ^  Whether  the  court  of  France  had4ny 
reason  to  find  fault  with  the  conduct  of  the  maresc&id 
d'£tr^,  or  whether  its  monarch  was  blindly  guided  by 
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tibe  coimsels  of  his  feyourite,  the  tuarqtiisedePonipadovir, 
whd/ desirous  to  testify  her  gratitude  to^he'man  who. 
had'be^  one  of  the  chief  instruments  of  her-  high  pro* 
motion,  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  retrieve  his  shat^ 
tered  fortunes,  tod,  at  the  same  time,  to  add  to  her  own 
already  immense  treasures,  we  shall  not  pretend  to'  de*- 
tearmine;  though  the  eyent  seems  plainly  to  speak  the 
last.  Eyetk  alt  tibe  time,  no'  comparison  was  made  between 
the^  military  skill  of  the  mareschal  d'fifareeB,  and  that  of 
the  duke  de  Richelieu ;  but,  hbwever  that  Hday  have  beem, 
this  last,'  who,  if  he  bad  not  shone  in  the  character  of  a 
soldier,  excelled  all,  or  at  least  most  of  his  contemporaries 
m  the  mord  refined  arts  of  a  courtier;  wte,  just  befoo^e  the 
battle  we  have  been  speaking  bf,  appointed  to  supersede 
the  former  in  the*  command  bf  the  Frencharmy  in  Lower; 
Saxony,  where  he  arrived  on«  the  6th  of  August,  with 
the  tide  of  m^reschal  of  France;  and  M.  d'Efr^s  im- 
m^dilately  resigned  the  command. '    = 

§  XLVI. '  Immediately  after  the  bdttle  of  Hastenbeck> 
theFretrch  sent  a  detachment  of  four  thousand  men  16^ 
ky  under  contribution  the  countries  of  Hanover'  and 
Bnmi^wick-Wolfenbuttelj  as  well  as  the  dutcfaies  of  Bm^ 
men  and  Vferden ;  and^  two'  days  aftar  -  the  arrival  of  this 
new  commantkr,^the  duke  de  Chevreuse  was  detached 
Wttfa  two  thousand*  men^to^take  poslsQssioir  of  Hanov^ 
itfedfj  with  'the  tffle  of  governor  of  tthat^ity.  He  ^ac^ 
ei^ingly  marched '  thither;  and,  ^trpotr  hi*  •  arrivd,l,  the 
Htooverian  garriidoii  w^ dii^annfed,  «Qd left atlibertyto 
retire  where  they-pletided«  About  the  same  tiine^,^Mi 
de 'Ctmtades,  witi^  a  detachment>frDhi  the  French  army^ 
wais  lietit  to  make  himscilf  master  of  ^  territories' «»f 
Hes^se^'Cassd,  wtiere  he  found  liOKy^positioti;  '^^He'^'Waft 
m^  at  Warberg  by  ^at  priftce%  ntestcr<#th»hof8e>'Whi» 
deetored^that  th^^wereready  td^futnish  thcri^renehTarmy 

with>%ll  th<?  sucdbilfs  tiwe^icbtfHtry  could  afibrd;  afid]  ac^ 
cordingly,  the  magistrates  of  Gassel  i»Bsented  him  with 
the  keys  as  soon  as  he  entered  their  city.,   Gottingen 


260  ENGIiA]VD.  [mi.  ^ 

was  ordered  by  M:  d'Armentieres  fo  prepare  for  him 
within  a  limited  time,  upon  pain  df  military  execation, 
four  thousand  pounds  of  white  bread,  two  thousknd 
bushels  of  oats  (a  greater  quantity  than  could  be  found 
in  the  whole  country),  a  hundred  loads  of  hay,  and'6ther 
proyisions. 

-  §  XLVIL  The. duke  of ; Cumberland  remained  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hoya  till  the  24th  of 
August,  when,'  upon  advice  that  the  enismiy  had  laid  two 
'  bridges  over  the  Aller  in  the  night,  and  had  passed  that 
river  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  he  ordered  his  army  to 
mar(;^,to  secure  the  important  post  anJpassage  of  Ro- 
thenbourg,  lest  they  should  attempt  to  march  round' ofi 
his  left.     He  encamped  that  night  at  Hansen,  having 
^  detached  lieutenant-general  Oberg,  with  eight  battalions 
arid  six  squadrons,  to  Ottersberg,  to  which  place,  he 
marched  next  day,  an4  encamped  behind  the  Wummer, 
in  a  very  strong  situation,  between  Ottersberg  and  Ro- 
Ij^enbourg.     The  French  took  possession  of  Verden  on- 
the  26th  of  August,  and  one  of  their  detachments  went, 
on  the  29th,  to  Bremen,  where  the  gates  were  imme- 
diately opened  to  them.     The  duke  of  Cumberland,  now 
closely  pressed  on  all  sides,  and  in  danger  of  having  his 
communication  with  Stade  cut  oflf,  which  the  enemy 
was  endeiavouring  to  effect,  by  seizing  upon  all  the  posts 
round  him,  found  it  necessary  to  decamp  s^iti ;  to  . 
abandon  Rothenbourg,  of  which  thfe  French  immedi- 
ately took  possession ;  to  retreat  to  Selsingen,  where  his 
Kead-quartcrs  were  on  the  1st  of  September;  and  from 
ithence/on  the  3d  of  the  same  month,  to  retire  under  the 
/cannon  of  Stade.     Here  it  was  imagined,   that  his 
army  would  have  been  able  to  maintain  their  ground 
between  the  Aller  and  the  Elbe,  till  the  severity  of  the 
season  should  put  ah  end  to  the  campaign.   Accordingly^, 
his  royal  highness,  upon  his  taking  this  position,  sent  a 
detachmeM  of  his  forces  to  Buck-Schantz,'  with  some 
vrtittery,  and  cmleris  to  defend  that  place  to  the  utmost; 
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but  as  it  could  not  possibly  have  held  out  many  days^ 
and  as  the  French,  who  now  hemmed  him  in  on  all 
sides,  by  making  themselves  masters  of  a  little  fort  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Swinga,  would  ha;ve  cut  pflF  his 
eommunicatipns  with  the  Elbe,  so  that  four  English  men 
of  war,  then  in  that  river,  could  have  been  of  no  service 
to  him,  he  was  forced  to  accept  of  a  mediation  offered 
by  the  king  of  Denmark,,  by  his  minister,  the  count  de 
Lynar^  and  to  sign  the  famous  convention  of  Closter- 
^  Seven,"  by  which  thirty-eight  thousand  Hanoveriabi3 

*  This  remarkable  capitulation,  which  we  shall  giye  here  at  full  length,  on  ac- 
count of  the  disputes  which  arose  shortly  after,  concerning  what  the  French  called 
an  infraction  of  it.  was  to  the  following  effect :      -  '  -    -  :        -  . 

His  majesty,  the  king  of  Denmark,  touched  with  the  distresses  of  the  counJbieB 
of  Bremen  and  Verden,  to  which  he  has  always  granted  his  special  protection  ; 
and  being  desirous,  by  preventing  those  countries  from  being  any  Icmger  the  thea- 
tre of  war,  to  spare  also  the  effiision  of  blood  in  the  arqiies  which  are  ready  to 
dispute  the  possession  thereof;  hath  employed  his  mediation  by  the  ministi^  of 
the  count  de  Lynar. .  His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  general  ofihe 
army  of  the  allies,  on  the  one  part,  and  his  ezcellency^the  m^neschal^d]^  de'Kiche- 
lieu,  general  of  the  king  of  France's  forces  in  Germany,  on-the  other,  haTe,.imcon- 
.  jsideration  of  the  intervention  of  his  Danish  maje^ty^  respectively 'engaged  their' 
word  of  honour  to  the  count  de  Lynar,  to  abide  by  the  convention  here^ter  stiptt- 
lated ;  and  he,  the  count  de  Lynar,  correspondently  to  the  magnanimity  of  the 
king  his  master's  intention,  obliges  himself  to  procure  the  guarantee  menlion^d  in 
the  present  convention ;  so  that  it  shall  be  sent  to  him,  with  his  fuU  powers,  which 
there  was  no  time  to  make  outi  in  the  ci^umstances  Vhich  h'urriedhiftdepaxtare. 

Art.  L  Hostilities  shall  cease  on  both  sides,  within  twenty-four  hours,  or  sooner, 
if  possible.  Orders  for  this  pui^se  shall  be  immediately  sent  to  the  detached 
corps.  '  ^  .      .   r-      -  .-     «•  t,  -»-• 

II.  The  auxiliary  troops  of  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  namely,  those 
■of  Hesse,,Brunswick,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  even  those  of  the  count  de  la  LippeBuck- 
bourg,  shall.be  sent  home;' and  as  it  is  necessary  to  settle  particularly  their 
march  to  the  respective  countries,  a  g^eral  officer  of  each  nation. ^all  be  sent 
from  the  army  of  the  allies,  with  whom  shall  be  settled  the  route  of  those  troops, 
the  divisions  they  shall  march  in,  theii^  subsistence  on  their  march,  and  their  pass- 

•  ports  to-be  granted  them  bv  ]u8  excellency,  the  duke  de  ^Bichelieu  to^o  to  their 
own  countries,  vtrhere  they  shall  be  placed  and  distributed  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  court  of  France  and  their  respective  sovereigns.,  •  r     ^ 

III.  His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  obliges  himself  to  pass  tl|e 
Elbe,  with  such  part  of  his  army  as  he  shall  not  be  able  tO:place  in  the^city  of 
Stade :  that  the  part  of  his  forces  which  shall  enter  into  garrison  in  the  said  city, 
and  which  it  is  supposed  may  amount  to  between  four  and  six  thousand  men,  shali 
remain  there  under  the  guarantee  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Denmark,  without 
committing  any  act  of  hostility ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  shall  they  be  exposed  to 
any  from  Sie  French  troops.  In  conseqoende' thereof*  conmiissazieB;  naifted  on 
each  side,  shall  agree  upon  the  limits  to  be  fixed  round  that  place,"  foe  UiO'COnve- 
niency  of  the  garrison ;  which  limits  shall-not  extend  beyond  half  a  league',  or  a 
league,  from  the  place,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  or  citcumstances, 
wbicti  shall  be  fairly  settled  by  the  commissaries.  The  rest  of  the  Ilanoverian 
army  shall  go  and  take  quarters  in  the  country  beyond  the  !Elbe  ;  and,  to  facilitate 
the  marth  of  those  troops,  his  excellency  the  duke  de  Richelieu  shall  con^rt 
with  a  general  officer,  sent  from  the  Hanoverian  army,  the  route  they  shall  take.; 
obliging  himself  to  give  the  necessary  passports  and  security  for  the  free  f  assage  of 
them  and  their  baggage  to  the  places  of  their  destination  ;  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  reserving  to  himself  the  liberty  of  negotiating  between  the  two 
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laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  dispersed  into  diflferent 

quarters  of  cantonment. 

<  .  . 

coortdfor  an  extension  of  those  qoarters.  As  to  the  French  troops,  the^  shall  re- 
main in  the  rest  of  the  dntchies  of  firemen  and  Vexden,  till  the  definitive  recon- 
ciliation of  the  two  soTereigns. 

IV.  Ab  the  aforesaid  articles  are  to  he  execnted  as  soon  as  possihie,  the  Han<^ 
Terian  army,  and  the  corps  which  are  detached  from  itf  particularly  tnat  which  is 
at  Bock-ScnaiitE  and  the  nei|^boarhood,  shaU  retire  under  Stade'  in  the  space  of 
eight-snd -forty  hours.  The  French  army  shall  not  pass  the  river  Oste*  in  Ihe 
dutchy  of  Bremen,  till  the  limits  he  regulated  ;  it  shall,  besides,  keep  all  the  posts 
and  countries  of  which  it  is  in  possession.  And,  not  to  retard  the  regulation  of 
the  limits  between  the  armies,  commissaries  shall  be  nominated  and  sent  on  the 
tenth  instant  to  Bremen-wotden>  by  his  royal  highness  th'eduke  of  Cumberland, 
and  his  excellency  the  mareschal  duke  de  Richelieu,  to  regulate,  as  well  the 
Ikuts  to  be  assigned  to  the  French  army,  as  those  that  are  to  be  observed  by  the 
garrison  at  Stade,  according  to  Art.  III. 

V.  All  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  accoirdinj^  to  their 
fenn  and  tenor,  and  under  the  fkith  of  his  majesty  the  king  ef  Denmark^  guaran- 
tee, which  the  count  de  Lynar,  his  mmister,  engages  to  procure! 

Done  at  the  camp,  at  Closter-Seyen,  Sept*  8. 1757. 

(Signed)  WIUIAM. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 

Upon  the  representation  made  by  the  count  de  Lynar,  with  a  view  to  explain 
flomedispositioiis  made  by  the  present'  convention,  the  following  articles  hav^e 
been  added :  > 

'  I.  It  is  the  intention  of  his  e:fce]lency  the  mareschal  dukede  Richelieu,  that 
the  allied  army  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  shall  be  sent  back 
io  their  respective  countries,  according  td  the  form  mentioned  in  the  second  arti- 
cle ;  and  that  as  to  their  separation  and  distribution  in  the  CGfuntry,  it  shall  be  re« 
guJated  between  tSie  courts,  those  troops  not  being  considered  as  prisoners  of  wat» 

II*  It  having  been  represented,  that  the  country  of  Ldnenberg  caxmot  accom- 
modate more  &Bak  fifteen  battalions  and  six  squadrons,  and  that  the  city  of  Stade 
oaanot  absolutely  eontain  the  garrison  of  six  thousand  men  allotted  io  it,  his  excel- 
lency thainareschal  duke  de  Richelieu,  being  pressed  by  M.  de. Lynar,  who  fnx^ 
ported  tOs  representation  by  tl^  guarantee  of  his  Danish  majesty,  gives  his 
xonsent ;  and  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  engages  to  cause  fifteen 
battaUona  and  six  squadrons  to  pass  the  Elbe,  and  the  whole  body  of  hunters ;  and 
the  remaining  tea  battalions  and  twenty-eight  squadrons  shaU  be  placed  in  the 
town  of  Stade^  and  the  places  nearest  to  it  that  are  Within  the  line,  which  shall  be 
masked  by  posts  from  tne  mouth  oi  the  liche  in  the  Elbe,  to  the  mouth'of  the  El- 
merbeck  in  the  river- Oste;  provided  always  that  the  said  ten  battalions  and 
twenty^eight  squadrons  shall  be  quartered  there  as  they  are  at  the  time  of  signing 
this  convention,  and  shall  not  be  recruited  under  any  pretext,  or  augmented  in  any 
^M ;  and  this  clause  is  ^iarticQlarly  guaranteed  by  the  count  de  Lynar  in  the 
name  of  his  Danish  majesty. 

IIL  Upon  the  representation  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
that  the  army  and  the  detached  corps  cannot  both  retire  under  Stade  for  eighi- 
and-lsrty  hom,  agreeable  to  the  convention,  his  excelllency  the  maifeschsd  duke  de 
Ricbeliett  hath  signified,  thathe  will  grant  them  proper  time,  provided  the  corps 
encanped  at  BndL-Scbants,  as  well  as  the  'army  encamped  at  Bremen-worden, 
begjn<  their  mardi  to  retire  in  foilr-and-twenty  hours  after  signing  the  conventioii' 
The  ^e  necessary  for  other  arrangements,  and  the  execution  of  the/ articles 
oon0«niii)g  the  respective  limits,  shall  be  settled  between  lieutenant-general 
Sporeken^  kad  the  maiquis  de  ViUemar,  fitst  lieutenant-general  of  the  king's  anny* 

Done,  &c* 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

^  I.  The  French  enter  the  Prussian  dominions^  vr here  they  commit 
great  disorders — |  II,  Reflections  on  the  misconduct  of  the  allied 
army — §  III.  Russian  fleet  blocks  up  the  Prussian  ports  in  the 
Baltic — §  ly.  Russians  take  Memel— §  V.  Declaration .  of  the 
king  pf  Prussia,  on  that  occasion— t§  VI.  Armj  of  the  empire 
raised  with  difficulty— |  VII.  The  Austrians  Uke  Gabel— |  VIII. 
And  destroy  Zittau — §  IX.  The  Prince  of  Prussia  leaves  the 
army — §  X.  Communication  between  England  and  Ostepd  broke 
off!  Gueldres  capitulates — §  XI.  Skirmishes  between  the  Prus- 
sians and  Austrians.  And  between  the  Prussians  and  Russians 
— S  XII.  Maireschal  Lehwald  att^^cks  thb  Russians  in  their  in^ 
trencbmeots .  near:  2(arfcittenr--4  XIII.  Hasty,  retreat  of  the  Rusr' 
sians  out  of  Prussia — §  XIV.  French  and  imperialists  take  Godi^ 
— §  XV.  Action  between  the  Prussians  and  Austrians  near  Goer- 
litz — §  XVL  ITie  French  oblige  prince  Ferdinand  to  retire-^ 
§  XVIL  Berlin  laid  under  contribution  by  the  Austrians  i  and 
Leipzig  subjected  to  military  execution  by  the  Prussians — §  XVIIL 
Battle  of  Rosbach — §  XIX.  Th^  Austrians  take  Schweidnitz ; 
^and  defeat  the  prince  of  Bevern  near  Breslau — §  XX.  Mareschal 
Keith  lay^  Bohemia  under  contribution.  King  of  Prussia  de- 
feats the  Austrians  at  Lissat  retakes  Breslau  and  Schweidniti^, 
and  becomes  master  of  all  Silesia-^  XXI.  Hostilities  of  the 
Swedes  inPomerania — |  XXII. 'Maresohal  Lehwald  forces  the 
Swedeis  to'retire — §  XXIIL  Memorial  presentedto  the  Dutch  by 
colonel  Yorke>  relative  to  Ostend  and  Nieuport — §  XXIV.  King 
of  Prussia's  letter  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  His  Britannic 
'  majesty's  declaration— §  XXV.  Disputes*  concerning  the  conven- 
tion of  Clo8ter-Seven--§  XXVI .  Progress  of  the  Hanoverian 
army — i  XXVII.  Deith  of  the  queen  of  Poland.  Transactions 
^i  sea-f-§  XXVIII.  Fate  of  captain  Death — §  XXIX.  Session 
opened — §  XXX.  Supplies  granted — ^  XXXt.  Funds  for  raising 
tlie  supplies — §  XXXII.  Message  from  the  king  to  the  house  of 
commons — %  XXXIII,  Second  treaty  with  the  king  pf  Prussia— 
§  XXXIV.  Bin  for  fortifying  Milford-haven.  Regulations  with 
respect  to  com-^  XXXV.  Bills  for  the  encpuragement  of  seain^^ 
and  for  explaining  the  militia  act — §  XXXVI.  Act  for  repairing 
London-bridge — §  XXXVII.  Act  for  ascertaining  the  qualifica- 
tions of  voting— §  XXXVIII.  Bill  for  more  effectually  tnanning 
the  navy — §  XXXIX.  AnKkidmehtk  in  the  Habeas  Gorpusract — 
§  XL.  Sdieme  in  favour  of  the  Foundiing-bospilal— §  ISMcVrof 

T  2 


204  ENGLAND.  [1757. 

ceedings  relative  to  the  African  company — §  XLII.  Session  closed 
— §  XLIII.  Vigorous  preparations  for  war.  Death  of  the  princess 
Caroline — §  XLIV.  Sea  engagement  off  Cape  Francois.  Remark- 
able success  of  captain  Forest — §  XLV.  French  evacuate  Embden. 
Success  of  admiral  Osborne.  French  fleet  driven  ashore  in 
Basque-road — §  XLVI.  Admiral  Broderick's  ship  burnt  at  sea — 
— §  XLVII.  Descent  at  Cancalle-bay— §  XLVIII.  Expedition 
against  Cherbourg — §  XLIX.  Descent  at  St.  Maloes — §  L.  Eng- 
lish 4efeated  at  St.  Cas — §  LI.  Captilres  from  the  enemyn-^  LII. 
Clamours  of  the  Dutch  merchants,  on  alccOUnt  of  the  capture  of 
their  ships— §  LII l.,Their  famous  petition  to  the  states-general. 

§  L  Th  £  Hanoverians  being  now  quite  subduejd,  and 
the  whole  force  of  the  French  let  loose  against  the  king 
of  Prussia  by  this  treaty,  mareschal  Richelieu. imniedi- 
ately  ordered  lieutenant-general  Berehini  to  inarch  with 
ill  possible  expedition,  with  the  troops .  under  his  com- 
mand, to  join  the  prince .  de  Soubise;  the  g^is-d!armes, 
and  other  troops,  that  were  in  the  land^rayiate  of  Hesse- 
Cassel;  received  the  same  order;  and  sixty  batt'^tliotis  of 
foot  and,  the  greatest  part  of  the  horse  belongii^  to  the 
French  army,  were  directed'to  attack  the  Prussian  ter- 
ritones.  Mareschal  Richelieu  himself  amved  at  Bruns- 
wick on  the  rath  of  September;  ^d  having,  in, a  few 
dffjrs  after,  assembled  a  hundred  and  ten  battalion^,  and 
a  hundred  and  fifty  squadrons,  with  a  hundred  pieces 
of  caixnon^  near  Wolfenbuttel,  he  entered  the  kiiig  of 
Prussia's  dominions,  with  his  army,  on  th«  27th,  28th, 
and  29th,  of  the  same  month,  in  three  columns,  which 
penetrated  into  Halberstadt  and  Brandenburgh,  plun- 
dering the  towns,  exacting  contributions,  and  committing 
many  enormities,,  at  whic.h  their  general  is  said  to  have 
connived.  In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
rdumed  to  England,  where  he  arrived  on  ithe  11th  of 
October,  and  shortly  after  resigned  all  his  military  com- 
mands. 

§  IL  Had  the  allied  army,  aftar  the  battle  of  Hasten- 
beck,  marched  directly  to  the  JLeine,  as.  it  might  easily 
have  doiVe,  and  then  taken  post  on  the  other  side  of 
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Wolfenbuttel,  HalberstadV  and  Magdebourg,  it  ihigh^ 
have  waited  securely  under  the  cannon  6fthe  latter  place 
for  the  junction  of  the  Prussian  forceia;  instead  oC  which, 
they  injudiciously  turned  off  to  the  Lower  Weser  retir- 
ing successively  from  Hamelin  to  Neenburgb,  Verden, 
Rothenbourg,  Buxtchude>  and  lastly  to  Stade,  where^for 
want  of  subsistence  and  elbow-room,  the  troops  were  all 
made  prisoners  of  war  at  large.     They  made  a  march  of 

inastead  of  taking  the  other  route,^  which  was  only  about 
a  hundred  miles,  and  would  have  led  them  to  a  place 
of  safety.  By  this  miacountable  conduct,  the  king  of 
Prussia  waa  not.  only  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  near 
forty  thousand  good  troops,  which,  in  the  close  of  the 
campaign,  might  have  put  him  upon  an  equality  with, 
the  French,  and  the  army  of  the  empire :  but  also  ex- 
plosed  to,  and  actually  invaded  by,  his  numerous  Enemies 
on  all  sides,  insomuch,  that  his  situation  became  now 
mote  dangerous  than  ever;  and  the  fate  which  seemed 
to  have  threatened  the  empress  a  few  months  before, 
through  his  means,  was,  to  all  appearance,  turned  against 
himself.  His  ruin  wa^  predicted,  nor  could  humanpru- 
dencce  foresee  how  he  might  be  extricated  froln  his  com- 
plicated distils:  for,  besides  the  invasion  of  his  terri- 
tories by  the  French,  under  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  the 
Russians,  who  had  made  for  a  long  time  a  dilatory  march; 
and  seemed  uncertain  of  their  own  resolutions,  all  ak 
once  quickeiied  their  motions,  and  entered  Ducal  Prus- 
sia,- under  mareschal  Apraxin  and  general  Ferinorj 
marking  their  progress  by  every  inhumanity  that  unbri- 
dled cruelty,  lust,  and  rapine,  can  be  imagined  capable 
of  committing.  A  large  body  of  Austrians  entered  Si- 
lesia, and  penetrated  as  far  as  Breslau;  then  turning' back, 
they  laid  siege  to  the  important  fortress  of  Schweidriitz, 
the  key  of  that  country.  '  A  secolid  b»ody  entered  Lusa- 
tia,  another  quarter  of  the  Prussian  territories,  and  made 
themselves  masters  of  Zittau;      Twenty -two  thousand 
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Swedes  penetoated  into:Pni3iiiati  Pomeramay  took  .the 
towns  of  Auclam  and.Demcuin.  and  laid  the  whole  coim- 
try  under  contribution.  The  army  of  the  emfHre,  rein- 
forced by  that  of  prince  Soubise^  after  many  delays,  was 
at  last  in  full  march  to  enter  Saoiony ;  and  this ,  motion 
left  the  Austrians  at  liberty  to  turn  the  greatest  part  of 
their  forces  to  the  reduction  of  Silesia.  An  Austrian 
general,  penetrating  through  Lusatia,  passed  by  the 
Prussian  armies,  and  suddenly  presenting  himself  before 
the  gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  whole  country  under  con-* 
tribution^  and  though  he  retired  on  the  approach  of  a 
body  ofi  Prussians^  yet  he  still  found  means  to  mterrupit 
^the  communication  of  these  last  with  Silesia.  The  Prus- 
sians, it  is  true,  exerted  themselves  bravely  on  all  sides, 
and  theiJD. enemies  jSed  before  jbbem;/fbut  whilst-tnie  body 
was  pursuing,  another  gained  upon  them  in  some  other 
part.  The  winter  approached,  their  strength  decayed, 
and  their  adversaries  multiplied  daily.  Their  king  ha- 
rassed^  and  almost  spent  with  incessant  &tig^e  both  of 
body  and  of  mind,  was,  in  a  manner,  excluded  from  the 
empire.  The  greatest  part  of  his  dominions  were  eiUi^r 
taken  from  him,  or .  laid  under  contribution,  and  pos- 
sesi^d  by  his  enemies;  who  collected  the  publiGrevejiues, 
fattened  on  the  contributions,  and  with  the  riches  which 
they  drew  from  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  and  other 
p6nquests^  defrayed  the  expenses  of  the  war;  and  by  the 
convention  of  Closter-Seven,hew^  deprived  of  his  alUes» 
azkL  left  without  any  assistance  whatever,  excepting  what 
the  British  parliament  might  think  fit  to  supply.  How 
different  is  this  picture  from  that  whidi  the  king  of 
Prussia  exhibited  whai  he  took  arms  to  enter  Saaconyt 
But,  in  order  to  form  a  clear  idea  of  these  events,  of  the 
situation  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  and  of  the  steps  he 
took  to  defeat  the  designs  of  his  antagonists,  and  ex- 
tricate himself  from  his  great  and  numerous  distresses, 
it  will  be  proper  now  to  take  a-  view  of  the  several  trans-^ 
actions  of  his  enemies,  as  well  during  his  stay  in  Boh^- 
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mia,  as  from  tibe  time  of  his  leaving*  it^  down  to  that 
which  we  are  now  speaking  of. 

:  §  III.  Whilst  the  king  of  Prussia  was  in  Bohemia,  the 
empress  of  Russia  ordered  notice  to  be  given  to  all  mas- 
tors  of  ships,  that,  if  any  of  them  were  found  assisting  the 
Prussians,  by  the  transportation  of  troops,  artillery,  and 
ammunition,  they  should  be  condemned  as  legal  prizes; 
and  her  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  men  of  war  and  fri* 
gates,  with  two  bomb-ketches,  was  sent  to  block  up  the 
Prussian  ports  in  the  Baltic,  where  it  took  several  ships 
of  that  nation,  which  were  employed  in  carrying  provi- 
sions and  merchandise  from  one  port  to  another.  One 
of  these  ships  of  war  appearing  before  Memel,  a  town  of 
Poland,  but  subject  to  Prussia,  the  commandant  sent  an 
officer  to  the  captain,  to  know  whether  he  came  as  a 
friend  or  an  enemy;  to  which  interrogation  the  Russian 
captain  replied,  That,  notwithstanding  the  dispbi^itions 
of  the  empress  of  both  the  Russias  were  sufficiently 
known,  yet  hcf  would  farther  explain  them,  by  declaring 
that  his  orders  and  those  of  the  other  Russian  com- 
manders, were,  in  conformity  to  the  law«  of  war,  to  seize 
on  ali;the  Prussian  vessels  they  met  with  on  their  cruise: 
Upon  which  the  commlaindant  of  Memel  immediately 
gave  orders  for  pointing  the  cannon  to  fire  upon  all 
Russian  ships  that  should  approach  thait  place. 

§IV.  The  land  forces  of  the  Russians  had  now  Un-. 
gered  on  their  march  upwards  of  six  months:  aiild  it  was 
pretty  generally  doubted,  by  those  who  were  supplied 
to. have  the  best  intelligence,  whether  they  ever  were  de- 
signed really  to  pass  into  the  Prussian  territories^^not 
only  on  account  of  their  long  stay  oti  the  borders  of  Li- 
thuania, but  also  because  several  df  their  Qbssacks  had 
been  severely  punished  for  plundering  the  waggons  of 
some  Prussian  peasants  upon  the  frontiers  of  Courland, 
and  thedamage  of  the  peasants  compensated  with  money, 
though  general  Apraxin's  army  wa$  at  the  same  time 
greatly  distressed  by  the  want  of  provisions;  when,  on 
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a  sudden,  tKey  qoickened  tbeir  motions,'  and  shewed 
they  were^  in  earnest,  determined  to  accomplish  the  ruin 
of  Prussia.  Their  first  act  of  hostility  was '  the  *  attack 
of  Memel,  which  surrendered;  and,  by  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  garrisonshould  inarch 
out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  after  having  engaged 
not  to  sbrye  against  the  empr^s,  or  any  of  her  allies,  for 
the  space  of  one  year. 

§  V.  His  Prussian  majesty,  justly  foreseeing  the  great 
enormities  that  were  to  be  expected  from  th^e  savage 
enemies,  who  were  unaccustomed  to  make  war,  except 
upon  nations  as  barbarous  as  themselves,  who  looked 
upon  war  only  as  an  opportunity^for  plunder;  and  every 
country  through  which  they  happened  to  march  as  theirs' 
by  right  of  conquest,  published  the  following  declaration: 
"  It  is  sufficiently  known,  that  the  king  of  Prussia,  after 
the  example  of  his  glorious  jpredecessors,  has,  ever  since 
his  accession  to  the  crown,  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to* 
seek  the  friendship  of  the  imperial  court  of  Russia,  and 
cultivate  it  by  evety  method.  His  Prussian'majesty  hasr 
had  the  satisfaction  to  live,  for  several  successive  years/ 
in  the  strictest  harmony  with  the  reigning  empress ;  and 
this  happy  union  would  be  still  subsisting,  if  evil-minded 
potentates  had  not  broke  it  hy  their  secret  machinations, 
and  carried  things  to  such  a  height,  that  the  ministers 
on  both  sides  have  been  recalled,  and  the  correspondence 
broken'  off.  However  melancholy  these  circumstances 
might  be  for  the  king,  his  majesty  was  nevertheless  tnost 
attentive  to  prevent  any  thing  that  might  increase  the 
alienation  of  the  Russian  court.  He  hath  been  particu- 
larly careful,  during  these  disturbances  of  the  war  that 
ftow  unhappily  rages,  to  avoid  whatever  might  involve 
him  in  a  difference  with  that  court,  notwithstanding  the 
great  grievances,  he  hath  to  allege  against  it ;  and  that 
it  was  piiblicly  known  the  court  of  Vienna  had  at  last 
drawn  that  of  Russia  into  its  destructive  views,  and  made 
it  serve  as  an  instrument  for  favouring  the  schemes  of 
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Austria*  Hiis  majesty  hath  given  th6  wl^ole  work)  ineoE^ 
testable  proofs,- that  he  was  under  an  indi^ensable  ne^. 
cessity  of  having  rect^rse  to  the  measure  she  hath  taken- 
i^ins't  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  who  forced  him 
by  their  conduct  to  take  up  arms  for  his  defence.  Yet, 
even  sitice  things  have  been  brought  to  this  extremity, 
the  king  hath  offered  to  lay  down  his  arms>  if  proper 
securities  should  be  granted  to  him.  His  majesty  hath 
not  neglected  to  expose  the  artifices  by  which  the  impe- 
rial co^trt  of  Russia  hath  been  drawn  into  measures  .So^ 
opposite  to  the  empress's  sentiments,  and  which  would 
excite  the  utmost  indignation  of  that  great  princess,  if 
the  truth  could  be  placed  before  her  without  disguise. 
The*yhg'did  more:  he  suggested  to  her  imperial  ma- 
jesty  sufficient  means  either  to  excuse  her  not  taking  any 
part  in  the  present  war,  or  to  avoid,  upon  the  justest 
grounds;  the  execution  of  those  engagements  which  the 
tjourt  of  Vienna  claimed  by  a  manifest  abuse  of  obliga- 
tions, which  they  employed  to  palliate  their  unlawful 
views.  It  wholly  depended  upon  the  empress  of  Russia 
to  extinguish  the  flames  of  the  war,  without  unsheath- 
ing the  sword,  by  pursuing  the  measures  suggested  by 
the  king.  This  conduct  would  have  immortalized  her 
reign  throughout  all  Europe.  It  would  have  gained 
h^r  more  lasting  glory  than  can  be^  acquired  by  the 
greatest  triumphs;  The  king  finds  with  regret,  that  all 
his  precautions  and  care  to  maintain  peace  with  the 
Ruissian  empire  are  fruitless,  and  that  the  intrigues  of 
hia  eaemies  have  pirevailed.  His  majesty  sees  all  the 
considerations  of  friendship  and  good  neighbourhood  set 
aside  by  the  imperial  court  of  Russia,  as  well  as  theob- 
servaiice  of  its  engagementa  with  his  majesty.  He  sees 
that  court  marching  its  troops  through  the  territories  of 
a  foreign  power,  and^  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  in 
drdeir  to  attack  the  king  in  his  dominions;  and  thus  taking 
part  in  a  war,  in  which  his  enemies  have  involved  the 
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BMatain  empire*  In  $vLek  ^ireuinlttaDces^  the  king  bath 
no  odier  part  to  take,  but  to  employ  the  power  which 
God  hath  intrai^d  to  him  in  defendii:^  himself,  prottet- 
ing  his  subjects^  and  repelling  every  ui\just  attack,  His 
ipajesty.  ivill  never  lose  sight  of  the  rules  whiqh  are  ob- 
aerred,  even  in  the  midst  of  war  among  civilised  nations. 
But  if,  contrary  to  all  hope  and  expectation,  these  rules 
should  be  violated  by  the  troops  of  Russia,  if  they  commit 
in  the  king's  territories  disorders  and  excesses  disallowed 
by  the  law  of  arms,  his  majesty  must  not  be  blamed  if 
he  makes  repriseds  in  Saxony;  imd  if,  insrtead  of  that 
good  ordeca^nd  rigorous  discipline  which  have  hitherto 
been -observed  by  his  army,  avoiding  all  sorts  of  violence 
and  he  finds  himself  forced,  contrary  to  his  inclination,  to 
siiffer  the  provinces  and  subjects  of  Saxony  to  be  treated 
in  the  same  manner  as  his  own  territories  phall  be 
treated.  As  t6  the  rest,  the  king  will  soon  publish  to 
the  whole  world  the  futility  of  the  reasons  alleged  by  the 
imperial  court  of  Russia  to  justify  its  a^resdi<>n;  and, 
as  his  majesty  is  forced  upon  making  his  defence,  he  has 
iQom  to  hope,  with  confidence^  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
will  bless  his  righteous  arms;  that  he  will  disappoint  the 
unjust  enterprises  of  his  enemies,  and  grant  him  his  pow- 
erful assistance,  to  enable  him  to  tn^ke  head  against  them. '^ 
^  VI.  When  the  king  of  Prussia  was  put  under  the 
ba]\  of  jthe  empire,  the  several  princes  who  compose  that 
body  W^e  required,  by  the  decree  of  the  Aulic  council^ 
as  we  observed  b^ore^'to  furnish  their  respective  contin- 
gents against  him-  Those  who  feared  him  looked  upon 
this  as  a  fair  opportunity  of  reducing  him;  and  thos9 
who  stood  in  awe  of  the  house  of  Austria  were,  through 
necessity,  compelled  to  support  that  power  which  i]^ 
drreaded.  Besides  they  wereaccustomed  to  the  influence^ 
of  a  family,  in  which  the  empire  had,  for  a  loi^  time, 
been  in  a  manner  hereditary ;  and  were  also  intimidated 
by  the  appearance  of  a  ^confederacy,  the  most  fonnidable) 
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perhctps,  ithat  tife  woifld  laiad  Brerseen.  Yet,  notwitii- 
standing  all  thi^,  ibe  'co^stmgents,  botli  o£  m&k  and 
mdroey,  were  collected  slowly;  ^he  ttoops  Were  badly 
eotniposed;  and  mitnyof  those,  not  only  4>f  the  Protestant 
piinceis,  but  also  of  the  Catholics,  shewed  the  utmost 
relutftance  to  act  against  his  Prussian  majesty,  which, 
iild^ed,  none  of  them  would  have  been  able  to  do,:had 
it  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  the  French  under  tibe 
prince  de  Soubise.  The  dector-palatine  lost  above  ^a 
&ousand  men  by  desertion.  Four  thousand  of  the  troops 
belonging  to  the  duke  of  Wirt^^mberg  being  ddlvered^o 
the  French  comnnssary  on  the  24th  of  June,  were  imme- 
diately reviewed;  but  the  review  was  scarcely  finished^ 
when  they  began  to  oiy  aloud,  that  they  were  sold.  Next 
morning  thirty'  c^f  them  deserted  at  once,  aond  were  soon 
followed  by  parties  of  twenty  and  thirty  each,  who 
forced  their  way  through  the  d^achm^nts  that  guarded 
the  gates  of  ^Stutgard,  and  in  the  evening  the  mutiny 
became  general.  They  fired  upon  the  officers  in  their 
barracks,  "and  let  their  general  know,  that  if  he  did  not 
immediately  withdraw,  they  would  put  him.  to  death* 
M(^nwhite, 'some  of  the  officers  having  pursued  thede*" 
i^erters,  brought  back  a  part  of  them  prisoners,  vixhen  th4e 
r^st  of  the  soldiers  declared,  that  if  4hey  were  not  imme-* 
diately  rekased,  they  would^et  fire  to  tbeatadthouse and 
barracks ;  upon  which  the  fir isona^  were  set  at  libertjr 
late  in  the  evening.  Next'  morning  liie  soldiers  assem* 
bled,  and,  having  seized  sdme  of  the  oificers,  three  or 
four  hundred  of  diem  marched  out  of  the  town  at  a  time, 
with  the  music  of  the  regihiente  plajring  before  them; 
and  in  this  manner  near  three  th6usand<of  them  filed  off, 
and  the  remainder  were  afterwaid  discharged.      : 

§  VII.  The  king  of  Prussia,  upbnbis  leaving  Bche^ 
mia,  after  the  battle  of  Kolin,  retired  towsads  Saxony,  as 
we  observed  before ;  and  having  sent  his  heavy  artillery 
tod  mortars  up  the  Elbe  to  Dresden,  fixed  hia  caimp  on 
the  banks  of  that  river,  at  Leitmeritz,  where  his  main 
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aiiny  .was  stH>ngly  intrenched,  whilst  mareschal  K^ith,  * 
with  the  troops  under  his  command,  encamped  on  the 
opposite  shore;  a  free  communication  being  kept  open 
by  means  of  a  bridge.     At  the  same  time,  detachments 
were  ordered  to  secure  the  passes  into  Saxony.     As  this 
position  of  the  king  of  Prussia  prievented  the  Austrians 
from  being  able  to  penetrate  into  Saxony  by  the  way  of 
the  Elbe,  they  moved,  by  slow  marches,  into  the  circle 
of  Buntzlau,  and,  at  last,  with  a  detachment,  comimanded 
by  .the  duke  of  d'Aremberg  and  M.  Macguire,  on  the 
1 8th  of  June,  fell  suddenly  upon,  and  took  the  important 
post  at  Grabel,  situated  between  the  Boemish-Leypa  and 
Zittau^  after  an  obstinate  defence  made  by  the  Prussian 
garrison,  under  major-general  Putkammer,  consisting  of 
four  battalions,  who  were  obliged  to  surrender  prisoners 
of  war.     The  Austrians  haying  by  this  motion  gained  a 
march  towards  Lusatia,  upon  a  corps  which  had, been 
detached  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of  Prussiia 
to  watch  them,  his,  Prussian  majesty  thought  proper  to  • 
leave  Leitmeritz  on  the  20th  in  the  morning,  and  lay  that 
night,  at  Lickowitz,  a  village  opposite  to  Leitmeritz,  of 
which  a  battalion  of  his  troops  still  kept  possession, 
while  the  rest  of  his  army  remained  encamped  in  the    ' 
plain  before  that  place.    Next  morning,  at  break  of  day, 
prince.  Henry  decamped,  and  made  so  good  a  disposition 
for  his  retreat,  that  he  did  not  lose  a  single  man,  though 
he  marched  in  sight  of  the  whole  body  of  Austrian  ir- 
regulars.    He  passed  the  bridge  at  Leitmeritz,  after  ^ 
withdrawing  the  battalion:  that  was  in  the  town,  and 
having  burnt  the*  bridge^  the  whole  army  united,  and 
made  a  small  movement  towards  the  passes  of  the  moun- 
tains ;  the  king  then  lying  atSulowitz,  neistr  the  field  where 
the  battle  of  Lowoschutz  was  fought  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober of  the  pl'eceding  year.     The  heavy  baggage  was 
§ent  on  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  proper  escort :  and  in 
.the  morning  of  the  22d  the  army  marched  in  two  co- 
lumns, and  encamped  on  the  high  grounds  at  Lusechitz, 
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a  little  beyond  Lenai,  where  ii  hklted  the  23d:  No  attack 
was  made  upon  the  rear-guard,  though  great  numbers 
of  Austrian  hussars,  and'  other  irregulars,  had  appeiEU^ed 
the  evening  before  within  cannon-jshot  of  the  Prussian 
camp.  On  the  24th  the  array  marched  to  Nellendpff ; 
on  the  2dth  it  encamped  near  Cdtta,  oh  the  2t>th'near 
Pima,  Inhere  it  halted  next  day;  and  on  the  28th  dt 
crossed  the  river  near  that  place,  and.^tered  Lusatia, 
where,  by  the  end  of  the  month,  it  encamped  near 
Bautzen. 

§  Vnr.  The  king's  army  made  this  retreat  iviA  all  ^e 
success  that  could  be  wished;  but  the  corps  under  the 
prince  of  Prussia  had  not  the  same  good  fortune ;  for 
the  Austrians  immediately  afiter  their  taking  Gabel,  sibnt 
a  strong  detscchment  against  Zittau,  a  trading  town^  in 
the  circle  of  Upper  Saxony,  where  the  Prussians  ihad 
large  magazines,  and  a  garrison  of  six  battaUons,  ^aind^ 
in  his  sight,  attacked  it  with  uncommon  rage.  Paying 
no  regard  to  the  inhabitants  ais  being  friends  or  allies^ 
but  determined-  to  reduce  the.  place  before  the  king  of 
Pmssia  could  have  time  to  march  to  its  relief,  tAnBy"  no 
sooner  arrived  before  it,  than  they  bombarded  and  can- 
nonaded it  with  such  fury,  that  indst  of  the  garrison, 
finding  themselves  unable  to  resist,  niade  their  escape^ 
.and  carried  off.  as  much  as  they  could  of  the  magazinieSj 
leaving  only  three  dr  four  hundred  men  in  the  town^ 
und^r  colonel  Diricke,  to  hold  out  as  long  as  possible ; 
which  he  accordingly  did,  till  the  whole  place  wasalmost 
destroyed-  The  cannonading  began  on  the  23d  of  July, 
at  eleven  in  the  morning,  and  lasted  till  five  in  the^ev^- 
ing.  In  this  space  of  time  four  thousand  balls,  many  of 
them  red  hot,  were  fired  into  this  unfortunate  ciityj  with 
so  little  ihtennission,  that  it  was  soon  set  on  fire  in  se- 
/veral  places.  In  the  confus^ion  which  the  conflagration 
produced,  the  Austrians  entered  the  town,  and  Ihe  inha- 
fcitwts  imagined  thut  they  had  thien  nothing  farther,  to 
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fear;  and  that  their  friends  the ^Au^tFiaos  would  assist 
them  in.eiitinguishing  the  flames/ and  saving  the  place: 
but  inthisparticulartheirexpeetations  ware  disappointed* 
The  Pandours  and  Sdavonians^  who  rushed  in  with  the 
r^iilar  troops,  mada  no  distinction  between,  the  Prus^ 
stoDfi^knd  ike\  inhabitants,  of  Zittau:  instead  of  helping 
to  qttoidi  tbe  'flames,  they  began:  to  plunder  the,  ware^ 
houses  which  thd  fire  had  not  reached ;  so  that  all  the 
issuable  merchandise  they  contained  was  either  carried 
ofi*,  or  reduced  to  ashes.  Upwards  of  six  hundred  houses, 
and  almost  all  the  public  i)uildings,  the  cathedrals  of 
SiU  John  rand  ^.  James;  the  orphan-hduse,  eight  parson^ 
age  houses,  eight  schools,  the  town-ho«S€^,  and  every 
thing'contained  in  it,  the  public  wdighrhouse,  the  prison^ 
the/  archives  axid  aU  thev^  other  dociunaits  of  the  to  wuf 
qoiincil,  the.platCy  and  other  things  of  value,  presented 
to  .&e  town,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  emperors,  kingei, 
and  other  princes  and  nobleman,  were  entirely  destroyed, 
and  more  than  four  hundred  citizens 'were  killed  in  this 
assault  Of  the  whole  town  there  was  left  standing  only 
one  hundred  and  thirty-reight  houses,  two  churches,  the 
council,  library,  and  the  salt-work.  The  que^  of  Bos- 
fafflbd  was-so  aifected  by  th^  melancholy  account,  that 
aha  is  said  to  havei  fainted  away  upon  hearing  it.  As 
this  city  belonged  totheir  friend  the  king  ci  Poland^ 
the  Austrians  <  thought  proper  to  publish  an  excuse  Bsr 
their  conduct,  ascribing  it  entirely  to  the  necessity  they 
were  under,  and  the  obstinate  defence  made  by)' the 
Prussian  garrison.  But  what  excuses  can  atone  for  such 
baibarity? 

§  IK.  The  corps  under  the  prince  of  Prussia,  which 
had  been  witnesses  to  this  d^truction  of  this  xmhapp)r 
place,  was,  by  the  king's  march  to  Bauzten,  fortunately 
extricated  from  the  danger  of  being  surrounded  by  tl^ 
Austijasas,  who^  upon  his  majesty's  apj^fxmch,  retired 
from  &Ait  posts  on  th<s  rights  Soon  after  this  eventy  the 


17^7.]  GEORGE    11.  273 

prince  of  Pnw«a,  (hiding  hk  health  much  impaired  by- 
the. fatigues  of  the  campaign/  quitted  the  army,  and  re- 
turned to  Berlin.  In  the  mean  time;^  maresohal  Keitfa, 
who  had  been  left  upon  the  ftontiery  to  guard  the  passes 
of  the  mountains  of  Bohemia/ arrived  at  Ptrna)'  having 
been  much  harassed  in  his  march  by  the  enany's  itfe^ 
gular  troops,  and  lost  some  W£^gon»  of  provi^ns  and 
baggage.  After  resting  a  day  at  Pima,  he  pursmd  h|B 
march  throughi  Dresden  with  twenty  battaltions,  mid 
forty  squadrons/and  encamped  on  the  right  oftheEUb^, 
before  the  gate  of  the  new  city,  from  whence  he  joined 
the  kiskg  .between  Bautzen  and  Coerlite^  The  Prussian 
army /now  re^^assembled  at  this  {dace,,  amounted  to  about 
jsixty  thousand' men^  besides'  twelve  battaliops, and  ten 
squadrons  which  remained  m  the  famous,  icamp  at  Pintti, 
miideri  the  prance  of  Anhak-Dessau,  to  cmeari  DrasnAen, 
secure:  the  gorges,  oi  the  mountains,  and  cbedk  the  in- 
cursioiis:.of  the  Austrian  irregulars,  with  whom,  aslhey 
were  continually  flpng  about  the  skirts  of  the  Pruasiah 
army,  as  well  in  their  encsmapments  as  on  their  nuarchte, 
almost  daily  skirmishes  happened,  with  various  success. 
Though  some  of  these  encounters  were  very  bloody, 
th^  cost  the  Prussians  much  fewer  men  thaU'  tHeyloot 
by- desertion  since  the  hMile  of  Kolin.  The  reason  se&aiB 
obv4ou« : — the  Prussian  an&y^had'beett  recruited,  intimes 
of  peace^  from  all  parts  of  Germ  toy :  and  >^ugh  diis 
way  of  recruiting  may  be  very  proper  in  such  times,  ye* 
it  caimot  be  expected  to  answer  in  a  state  of  actual  war; 
ee^cially  an  unicnrtunate  war}  because  the  fidelity  of 
such  soldiers  x^a|i  never  be  so  much  depended  on  a&  that 
of  aativeS)  who  serve  their  natural  sovereign  from  {nid- 

*  Tida  was  the  reason  that  was  publicly  assigned  for  his  quitting  the  army ; 
littC  a  much  more  probable  one,  which  was  only  whispered^  sectais  to  have  beed, 
that  this  |»rinoe,  than  whom  none  jsvei  was  inore  .remarkable  for  humanity. and 
the  social  virtues,  disliking  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  king  hiii  brother,  cMd 
not  lefwi  ten»  ^xpostnlating  wit|i  him  <m  t]b|at  subject ;  ixpoa  .whidk  his  fB|Ms<ir» 
with  an  air  of  great  disapprobation,  told  him,  "  That  the  air  of  Berlin  woula  be 
lwtl«r4bT  him  ihan that  <^ihe«aap.".  Th»  prince. acc<»dingly  letinddt^to  ^tefii* 
where,he  died  soon  aft^Br ;.  pief  and  concern  for  the  welfare,  of  hi»  hsofk^x,  and 
Ibr  the  steps  taken  by  him,  haring  no  small  share  in  his  death. 
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ciple^  and  not  merely  for  pay,  and  who  must  desert  their 
€ount1ry,  tbeir  parents^  and  their  friends,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  desert  their  prince;  ' 

§  X.  It  will  be  proper  here '  to  take  notice,  of  some 
events  which  couldnoteasily  be  mentioned  before^  with- 
out breaking  through  the  order  we  have  proposed: to 
ouraelreg  in  the  writing  ofthis  hi^ry.-:The  empress- 
queen,  more  imbittered  than  ever  against  the  king  of 
Prussia  and  his  allies,  recalled  her  ministers, .  count 
Cbloredo  and  monsieur  Zohem,  from  London,  towards 
the  beginning  of  July ;  and  about  the  same  time. cotmt 
'Kistunitz,  great  chancellor  of  the  empire,  informed  Mr. 
Keith,  the  British  minister  at  Vienna,  that^the  court  of 
London^  by  the  succours  it  had  given,  and  still  continued 
to  give,  the  long  of  Prussia,  as  well  as  by  other  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  present,  state  of  affairs;  having 
broken  the  solemn  engagements  which  united  this  crown 
with  the  house  of  Austria,  her  majesty  the  empcess-qifeen 
•had  thought  proper  to  recal  her  minister  from  Ei^land, 
and  conseiquently  to  break,  off  all  correspondence. .  Mr. 
Keith,  in  pursuance  of  this^  notice,  set  out  from  Vienna 
on  the  29th  of  July ;  as  did  also  Mr.  DesroUes,  :his.  Bri- 
taimic  majesty's  minister  at  the  CQurt  of  Brussels^  from 
thir  last  place,  about  the  same  time..  On  the  7th  of 
July,  general  Pisa,  -  commandant  at  Qstend,  Nieupprt, 
and  the  maritime  ports  of  Flanders,  seat  his  adjutai^  to 
the  English  vice-consul  at  Ostend,  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  io  tell  him,  that,  by  orders  from  his  court,  all 
communication  with  England  was  broke  off;  and  de-  * 
sired  the >viceTC<msul  to  intimate  to  the  packet-boatsifmd 
Briti^  shipping  at  Ostend  ^  Bruges,  and  Nieujjort,  to 
depart  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  not  to  return  into  any 
of  the  ports  of  the  empress^  queen  till  farther  dispo;sition 
should  be  made.  The  reasons  alleged  by  the  court  of 
Vientia  for  debaning  the  subjects  of  his  Britaiimc  ma* 
jesty  from  the  use  of  these  ports,  obtained  for  the  house 
of  Austria  by  the  arms  and  treasures  of  Gteat  Britain^ 
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wexel  ^^  Tlmt  Uer  imp^ria)  majesty  the  empfimHifae^n/ 
Gould  not  with  indifference  se^  England,  instead  df! 
giymg.  succours  due  to  her  by  the  most  solemn  treaties/ 
«nter  into  an  alliance  with  her  enemy  the  king  of  Prus* 
sia,  and  actually  afford  him  all  manner  of  assistance^ 
assembling  armies  to  oppose  those  which'  the  most 
Christian  kis^,  l^r  ally,  had  sent  to  her  aid,  axul  stiffer*- 
ing  privateers  to  exercise  og^n  yiolence  in  her  roads^ 
under  the  cannon  of  her  ports  and  coasts,  without  giving 
the  least  satisfection  or  answer  to  the  'complaints  mad^ 
on  that  account ;  and  the  king  of  Gseat  Britain^  himself, 
lat  the  very  time  she  ^was  offering  ^im  a  neiiiirality  for 
Hanover,  publishing,  by  a  message  to  his  parliament, 
lihat  she  had  fonhed,  with  the  mos£  Christian  king,  dan^ 
.gerous  designs  against  that. electorate ;  therdbre,  her 
majesty,  desirous  of  providing  for  the  security  of  Ker 
-ports,  jiMlged  it  expedient  to  giVethe  foifementiohed  or- 
di&tfi ;  and  at  the  samel  time  to  declare,  that  she  could  n^ 
ionger  permit  a  free  communication  between  her  subjects 
and  the  English,  which  had  hitherto  been  founded  upon 
treaties,  that  Great  Britain  had,  without  scruple,  openly 
vicSated."    Notwithstanding  these  orders,  the  Eng^g^ 
packet-boats,  with,  letters,  were  allowed  to  pass  as  usual 
to  and  from  Ostend;  the  ministers  of  her  imperial  ma- 
jesty'wisely  considenng  how  good  a  revenue  the  postage  * 
of  English  letters  brii)^  in  to  the  post-^office  of  the 
Austrian  Netherlands*     Ostend  and  Nieuport,  ^by  order 
of  her  imperial  majesty,,  received  each  of  them  a  Frraicil 
garrison;  the  former  on  the  19th  of  July,  andfthe  latter 
the  next  day,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  la  Motte, 
upon  vi'hose  arrival  the  Austrian  troops  evacaaPted  &Qse, 
places  i  tiiough  the  einpfessrqueen  still  reserved  to  her-*' 
selfi  in  both  of  them,  the  fiiU  and  fSree  exercise  of  all  her 
rights  of  sovereignty ;  to  which  jpurpose  an  oath  was 
administered  to  the  French  commandant  by  h^  majesty's 
inifiaster-plenipotentiary.  for  i&e,  government  of  the  Low 
Countri^.  '-.  At  Ae  same  tiind,  their  impeiiaLand  medst 
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dmskiMi  nMi|«tiei§  notified  fo  tbe  mvgikttuefoi  Hsm^ 
burgh,  ihiX  they  mtist  not  admit  key  Englidi  inan*o& 
Y^ari  or  transportB,  into  their  port;  on  pain  of  haying  a 
French  garrison  imposed  on  them.  The  city  of  Gueldrea^ 
Iffhich  had  be^i  blocked  up  by  the  French  ever  dince  the 
beginning  of  summer^  was  forced  by  famine^tq  capitulate 
on  the  24  th  of  Aiigust,  and  the  garrison  marched  out 
with  all  the  honours  of  war,  in  order  to  be  conducted  to 
Berlin ;  but  so  many  of  them  deserted,  that,  whto  they 
pluased  by  Cologne,  the  whole  garrison  consisted  only  of 
the  ^  commandant  and  forty-seven  m^i.  By  the  sur^ 
vender  of  this  place,  the.  whole  country  lay  qpen<.t6  the 
Fxendi  and  their  allies  quite  xxp  to  Magdeburgh ;  and 
the  empress-queen  immediately  received  two  hundred 
ihdupaxid  crowns  from  the  reveoiues  of  Gleves  and  la 
•Maroke  alone« 

.  .^.XL  To  return  to  the  affidrs  more  iinn^iatelyie- 
htxag  to  the  king  of  Prussia^  The  advanced  posts  of 
jthe  prince  of  AnhaH-^Dessiiiu  at  Pima  vrere  attacked,  oik 
the  lOth  of  August,  by  a  body  of  hiusars,  and  other 
irregular  troops  of  the  Austrians;  but  the  Prussians 
8o<^  obliged  them  to  retire^i  with  the  loss  iof  seveiial  men 
and  two  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the  19th  of  the  saine 
zppnth,  early  in  the  monung,  a  great  number  of  Austrian 
Pandours  surrounded  a  little  town  called  GotSeb^  in 
whidb  a  Prussian  garrison  was  quartered,  With  a  design 
to  tfdiLe  it  by  surprise.  The  Pandours  iEittacked  it  onidl 
0,des>  and  in  the  beginnhig  killed  twenty-three  Prussians) 
«ild  wounded  many;  but  the  Prussians  having  ralliedj 
)[iepnls0d  the  assailants  with  great  loss.  These,  however} 
wejre  but  a  sort  of  preludes  to  much  more  decisive  ac-» 
tipn^. which  happened  soon  after.  Silesia,  which  had 
hithettd  been  umlisturbed  this  year,  began  no^.tbtieri 
the  effeots  of  war. .  Baron  Jabnus,  an*  Austrian  coloiid> 
ahterihg  that  coi^ntry  with  only  a  handful, of  men,  made 
himie|f  master  o{  Hirschberg,  Waldenberg^  Ctottesbiirg^ 
Ep>(riQBnrt^m,.and  Landshut    l%ey  wer^,  indeed,  but 
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lypeB  places;  andhe  wasrepiilised  m an  attempt  iipbn 
StrigiUi  On  the  side  of  Franeo&ia  the  army  of  the  ein»- 
pire  ^as  assembling  T^ith  all  speed,  under  the  prince  of 
Saxe-Hildbur^ausen ;  the  Freiich  were  maiKihing  a 
second  army  from  their  interior  provinces  into  Alsac^ 
in .  order  to  join  the  imperialists :  the  first  division  of 
iheir  troops  had  already  entered  the  empire,  and  were 
jadvanced  as  far  as  Hanau.  The  Swedes  were  now  pfi^ 
paring,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  to  send  a  ntimerous 
krmy  into  Pomidrania ;  and  the  Russislns,  who^  since  tte 
rtaking  of  Memel,  had  not  done  the  king  of  Prussia  mueh 
4amage,  besides  that  of  obliging  him  to  keep  an  army4n 
Prussia  to  oppose  them,  and  interrupting  the  trade  ^ 
iCoiiig^b^  by  their  squadrons,  were  again  adyancii»|r 
with  hai^ty  strides  towards  Prussia,  marking  their  steps 
with  horrid  desolation,  Fiekl-maresehal  Lehwald,  who 
had  been  left  in  Prussia,  with  an  army  of  thirty  thoi^ 
sand  men,  to  guard  that  kingdom  during  the  absence  of 
his  master,  was  encamped  hear  Velau,  when  th^  Rus^ 
siai^,  to  the  numblar  of  eighty  thousand,  after  taking 

^  .Memel,  advanced  against  the  tmitories  of  the  Prussian 
Jking,  whose  situation  ^ow  drew  upon  ^im  the  attention 
of  all  Europe.  In  the  night  between  the  7th  and  8tli 
of  August,  colonel  Malachowsti,  one  of  mateschal  Leh^ 

'  Wald's  officers,  marched  to  reconnoitre  the  position  isS 
ih.e  enemy,  when  a  skirmish  he^ened,  which  last^ 
near  two  hours,  betweeti  his  advanced  ranks  and  a  Rud^ 
sian  detachment,  three  times  stroiiger  than  f  he  Pnis^itti£i^ 
The  Russians  were  repulsed,  and  fled  into  thei  irob'd^ 
aliier  having  fifty  mm  killed,  and  a  great  numbet 
jpromtiied;.  The  Prussians  lost  but  one  man,  and  had 
^mrteen  wounded.  '♦. 

.  ^.XII,  Several  oAi&t  little  skirmishes  happened  bef 
tyfeesx  letiaggliiig  parties  of  the  two  ^rnues;  ^dthi 
RaiEi^iins  went  (m  pillaging  and  kying  wasle^diy  thnag 
bi^liore  tibem,  till  a^  lengtli  4ke  two  aifihiei  h^tifig  ^p^ 
f  r^ch«d<jQi)e  JVQciliier  in  BrkiKie&tergh-Pruisslii, 
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.dml  Lekwadd,  finding  it  impossible  to  lipare  detaclim€ttte 
fcom  so  small  a  number  as  his  was^  compared  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  to  cover  the .  wretched  inhabitants  from  the 
joutrages  committed,  on  them  by  the  Russian  Cossacks^ 
And  other  barbarians  belonging  to  them,  judged  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  attack  their  main  army,  and  accord- 
ingly, notwithstanding  his  great  disadvantage  in  almost 
^every  respect,  he  rei^ol ved  to  hazard  a  battle  on  the  3Cith 
;of  August. :    The  Russians,  consisting,  as  we  before  obr 
^rved,  of  eighty  thousand  regulars,  under  the  command 
of  mareschal  Apraxin,  avoiding  the  open  field,  were 
Intrenched  in  a  most  advan^geous  camp  near  Norkitten 
in  Prussia.     Their  army  was  composed  of  four  lines, 
(each  of  which  was  guarded  by  an  intrenchment,  and  the 
.whole  was  defended  by  two  hundred  pieces  of  ciannon, 
'batteries  beii%  placed  upon  all  the  eminences^  mareschal 
Lehwald's  army  scarcely  amounting  to  thirty  thousand 
men. .   The  action  began  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  was 
<rarried  on  with  so  much  Tigotfr,^  that  the  Prussians  en- 
,  tirdy  broke  the  whole  first  Ime  of  the  eiiemy,  and  forced 
nil  their  batteries.    The  prince   of  Holstein-Gottorp, 
}H*other  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment of  dragoonsy  routed  the  Russian  cavalry,  and  after- 
Ward  fell  upon  ia  regiinent  of  grenadiers,  which  was  cut 
tp  pieces ;  but  when  the  Prussians  came  to  the  second 
intrenchment,  mareschal  Lehwald,  seeing  that  he  could 
not  attempt  to.  carry  it  witiHout  exposing  his  army  too 
Siuch,  took  Ihe  resoktion  to  retire.     The  Prussians  re- 
timed to  their  former  camp  at  Velau,  and  the  Russians 
reitnained:  ui  their  present  situation.    The  loss  of  the 
Frussiaiis, '  little  exceeding  two  thousand  killed  and 
bounded,  wa»  immediately  replaced  out  of  the  disci- 
p)fbed  nnlitia.    The  Riissiains  lost  z,>  much  greaier 'num- 
ber.'i^ei^^Ral  Ls^uchih  was  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
«oiier,  wi&  a  colonel  of  the.  Russian  artillery;  but  the 
forjner  w^  «ent  back  onhvs  par<^e.    The  Prussian  army 
1^^  at  fiii»ty  made  '^entsdvi^  masters  <tf  above  eighty 
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pi^oes  of  cannon ;  but  were  titenraxd  obl%ed  to  aban-: 
donthemwith  eleven  of  their  own.  for  want  of  carriages. 
Three  Russian  generals  were  killed;  but  the  Pruesianr 
lost  no  general  or  c^cer  of  (&stincti9n,  of  which  toxik' 
couiit  Dohna  was  the  only,  one  that  was  wounded. 

§  XIIL  After  this  engaganait,  mareschal  Lehwald 
changed  the  position  of  his  army,  by  drawing  towards^ 
Peterswald;  and  the  Russians,  after  remaining  quit& 
inactive  till  the  13th  of  September,  oh  a  sudden,  to  the 
great  surprise  of  everyone,  retreated  out  of  Prussia  witb 
such  precipitation,  that  they  left  all  their  sick  and  wound- 
ed behind  them,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  sixteen* 
thousand  men,  together  with  eighty  pieces  o&  cannon,' 
^d  a  cQi^sidarable  part  of  their  military  stores.  Mares- 
ehal  Aprkxiti  masked  his  design  by  advancing  all  his  irrey 
gulars  towards  the  Prussian  army;  so  that  mareschal 
Lehwald  was  not  informed  of  it  till  the  third  day,,  when 
he  detaqhed  prince  George  oCHolstein:  with  ten  thou** 
ssind  horse  to  pursue  them;  but  with  little  hqpes  of 
coining  up  with  them,  as  they  made  forced  marches,  in 
order  to  be  sooner  in  their  -own  couiyay.  However/ 
the  Prussians  took  some  of  them  prkoners,  and  many: 
£|tragglers  were  killed  by;  the  country  people  iii  their 
flight  towards  Tilmt,  which  they  abandoned,  Aough 
they  still  kept  Memel,  and  sh^fftly  after  added  some 
new  fortifications  to  that,pla<?e.  They  made  their  re- 
treat in  two  columns,  one  of  which  directed  its  course^ 
towards  Memel ;  while  the  other  took  the  nearest  way*^ 
through  the  bailiwick  of  Abstemen,  and  threw  bridgesr 
over  the  river  Jura.  Both  cblunms  burnt  every  village 
they  passed  through  without  distinction.  The  Prussians 
were  obliged  to  desist  from  the  pursuit  of  these  barba* 
rians,  because  the  bridges  thrown  ov^r  the  river  Memel 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  violence  of  the 'stream.  The 
Russian  army  suffered  greatly  for  want  of  bread,  as  all 
the.countries  were  ruined  through  which  it,jpassed,  so 
that  tht^  cpuld:  proeure  no  sort  of  subsiatence :  but  herbss 
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agpo^  and -i3^-brMd«  All  the  roads  wefe  ittiirad  miak 
dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses.  The  im1  cmsfe  of  this 
audden  r^etreat  is  as  great  a  mystery  as  die  I'easoii  of 
afepping  so  long,  the  year  before,  on  the  borders  of  Li-* 
thuania  ?  though  the  occasion  of  it  is  said  tohave  bee& 
iSie  illness  of  the  czarina,  who  was  seized  with  a  kind  of 
apoplectic  fit,  and  had  made  some  new  regulations  in  case 
of  a  Tacancy  of  the  throne,  which  rendered  it  expedient 
lliat  ihe  regular  forces  should  be  at  hand^  to  support 
t&e  measures  taken  by  the  government.  , 

•  §  XIV.  The  king  of  Prussia,  after  remaining  for  some 
time  encamped  between  Bautzen  and  Goerlitz,  removed 
l^is'  head*quarters  to  Bemstedel;  and  on  the  ,15th  of 
August,  his  army  came  in  sight  of  the  Austriaa  campy 
and  within  cannon-shot  of  it :  upon  which  the  Austrian^ 
Struck  their  tents,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  battle  before 
Afiir  camp.  The  king  fonned  his  army  over  against 
tibem^  and  immediately  went  to  reconnoitre  the  ^ound 
betwe^  the  armies ;  but  as  it  was  then  late,  he  defended 
the  more  exact  examination  of  that  circiunstance  till  the 
ifiBst  day.  The  two  armies  continued  under  arms  all 
i^ight*  Next  mommg  at  break  of  day,  the  king  found 
the.  Austrians  encamped  with  their  right  at  the  river 
Weiste ;  ihe  rest  of  their  army  extended  along  a  rising 
ground  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  covered  with  wood, 
which  protected  their  left ;  ai3tfl  before  their  front  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hill  on  which  they  were  drawn  up,  was  a 
s^alL  brook  passable  only  in  three  places,  and  for  no 
more  than  four  or  five  men  a-^breast.  Towards  the  left 
of  their  army  was  an  opening,  where  three  dr  four  bat- 
talions might  have  marched  in  front;  but  behind  it  tiiey 
had  placed  three  lines  of  infantry,  and  on  a  hill  which 
flanked  this  opening,  within  musket-shot,  were  placed 
ftmrtlfousand  foot,  with  forty  or  fifty  pieces  of  cannon; 
so  that  in  reality  ihis  was  the  strongest  part  of  their  camp* 
lliQ'king  Jieft  nothing  undone  to  bring  the  Au^ans  to 
avbattle ;  but  finding*  them  absoRitely  bent  on  v^Mmg 
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it,  aft^  lyiag  four  d&ys  befofe  tliem^  he  and  hk  armyre^ 
turned  to  l^eir  camp  at  BemstedeK  They  were  followc^i 
by  some  of  the  enemy's  hussars  and  Pandours,  who  how^ 
ever  had  not  the  satisfaction  to  take  the  smallest  booty 
in  this  retreat  The  Austrian  army^  which  thus  declined 
engaging^  was,  by  their  own  accomit^  a  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  strong,  more  than  double  the  number 
of  the  king  of  Prussia,  who,  the  day  he  returned  to  Bem^ 
stedel^  after  he  had  retired  about  two  thousand  jrards, 
again  drew  up  his  altny  m  line  of  battle,  and  remained 
so  upwards  of  an  hour,  but  not  a  man  stirred  from  the 
Aiistrian  camp.  The  army  of  the  empire,  commanded 
fay  the  prince  of  Saxe-Hildburghausen,  and  that  of  tl^ 
French,  under  the  prince  de  Soubise,  making  together 
ftbout  fifty  thousand  men,  half  of  which  were  Fteneh^ 
had  by  this  timejoiiied^  and  advanced  as  far  as  Erfurth, 
in  Saxony ;  upon  which  his  Prussian  majesty,  finding 
th£^  all  his  endeavours  could  not  bring  the  Austriaos  to 
an  engagement,  set  out  from  Lusatia,  accompanied  by 
mareschal  Keith,  with  sixteen  battalions  and  forty  squa^- 
drons  of  his  troops,  and  arrived  at  Dresden  on  the  29th 
of  August,  living  the  rest  of  the  army  in  alMrong  camp 
under  the  prince  of  Bevem.  With  this  detachment, 
which  by  die  junction  of  several  bodies  of  troops,  amount- 
ed to  about  forty  thousand  men,  he  made  a  quick  march^ 
by  .the  way  of  Leipzig  towards  Erfurth,  to  give  batde  \s^ 
ihe  united  army  of  the  French  and  the  empire.  But 
by  the  time  he  arrived  at  Erfurth,  which  was  on  the  14th 
of  September,  the.enemy  had.  retreated  towards  Qotha; 
and  upon  his  farther  approach,  they  retired  to  Eyesenach; 
where  they  intrenched  themselves  in  a  very  strong  camp. 
His  majesty's  head-quarters  were  at  Kirschlaben,  near 
Erfarth.  While  the  two  armies  were  thus  situated, 
laajor-'general  SeydeUtz,  who  occupied  the  town  of  60^ 
tha,  being  informed  on  the  1 9th  that  a  large  body  of  the 
oiemy  was  coming  towards  him,  and  that  it  consisted  of 
two  regimants  of  Austi;ian  hussars,  bne  re^meftt  of 
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French  hussan,  and  a  detachmoit  made  up  of  Ffesi^ 
gr^iadiens,  troops  of  tb^  army  of  the  empire,  and  a  gnsat 
nomber  of  Croats  and  Pandours,  retired  and  posted  him-^ 
self  at  some  distance.  The  enemy  immediately  took 
possession  of  the  town  and  castle ;  but  general  Seyde^ 
titz,  liaying  been  reinforced,  attacked  the  enemy  with 
sudi  vigour,  that  he  soon  obliged  them  to  abandon  this 
new  conquest,  and  to  retire  with  great  precipitation ;  a 
report  haying  been  spread  that  the  Prussian  army  was 
advancing  ^ainst,them  with  the  king  himself  in  person; 
The  Prussian  hussars  took  a  considerable  booty  on  this 
occasion,  and  general  Seydelitz  sent  prisoners  to  the 
camp,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  three  majors,  four  lieute-^ 
nants,  and  sixly-two  soldiers  of  the  enemy,  who  had  also 
about  a  hundred  and  thirty  killed.  After  this  action, 
his  Prussian  majesty  advanced  near  Eyesenach,  with  a  de-^ 
sign  to  attack  the  combined  army ;  but  they  were  so 
strongly  intrenched,  that  he  found  it  impracticable.  His 
provisions  falling  short,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  towards 
Erfurth,  and  soon  after  to  Naumburgh  on  the  river  Saia; 
whereupon  the  combined  army  marched,  and  again  took 
possession  of  Gotha,  Erfurth,  and  Wieman :  which  last 
place,  however,  they  soon  after  qilitted. 

^  XV.  Upon  the  king  of  Prussia's  leaving  Bemstedei; 
the  Austrians  took  ^possession  of  it  on  the  6th  of  Sep-^ 
tember,  and  made  prisoners  a  Prussian  battalion  which 
had  been  left  there.  The  next  day  fifteen  thousand 
Austrians  attacked  two  battalions  of  general  Winterfield's 
troops,  being  part  of  the  prince  of  Bevem's  army;  who 
were  posted  on  a  high  ground  on  the  [other  side  ofitfae 
Neiss,  near  Hennersdorff,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Go* 
erlitz;  and  after  being  repulsed  several  times,  at  last 
made  dtemselves  masters  of  the  eminence.  The  loss  in 
this  iaction  was.  considerable  on  both  sides,  but  greateat 
on  that  of  the  Prussians,  not  so  much  by  the  number  of 
their  slain,  which  scarcely  exceeded  that  of  the  Austvians, 
n^  by  tbe.deatii  of  .their  bra^e  gi^^ieral  Wintei^eld>  who 
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as  lie;wa&  leluliiig  up  succcmrs  to  iHe  battalions  that  wer6 
engaged,  recdhred  a  shot  from  a  cannon,  of  which  lie 
died  the  night  followmg.     The  generals  Nadasti  and 
Clerici,  count  d'Arbefg,  colonel  Elrickhausen,  and  seve-r 
xal  other  persons  of  distinction,  were  wounded,  and  the 
young  count  of  Groesbeck  and  the  marquis  d'AsqlUe 
killed  on  the  side  of  the  Austrians»  who  took  six  pieces 
of  the  Prussian  cannon,  six  pair  of  the|r  colours,  and 
made  speneral  Kemeke,  the  count  d'Anhalt,  and  some 
other  officers,  prisoners.    After  this  skirmish,  the  prince 
of  Bevem,  with  the  Prussian  army  under  his  command, 
retreated  from  Goerlitz  to  Rothenberg,  then  "passed  the 
Queiss  at  Sygersdorff,  from  whence  he  marched  to  Bunt- 
lau,  in  Silesia^  and  on  the  1st  of  October  reached  Bres* 
lau,  without  suffering  any  loss,  though  the  numerous 
army  of  the  Austrians  followed  him  for  some  days. 
Upou'his  arrival  there,  he-  chose  a  very  strong  camp  on 
the  mother  side  of  the  Oder,  in  order  to  cover  the  city  of 
Breslau,  to  the  fortifications  of  which  he  immediately 
added  several  new  works.     Though  neither  side  had  any 
very  signal  advantage  in  this  engagement,  mcN^.than 
that  the  Austrians  remained  masters  of  the  field,  yet 
great  rejoicings  were  maide  at  Vienna  on  account  of  it 
The  death  of  general  Winterfield  was,  indeed,  an  irrepa*» 
Table  loss  to  his  Prussian  majesty,  who  received,  at  the 
same  time,  the  news  of  this  misfortune,  and  of  the  Swedes 
having  now  actually  began  hostilities  in  Pomerania. 

4  XVL  A  body  of  the  French,  who,  let  loose  against 
the  king  of  Prussia,  by  the  ever-memorable  and  shame-r 
ful  convention  of  Closter-Seven,  and  entered  the  terri- 
tories of  Halbeifstadt  and  Magdeburgh^  were  wocsted  at 
Bglen  by  a  parly  of  six  hundred  men,  imder  the  com-; 
maud  of  count  Horn,  whom  prince  Ferdinand  of  Bruns-* 
wick,  had  detached  from  a  body  of  troops  with  which  his 
Prussian  majto^  had  sent  him  to  defend  those  coun- 
tries. '  The  Prussians  tgok  prisoners  the  c6imt  de  Lu-> 
signan^  colonel,  eighteen  other  JFrench  oflicer^,  and  four 
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hundred  fioldierlE^  and  malde  thamselvc^imastftrs  o£a.<»B4 
stdetable  booty  in  baggage^  &c.,  with  the  loss  ofQidy 
iwo  men ;  and  moreover,  a  French  officer  and  forty  men 
-were  made  prisoners  at  Halberstadt.     Upon  this  -check) 
the  French  evacuated  the  country  t)f  Halberstadt  for  ^  a 
little  while ;  but  returning  agam  on  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber,  with  a  considerable  reinforcement  from  mareschal' 
Richelieu's  amiy^  which  he  now  could  easily  spare,  prince 
.  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Winsleben,  near  the 
oily  of  Magdeburgh.      The  dangers  which  had  been 
hitherto  kept  at  a  distance  from  the  Prussian  dominions, 
by  the  surpi^ising  ^tivity  of  their  king,  now  drew  nearer, 
and  menaced  them  on  all  sides.     Mareschal  Richelieu, 
with  eighty  battalions  and  a  hundred  squadrons,  entered 
the  country  of  Halberstadt,  and  levied  immense  contri- 
butions ;  whilst  the  allied  army  of  the  French  and  im- 
perialists, being  joined  by  six  thousand  men,  under  ge- 
netial  Laudohn,  who  had  just  defeated  a  regiment  of 
f^russian  cavalry  near  Erfurth,  marched  to  Weissenfells, 
a  city  ill  the  very  centre  of  Thuringia.     The  Swedes  had 
actually  taken  some  towns  in  Pomerania,  and  were  ad^ 
vancing  to  besiege  Stetin,  and  the  Austrians,  who  had 
made  themselves  masters  of  Lignitz,  and  a  consida^ble 
part  of  Silesia,  had  now  laid  siege  to  Schweidnitz,  and 
were  preparing  to  pass  the  Oder,  in  order  to  attack  the 
prince  of  Bevem  in  his  camp  near  Breslau«    In  the  mean 
time,  they  made  frequ^  and  always  destructive  jricuf- 
sions  into  Brandenburgh,  to  oppose  which,  his  Prussian 
majesty  ordered  detachments  from  all  his  regiments  in 
those  parts  to  join  the  militia  of  the  country,  and  sent 
the  prince  of  Anhalt-Dessau  from  Leipzig,  with  a  body 
often  thousand  men  to  guard  Berlin,  Whilst  h^  himi^lf 
marched  with  the  troops  under  his  command  to  Inter* 
beck^  on  the  frontier  of  the  Lower  Lusatia,  to  be  the 
more  at  hand  to  cover  Brandenburgh,  i^d  preserve  thid 
communication  with  Silesia. 
4  ^VUv  Whilst  these  precautions,  were  taidngy  g$-* 
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Aeral  Hddidkk;  with  fifteen  or  sikteed  'ik>tisaii<l  Atid^ 
trians,  entered  Brandenburgh  on  the  16th  of  October; 
stnd  the  next  day  arrived  before  Berlin,  of  which  city 
he  demanded  a  contribution  of  six  hundred  thousand 
crowns ;  but  contented  himself  with  two  hundred  and  ten 
thousand,     'the  Austrians  pillaged  two  of  the  suburbs ; 
but,  before  they  could  do  any  farther  mischief,  they 
were  obliged  to  retire  in  ^eat  haste,  at  the  approach  of 
the  prince  of  Anhalt-Dessau,  whose  vanguard  entered 
the  cily  in  the  evening  of  their  departure.     This  alarm,^ 
however,   obliged  the  queen  and  the  Toyal  family  of 
Prussia  to  remove  to  Magdeburgh  on  the  23d';  and  the 
most  valuable  records  were  sent  to  the  fort  of  Spandau, 
at  the  conflux  of  the  Havel  and  the  Sphre.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Leipzig  now 
felt  most  severely  the  cruel  effects  of  the  power  of  their 
new  master.     The  Prussian  commandant  in  that  city 
had,  by  order  of  the  king,  demanded  of  them  three  hun- 
dred thousand  crowns,  a  sum  far  greater  than  it  was  in 
their  power  to  raise.     This  truth  they  represented,  but 
in  vain.     The  short  time  allowed  them  to  furnish  their 
contingents  being  expired,  and  all  their  efforts  to  comply 
with  this  demand  having  proved  ineffectual,  they  were 
subjected  to  the  rigours  of  military  execution/;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  their  houses  were  occupied  by  the 
soldiery,- who  seized  upon  the  best  apartments,  and  lived 
at  discretion ;  but  the  sum  demanded  could  not  be  found. 
Such  was  the  situation  of  this  distressed  city,  when,  on 
t^e  1 5th  of  October,  an  express  arrived,  with  advice, 
that  his  Prussian  majesty  would  soon  be  there ;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  arrived  a  few  minutes  afterward,  attended  by^ 
his  life-guards.     At  the  same  time,  a  rumour  was  spread 
that  the  city  would  be  delivered  up  to  pillage,  which  threW 
the  inhabitants  into  the  uti!nost  consternation.     Their 
%ars,  hbwever,  in  that  respect  were  soon  abated,  by  his 
majesty's  declaring,  that  he  was  willing  to  spare  the  place, 
upon  condition  that  half  the  sum  required  should  be 
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iimxiediately  paid*  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  collect 
um6ngtlie  merbhants,  traders,  and  ptbers,  fifty  thousand 
crowns ;  bills  of  exchange  were  drawn  upon  Amsterdam, 
and  London,  for  seventy  thousand  crowifes^  and  hostages 
were  given,  by  way  of  security,.for  the  payment  of  thirty^ 
thousand  more  within  a  time  which  was  agreed  on.  But 
still,  /notwithstanding  this,  the  miUjt^try  executipQ  was. 
Continued,  even  with  greater  rigour  than  before,  amd  all- 
the  comfort  the  wretched  inhabitants  could  obtain  was,^ 
that  it  should  cease  whenever  advice  should  be  received 
that  their  bills  were  accepted. 

'   §  XVIII.  The  king  of  Prussia  had  tried  several  times 
to  bring  the  combined  army  under  the  princes  Saxe-: 
Hilburghapsen  and  Soubise  to  an  engagem^it  upon  fair 
ground ;  but,  finding  them  bent  on  declining  it,  not- 
withstanding the  superiority  of  their  numbers,  he  had 
recourse  to  one  of  those  strokes  in  war,  by  which  a  gencr 
raJ  is  better  seen  than  by  the  gaining  of  a  victory.     He 
made  a  feiut,  soon  after  the  beginning  of  October,  as  if 
he  intended  nothing  more  than  to  secure  his  own  domi- 
nions, and  march,  his,  army  into  winter-quarters  back  to 
Berlin,  leaving  mareschal  Keith,  with  only  seve^  or  eight 
thousand  men,  to  defend  Leipzig.     Upon  this  the  enemy 
took  courage,  .passed  the  Sala,  and  having  marched  up. 
to  the  city,  summoned  the  mareschal  to  surrender;  to 
which  he  answered,  that  the  king,  his  master,  had  or* 
dered  him  to  defend  the  place  to  the  last  extremity,  and 
he  would  obey  his  orders.    The  enemy  then  thought  of 
besieging  the  city ;  but,  before  they  could  prepare  any 
one  implement  for  that  purppse,  they  were  alarmed  by 
the  approach  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  who,  judging  that 
his  feint  would  probably  induce  thein  tp  take  the  step 
they  did,  had,  by  previous  and  private  orders,  collected 
together  all  his  distant  detachments,  some  of  which  were 
twenty  leagues  asunder,  and  was  advancing,  by  long, 
marches,  to  Leipzig;  upon  notice  of  which, the  enemy  . 
repassed  the  Sala. ,  The  Pnxssian  army  was jrea^^^mbjed 
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on  the  27tli  day  of  October,  and  reniadned  at  Leipzig  tte 
28th  and  29th,  when  every  body  expected  a  battle  would 
be  fought  in  the  plains  of  Lutzen.  On  the  30th  the 
king  drew  nigh  to  that  place,^  and  on  the' 3 1st,  in  his  way 
through  Weissenfells  and  Meresbourg,  he  ^made  five 
hundred  men  prisoners  of  war.  The  cotnbinied  anny 
had  repassed,  the  Sala  at  Weissenfells,  Meresbpurg,  and 
Halle,  where  they  broke  down  the  bridges ;  but  these 
were  soon  repaired,  and  the  whole  Prussian  army, 
amounting  to  no  more  than  twenty  thousand  men,  hav- 
ing passed  that  river,  through  these  towns,  in  each  of 
which  they  left  a  battalion,  joined  again  on  the  3d  of 
November,  in  the  eviening,  over  against  the  enemy, 
whose  forces  consisted  of  forty  thousand  French^  and 
twentjr-five  thousand  imperialists.  On  the  5th,  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Prussians  receiveAin^ 
telligencc  that  the  enemy  were  every  where  in  motion. 
They  likigvnse  heard  the  drums  beating  the  march,  and, 
so  near  were  the  two  ahnies  to  each  other,  plainly  per- 
ceived fi*om  their  camp,  that  their  whole  infsmtry,  which 
had  d}^wn  nearer  upon  the  rising  grounds  over  against 
them,  was  filingoff  towards  their  right.  No  certain  judg- 
ment could,  however,  yet  be  formed  of  the  enemy's  reai 
design,  and,  as  they  were  in  want  of  bread,  it  was  thought 
probable  that  they  intended  to  repass  the  Uhstrut ;  but  it 
was  soon  perceived  that  their  several  motions  were  con-, 
tradictory  to  each  other.  At  the  same  time  that  some  of 
their  infantry  were  filing  oflf  towards  their  right,  a  large 
body  of  cavalry  wheeled  round  towards  their  left,  di- 
recting its  march  all  along  to  the  rising  grounds  with 
which  the  whole  Prussian  camp,  that  lay  in  a  bottom 
between  the  villages  of  Rederowand  Rosbach,  was  sur- 
rounded within  the  reach  of  large  cannon.  Soon  after 
that,  the  cavalry  were  seen  to  halt,  and  afterward  tp  ftall 
back  to  the  right ;  though  some  of  them  still  remained 
where  they  were,  whilst  the  rest  marched  back.  About 
two  in  the  afternfoon  the  doubts  of  the  Prussians  were 
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cleared  np;  it  plainly  appearing  then  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  attack  them,  and  that  their  dispositions  were 
made  with  a  view  t<3  surround  them,  and  to  open  the 
action  by  attacking  them  in  the  rear.     A  body  of  re- 
serve  was  posted  over  against  Rederow,  to  fall  upon  their 
routed  troops,  in  case  they  should  be  defeated,  and  to 
prevent  their  retiring  to  Meresbourg,  the  only  retreat 
which  could  then  have  been  left  them.    In  this  situation 
the  king  of  Prussia  resolved  to  attack  them.     His  mz^ 
jesty  had  determined  to  make  the  attack  with  one  wing 
only,  and  the  disposition  of  the  enemy  made  it  necessary 
that  it  should  be  the  left  wing.     The  very  instant  the 
battle  was  going  to  begin,  his  majesty  ordered  the  gene- 
ral who  commanded  the  right  wing  to  decline  engaging^ 
to  take  a  proper  position  in  consequence  thereof,  and, 
abotre  all,  to  prevent  his  being  surrounded.     All  the 
cavialry  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Prussians,  eS:cept  two 
or  three  squadrons,  had  already  marched  to  the  left  at 
full  gallop ;  and,  being  arrived  at  the  place  aissigned  them^ 
they  formed  over  against  that  of  the  enemy.    They  then 
inoved  on  immediately,  the  enemy's  advanced  to  meet 
them,  and  the  charge  was  very^erce,  several  regiments 
of  the  French  coming  on  with  great  resolution.     The 
liuihrantage,  however,  was  entirely  on  the  aide  of  this 
Prussians.     The. enemy's  cavalry  being  routed,  were 
pursued  for  a  considerable  time  with  great  spirit,  but 
having  afterward  reached  an  eminence,  which  gavfe  them 
an  opportunity  of  rallying,, the  Prussian  cavalry  fell  ujmmI 
them  afresh,  and  gave  them  so  total  a  defeat,  that  they 
fled  in  the  utmost  disorder.     This  happened  at  fotir  in 
the  afternoon.     Whilst  the  cavalry  of  the  Prussians 
charged,  their  infantry  opened.    The  enemy  cannonaded 
them  briskly  during  this  interval,  and  did  some  execu-> 
tion,  but  the  Prussian  artilleiy  was  not  idle.     After  this 
cannonading  had  continued  on  both  sides  a  full  qliartei* 
bf  an  hour,  vrithout  the  least  intermission,  the  fo^  of  tf» 
infantry  began.     The  enemy  could  not  stand  if,  nor  rtr 
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sist  $W  Y«^to\ir  of  the  Prussian  febt,  who  gallantly 
marched  tip  to  th^ir  batteries.  The  batteries  were  car- 
ried one  after  another,  and  the  en^my  were  forced  to 
give  way,  which  they  did  in  great  icoiifusion.  As  the 
left  wing  of  the  Prussiians  advanced,  the  right  changed 
its  position,  and  having  soon  met  with  a  small  rising 
ground,  th^  availed  themselvep  of  it,  by  planting  it  with 
sixteen  pieces  of  heavy  artillery.  The  fire  from  thence 
was  partly  pointed  at  the  enemy's  right,  to  increase  the 
disprder  thesre^  and  took  their  left  wing  in  front,  which 
was  excessively  galled  thereby.  At  five  iitt  victory  wds 
decided,  the  cannonading  ceased,  and  the  enemy  fled 
on  all  sides V  They  w6re  J)ursued  as  long  as  there  ww 
any  light  to  distinguish  them,  and  it  may  be  said,  that 
night  alone  was  the  preservation  of  this  army,  which  had 
been  so  formidable  in  the  morning.  Th6y  took  the  be^ 
nefit  of  the  darkness  to  hurry  into  Fryburgh,  and  there 
to  repass  the  Unstrut,  which  they  did  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  after  a  whole  night's  march.  The  king  of 
Prussia  set  out  early  in  the  morning  to  pursue  them  with 
all  his  cavalry,  supported  by  four  battalions  of  greJiadiers^ 
the  infantry  following  th(?m  in  two  colunms.  The  enemy 
had  paissed  the  Unstrut  at  Fryburgh,  when  the  Prussians 
arrived  on  its  banks,  and  as  they  had  burnt  the  brid^ 
it  becanie  necessary  to  make  another,  which,  .however, 
was'  soon  doiie.  The  cavalry  passed  first,  but  could  not 
cpme  up  with  the  enemy  till  five  in  the  evening,  upon 
Ae .  hills  of  Eckersberg,  It  was  then  too  late  to  force 
them  there,  for  which  reason  the  king  thought  proper 
to  canton  his  army  in  the  nearest  villages,  and  tb  b^ 
satisfied  with  the  sitc^ess  his  hussars  had  in  taking  n^tr 
thr^e ;  hundred  baggage- waggons,  and  every  thing  they 
contained.  The  whole  loss  of  the  Prussians,  in  this  mir 
portant  engagement,  did  not  exceed  ffve  huhdred  men 
killed  .and  wounded.  Among  the  former  was  ge^Yid 
Meincke,  and  among  this  latter  prince  Heory  and  genend 
Seydelitz.     Th^  en^my  lost  sixty-four  pieces  of  cano^it. 
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a  great  many  standards  and  colours,  near  three  thousand 
men  killed  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  upwaifds  of  eight 
thousand  taken  prisoners,  among  whom  were  several 
'generals,- and  other  officers^  of  distinction.  Three  hun- 
dred waggons  were  sent  to  Leipzig,  laden  with  wounded 
French  and  Swiss.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  Prussians 
towards  Eckersberg,  the  enemy  retreated  with  gteat  pre- 
cipitation; and,  after  marching  all  night,  arrived  the  next 
day  at  Erfurth,  in  the  utmost  want  of  every  necessary  of 
life,  not  having  had  a  moi^el  of  bread  for  two  days, 
during  which  they  had  been  obliged  to  live  upon  turnips, 
radishes,  and  other  roots,  which  they  dug  out  of  the 
earth.  The  French,  under  the  duke  of  Richelieu^  were 
jpreparing  to  go  into  winter-quarters ;  but,  upon  the  news 
of  this  defeat  of  the  combined  army,  they  again  put  them- 
selves in  motion,  and  a  large  detachment  of  them  ad-* 
vanced  as.  far  as  Duderstadt,  to  favour  the  retreat  of  their 
countrymen  under  the  prince  de  Soubise,  who,  with  great 
precipitancy,  made  the  best  of  their  way  from  <Erftirth  to 
die  county  of  Hohenstein,  and  from  thence  bent  their 
march  towards  Halberstadt  Of  the  remains  of  the  im-  ^ 
perial  army,  which  was  now  almost  entirely  dispersed^ 
whole  bodies  deserted,  and  went  over  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  soon  after  this  battle. 

,  §  XIX.  Whilst  his  Prussian  majesty  was  thus  suc- 
cessful against  the  French  and  imperialists,  the  Aus- 
trians,  who  had  carefully  avoided  coming  to  an  open  en- 
gagement with  him,  gained  ground  apace  in  Silesia.  A 
detachment  of  their  army,  under  the  command  of  count 
Nadasti,  had  already  invested  Schweidnitz,  and  op^ied 
the  trenches  before  it  on  the  2^th  of  October.  The 
Prussian  garrison,  commanded  by  general  de  la  Motte 
Fouquet,  determined  to  defend  the  place  as  long  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  accordingly  on  the  30th  they  made  a  sally, 
In  which  they  killed,  wounded,  and  took  prisoners,  eight 
hundred  of  the  besiegers,  and  did  some  damage  to  their 
wwks ;  but  on  the  6th  of  November  the  Austrians  be- 
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gan  to oaimpiiade  the  city  fiiriously,  aad  on,. the  11th 
made  themselves  masters  .  of  the  ramparte  by  assault 
The  ^rrison,  however,  haying  taken  care  during  the 
si^ge,  to  throw  up  a  strong  intrenchment  in  the  market- 
place, retreated  thither^  and  held  oat  till  next  day,  when 
they  :snrrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  AfSber  thfe 
reduction  of  this  place,  general  Nadasti,  leaving  in  it  a 
£ufficiept  garrison,  marched  with  the  remainder  of  his 
troops,.and  joined  the  main  army  qf  the  Austrtans,  under 
the  command  of  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  and  mareschal 
Daun,  who,  whilst  he  w^  busied  in  the  siege  of  Schweid- 
aitz,  had  invested  Breslau  on  the  left  of  the.  Oder ;  the 
prince  of  Bevern  defending  it  on  theright,  where  .Ke.  was 
strongly  encamped,  with  his  little  army  under  the  cannon 
t)f  the -city.  The  whole  army  of  the  Austristns  being 
now  reassembled,  and  intelligence  havmg  been  brought, 
not  .only  of  the  king,  of  Prussia's  late  victory  near  Leip- 
zig^ but.also  that  he  was  advancing  to  the:  relief  of  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  it  was  resolved  immediately  to  attack 
the  last  in  his  intrenchments.  .  Accordii^ly,  on  the  22d 
of  November,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  the  Austrians 
began  a  most  furious  discharge  of  their  cannoj^,  forty  of 
which  w^e  twenty-four-potinders,  and  this  continued 
without  ceasing  till  one,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  a  se*- 
•vere  fire  of  theij!  small  arms,  which  lasted  till  five  inthe> 
BV^ing.  The  Prussians^  with  undaunted  resolutioii> 
-stood,  two  of  the  most  violent  attacks  that  ever  were 
made ;  but  at  the  third,  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
^sailed  on  both  sides,  they  began  to  lose  ground,  and 
were  forced  to  retire  from  one  intrenchment  to  another. 
In  this  extremity,  night  coming  on,  the  Prussian  gener 
rals  fearing  their  intrenchments  would  be  entirely  forced, 
and  that  they  should  then  be  totally  defeated,  tlxought 
proper  to  retreat.  The  prince  of  Bevern,,  with  the 
greatest  part  of  the  army,  retired  to  an  eminence. on 
the  banks  of  the  Oder  whilst  the  rest  of  the  trbops 
ihrew  themselves  into  Breslau,  which  tjiey  might  have 
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defended,  in  all- probability,  till  the  king  had  come  tp 
its  relief.  But,  on  the  24th,  their  conmiander-in-ch|e^ 
ihe  prince  of  Bevem,  goiiig  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy, 
with  only  a  single  groom  to  attend  him,  fell  in  among  a 
party  of  Croats,  who  took  him  prisoner/  His  army, 
tiius  deprived  of  their  general,  retreated  northward  that 
jpight,  leaving  in  Breslau  only  four  battalions,  who,  the 
aiefxt  day,  surrendered  the  place  by  capitulation,  one  of 
the  articles  of  which  was,  that  they  should  not  serve 
against  the  empress,  or  her  allies,  for  twa  years*  All 
the  magazines,  chests,  artillery,  &c.  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  Austrians.  The  garrison  marched  out  with 
nil  military  honours,  conducted  by  general  Leswitz, 
governor  of  Breslau.  Though  the  Austrians  sung  Te 
\Deum  for  this  victory,  they  owned  tiiat  such  another 
would  put  an  eiid  to  their  army,  for  it  cost  them  the  lives 
of  twelve  thousand  men ;  a  number  almost  equal  to  the 
whole  of  the  Prussian  lanay  before  the  battle.  They  had 
four  almost  inaccessible  intipenchments  to  force,  planted 
thick  with  cattnon,  which  fired  cartridge- shot  from  nine 
tn  the  mornmg  till  the  evening,  and  the  Prussians,  when 
attf^cked,  were  never  once  put  into  the  least  confusion. 
Among  the  slain,  on  the  side  of  the  Austrians,  were  ge- 
naral  Wurben,  and  several  other  officers  of  distinction. 
The  loss  of  the  Prussians  did  not  much  exceed  three 
thousand  men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  of 
which  last  there  were  about  sixteen  hundred.  Their 
general,  Kleist,  was  found  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 
§XX;  The  king  of  Prussia,  who,  like  Caesar,  thought 

'  *  We  are  told,  that  he  mistook  these  Croats  for  Prussian  hussars.  But  some  of 
jthe  circumslances  <^  this  mysterious  affair  were  interpreted  into  a  premeditated 
design  in  the  prince  to  he  taken  prisoner.  It  cannot  otherwise  he  supposed,  that 
a  man  of  his  rank,  a  prince,  a  commandei^in-chief,  should  officiously  undertake 
l3ie  always  dangerous  task  of  reconnoitring  the  enemy,  with  so  slight  an  attendance 
to  only  one  man,  and  that  but  a  groom;  even  if  he  had  judged  it  necessary  to  see 
things  with  his  own  eyes.  Some  secret  dissatiafttction,  hitherto  unknown  to  us^ 
may  possibly  have  been  the  cause  of  his  taking  this  step ;  or,  whidi  seems  still 
more  probable,  he  might  be  ashamed,  or,  perhaps,  even  anrsdd  to  see  the  king,  hit 
master,  after  having  so  injudiciously  abandoned  the  defence  of  Breslau,  by  quitting 
hit  lines,  which,  it  is  asserted,  his  Pnissiim  majesty  had  sent  him  express  otdazB 
not  to<iuit  on  any  account  whatever,  for  that  he  would  certainly  be  with  him  by 
ifche  5th  df  JDecemb^r,  in  which,  we  iriiall  find,  be  kept  his  word* 
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nothing  waa  done,  while  any  thing  was  left  ui|doine» 
stayed  no  longer  at  Rosbaqh  than  till  the  routed  forces 
of  the  French  and  imperialists^  whon^  he  had  defeated 
there  oin  the  5th  of  November,  were  totally  didpersed. 
Then  he  marched  directly,  with  the  greatest  part  of  hb 
army,  for  Silesia,  and,  en  the  24th  of  that  month,  arrived 
at  Naumberg,  on  the  Queiss,  a  little  river  which  runs 
into  the  Bobber,  having  in  his  route  detached  maresehal 
^eith,  with  the  rest  of  his  army,  to  clear  Saxony  from 
all  the  Austrian  parties,  and  then  to  make  an  irruption 
into  Bohemia;  a  service  which  he  performed  so  effec* 
tually ,  as  to  raise  lai^e  ^contributions  in  the  circles  of 
Satz  and  Leitmeritz,  and  even  to  give  an  alarm  to  Prague 
itself.  His  -majesty  reserved  for  himself  only  fifteen 
thousand  men,  with  whom  he  advanced,  with  his  usual 
Rapidity,  to  B^chwitz,  where,  notwithstanding  all-  that 
had  happened  at  Schweidnitz  and  at  Brealau,  he  was 
joined  by  twenty-four  thousand  more;  j)art  of  them 
troops  which  he  had  ordered  from  Sa3i:ony,  part  the  re* 
mians  of  the  army  lately  commanded  by  the  prince  of 
Bevem,  and  part  of  the  late  garrison  of  Schweidnitz, ' 
which  had  found  means  to  escape  from  the  Austrians, 
imd  accidently  joitied  their  king  upon  his  march.^  With 
this  force,  though  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  that  of 
the  enemy)  he  resolved  to  attack,  the  Austrians,  who 
vi^^e  intrenched  at  Lissa,  near  Breslau.  On  the  4th  of 
December  he  seized  upon  their  ovens  at  Neumaxk,  and 
]4pon  a  considerable  magaziiie,  guarded  by  twd  regiments 
of  Croats,  who  retired  to  a  rising  ground,  where  his  ma* 

^  Whilst  the  Austrians  were  conducting  them  .to  prison,  on  their  jroute,  they 
thftnced  to  hear  of  die  -rictary  their  master  had  gained  at  Rosbach.  Ammateil 
by  these  tidings,  they  unanimously  rose  upon  the  escort  that  guarded  them,  whidi, 
happening  not  to  be  very  strong,  they  entirely  dispersed.  Thus  freed,  they  marched 
on,  not  ¥erv  o«rtain  of  their  way,  m  hopes  to  rejoin  some  corps  of  the  Prussian 
troops,  their  countrymen.  The  same  fortune  which  freed  them,  led  them  directly 
to  the  amy  commanded  by  the  king  himself,  which  was  hastening  to  their  teiiet, 
as  well  as  to  that  of  the  prince  of  Bevem.  This  unexpected  meeting  was  e<^ually 
pleasing  tor  both,  the  prisoners  not  having  heard  any  thing  of  his  majesty's  mareh ; 
^dt  at  the  same  time  this  lucky  incident,  whilst  it  added  a.considerahle  strength 
to  the  army,  added  likewise  to  its  confidence ;  for  the  slightest  occurrence  is  con- 
stfued  in^o  i^i  <}mc<n  by  an  amy  at  1^9  qre  ^f  vk  enfUgemeat. 
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jesty  ordered  hii^  hussars  to  surround  them,  and  send  a 
trampet  to  summon  them  to  surrender  themselves  pri- 
soners of  war.  Upon  their  refusal,  the  hussars  of  Zietheor 
fell  upon  them,  sabre  in  hand,  and  some  hundreds  of 
them  haying  been  cut  in  pieces,  the  rest  threw  down  their 
arms,  begging  for  quarter  on  th6ir  knees.  After  this 
seizure,  and  after  having  distributed  to  his  army  the 
bread,  prepared  for  his  enemies,  he  began  again,  the  next 
morning,  his  march  towards  Lissa.  General  Ziethen, 
^ho  led  the  vanguard  of  light-rhorse,  about  seven  in  the 
morning,  fell  in  wjth  a  body  of  Austrian  hussars,  and 
three  regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  which  were  the  very 
best  cavalry  the  enemy  had  left  after  the  battle,  of  the 
22d.  ^  They  had  been  detached  by  the  Austrians,  in 
order  to  retard  the  king's  march,  and  to  conceal  their  own, 
till  their  batteries  should  be  completed;  for,  as  they  held 
the  small  number- of  the  Prtissians  in  contempt,  their  in- 
tention was  to  have  met  the  king  two  German  miles  fromi 
their  intrenchments.  The  Austrian  cavalry  having  been 
irigorously  repulsed  to  a  considerable  distance,  general 
Ziethen  perceived,  that  their  whole  army  was  forming. 
He  immediate  acquainted  the  king  with  what  he  had 
discovered,  and  his  mcyesty,  after  having  himself  observed 
the  disposition  of  the  enemy,  made  his  own  with  that 
sagacity  and  dispatch  for  which  he  has  always  been  re* 
markable.  The  action  began  by  attacking  a  battery  of 
forty,  pieces  oflaige  cannon,  which  covered  the  right 
wing  of  the  enemy.  The  two  battalions  of  guards,  with 
the^  regiments  of  the  margrave  Charles  and  of  Itzenplitz, 
marched  up,  amidst  a  most  terrible  fire,  to  the  very 
mouths  of  the  cannon,  with  their  bayonets  screwed. !  In 
this  attack,  the  Prussians  sustained  their  greatest  loss^ 
though  the  battery  was  carried  as  soon  almost  as  they 
jpould  reach  it :  then  the  enemy's  artillery,  now  turned 
against  themselves,  playe'd  furiously  upon  ihem  with  their 
own  powder.  From  that  instant,  the  two  wings  and  the 
centre  of  the  Prussians  continued  to  drive  the  enemy 
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before  them,^  adiratnciiig  all  4lie  time  wil|i^  that  linn  and 
regular  pace/ for  whifeli  they  have  4l Ways  been  renown^/ 
without  ev^r  hating  or  given  way.  The  ground  which 
&e  Austrians  occupied  was  very  advantageous,  and 
every  circumstance  that  could  render  it  more  so  had  be^ 
improved  to  the  utmost,  by  the  diligence  and  skill  of 
couikt  Daun^  who,  remembering  his  former  success,  was 
emboldened  to  enter  the  lists  again  with  his  royal  anta* 
gonist  The  Prussians,  however,  no  way  terrified  by  the 
enemy's  situation,  nor  their  number,  wient  calmly  aiid 
dreadfully  forward.  It  was  almost  impossible,  in  the 
beginning,  for  the- Prussian  cavalry  to  act;  on  account 
of  the*  impediments  of  fallen  trees,  which  the  enemy  had 
cut  down,  and  laid  in  the  field  of  battle,  to  retard  their 
approach;  but  a  judicious  disposition  which  the  king 
made  overcame  that  disadvantage.  When  he  first  formed 
hi3  army,  he  had  placed  four  battalions  behind  the  ca- 
valry of  his  right  wing,  foreseeing  that  general  Nadasti, 
%ho  was  placed  with  a  corps  of  reserve  on  the  -enemy's 
left,  designed  to  take  him  in  flank.  It  happened,  as  he 
had  forseen :  this  general's  horse  attacked  the  king's  right v 
wing  with  great  fory ;  but  he  was  received,  with  so  seveire 
^  fire  from  the  four  battalions,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
iretire  m  disorder.  The  enemy  gave  way  on  all  sides^; 
but  at  some  distance  recovered  themselves,  and  rallied 
three  times,  animated  by  their  ofiicers,  and  by  the  su* 
(periority  of  their,  numbers.  Every  time  they  made  a 
•stand,  the  Prussians  attacked  them  with  -redoubled  vigour, 
and  with  success  equal  to  their  bravery.  Towards  night, 
*he  jmeaty,  still  retreating,  fell  into  disorder.  Their  two 
wings  fled  in  confusion;,  one  of  them,  closely  pressed  by 
the  king,  jretired  towards  Breslau,  and  took  shelter  under 
the  cannon  of  that  city :  the  other,»pursued  by  the  greatest 
part  of  the  light  cavalry,  took  their  flight  toWatds  Canth 
•and  Schweidnitt:.  Six  thousand  Austrians  fell  in  this 
engagement,  and  the  Prussians,  who  had  only  five  .hun- 
dred a^n  killed^   and   two  thotisaiid  ^  three  hundred 
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wounded,  inade  upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  the  enemy 
prisoners,  among  whom  were  two  hundred  and  ninety* 
one  officers.  They  took  also  a  hundred  and  axteen,  can*- 
non,  fifty-one  colours  and  standards,  and  four  thousand 
waggons  of  ammunition  and  baggage.  The  consequences 
that  followed  this  victory  declared  its  importance.  Future 
ages  will  read  with  astonishment,  that  the  same  prince, 
who,  but  a  few  months  before,  seemed  on  the  verge  of 
inevitable  ruin,  merely  by  the  dint  of  his  own  abilities, 
without  the  assistance  of  any  friend  whatever,  with  troops 
perpetually  harassed  by  long  and  painfiil  marches,  and 
by  continental  skirmishes  and  battles,  not  only  retrieved 
his  affairs,  which  almost  every  one,  except  himself, 
thought  past  redress;  but,  in  the  midst  of  winter,  in 
countries  where  it  was  judged  next  to  impossible  for  any 
troops  to  keep  the  field  at  that  season,  conquered  the 
united  force  of  France  and  the  empire  at  Rosbach,  on 
the  5th  of  November ;  and  on  the  same  day  of  the  very 
next  month,  with  a  great  part  of  the  same  army,  was  at 
Lissa,  where  he  again  triumphed  over  all  the  powers  of 
the  house  of  Austria.  Pursuing  his  advantage,  he  imme- 
diately invested  Breslau,  and  within  two  days  after  this 
great  victory,  every  thing  was  in  readiness  to  besiege  it 
in  form.  His  troops,  flushed  with  success,  were  at  first 
for  storming  it,  but  the  king,  knowing  the  strength  of  the 
garrison,  which  consisted  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thousand 
men,  and  considering  both  the  fatigues  which  his  own 
soldiers  had  lately  undergone,  and  the  fatal  consequence 
that  nught  ensue,  should  they  fail  of  success  in  this  at- 
tempt, ordered  the  approaches  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
xtsual  form.  His  commands  were  obeyed,  and  Breslau 
surrendered  to  him  on  the  20th  of  December,  in  th^ 
morning.  The  garrison,  of  which  ten  thousand  bore 
arms,  and  between  three  and  four  thousand  lay  sick  or 
wounded,  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  Fourteen  of  these 
prisoners  were  officers  of  high  rank.  The  military  chesty 
a  vast  treasure,  with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  fell  into  the 
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baiids  of  the  yictonsy  who  lost  6i!ily  about  twenty  men  ior 
their  approaches.    During  the  si^e,  a  magazine  of  pow*- 
der  was  set  on  fire  by  a  bomb,  which  occasioned  great 
confusion  among  the  besieged,  and  dams^ed  one  of  the 
bastions.     The  strong  fortress  of  Schwekinitz  still  re*' 
mained  in  the  enemy's  possession,  defended  by  a  garrison 
so  numerous,  that  it  might  be  compared  to  a  small  army, 
and  whilst  that  continued  so,  the  king  of  Prussia's  yicn 
tories  in  Silesia  were  of  no  decisive  effect.    For  this  rea-< 
son,  though  it  was  now  the  dead  of  winter,  and  the  sol-^ 
diers  stood  in  need  of  repose,  his  majesty  resolved,  if 
possible,  to  become  master  of  that  place  before  the  end 
of  the  y^ir;  but  as  a  close  siege  was  impracticable,  a 
blockade  was  formed,  as  strictly  as  the  rigour  of  the 
season  would  permit.*    It  was  not,  however,  tillthe  be- 
ginning of  the  ensuing  campaign  that  this  place  was 
taken.     The  Prussians  opened  their  trenches  before  it 
on  the  3d  of  April,  1758,  and  erected  two  large  batteries, 
which  kept  a  continual  fire  upon  the  town.  The  artillery 
of  the  besiegers  consisted  of  three  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon,  of  different  dimensions,  and  eighty  mortars ;  an 
amazing  artillery,  such  as  we  have  never  heard  of  in 
former  campaigns.  On  the  night  of  the  14th,  the  Prus^ 
sians  caried  one  of  the  chief  works  by  assault,  and  lodged 
themselves  therein :  the  commandant  capitulated  the  n^ 
day,  with  the  garrison,  which  was  now  greatly  reduced 
in  number,  being  not  half  of  what  it  amounted  to  at  the 
beginning  of  the  blockade.  Thus,  all  the  parts  of  Silesia, 
whicK  the  kidg  of  Prussia  had  lost  by  one  unfortunate 
blow,^  fell  Bjgsim  into  his  possession;    and  his  affaire, 
which,  but  a  few  moifths  before,  seemed  irretrievable^, 
were  now  re*established  upon  a  firmer  basis  than-eveiu 
The  Prussian  parties  not  only  repossessed  themselves  of 

'  •        r 

'  •  • 

c  gach  was  the  rigour  of  the  season,  that  some  hundreds  of  the  sentinels  dxom^ 
dolm  dead  on  their  several  posts,  unable  to  sustain  the  severity  of  the  cold.  Thie^ 
Gemiaus  lie  wder  liie  general  reinroach  of  paying  reirj  little  regard  tq  tiie  litM^ 
of  their  soldiers,  and  indeed,  this  practice  of  winter  c§mpai^ns,  in  such  a  cold 
CDontr^Ti  teipMka  v»ry  Httte  regard  to  the  dictates  of  humaiiily.  :'  •  > 
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iJiose  parts  of  Silesia,  which  belonged  to  their  kiiig,  but 
petietrated  into  the  Austrian  division,  reduced  Jagem- 
dorf,  Troppau,  Tretcheti,  and  several  other  places,  and 
left  the  empress-queen  scarce  any  footing  in  that  country, 
in  which,  a  few  days  before,  she  reckoned  her  dominion 
perfectly  established. 

.  §  XXL  The  Swedes,  after  many  debates  between  their 
king  and  senate,  had  at  length  resolved  upon  an  open 
declaration  against  the  king  of  Prussia,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  resolution^  sent  so  many  troops  into  Po-^ 
mefania,  that,  by  the  end  of  August,  their  army  in  that 
country  amounted  to  twenty-five  thousand  men.  Their 
first  act  of  hostility,  was  the  seizure  of  Anclam  andDem-' 
mill,  two  towns  that  lay  in  the  way  to  Stetin,  against 
which  their  principal  design  was  levelled.  But  before^ 
they  proceeded  farther,  general  Hamilton,  their  com- 
msuoder,  by  way  of  justifying  the  conduct  of  his  master, 
published  a  declaration,  setting  forth,  "  That  the  king 
of  Sweden,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaiy  of  Westphalia, 
'Could  not  help  sending  his  troops  into  the  upper  part  of 
die  dutchy  of  Pomerania,  belonging  to  the  kin^  of  Prus- 
sia; and  thatj  therefore,  all  the  ofiicers  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  public  revenue  in  that  country,  must  pay  what . 
money  fhey  had  in  their  hands,  to  him  who  was  com- 
missioned to  receive  it  for  his  Swedish  majesty :  that 
moreover,  an  exact  account  was  required,  within  eight 
days,  of  the  revenues  of  the  country ;  but  that  no  more 
than  ordinary  contributions  would  be  demanded  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  might  rest  assured  that  the  Swedish 
troops  should  observe  the  strictest  discipline."  After 
this  declaration,  they  attacked  the  lit):le  fortress  of  Pene- 
mnnde,  upon  the  river  Pene,  and  on  the  23d  of  Septem-' 
ber,  .after  a  siege  of  nine  days,  obliged  the  garrison,' 
which  cqpsisted  only  of  militia,  to  surrender  themselves 
prisoners  of  war.  This  alternative  the  commanding, 
officer  chose,  rather  than  engage  to  serve  for  t1v6  years,' 
observing,  that  such  an  eng«^ement  Was  inconsistent 
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withhis  honour,  whilst  his  prince  had  so  much  occasion 
&t  his  service ;  and  the  Swedish  general,  touched  with 
this  noble  way  of  thioking,  was,  on  his  part^  so  generous 
as  to  give  him  his  liberty.  On  the  Other  hand,  general 
Maateuffel,who  commanded  the  Prussian  forces  then  in 
Pomerania,  amoxmting  to  twelve  thousand  men,  with 
whom  he  Was  encamped  before  Stetih,  to  cover  that 
place,  published,  in  answer  to  this,  a  declaration,  enjoin- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Pomerania  to  remain  faithful  to  the 
kinig  ofPrussiaj  their  lawful  sovereign,  under  pain  of  in- 
curring his  just  indignation  and  abi?olutely  forbidding 
them  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  Swedish  manifesto. 

§  XXII.  In  the  mean  time,  mareschal  Lehwald,  imme-^ 
diately  after  the  battle  of  Norkitten,  when  the  Russians 
began  their  retreat,  detached  prince  George  of  Holstein- 
Gottoip,  with  a  considerable  body  of  forces,  to  the  re- 
lief of  Pomerania ;  and,  shortly  after,  the  Russian  forces 
having  totally  evacuated  every  part  of  Prussia,  except 
Meinel,  and  most  of  them  being  actually  gone  into  win- 
ter quarters,  he  himself  followed  with  an  additional  re- 
inforcement of  sixteen  thousand  men.  Upon  his  ap- 
proach, the  Swedes,  who  were  then  encamped  at  Ferdi- 
naadshoff,  and  had  begun  to  fill  up  the  harbour  of  Swin* 
nemimde,  by-way  of  previous  preparation  for  the  siege 
of  Stetin,  retired  with  such  precipitation,  that  they  did 
hot  allow  themselves  time  to  draw  oflf  a  little  garrison 
Aey  had  at  Wollin,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
men,  who  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  Demmin  was 
cannonaded  by  the  Prussians  on  the  29th  of  December ; 
iaiid  the  Sweden  having  lost  one  officer  and  forty  men, 
ddsired  to  capitulate.  As,  in  order  to  ease  the  troops,  it 
was  tiot  thought  proper  to  continue  the  siege  in  so  sharp 
a  sea£k)n,  their  I'equest  was  granted,  and  they^  had  leave 
to  retire  wilh  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Prussians  took 
possesi^on  of  the  town  on  the  2d  day  of  January;  after 
tibe  Swedes  hadj  odthe30th  of  December,  likewise  given 
upi  Anclam,  where  the  conquerors  took  a  hundred  and 
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fif^  prisoneis,  and  found  a  coiisidtmbte  ms^^t^me  ist 
provisions  and  amnMinitibn.  Mareschal  Leiiwald  thea 
parsed  the  Petie/ entered  Swedish  Pomerania,  and  re- 
duced Gutzkow,  Loitz,  Tripsus,  and  Nebringen.  At  the 
dame  time,  lieutenant-general  Schorlemmer  passed  with 
his  corps  from  the  isle  of  Wollin  into  the  isle  of  Use- 
dom,  and  from  thence  to  Wolgast,  the  Swedes  havmg 
abandoned  this  town,  as  well  as  Schwinemmide,  and 
the  fort  of  Penemunde.  The  prince  of  Holstein  advanced 
as  far  as  Grimm  and  Grieffswalde,  and  the  Swedds^ 
losing  One  town  after  another,  till  theiy  had  nothing  left 
in  Pomerania,  but  the  port  of  Stralsund,  continued  re4 
treating  till  they  had  reached  this  last  place.  The  French 
party  in  Sweden,  to  comfort  the  people,  called  this  re- 
treat, or  rather  flight,  going  into  winter  quarters.  The 
Prussian  hussars  were  not  idle  wherever  th.ey  penetrated  j 
for,  besides  plundering  and  pillaging,  they  raised  a  con-^ 
tribution  of  a  hundred  and  siity  thousand  crowns  in 
Swedish  Pomerania.  The  Mecklenbui^hers,  who  had 
joined  the  Swedes  with  six  thousand  of  their  troops,  now 
found  cause  to  repent  of  their  forwardness,  being  left 
quite  exposed  to  the  resentmdnt  of  the  victors,  who  cfaas-^ 
tised  them  with  the  most  severe  exactions.  The  army  of 
the  Swedes,  though  they  did  not  fight  a  battle,  was,  by 
sickness,  desertion,  and  other  accidents,  reduced  to  half 
the  number  it  consisted  of  when  they  took  the  field.  The 
landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  soon  after  his  territories  w^r^ 
invaded  by  the  French,  in  consequence  of  their  advB» 
ts^e  in  the  affair  of  Hastenbeck,  had  appliedto  the  king 
of  Sweden,  as  one  of  the  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 
Westphaliaji  desiring  him  to  employ  his  good  offices  with 
the  court  of  France,  to  obtain  a  more  favourable  treats 
ment  for  his  dominions ;  but  his  Swedish  majesty,  by  die 
advice  of  the  senate,  thought  proper  to  refuse  complying 
with  this  request,  alleging,  that  as  the  crown  of  Swedea 
was.  one  of  the  principal  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 
Westphalia,  it  would  foe  highly  improper  to  tad^e  giich  a 
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Step,  in  favour  of  a  pritice  who  had  not  only  broke  the 
laws  and  constitutions  of  the  empire,  in  refusing  io  fin** 
nisfa  his  contingent,  but  ]^ad  even  assisted  with  hig 
troops,  a  power  known  to  be  its  declared  enemy.  Th^ 
Aulic  council,  too,  seeing,  or  pretending  to  see,  the  be-^  ' 
haviour  of  the  landgrave  in  the  same  light,  issued  a  de^ 
cree  against  his  serene  highness  towards  the  end  of  this 
year* 

§  J^XIII.  The  court  of  Great  Britain  Justly  displeased 
with  the  Dutch,  on  account  of  the  extreme  facility  with 
whichlhey  had  granted  the  French  a  free  passage  through 
Namur  and  Maestricht  for  their  provisions,  ammunition^ 
and  artillery,  in  the  beginning  of  this  campaign,  had 
very  properly  remonstrated  against .  that  step,  before  it 
was  absolutely  resolved  on,  or  at  least  declared  to  be  so; 
but  in  vain ;  a  pusillanimous  answer  bemg  all  the  satis^ 
Action  that  was  obtained,  tlie  tameness  and  indiffer* 
ence  with  which  the  states-general  had  since  seen  Ostend 
and  Nieuport  put  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  drew 
upon  their  high  mightinesses  a  farther  remonstrance, 
which  was  delivered  to  them  on  the  28th  of  November 
of  this  year,  by  colonel  Yorice,  his  Britannic  majesty 'l; 
plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  in  the  following  tenns^ 
well  calculated  to  awaken  in  them  a  due  sense  of  their 
own  danger,  as  well  as  to  evince  the  injustice  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  house  of  Austria : — "  Considering  the  - 
critical  situation  which  Europe  has  been  in  during  the 
course  of  this  year,  in  consequence  of  measures  con^ 
certed  to  embroil  all  Europe,  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
was  willing  to  flatter  himself,  that  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Versailles,  out  of  regard  to  the  circumspect  condudt 
observed  by  your  high  mightinesses,  would  have  at  least 
infortoed  you  of  the  changes  they  have  thought  proper  tiS> 
make  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  It  was  with  the  ut^ 
most  surprise  the  king  heard,  that,  witbout  any  previous 
consent  of  yours,  and  almost  without  giving  you  any  no- 
tice, the  court  of  Vienna  had  thought  proper  to  put  the  _ 
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towns^af  Ostend'ancl  Nieuport  inta  fbe  hands  of  the 
Fr^eoch  troops,  and  to  withdiew  her  otm,  as  well  as  hei; 
artillery  and  stores,  whilst  France  continues  to  send 
thither  a  formidable  quantity  of  both.     The  conduct  of 

•  the  cotirt  of  Vienna  towards  his  majesty,  is,  indeed,  so 
unmerited  and  so  extraordinary,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find 
words  to  express  it;  but  whatever  fallacious  pretexts  she 
may  have  made  use  of  to  palliate  her  behaviour  toveards 

^  England,  it  doth  not  appear  that  they  can'be' extended 
so  far  as  to  excuse  the  infringement,  in  concert  with 
France,  of  the  most  solemn  treaties  between  her  and  your 
high  mightinesses.  The  king  never  doubted  that  your 
high  mightinesses  would  have  made  proper  representa- 
:tions  to  the  two  courts  newly  allied,  to  demonstrate  the 
injustice  of  such  a  proceeding,  and  the  danger  that'might 
•afterward  result  from  it.  Your  high  mightinesses  will 
have  perceived,  that  your  silence  on  the  first  step  encou* 
raged  the  two  courts,  newly  allied,  to  attempt  others; 
and  who  can  say  where  they  will  stop  ?  The  pretext  at 
^rst  was,  the  need  v^hich  the  einpress-qu^en'  stood  in  of 
the  troops  for  the  war  kindled  in  the  empire,  and  the 
liecessily  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  those  impOi^tant 
places,  and  afterward,  of  their  imagimury  danger  froitn 
England.  But,  high  and  mighty' lords,  it  is  but  too  evi- 
dent, that  the  two  powers,  who  have  takenthese  measures 
in  concert,  have  other  projects  in  view,  and  have  tnade 
new  regulations  with  regard  to  that  country,  which  cai^ 
not  but  alarm  the  neighbouring  states.  The  late  demand 
made  to  your  high  mightinesses,  of  a  passage  for  a  large 
train  of  warlike  implements  through  some  of  the  barrier 
towns,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  Ostend  and  Nieuport,  could 
not  fail  to  awaken  the  king's  attention.  -  The  sincere 
iriendship,  and  parity  of  interests,  of  Great  Britain  aLnd 
Holland,  require,  that  they  should  no  longer  keep  silence, 
lest,  in  the  issue,  it  should  be  considered  as  a  tacit  con<- 
43ent,  and  as  a  relinquishment  of  all  our  rights.  The  king 
.commands  me,  therefore,'  to  riscai  to  your  high  inighti- 
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nesses^  the  two*fbld  right  yduhave  acquired  to*  keep  tbe 
Aiistrian  Netherlands  under  the  government  of  the  houSiOf 
of  Auslxia ;  and  that  no  other  has  a  title  to  make  th^ 
least  alteration  therein,  without  theconsentof  your  high 
mightinesses  ;  unless  the  new  allies  have  resolved  to  set 
aside  all  prior  treaties,  and  to  dispose  at  pleasure  eveiy 
thing  that  may  suit  their  pi^ivate  interest.     In  the'treaty 
between  your  high  mightinesses  and  the  crown  of  France^ 
signed  at  Utrecht,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1713,  in  the 
fifteenth  article,  are  these  words  :^  It  is  also  agreed,  that 
no  province,  fort,  town,  or  city  of  the  said  Netherlands,  or 
of  those  which  are  given  up  by  his  Catholic  majesty 
shall  ever  be  ceded,  transferred,  or  given^  or  shall  ev^ 
devolve  to  the  crown  of  France,  or  any  prince  or  princess 
of  the  house  or  line  of  France,  either  by  virtue  of  any 
gift,  exchange,  marriage-contract,  succession  by  will,  or 
by  any  other  title  whatever,  to  the  power  and  authority 
of  the  most  Christian  king,  or  of  any  prinbe  or  princess 
of  the  house  or  line  of  France.'     In  the  barrier-treaty, 
these  very  stipulations  are  repeated  in  the  first  arttcte: 
•'His  imperial  and  Catholic  majesty  promises  and  en- 
gages, that  no  province,  city,  town,  fortress,  or  territory 
jof-the  said  country,  shall  be  ceded,  transferred,  given, 
or  devolve  to  the  crown  of  France,  or  to  any  other  but 
the  successor  of  the  German  domijaions  of  the  house  of 
Austria,  either  by  donation,  sale,  exchange,  marriage** 
x^ontract,  heritage,  testamentary  suoc^ssiqn,  nor  under 
any  other  pretext  whatsoe^ver ;  so  that  ho  province,  town, 
fortress,  or  territory  of  the  said  Netherlands,  shall  ever 
be  subject  to  any  other  prince,  bat  to  the  successor  i^ 
the  States  of  the  house  of  Austria  alone,  excepting  wha^ 
has  been  yielded  by  the  present  treaty  to  the  said  lords 
the  states-general.'  A  bare  reading  of  these  two  articles^ 
is  ^sufficient  to  evince  all  that  I  have  just  represented  to 
your  high  mightinesses :  and  whatever  pretext  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Versailles  may  allege,  to  cover  the  infrac- 
tion pf  these  treaties^  the  thing  remains,  ^^vertheless, 
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tvHies&tf  whilst  these  two  courts  are  imable  to  prove  that 
the  towns  of  Ostend  and  Nieuportare  not  actually  in  the 
power  of  France-^    If  their  designs  are  just,  or  agreeable 
to  those  treaties,  they  will,  doubtless,  not  scruple  in  the 
least,  to  make  your  high  mightinesses  easy  on  that  head, 
by  openly  explaining  themselves  to  a  quiet  and  pacific 
neighbour,  and  by  giving  you  indisputable  proofs  of 
their  intentions  to  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  said  two 
tr€»aties,  with  regard  to  the  Netherlands.  The  king  hath 
so  much  confidence  in  the  good  sense,  produce,  and 
friendship  of  your  high  mightinesses,  that  he  makes  not 
the  least  doubt  of  your  taking  the  most  efficacious  mea* 
^ure  to  clear  up  an  affair  of  such  importance ;  and  of 
your  being  pleased,  in  concert  with  his  majesty,  to  watch 
over  the  fate  of  a  country,  whose  situation  and  inde- 
pendence have,  for  more  than  a  century,  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  principal  supports  of  your  liberty  and  com- 
;merce."    It  does  not  appear  that  this  remonstrance  had 
,the  desired  effect  upon  the  states-general,  who  were  apr 
prehensive  of  embroiling  themselves  with  an  enemy  so 
¥«markably  alert  in  taking  all  advantages.     The  truth 
is,  they  were  not  only  unprepared  for  a  rupture  with 
Fnmce,but  extremely  unwilling  to  forego  the  commercial 
profits  which  they  derived  from  their  neutrality. 
.    §  XXIV,  The  king  of  Prussia,  about  this  period,  began 
to  harbour  a  suspicion,  that  certain  other  powers  longed 
ea^eirly  to  enjoy  the  same  respite  from  the  dangers  and 
iaconvenknces  of  war,  and  that  he  ran  the  risk  of  being 
abandoned  by  his  sole  patron  and  ally,  who  seemed 
greatly  alarmed  at  his  defeat  in  Bohemia,  and  desirous 
of  detaching  himself  from  a  connexion  which  might  be 
productive  of  the  most  disagreeable  consequences  to  his 
pontinental  interest     Stimulated  by  this  opinion,  his 
Prussian  majesty  is  said  to  have  written  an  expostulatory 
letter^  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  he  very 

- ..  4  The  letter,  wHch  wai  wipitten  in  Fiench^  we  have  txWMlated*  for  the  SBa^er's 

satisfitcdon- 

<   "ffot  infbrmed  ihat-the  design  of  a  treaty  ol  neutrality  for  the  electorate  <it 
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plainly iaxes  that  monareh  with  haying  instigated  him  to^ 
commence  hostilities;  and  insists  upon  his  remembering 
the  engagements  by  which  he  was  solemnly  bomid. 
From  the  strain  of  this  letter,  and  the  Prussian's  decia* 
mtion  to  the  British  minister  when  he  first  set  oat  for 
Saxony,  importing,  th^t  he  was  going  to  fight  the  king 
of  Ekigland's  battles,  a  notion  was  generally  conceived, 
that  those  two  powers  had  agreed  to  certain  private  pacta, 
or  conventions,  the  particulars  of  which  have  not  yet 
transpired.  Certain  it-  is,  a  declaration  was  delivered  to 
the  Prussian  resident  at  London,  which  appears  to  nave 
been  calculated  as  an  answer  to  the  letter.  In  that 
paper,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  declared,  that  the  over- 
tures made  by  his  majesty's  electoral  ministers  in  Ger- 
many, touching  the  checks  received  on  the  continent, 
should  have  no  influence  on  his  majesty  as  king:  that 
he  saw,  in  the  same  light  as  before,  the  pernicious  efiects 
of  the  union  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles, 
threatening  a  subversidn  of  the  whole  system  of  public 
liberty,  and  of  the  independence^^f  the  European  powers : 
that  he  considered  as  a  fatal  consequence  of  this  dan- 
gerous connexion,  the  cession  made  by  the  court  of 
Vienna  of  the  ports  in  the  Netherlands  to  France,  in 
such  a  critical  situation,  and  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the 
most  solemn  treaties :  that  whatever  might  be  the  success 
of  his  arms,  his  majesty  was  determined  to  act  in  con- 
stant concert  with  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  employing  the 
most  efficacious  means  to  frustrate  the  unjust  and  oppres- 
sive designs  of  their  common  enemies^  He  concluded 
with  assuring  the  king  of  Prussia,  that  the  British  crown 

Hanover  is  not  yet  laid  aside.  Is  it  possible  that  your 'majesty  can  have  so  little 
fortitude  and  constancy  as  to  be  dispirited  by  a  small  reverse  of  fornme  ?  Are 
afiiurs  so  ruinous  that  they  cannot  be  repaired  ?  1  hope  ^oiir  majesty  will  consider 
tiie  step  you  have  made  me  hazard,  and  remember  that  you  are  the  sole  cause  of 
these  misfortunes  that  now  impend  over  m^  head.  I  should  never  have  abandoned 
the  alliance  of  France,  but  for  your  flattenng  assurances.  I  do  not  now  repent  of 
the  treaty  1  have  concluded  with  your  iuajesty ;  but  L  expect  you  will  not  inglo- 
riously  leave  me  at  the  mercy  of  my  enemies,  after  having  brought  upon  me  all 
the  force  of  Europe.  1  depend  upon  your  adhering  to  your  repeated  engagements 
of  the  t^6th  of  last  m^nth,  and  that  you  will  listen  to  no  treaty  in  which  I  am  not 
comprehended."  •       '     "  v  • 
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"veould  continue  to  fulfil,  with  the  greatest  punctu^ty^ 
'  its  engagements  with  his  Prussian  majesty^  and  to  sup* 
port  him  with  firmness  and  vigour.     Such  a  represen- 
tation could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable  to  a  prince,  i  who, 
at  this  juncture,  stood  in  n^d  of  an  extraordinary.  cordiaL 
He  knew,  he  could  securely  depend,  not  only  on  the 
good  £a,ith  of  an  English  nxinistry,  but  also  on  the  good 
plight  of  the  British  nation,  which,  like  an  indulgent 
nurse,  hath  always .  presented  the  nipple  to  h§r  meagre 
Gemjan  allies.    Those,  however,«who  pretended  to  con- 
sider and  canvass  events  without  prejudice  and  prepos- 
session, could  not  help  owning  their  surprise,  at  hearing 
an  alliance .  stigmatized  as  pernicious  to  the  system  of 
public  liberty,  and  subversive  of  the  independence,  of  the 
European  powers,  as  they  remembered  that  this  alliance 
was  the  efiect  of  necessity,  to  which  the  house  pf  Austria 
was  reduced,  for  its , own  pr^ervation;  reduced  :.as  its 
fiiends  and. partisans  affirm,  by  those  very  potentates 
that  now  reproached  her  with  these  connexions., 
,    §  XXV.  His^Britannic  majesty  was  resolved  that  the 
king,  of  Prussia  should  have  no  causiC  to  complain  of  his 
Indifference,  whatever  reasons  he  had  to  exclaim^  against 
the/eonvention  of  Closter-Seven,  which  he  did  not  scru- 
ple to .  condemn  a^  a  very  scandalous  capitulation,  as 
much  as  he  disapproved  of  the  conduct,  in  consequence 
of  which,  near. fbrty  thousand  men  were  so  shainefully 
disarmed,  and  lost  to  his  cause.     Those  stipulations, 
-also,  met  with  a  very  unfavourable  reception  in  England, 
where  the  motions  of  the  allied  army,  in  their  retreat 
before  the  en^y,  were  very  freely  censured,  and  some 
great  names  exposed  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  the 
public.    This  event,  so  singular  in  itself,  and  so  import^* 
ant  ii>  its  consequences,  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
privy-council,  where  it  is  said  to  have  been  canvassed 
with  great  warmth  and  animosity  of  altercation.     The 
general  complained  that  he  was  restricted  by  peremptory, 
orders  from  the  regency  of  Hanover;  and  they  were  re- 
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ported  to  have  used  recriminations  iii  their  defence.    In 
all  probability,  every  circumstance  of  the  dispute  was  not 
explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  inasmuch  as 
that  great  commander  quitted  the  harvest  of  military 
glory,  and,  like  another  Cincinnatus,  retired  to  his  plough. 
The  convoition  of  Closter-Seven  was  equally  disagree- 
able to  the  courts  of  London  and  Versailles.  The  former 
saw  the  electorate  of  Hanover  left,  by  this  capitulation, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  possession  of 
the  whole  country,  seized  the  revenues,  exacted  contfi- 
butions,  and  changed  the  whole  form  of  government  in 
the  name  of  his  most  Christian  majesty :  while  the  French 
army,  which  had  been  employed  in  opposing  the  Hano* 
verians,  was  now  at  libertyrtb  throw  their  additional  f dree 
into  the  scale  against  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  at  that 
period  seemed  to  totter  on  the  verge  of  destruction,  j  On 
the  other  hand^  the  French  nunistry  thought  theirgeneral 
had  granted  too  favourable  terins  to  a  body  of  forces,* 
whom  he  had  cooped  up  in  such  a  manner,  that,  in  a 
little  time,  they  must  have  surrendered  at  discretions 
They,  therefore,  determined  either  to  provoke  the  H^aik)-- 
verians,  by  ill  iisage,  to  an  infraction  of  the  treaty,  offy- 
should  that  be  found  impracticable,  renounce  it  as  on 
imperfect  convention  established  without  proper  autho- 
rity.'   Both  expedients  were  used,  without  reserve.  They 
were  no  sooner  informed -of  the  capitulation,  than  they 
refused  to  acknowledge  its  validity,  except  on'  condition 
that  the  Hanoverian,  troops  should  forhially  engage  to 
desist  from  all  service  against  France  and  her  a.lUes  dnr* 
ing  the  present  war,  and  be  disarmed  on  their  Tetorh  to 
their  own  country.    At  the  same  tiine,. her  general,  ilirhb 
commanded  in  the  electorate,  exhausted  the  country,  by 
levying  exorbitant  contributions,  :and  connivJed  at  such 
outrages  as  disgraced  his  own  dignily^  and;  reflectfed  dis-  ~ 
grace  on  the  character  of  his  xfation^     The  court  of 
London,  to  make  a.  merit  of  necessity,  affected  to  consiA- 
derfthe  convention:  actlasia  provisional  armisfieej  to  jfevj? 

vox.   XII.  Y 
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idle  1^^  for  a  liegotittion  that  niig^  tarmiimt^  in  a  gMc^ 
ral  peacei  aad  pfoposals  were  offered  for  that  fmrppse ; 
but  the  French  ministry  kept  alQof^  and  seemed  resolyed 
^lat  the  electorate  of  Hanover  should  be  annexed  to  their 
king's  dotedniohs.   At  least  they  were  bent  upon  keeping 
it  as  a  precious  depositum^  which,  in  the  plan  of  a  general 
pacification,  they  imagined,  would  counterbalance  any 
advantage  that  Great  Britain  might  obtain  in  other  parts 
of  the  world.     Had  they  been  allowed  to  keep  this  de^ 
poi»t,  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  would  have  saved 
about  twenty  millions  of  money,  together  with  the  lives 
^  of  her  best  soldier^i ;  spotd  Westphalia  would  have  conti*- 
mied  to  ei^oy  all  the  blessings  of  security  and  peacer. 
But  the  king  of  England's  tenderness  for  Hanover  was 
one  of  the  chief  sources  of  the  misfortunes  which  befid 
the  electorate*     He  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  see^ 
ing  st^  even  lor  a  season,  in  the  hands  of  die  enemy; 
and  hjs  own  sentiments  in  this  particular  were  reinforced 
by  the  pressing  remonstrances  of  the  Prussian  monarch; 
whom,  at  this  juncture,  he  thought  it  dangerous  to  dLs-^ 
oblige.   Actuated  by  these  motives,  he  was  pleased  to  see 
the  artioks  of  the  convention  so  palpably  contravened^ 
because  the  violation  unbound  his  hands,  and  .etisi)led 
hin^  coiisist^tly  with  good  faith,  to  take  effectualiiteps 
for  the  assistance  of  his  ally,  and  the  recovery  of  his 
own  dosninions.     He,  there&r^^  in  quality  of  elector  of 
Brunswiek^^Ltmenbourgh,  published  a  declaration^  ob<( 
servmg)  '^  That  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumber-^ 
land  had,  on  his  part>  honestly  fulfilled  all  the  conditions 
of  the  convention;  but  the  duke  de  Richelieu  demanded 
that  il^  troops  should  enter  into  an  engagement  specified 
above,  and  lay  down  their  axms  i  although  it  wias  expresdy 
Stipulated  in  the  convention,^  that  ihey  should  not -be  re- 
gsuidied  as  priscmers  of  war,  under  which  quality  alone 
they  could  b^  disarmed :  that  the  Freench  court  pretended 
tQ  treat  &e  convention  as  a  itiilitary  regulation  only; 
and|  indttodi  it  was  originally  nothing  more;  but  as  ll^ 
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had  expfiessly  disowned  its  validity,  and  a  hegcytiatioft 
had  Been  actually  begun  for  disartning  the  iwttiKferkaj, 
upon  ceiiain  conditions,  though  the  French  general  would 
neter  answeir  categorically,  but  waited  always  for  firedi 
instructions  from  Versailles,  the  nature  of  that  act  was 
totatUy  changed,  ^d  what  was  at  iirrt  «n  ^pe&skiA 
betwe^  geneml  and  general^  was  now  become  a  mattet' 
of  state  between  the  two  courts  of  London  and  ViMsaiUes : 
that,  however  hard  the  condkions  of  th^  convention  ap^ 
peared  to  be  fot  tlie  troops  of  Handver,  his  Bxitannk 
majesty  would  have  ax:cj[uiesced  in  them,  had  not  tlitt 
French  glaringly  discovered  their  design  of  totally  wilii 
ing  his  army,  and  his  dominions;  and,  by  the  most  out^ 
rageouS  conduct,  freed  his  Britannic  niajesty  from  ^vei^ 
obligation  under  which  he  had  been  laid  by  the  con*, 
.vention :  that,  in  the  midiA  of  the  armistice,  the  most  0(>ea 
hostiliti^  had  been  committed :  the  castle  of  Sckafttfdb 
had  been  forcibly  seized  and  pillaged,  and  the  garrison 
made  prisoners  of  wat :  the  prisoners  made  by  the  FrencK 
before  liie  convention  had  not  been  restored,  according 
to  an  express  article  stipulated  between  the  g^era^ 
though  It  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  ele^oMtej 
by  the  immediate  release  of  the  FrMcb  prisoners :  this 
bailies  of  those  districts  from  which  the  Fresoh  trd^ps 
were  excluded  by  mutual  agreement,  had  been  sum- 
moned, on  pain  ^  militaay  execution,  to  Bippeai^  before 
the  French  commissary,  and  c^jmpelled  to  deliver  into  hid 
hands  the  public  revenue :  the  French  bad  appropriated 
to  thcmselYes  part  of  those  magazine®,  whkh,  by  express 
agreement,  were  destined  for  the  use  of  the  elKtbi^ 
troops;  and  t^ey  had  sei^  the  ho\)»es,  revenlBe,  anf 
com,  belonging  to  the  king  of  England  in  the  cily  of 
Brcahen,  in  violation  of  their  engageiment  to  consider  that 
city  as  a  place  absolutely  firee  and  neutml.  He  took; 
notice,  that  they  had  proceeded  to  menaces  usheard  6€ 
ambng  civilized  people,  of  burning,  sacking,  and  destroy *-' 
iiig  fcvety  thing  ttiatfell  in  their  ^^  slwuld'the  brnt 
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hesitation  be  made  in  executing  the  convention  accord- 
ing to  their  interpretation," — Such  were  the  professed 
considerations  thatrdetermined  his  Britannic  majesty  to 
renounce  the  agreement  which  they  had  violated,  and 
have  recourse  to,  arms  for  the  relief  of.hi^  subjects  and 
allies.  It  was  in  consequence  of  this  determination  that 
he  conferred' the  command  of  his  electoral  army  on  prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  brother  to  the  duke  of  that 
name,  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  Prussian 
army,  by  his  great  military  talents,  and  was,  by  blood 
md  inclination,  as  well  as  interest,  supposed  warmly 
attached  to  his  Britannic  majesty.  The  truth  is,  the  king 
i>f  Prussia  recommended  him  to  this  command^  because 
he,  knew  he  could  depend  upon  his  concurring  with  all 
his  m^asure^,  in  conducting  the  pperations  of  the  British 
army.  The  duke  de  Richelieu  was  no  sooner  informed 
of  these  particulars,  than  he  sent  a  letter  to  prince  Fer- 
dinand, specifying,  "  That  although  for  some  days  he 
had  perceived  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  motion,  in  order 
to  form  themselves  into  a  body,  he  could  not  imagine 
^he  fo)>ject  of  these  movements  was  to  infringe  the  con- 
yention  of  neutrality  which  had  been  established  between 
the  duke  of  Cumlberland  and  himself,  as  Frenqh  general : 
tha;t  he  was  blinded  so  far  by  his  confidence  in  the  good 
faith' of  the  elector  of  Hanover,  who  had  signed' that 
convention,  as  to  believe  the  troops  were  assembled  for 
BO  other  purpose  than  to  be  distributed  into  winter- 
quarters,  which  had  been  assigned  them  by  the  agree- 
ment; but  his  eyes  were  at  last  opened,  by  repeated 
advices  which  he  had  received  from  all  quarters,  import-; 
ing  that  the  Hanoverians  intended  to  infringe  those 
articles  which  ought  to  be  sacred  and  inviolable :  he 
affirmed,  the  king  his  master  was  still  willing  to  give 
fipesh  proofs  of  his.  moderatiop,  and  his  desire  to  spare  the 
effusion  of  human  blood:  tvith  that:  view  he  declared  to 
his  serene  highneis,  in  the  i\ame  of  his  most  Christian 
msg^isty^  that  he  persisted  -in  his  resplution , of  fulfilling 
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Exactly  ^1  th^  pomts  of  the  conv^htioii,  prbvlde4,they 
sKcHild  be  equally  observed  by  the  Hanoveriaa  army; 
but  he  could  not  help  apprizing  his  serene  highness,  that 
if  this  army  should  take  any  equivocal  step,  and,  still  . 
more,  should  it  commit  any  act  of  hostflity,  be  would 
then  push  matters  to  the  last  extremity,  looking  upon, 
himself  as  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  rules  of  war;  that 
he  Would  set  fire  to  all  palaces,  houses,  and  gardens; 
sack  all  the  towns  and  villages,  without  sparing  the  most 
inconsiderable  cottage,  and  subject  the  country  to  all  the 
horrors  of  war  and  devastation.  He  conjured  his  serene 
highness  to  reflect  on  these  particulars,  and  begged  he 
would  not  lay  him  under  the  necessity  of  taking  step$ 
so  contrary  to  his  own  personal  character,  as  well  as  to 
the  natural  humanity  of  the  French  nation."  To  tfeis 
letter,  which  was  seconded  by  the?  count  de  Lynar,  the 
Danish  ambassador,  who  had  mediated  the  convention, 
prince  Ferdinand  returned  a  very  laconic  answer,  intl- 
matingj  that  he  would  give  the  duke  de  Richelieu  his 
answer  in  person  at  the  head  of  his  army.  At  this  par- 
ticular juncture,  the  French  general  was  disposed  to 
abide  by  the  original  articles  of  the  convention,  rather  ^ 
than  draw  upon  himself  the  hostilities  of  an  army  which 
he  knew  to  be  brave,  resolute,  and  well-appointed,  and 
which  he  saw  at  present  animated  with  an  eager  desire 
pf  wiping  out  the  disgrace  they  had  sustained  by  the 
capitulation^  as  well  as  of  relieving  their  country  from 
the  grievous  oppression  under  which  it  groaned^ 

§  XXVI.  About  the  latter  end  of  November,  ^  the 
Hanoverian  army  was  wholly  assembled  at  Stade,  under 
the  auspices  of  prince  Ferdinand,  who  resolved  without 
delay,  to  drive  the  French  from  the  electorate,  whither 
they  now  began  their  march.  Part  of  the  enemy  s  rear, 
consisting  of  two  thousand  men,  was,  in  their  march 
back  to  Zell,  attacked  in  the  bailiwick  of  Ebstorff^  and 
entirely  defeated  by  general  Schuylenbourg;  and,  in  a 
few  days  after  this  action,  another  happened  upon  the 
Ti  ver  AUer,  between  two  considerable  bodies  of  each 
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acmy,  in  which  the  Hanoyerians,  cofiMna^ded  by  ge^neral 
Zv^bPOWj  Temained  masters  oi  the  field..  These  petty  ad- 
vantages served  to  encouTage  the  allies,  and  put  them  m 
possec»ioti  of  Lunenb^g,  Zell,  and  part  of  the  Bruns- 
wick dominions,  which  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  abaa- 
dofii.  The  operations  of  prince  Ferdinand,  however, 
were  retarded  by  the  resolusion  and  obstinate  persever- 
ance of  the  French  officer  who  commanded  the  garrison 
of  Harboui^.  When  the  Hanoverian  troops  made  th^xt^* 
selves  masters  of  the  town,  he  retired  into  the  castle,  which 
he  held  out  against  a  considerable  detachment  of  the 
allied  [army,  by  whom  it  was  invested ;  at  lengthy  how- 
ever, the  fortifications  being  entirely  demolished,  he  sur- 
rendered upon  capitulation.  On  the  6th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, prince  Ferdinand  began  his  march  towards  ZeU, 
where  the  French  army  had  taken  post,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  who,  at  the  approach 
c^the  Hanoverians  called  in  his  advanced  parties,  aban^ 
doned  several  magazines,  burned  all  the  &rm«housesand 
buildings  beloi^ng  to  the  sheep»walks  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  without  paying  the  least  regard  to  th^  repre- 
sentations made  by  prince  Ferdinand  on  this  subject ; 
reduced  the  suburbs  of  ZeU  to  ashes,  af^^  having  al- 
lowed his  meil  to  plunder  the  houses,  and  even  set  fire 
to  the  orphan  hospital,  in  which  a  great  numberof  help- 
less children  are  said  to  have  perished.  On«  cannot, 
withoiat  horror,  reflect  upon  such  brutal  acts  of  inhuxaa- 
nity.  The  French  troops,  on  divers  occasions,  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  empire,  acted  tragedies  of  the  same 
nature,  which  are  not  easily  reconcileable  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  nation  lamed  for  sentiment^  an4  civility.  The 
Hsinoverians  having  advanced  within  a  league  of  Zell, 
the  two  armies  began  to  cannonade  each  other  ,*  the 
f  rench  troops,  posted  on  the  right  of  the  Allei*,  burned 
their  magazines,  and  retired  into  the  town^  where  they 
,  Were  so  strongly  intrenched,  that  prince  Ferdmand 
could  not  atteoEipt  the  river,  the  passes  of  which  were 
ttrongly  guarded  by  the  enemy.     At  the  same  time 


bis  troopB  were  exposed  to  great  faimlships  fedm  the  se- 
T^ity^  of  the  weaither :  he  therefore  letreat^  to  IJltim 
and  Ltmenbourg,  where  his  ar»y  was  put  iftto  wii»tei<- 
quarterS)  and  executed  several  small  enterprises  by  de-^ 
tachment,  while  the  French  general  fixed  his  head^ 
quarters  in  the  city  of  Hajiover,  his  cantonments  extend- 
ifig  as  far  as  2^11,  in  the  neighbonrhdod  of  which  tmtt 
sharp  skirmishes  were  fought  from  the  o«t-^arties  wki 
various  success.  Th^r  imperial  majesties  were  no  sooner 
apprised  of  these  transactions,  which  they  conSid^*ed  as 
infractions  of  the  convention,  than  they  sent  an  mtima- 
tion  to  the  baron  de  Steinberg,  minister  from  the  king 
of  Great  Britauin  as  elector  of  Hanover,  that  he  s&ould 
appear  no  more  at  court,  or  confer  with  their  ministers; 
and  that  bis  residing  at  Vienna,  4s  he  might  easily  con- 
ceive, could  aot  be  very  agreeable :  in  coMequence  6f 
which  message,  he  retired,  after  having  obtained  tibtfnicf- 
cessiory  pass  ports  for  his  departure.  The  chragrilt  6d- 
qaaionedai  the  court  of  Vienna,  by  theHamjverian  arttiy's 
having  recourse  to  their  arms  again,  was,  in  some  mea- 
sure, alleviated  by  the  certain  tidings  received  from?  P^ 
ttfsburgh,  that  the  czarina  had  signed  tor  aocessim  in 
form  to  the  treaty  bet  ween  the  octturts  of  ViemMfc,  Vcr* 
saiUes,  and  Stockholm. 

i  XXVII.  In  closing  ow  account  of  diisyear's  ttans- 
actions  on  the  continent,  we  miay  observe^  that  ott  the 
16th  day  of  November,  the  queeft  of  Poland  died  at 
Berlin  of  an  apoplexy,  s»ppoBed  to  be  occasioned  by  the 
abock  she  received  on  hearing  that  th»  French  were 
totally  drf^ted  at  Rosback  ^e  was  a  lady  of  ^ettft- 
plary  virtue  and  piety,  whose  constitaitiott.  had  hem 
broken  by  grief  and  anxiety  Miiceived  from  d»e  dfetres* 
of  her  owa  family,  as  w^l  a»  from  th«!  misery  to  wkieb 
she  saw  her  peoffc  exposed.    With  respect  to  the  fi«- 

i^iean  powers^  that  were  not  acttiaffljr^^^^g*^  *^  P**^* 
cipals  in  the  war,  they  seemed  industrijottsly  to  a^oid 
^™«.«4«nctbfttmiflrht:  be  construed  a  deviatioa  fttom  ikbs 
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most  ^ftcru|Fu)ottS :  aeutrality ,  The  states-general  pro-' 
oeeded  with  great. circumspection;  in  the  middle  cotirse 
between  two  pow^ul  neighbours,  equally  jealous  and 
fohnidable ;  and  the  king  of  Spain  was  gratified  for  his 
forbearance,  with  a  convention  settled  between  him  and 
the  belligerent  powers,  implying,  that  his  subjects  should 
pursue  their  commerce  at  sea  without  molestation,  pro- 
vided they  should  not  transport  those  articles  of  mer- 
chandise which  were  deemed  contraband  by .  all  nations. 
The  operations  at  sea,  during  the  course ;  of  this  year, 
either  in  Europe  or  America,  were  far  from  being  deci- 
sive or  important.  The  commerce ,  of  Great  Britain: 
sustained  considerable  damage  from  the  activity  and  sue-* 
cessL  of  French  privateers,  of  which  a  great  number  had 
beenequipped  in  the  islands  of  Martinique  and  Guada- 
loupe.  The  Greenwich  ship  of  war,  mounted  withfifty 
guns,  and  a  frigate  of  twenty,,  fell  into  the,  hands  of  the 
enemy,  together  with  a  very  considerable  number  of 
trading  vessels.  On  the  oth^hand,  the  English  cruisers^ 
and  privateers  acquitted  themselves  with  equal  vigilance 
and  valour.  The  Due  d'Aquitaine^  a  large  ship  of  fifty 
^ns,  was  taken  in  the  month  of  June  by  two  British 
stips  pf  war,  after  a  severe, engagement;  and,  about  the 
same  time,  .the  Aquilon,  of  nearly  the  same  force,  was 
driven  ashore  and  destroyed  near  Brest  by  the  Antelope, 
one  of  the  British  cruisers.  A  French  frigate  of  twenty- 
six  guiis,  called  the  Emeraude,  was  taken  in  the  channel, 
after  a  warm  engagement,  by  an  English  ship  of  inferior 
forw,  under  the  command  of  captain  Gilchrist,  a  gallant 
an4  alert  officer,  who,  in  the  sequel,  signalized  himself 
fm  divers  oocafiions,  by  very  extraordinary  acts  of  valour. 
AH  the  sea-officers  seemed  to  be  animated  vnth  a  noble 
mutation  to  distuaguish  themselves  in  the  service  of  tfaeii^ 
coimtcy,  and  the  spirit  descended  even  to  the  captains 
of  Jwivateers,  who,  instead  of  imitating  the  former  com- 
manders of  that  class,  in  avoiding  ships  of  force,  and  cen- 
tering their  Whole  attention  in  advantageous  prizes  now 
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Encountered  the  ^nned  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  fought 
with  the  most  obstinate  valour  in  the  pursuit  of  national 
glory. 

§  XXVIII.  Perhaps  history  cannot  afford  a  more  re- 
markable instance  of  desperate  courage  thjan  that  which 
was  exerted  in  Deceinber  of  lie  preceding  year,  by  the 
officers  and  crew  of  an  English  privateer,  called  the  Ter- 
rible, under  the  command  of  captain  William  Death, 
equipped  with  twenty-six  cairiage  guns,  and  manned 
with  two  hundred  sailors.  On  the  23d  day  of  the 
month  he  engaged  and  made  prize  of  a  large  French, 
ship  from  St.  Domingo,  after  an  obstinate  battle  in  which 
he  lost  his  own  brother  and  sixteen  seamen:  then  he 
secured  with  forty  men  his  prize,  which  contained  a  va- 
luable cargo,  and  directed  his  course  to  England ;  but 
in  a  few  days  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  the 
Vengeance,  a  privateer  of  St.  Maloes,  carrying  thirty-six 
large  camion,  with  a  complement  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty  men.  Their  first  step  was  tt)  attack  the  prize,  which 
was  easily  retiaken;  then  the  two  ships  bore  down  upon 
the  Terrible,  whose  main-mast  was  shot  away  by  the 
first  broadside.  Notwithstanding  this  disaster,  th^  Ter- 
rible maintained  such  a  furious  engagement  against  both 
ais  Can  hardly  be  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  Britain. 
The  French  commander  and  his  second  were  killed,  with 
two-thirds  of  his  company ;  but  the  gallant  captain  Death, 
with  the  greater  part  of  his  officers,  and  almost  his  whole 
crew  having  met  with  the  same  fate,  his  ship  was  boarded 
by  the  enemy,  who  found  no  more  than  twenty -six  per- 
sons alive,  sixteen  of  whom  were  mutilated  by  the  loss 
of  leg  or  arm,*  and  the  other  ten  grievously  wounded. 
The  ship  itself  was  so  shattered,  that  it  could  scarce  be 
kept  above  water,  and  the  whole  exhibited  a  scene  of 
blood,  hoitor,  and  desolation.  The  victor  itselflay  like 
a 'Wreck  on  the  surface:  and  in  this  condition  made 
shift  with  great  difficulty  to  tow  the  Terrible^  into  St. 

vThera^ras  a  strange  oombinatioii  of  names;  belonging  to  this  piivaUer;  the^ 
Terrible,  equipped  at  Execution-dock,  conimanded  by  captain  Deatti,  whose  lieu- 
tenant was  called  Deril,  and  who  had  one  Ghost- for  surgeon. 
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MaloeB;^  where  she  .was  not  bebeld  without  attoaishiaeQt 
and  terror.  This  adventure  was  no  sooueir  kiKywn  in 
England,  than  a  liberal  subscription  was  raised  for.tJbe 
supped  of  Death's  widow^  and  that  part  of  the  crew 
which  surviyed  the  engagement  In  this  and  every  sea 
rencounter  that  happened  within  the  present  yes^,  the 
superiority  in  skill  and  resolution  was  ascertained  to  the 
Britii^  mariners ;  for  ev^i  when  tliey  fought  agaiiist 
great  odds,  their  courage  was  generally  crowned  with 
succefiRs.  In  the  month  of  November,  captain  Loekhart, 
a  young  gentleman  who  had  alreac^  rendered  himself  a 
terror  to  the  enemy  as  commander  of  a  small  frigate, 
now  added  considerably  to  his  repiBtaiion,  by  fieducii]^ 
the  Mekmpe,  a  French  privateer  of  Bayomie,  greatly 
superior  to  bis  own  ship  iu  rmaber  of  men  and  weiglit 
c^  metal.  This  exploit  was.  seconded  by  another  of  the 
same  nature,  in  his  conquest  of  anothar  French;  adveur 
turer,  called  the  Countess  of  Gbramont;  and  a  third  large 
privateer  of  Bayotme  was  taken  by  captain  Saumarez^ 
commander  of  the  Antelope  In  a  wwd,  the  narrow 
seas  were  so  well  guarded,  that  in  a  little  time  scarce  a 
French  ship  durst  appear  in  ti^  English  channel^  which 
the  British  traders  navigated  without  molestation. 

^  XXIX.  Onthe  1st  day  of  December,  the  kii^  of 
Great  Britain  opened  the  session  of  parliament  with  a 
speech  from  the  throne,  which  seemed  calculated  to 
prepare  the  nation  for  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  new 
war  On  the  continent  of  Europe  Hk  majesty  gra^ 
ciously  declared,  that  it  wocdd  have  given  him  a  miost 
siensible  pleasure  to  acquaint  them,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  that  his^  success  in  carrying  on  the  war  had 
been  equal  to  the  justice  of  his  caicse,  and  theextebtand 
vigour  of  the  measures  formed  for  that  purpose^  He 
dxpre^ed  th^  firmest  confidence,  th^  the  spirit  9Sid 
bravery  of  the  nation,  so  renowned  in  aU  times,  which 
hctd  formerly  surmounted  so  many  dificulties,i  Wiare  not 
fb  be  abated  by  a  few  disappointments,  whkh,  he  treated, 
might  be  retrieved  by  the  blessing  of  Go^  and  the  zeaJi 
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and  ardour  of  his  parliament  fixr  his  majesty ^s  honour 
and  the  advantage  of  their  country.  He  said  it  was  his 
determined  resolution  to  apply  his  utmost  efforts  for  the 
secnrity  of  hi*  kingdoms,  and  for  the  recovery  and  po- 
tection  of  the  possessions  and  rights  of  his  crown  and 
subjects  in  America,  and  elsewhere,  as  well  by  the 
strongest  exertion  oi  his  naval  force,  as  by  aU  other  me^ 
thods.  He  signified,  that  another  great  object  which 
he  had  at  heart,  was  the  preservation  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe ;  and,  in  that  view^ 
to  encourage  and  adhere  to  his  allies.  For  this  cause, 
he  assured  them,  he  would  decline  no  inconvenienceSi 
and  in  this  cause,  he  earnestly  solicited  their  hearty  con* 
currence  and  rigorous  assistance.  He  observed,  that 
the  late  signal  success  in  Germany  had  given  a  happy 
torn  to  afiairs,  which  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  im- 
prove :  and  that,  in  such  a  critical  conjuncture,  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe  werie  iq[)on  them.  He  particularly^recom- 
mended  to  them,  that  his  good  brother  and  ally  the 
king  of  Prussia  might  be  supported  in  such  a  manner  as 
his  magnanimity  and  active  zeal  for  the  common  cause 
appeared  to  deserve..  To  the  commons  he  expressed  his 
concern  that  the  large  supi^ies  they  had  already  granted 
did  not  produce  all  the  good  fruits  they  had  reascm  to 
expect ;  but  he  had  so  great  a  reliance  on  their  wisdom, 
as  not  to  doubt  of  their  perseverance.  He  only  desired 
such  supplies  asshould  be  necessary  lor  the  puMk  service, 
and  told  them  they  might  depend  upon  it,  that  the  best 
and  moist  faithfdl  eccmomy  should  be  used.  He  took 
notice  of  that  spirit  of  disorder  which  had  shewn  itself 
among  the  common  people  in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom; 
he  laid  injunctions  upon  them  to  use  their  endeavours  for 
discouraging  and  suppressing  such  abuses,  and  for  main- 
taining-  the  laws  and  lawful  authority.  He  concluded 
with  observing,  that  nothing  would  so  effectuaHy  con- 
duce to  the  defence  of  all  that  was  dear  to  the  nation,  as 
well  as  to  the  reducing  their  enemies  to  reason,  as  union 
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and  harmony  among  themselves.     The  time  was^  when 
every  paragraph  of  this  harangue,  which  the  reader  wilt 
perceive  is  not  remarkable  for  its  elegance  and  proprietyi^ 
would  have  been  canvassed  and  impugxxed  by  the  coun-' 
try  party  in  the  house  of  commons.     They  would  have 
imputed  the  bad  success  of  the  war  to  the  indiscretion 
of  the  ministry,  in  taking  preposterous  measures,  and 
^.ppointing  compianders  unequal  to  the  service.     They 
would  have  inquired  in  what  manner  the  Prot^tant  reli- 
gion was  endangered ;  and,  if  it  was,  how  it  could  be 
preserved  or  promoted  by  adhering  to  allies,  who,  with- 
out, provocation,  had  well  nigh  ruined   the  first  and 
principal  Protestant  country  of  the  empire.    They  would 
have  started  doubts  with  respect  to  the  late  signal  suc- 
cess in  Germany,  and  hinted,  that  it  would  only  serve 
to  protract  the  burden  of  a  continental  war.     They  would 
Jiave  owned  that  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  them, 
and  drawn  thiB  consequence,  that  it  therefore  behoved 
them  to  act  with  the  more  delicacy  and  caution  in  dis- 
charge of  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  con- 
stituents ;  a  trust  which  their  consciences  would  not  al- 
low to  be  faithfully  discharged,  should  they  rush  precipi- 
tately into  the  destructive  measures  of  a  rash  and  prodi-^ 
gal  ministry,  squander  away  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
and  add  to  the  grievous  incumbrances  under  which  it 
groaned,  in  support  of  connexions  and  alliances  that  were 
equally  foreign  to  her  consideration,  and  pemicioiis  to 
her  interest.     They  would  have  investigated  that  cause 
which  was  so  warmly  recommendnd  for  support,  and 
pretended  to  discover  that  it  was  a  cause  in  which  Great 
-Britain  ought  to  have  had  no  concern,  because  it  pro- 
duced a  certainty  of  loss  without  the  least  prospect  of 
advantage.     They  would  have  varied  essentially  in  their 
opinions  of  the  necessary  supplies,  from  the  sentiments 
of  those  who  prepared  the  estimates,  and  even  d[eclared 
some  doubts  about  the  economy  to  be  used  in  managing, 
the  national  expense :  finally, '  they  would  have  repre- 
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sented  the  impossibility  of  umon  between  the  two  par-* 
ties,  one  of  which  seemed  bent  upon  reducing  the  other 
to  beggary  and  contempt.  Such  was  the  strain  that  used 
to  flow  from  an  opposition,  said  to  consist  of  disloyalty 
and  disappointed  ambition.  But  that  malignant  spirit 
was  now  happily  extinguished.  The  voice  of  the  sove* 
reign  was  adored  as  the  oracle  of  a  divinity,  and  those 
happy  days  were  now  approaching  that  saw  the  cotnmons 
of  Efrgland  pour  their  treasures,  in  support  of  a  German 
prince,  with  such  a  generous  hand,  that  posterity  will  be 
amazed  at  their  liberality. 

§  XXX.  To  the  speech  of  his  majesty  the  house  of 
lords  returned  an;  address,  in  such  terms  of  complacency 
as  had  long  distinguished  that  illustrious  assembly.  The 
commons  expressed  their  approbation  and  confidence 
with  equal  ardour,  and  not  one  objection  was  made  to 
the  form  or  nature  of  the  address ;  though  one  gentle- 
man, equally  independent  in  his.  mind  and  fortune,  tool^ 
exceptions  to  some  of  the  measures  which  had  been 
lately  pursued.  Their  complaisance  was  more  substan- 
tially specified  in  the  resolutions  of  the  house,  as  soon 
as  the  two  great  committees  of  supply  were  appointed. 
They  granted  for  the  sea-service  of  the  ensuing  year 
sixty  thousand  men,  including  fourteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-five  marines ;  and  the  standing  army, 
copiprehending  four  thousand  invalids^  was  fixed  at 
fi%^-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy ^seven 
effective  men,  commission  and.  non-commission  officens 
iilcluded.  For  the  maintenance  of  these  forces^,  by  sea 
and  .land,  the  charge  of  guards  and  garrisons,^  at  .home 
and  abroad,  the  expense  of  the  ordnance,  and  in  order 
ta  make  good  the  sum  which  had  been,  issued  by  his 
majest/s  orders,  in  pui^uance  of  the  address  from  the 
coi^mons,  they  now  sdlotted  4,022,807/.  7^,  3//.  They 
uii|iiiin]K)Usly  granted,,  as  a  present  supply^in  the.then 
critical  exigency,' towards  enabling  his  ms^eaty  to  mai^r 
tftin.4^  Wp  together  t^e  army. formed. last  year  in  his 
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electoral  doitiiiiiond,  and  then  again  put  in  motioti>  and 
actuaUy  employed  against  the  common  enenoty,  in  con^ 
cert  with  the  king  of  Prassia,  the  sum  of  100,000/. ;  for 
tiiie  ordinaiy  of  the  navy,  including  hfdf-pay  to  the  sea^ 
cxfficers,  they  allowed  2124,4217.  6^*  8^.;  towards  the 
building  and  support  of  the  three  hospilals  for  seamen 
at  Gosport,  Plymouth,  and  Gt^eenwich,  30,000/. ;  for 
the  reduced  officers  of  the  land-forces  and  marines,  pen^ 
sions  to  the  widows  of  officers,  and  other  such  military 
contingencies,  40,926A  lis.  llrf. ;  towswrds  building,  ret 
building,  and  repairs  of  his^  majesty ^s  ships  for  the 
<msuing  year,  the  sum  of  200,000/. ;  for  defrayiaag  the 
charge  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  horse, 
and  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  infantry,  together  with 
the  general  and  stajf-officers,  the  officers  of  the  hospital, 
and  the  train  of  artillery,  being  the  troops  of  the  land* 
grave  of  Hesse^Cassel  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for 
six^  days,  together  with  the  subsidy  for  the  said  time, 
pursuant  to  treaty,  they  assigned  38,360/.  19^.  10|d 
To  the  Fo^mdling-ho^ital  they  gave  40,000/.  for  the 
nudntenance  and  education  of  deserted  young  childi^n, 
a»  well  as  for  the  reception  of  all  such  as  should  ^  pre»^ 
sented  und^  a  certain  age,  to  be  limited  by  the  governor^ 
and  guardians  of  that  charity.    Three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  were  given  towards  discharging  the  debt  ol  the 
navy,  and  284,802/.  for  making  up  the  deficiency  of  the 
grants  for  the  service  c^  the  preceding  year.    The  land- 
grave of  Hesse-Cassel  was,  moreover,  gratified  with  th^ 
fertheir  3mn  of  203,536/.  4^«  9^.  for  the  mainteuanee  bf 
his  forces^  and  the  remainder  of  his  subsidy.  They  grant-^ 
ad  670,000/.  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  make  good  hil^ 
<mgagements  with  the  king  of  Pn^^sia,  pursuant  to  a  coisi* 
vention  lately,  concluded  with  tlmt  potentate^     For  ^ 
fraying  the  charge  of  thirty**eight  thousand  meu  of  the 
^roops  of'  Hanover,  Wolfenbutfefl,  Saxe-Qotha,  and  the 
count  of  Buckebourg,  together  with  that  of  getieral  and 
stafiHofficers  actually  employed  againi^  &e  Mmmtfti 
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enemyi  in  concert  with  the  king  of  PnMia,  from  tht 
28th  4ay  of  Novamber  in  the  last,  to  the  24th  of  De^ 
c^nber  in  the  present  year  inclusive,  to  be  issued  in 
advance  every  two  months^  diey  allotted  the  sum  of 
463,084/.  6^.  lOi. ;  and,  fiiPtheimore,  they  granted 
366,915/.  13^.  2d.  to  defray  the  charges  of  forage, 
bread-waggons^  train  of  artillery,  provisions,  vrood^ 
straw,  and  all  other  extraordinary  expenses,  contingenf 
cies,  and  losses  whatsoever,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred; 
on  account  of  his  majesty's  army,  consisting  of  thirly^ 
eight  thousand  men,  actually  employed  agait^t  the  com^ 
mon  enemy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Prussia,  from 
November  last  to  next  Dec^nber  inclusive.  For  th^ 
ertraordinaiy  eitpenBes  of  the  land-forces,  and  other  ser- 
vices j  incurred  in  the  course  of  the  last  yeat,  and  not  proM 
vided  for  by  parliament,  they  allowed  145,464/.  1 5#.  O^i/. 
They  provided  800,000/.  to  enable  his  majestjT  td  d^ray 
the  like  sum  raised  in  pursuance  of  an  act  made  iA  tins 
hAt  session  of  parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  &ni 
aids  and  supplies  to  be  granted  in  the  current  sessions 
Twen(y«-six  thousand  pounds  were  bestowed  on  the  out-* 
pensioners  of  Ohelsea^hospital ;  above  20,000/.  foi^tkef 
exp^ise  of  maintaining  the  colonies  of  Nova^Scotia  and 
Georgia;  for  reimbursing  to  the  province  of  Masi^^ 
chnset's-bay,  and  the  colony  of  Connecticut^  theii*  ex^ 
pense  in  frtmishing  provisions  and  stores  to  the  troopil 
raised  by  them,  for  his  majesty's  service  in  th^  ^sampaign 
of  the  year  1766,  the  sum  of  41,117/.  17^.  e^d.  i  to  b^ 
iippUed  towards  the  rebuilding  of  London-bridge,  carry^ 
ing  on  the  works  for  fortifying  and  securing  the  harboiy- 
of  M ilford,  and  repairing  the  parish  church  Of  St.  Ma)s 
garet^  in  Westminster^  they  alk>tted  29,000/.  Thi 
East  India  company  were  indulged  with  20,000/^  on  ac^ 
count,  towards  enabling  them  to  defray  the  eiqpense  6f  a 
military  forbe  in  their  settlements,  txy  be  maintained  by 
them  in  lieu  of  the  battalion  of  his  majesty's  tbtcek  wlth-^^ 
drawn  from  those  seMtements ;  the  sum  of  10,000/.  mtA 
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'giv&0i9  as  ui^usdl,  for  mtlintaining  and  supporting  the  Bri- 
tiah  forts  and  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and 
1  l^S^OL  were  granted  as  an  augmentation  to  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  in  the  superior  courts^  of  judicature.     They 
likewise  provided  100,000/,  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
pay  and  clothing  to  the  militia,  and  advanced  800,000/. 
to  enable  his  majesty  to  defray  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year ;  and  to  take  all  such  mea- 
sures as  might  be  necessary  to  disappoint  or  defeat  any 
enterprises  or  designs  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of 
his  affairs  might  require.     The  whole  supplies  of  this 
session  amounted  to  the.  enormous  sum  of  10,486,457/. 
0^.  Id,     Nothing  could  so  plainly  demonstrate  the  iin- 
pUcit  confidence  which  the  parliament,  at  this  juncture, 
Imposed  jin  the  sovereign  and  the  ministry,  as  their  con- 
duct in  granting  such  liberal  supplies,  great  part  of  which 
W&^^.  \  bestowed  in  favour  of  our  German  allies,  whom 
$he  Bjitish  nation  thus  generously  paid  for  fighting  their 
own  battles.    Besides  the  sum  of  1,861,897/.  4^.  8^^. 
expressly  assigned  for  the  support  of  these  continental 
connexions,  a  sum  considerably  exceeding  the  whole  of 
the  revenue  ra,i3ed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second, 
and  what  part  of  the  sum  granted  to  the  king  for  extra- 
ordinary expenses  might  be  suppUed  to  the  same  use,  the 
article  might  not  improperly  be  swelled  with  the  vast  ex- 
pense iQcurred  by  expeditions  to  the  coast  of  France ; 
,^he  chief,  if  not  sole,  design  of  which  seemed  to  be  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  the  nation  s  allidS  in  Germany,  by 
preventing  France  from  sending  such  numerous  armies 
into  that  country,,  as  it  could  have  spared,  had  not  its 
~  searcoasts  required  a  considerable  body  of  forces  for  its 
defence  against  the  attempts  of  the  English.     Indeed 
the  partisans  of  the.ministry  were  at  great  pains  to  sug- 
gest and  inculcate  a; belief,  that  the.  war  in  Germany  was 
chiefly  supported  ais  a.n^essaiy  diversion  in.&.vbur  of 
praat  Britain  and  h^r ;  plantations,  which  would  have 
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been  expos^  to  insult  and  invasion,  had  not  the  enemy's 
forces  been  otherwise  employed*  But  the  absurdity  of 
this  notion  will  at  once  appear  to  those  who  consider, 
that  by  this  time  Great  Britain  was  sole  mistress  of  the 
sea ;  that  the  navy  of  France  was  almost  ruined,  and 
her  commerce  on  the  ocean  quite  extinguished;  that 
she  could  not,  with  the  least  prospect  of  success,  hazard 
any  expedition  of  consequence  against  Great  Britain, 
or  any  psurt  of  her  dominions,  while  the  ocean  was  co- 
vered with  such  powerful  navies  belonging  to  that  na- 
tion ;  and  that  if  one*third  part  of  the  money,  annually 
ingulfed  in  the  German  vortex,  had  been  employed  in 
augmenting  the  naval  forces  of  England,  and  those 
forces  properly  exerted,  not  a  single  cruiser  would  have 
been  able  to  stir  from  the  harbours  of  France ;  all  her 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies  would  have  fallen  an  easy 
prey  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain;  and,  thus  cut  off 
from  the  resources  of  commerce,  she  must  have  been 
content  to  embrace  such  terms  of  peace  as  the  victor 
should  have  thought  proper  to  prescribe. 

§  XXXL  The  funds  established  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  in  order  to  realize  those  articles  of  sup- 
ply, consisted  of  the  malt-tax,  the  land-tax  at  four  shil- 
lings in  the  pound,  sums  remaining  in  the  exchequer; 
produced  from  the  sinking  fund,  4,500,000/.  to  be  raised 
by  amauitieSy  at  3/«  10^.  per  cent«  per  annum,  and , 
500,000/.  by  a  lottery,  attended  with  annuities  redeem- 
able by  parliament,  after  the  rate  of  3/.  per  cent,  per 
annum;  these  several  annuities  to  be  transferable  at  the 
bank  of  England,  and  charged  upon  a  fund  to  be  esta- 
blished in  this  session  of  parliament  for  payment  thereof 
and  for  which  the  sinking  fund  should  be  a  collateral 
security** — 1,606,076/.  5^.  l^d.  issued  and  applied  out 

^  It  was  enacted,  that  every  peraon  Mibtcribiiig  for  500i.  should  be  entitled  to 
45bL  i»  amuiities,  and  50L  in  lottery  tickets,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater 
or  less  sum ;  that  the  lottery  should  consist  of  tickets  of  the  value  of  lOi.  eaeh^  in 
the  proportion  nbt  exceeding  eight  blanks  tcr  a  pri2e ;  the  blanks  to  bv^  of  the 
value  of  41.  each  ^  the  blanks  and  pruees  to  bear  an  interest  after  the  rate  of  3/. 
per  cent  to  commence  from  the  let  day  of  January >  in  the  year  1759 ;  and  thaX! 
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of  such  monies  as  should  or  might  ^rise  from  the  sur- 
pluses, excesses,  and  other  revenues  composing  the  sink- 
ing fund-^a  tax  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  to  be  an- 
nually paid  from  all  salaries,  fees,  and  perquisites,  of 
offices  'and  employments  in  Great  Britain,  and  from  all 
pensions  and  other  gratuities  payable  out  of  any  revenues 
belonging  to  his  majesty  in  Great  Britain,  exceeding  the 
yearly  value  of  100/* — an  imposition  of  one  shilling  an- 
nually upon  every  dwelling-house  inhabited  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  over  and  above  all  other  du- 
ties already  chargeable  upon  them,  to  commeoee  from  the 
fifth  day  of  April — an  additioniotl  tax  of  sixpence  yearly 
for  every  window  or  light,  in  every  dwelling-house  in- 
habited in  Britain  which  shall  contain  fifteen  windows 
or  upwards;  a  continuation  of  certain  acts  near  expiring, 
with  respect  to  the  duties  payable  on  foreign  sail-cloth 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  the  exportation  of  British 
gunpowder,  the  securing  and  encouraging  the  trade  of 
his  majesty's  sugar  colonies  in  America,  and  the  em- 
powering the  importers  and  proprietors  of  spirits  from 
.  the  British  sugar  plantations  to  land  them  before  pay- 
mait  of  the  duties  of  excise,  and  to  lodge  them  in  ware- 
houses at  their  own  expense^— an  annual  tax  of  forty 
shillings  fof  a  licence  to  be  taken  oirt  by  every  person 
trading  in,  selling,  or  vending,  gold  or  silver  plate^  in  lieu 
of  the  duty  qf  sixpence  per  ounce  on  silver  plate,*  made 

the  sum  of  4,500,000/.  to  be  raised  by  annuities,  should  bear  an  interest  after  the 
Tate  of  31.  lOf.  pan  cent.  |r«m  the  5th  day  of  July  hi  the  present  year;  whkh 
annuities  should  stsind  reduced  to  SL  per  cent.  B£tet  the  expiration  of  twenty-four 
years,  and  afterward  be  redeemable  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  by  sumsnot  less  than 
500,0002.  at  one  time ;  si^  months'  notice  having  been^rst  given  of  suchpayx^QBts 
respectively ;  that  any  subscriber  might,  on  or  l^fore  the  $9th  day  of  April,  make 
a  deposit  of  tOl,  per  cent,  en  such  sum  as  he  should  choose  io  suby^^  ton^ardi 
raising  these  five  millions,  with  the  cashiers  of  the  bank,  as  a  securi^  for  his 
futore  pavments  on  the  days  £ip^)ointed  for  that  purpoto;  that  the  several  sums  so 
received  by  the  cashiers  should  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be 
ap^ed  from^time  to  time  to  such  services  as  should  then  have  been  voted  by  the 
house  of  commons  in  this  session  of  parliament,  and  not  otherwise ;  that  any  sub- 
ncriber,  paying  the  whole  or  any  part  of  his  siibscription  previous  to  the  days 
appointed  for  the  respective  payments  should  be  allowed  a  discount,  at  tke  rate 
:ef  three  per  cent,  from  the  days  of  such  tespective  payments  to  the  vespective 
times  on  which  aach  payments  were  directed  to  be-made,  and  that  all  persons 
,who  should  make  their  full  payments  on  the  said  lottery,  should  feceive  ih«ir 
.tidieits  as  soon  as  they  could  be  conveniently  made  out. 
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0r  wrought,  or  which  ought  to  be  tcmched,  assayed/ Qii 
marked,  in  this  kingdom,  which  duty  now  cea^sd  and 
defermined^— a  cessation  of  all  drawbacks  payable  on  the 
exportation  of  silver  plate — a  law  prohibiting  all  persons 
from  selling,  by  retail,  -any  sweet  or  made  wine,  without 
having  first  procured  a  licence  for  liiat-  purpose— and  a 
foan  by  exchequer  bills  for  800,000/.,  to  be  charged  on 
the  first  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  session  of  parlia** 
ment.  These  provisions  amtMinted  to  the  sum  of 
11,079,722/.  6s.  lOrf.,  exceeding  the  grants  in  th^  sum 
of  593,265/.  6j.  9^; ;  so  that  the  nation  had  reason  to 
hope  that  this  surplus  of  above  half  a  million  would  pre- 
Ferit  any  demand  for  defidepcies  in  the  next  session.  By 
these  copious  grants  of  thehouse  of  commons,  whose  c6m4 
plaisance  knew  no  bounds,  tibie  national  debt  was,  at  th|s 
juncture,  swelled  to  the  astonishing  sum  of  87,367,210?. 
19^.  i0^d»;  a  load  that  would  have  crushed  the  national 
credit  of  any  other  state  in  Christenddm. 

§  XXXII.  The  liberality  of  the  parliament  was  like 
the  rock  in  the  wilderness,  which  flowed  with  the  wel- 
come stream  when  touched  by  the^rod  of  Moses.  The 
present  supply  which  the  commons  orranted  for  the  sub-* 

message  from^  his  majesty,  communicated  to  the  house 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Pit^,  signifying,  that  the  king  had  or* 
dereH  his  electoral  army  to  be  put.  again  in  nu^ioh,  thai 
it  might  act  with  vigour  against  the  common  enemy,  in 
concert  with  his  good  brother  and  ally,  llie  king  of  Pfus* 
ski;  thipit  the  e^aiisted  add  ruined  state  of  the  electorate 
having  rendered  it  incapable  of  maiiataiiung  that  army, 
'Bsotil  the  &r&^  necassary  charge  thereof,  as  well  as  tbe 
»br6  partieiilar  m^asitres  then  cbneertipg  £)r  the  e£^<- 
tued  supi^ort  of  his  Pnsssian  majesty,  could  be  laid  be&re 
tbe  house,  the  king,  relying  on  l^e  constant  zeal  of  his 
biAsSfA  commons  &r  tiie  mi^art  of  the  Protestant  rdi- 
gi0D,  ^nd  of  t^e  iibe^rties  bf  £urope  against  ihe  <langerous 
Resigns  of  France  and  hear  confederates^  found  himself, 

z2 
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iu  the  mean  time,  under  the  absolute  necessity  of  recora-^ 
mending  to  the  house  the  speedy  consideration  of  such 
a  present  supply  as  might  enable  his  majesty,  in,  this 
critical  conjuncture,  to  subsist  and  keep  together  the  said 
army.  This  address  was  no  sooner  recited  by  the  speaker, 
than  it  was  unanimously  referred  to  the  committee  of  sup- 
ply? who  gratified  his  majesty's  wish  with  an  immedfete 
resoltrtion;  and,  considering  their  generous  disposition, 
doubtless  the  same  compliance  would  have  appeared, 
even  though  no  mention  had  been  made  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  which,  to  men  of  ordinary  penetration,  appeared 
to  liave  no  natural  concern  in  the  present  dispiite  bcr 
tween  the  belligerent  pbwers,  although  former  ministers 
had  often   violently  iqtroduced  it  into  messages  and 
speeches  from  the  throne,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of 
the  populace,  even  while  they  insulted  theunderstandmg 
of  those  who  were  capable  of  exercising  their  own  rear 
son.    The  pretext  was  worn  so  threadbare,  that,  among 
the  sensible  part  of  mankind,  it  could  no  longer  be  used 
without  incurring  contempt  and  ridicule.     In  order  to 
persuade  mankind  ^hat  the  Protestant  religion  was  in 
danger,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  specify  the  de- 
signs that  were  formed  against  it,  as  well  as  the  nature 
-of  the  coiispiracy,  and  to  descend  to  particulars,  properly 
authenticated*  In  that  case,  great  part  of  Europe  would 
have,  been  justly  alarmed^     The  states-general  of  the 
United  Provinces,  who  have  made  such  glorious  and  in? 
defatigable  efforts  in  support  of  the  Protestant  religion^ 
would  have  surely  lent  a  helping  hand  towards  its  pre- 
servation.    The  Danes  would  not  have  stood  tamely 
neutral,  and  seen  the  religion  they  profess  exposed  to  the 
rage  of  such  a  powerful  confederacy. .  It  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  the  Swedes,  who  have  so  zealbiisly  main« 
tained  the  purity  of  the  Protestant  faith,  would  noW  join 
an  association  ;whose  aim  was  the  ruin  of  that  religion* 
It  is  not  credible  that  even  the  Hungarians,  who  profess 
the  sahie.  faith,  and  d^r  Protestant  states  iofithe  empire^ 
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vrould  enter  so  heartily  iuto  the  interests  of  those  ivho 
were  bent  upon  its  destruction;   or.  that  the  Russians 
would  contribute  to  the  aggrandise'ment  of  the  Catholic 
faith  and  dijscipline,  so  opposite  to  that  of  the  Greek 
church,  which  they  espouse*   As,  therefore,  no  particu- 
lar of  such  a  design  was  explained,  no  act  of  oppression 
towards  any  Protestant  state  or  society  pointed  out,  ex- 
cept those  that  were  exercised  by  the  Protestants  them- 
selves; and  as  the  court  of  Vienna  repeatedly  disavowed 
any  such  design  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  unpre*- 
judicedpart  of  mankind  will  be  apt  to  ccmelude^that  the 
.cry  of  religion  was  used,  as  in  former  times,  td  arouse, 
alarm,  and  inflame;  nor  did  the  artifice  prove  altogether 
unsuccessful.  Notwithstanding  the  general  lukewarmth 
of  the  ^ge  in  matters  of  xeligioni  it  produced  considerable 
effect  among  the  fanatic  sectaries  that  swarm  through  the 
Jdngdom  of  England.     The  leaders  of  those  blind  en- 
thusiasts, either  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  delusion,  or  de- 
jsirous  of  recommending  themselves  to  the  protection  of 
ihe  higher  powers,  immediately  seized  the  hint,  expatiat- 
ing vehemently  on  the  danger  that  impended  over  God's 
people;  and  exerting  all  their  faculties  to  impress  the 
.belief  of  a  religious  war,  which  never  fails  to  exasperate 
and  impel  the  minds  of  men  to  such  deeds  of  cruelty  and 
jevenge,  as  must  discredit  all  religion,  and  evendisgrace 
humanity.     The  signal  trust  and  confideni^e  which  the 
parliament  of  England  reposed  in  the  king,  at  thia  junc- 
ture, was  in  nothing  more  conspicuous  th^m  in  leaving  to 
the  crown  the  unlimited  application  of  the  sun^  granted 
for  augmenting  the  salaries  of  the  judges*    In  the  reign 
of  king  William,  when  the  act  of  settlement  wa^  passed^ 
the  parliament^  jealous  of  the  influence  which  the 
crown  might  acquire  over  the  judges,  provided,  by  an, 
express  clause  />f  that  act,  that  the  commissions  ot  th^ 
judges  should  subsist  quamdiu  se  bene  gesserint,  and  that 
iheir  salaries  should  be  established;  but  now  we  find  a 
.sum  of  money  granted  for  the.atigm^itation  of  their  sar 
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'  hoies,  and  the  crown  vested  with  a  discretionaiy  jxywer 
to  proportion  and  apply  this  augmentation:' a  stretch  of 
complaisance,  which,  how  safe  Soever  it  may  appear 
during  the  reign  of  a  prince  framed  for  iategrity  and 
moderation,  will  perhaps  one  day  be  considered  as  a 
very  dangerous  accession  to  the  prerogative. 

*§  XXXIIL  So  fiilly  persuaded  were  the  ministry, 
that  the  commons  would  cheerfully  enable  them  to  pay 
what  subsidies  they  might  promise  to  their  German  allies, 
that  on  the  11th  of  April  they  concluded  a  new  treaty 

*  of  convention  with  his  Prussian  majesty,  which,  that  it 
might  have  the  firmer  consistence,  and  the  greater  au- 
thority, Was,  on  the  part' of  Great  Britain,  transacted 
and  signed^  by  almost  all  the  privy-counsellors  who  had 
any  share  in  the  administration/  This  treaty,  which 
was  signed  at  Westminster,  imported,  "  That  the  con- 
tracting powers  have  mutually  resolved  to  continue  their 
efforts  for  their  reciprocal  defence  and  security,  for  the 
recovery  of  their  possessions,  the  protection  of  their 

.  allies,  and  the  support  of  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic 
body,  his  Britannic  majesty  had,  firoih  these  considera- 
tions, determined  to  grant  to  his  Prussian  majesty  an 
immediate  succour  in  money,  as  being  the  most  ready 
tnd  the  most  efficacious;  and  their  majesties  having 
Judged  it  proper  that  thereupon  a  convention  should  be 
made,  for  declaring  and  fixing  their  intentions  upon  this 
head,  they  had  nominated  and  authorized  their  respective 
ministers,  who,  after  having  communicated  their  full 
powers  to  one  another,  agreed  to  the  following  stipu- 
lations : — The  king  of  Great  Britain  engaged  to  pay  in 
the  city  of  London,  to  such  persons  as  should  be  autho- 
rized to  receive  it  by  his  Prussian  majesty^  the  sum  of 

«  These  were,  ^ir  Robert  Henley,  lord-keeper  of  the  great  seal ;  John,  earl  of 
CNonyille,  pretidebt  of  thexouncU ;  Thomas  Holies,  duk6of  Newcastle,  iSnt  com- 
missioner of  the  treasury  -,  Robert,  earl  of  Holdemesse,  one  of  the  principal  secre- 
taries of  state ;  Philip,  earl  of  Hardwicke  5  and  William  I4tt,  esq,  another  of  the 
pincipal  secretaries  of  state«  In  the  name  and  on  the  part  of  his  Fmssian  ma- 
jesty, the  Sieurs  Uado  Henry,  baron  of  Knypbausen,  his  priTy-counsellor  of 
embassy,  tad  ministi^t  plfsqiotenttary  at  th«  coun  of  Loa^don :  wni  Loom  MitlMl, 
/  his  retttdent  and  charg^  d'afiaires. 
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four  millions  of  German  crowns,  amounting  to  670,000/« 
sterlingv  to  be  paid  at  once,  And  in  one  whole  sum,  im* 
mediately  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  upon  being 
demanded  by  his  Prussian  majesty.  Thi^  prince,  on  his 
part,  obliged  himself  to  etpply  that  sum  to  the  maintain^ 
ing  and  augmenting  his  forces,  which  should  act  in  the 
best  manner  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  reciprocal  defence  and  mutual  security, 
proposed  by  their  said  majesties.  Moreover,  the  high 
contracting  parties  engaged  not  to  cojuclude  any  treaty 
of  peace,  truce,  or  neutrality,  nor  any  other  sort  of  con- 
vention or  agreement,  with  the  powers  engs^ed  in  the 
present  war,  but  iur  concert  and  by  mutual  agreement, 
wherein  bofh  should  be  nominally  comprehended.  Fi- 
nally, it  Was  stipulated  that  thid  convention  should  be  rati- 
fied, and  the  ratifications  exchanged  on  both  sides,  within 
the  t^m  of  six  we^s,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of 
signing  this  pretient  convention,  or  sooner,  if  possible.", 
§XXXIV>  All  the  resolutions  to  which  the  com*-^ 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  agreed  were  executed  by  bills, 
or  clauses  in  bills,  which  afterward  received  the  royal 
sanction.  The  militia  still  continued  to  be  an  object  of- 
parliamentary  care  tmd  attention;  but  the  institution 
was  not  yet  heartily  embraced,  because  seemingly  dis- 
countenanced by  the  remnant  of  the  old  ministry,  which 
still  maintained  a  capital  place  in  the  late  cCmlition,  and 
indeed  alo^ost  wholly  engrossed  the  distribution  of  peun 
sions  and  places.  The  commons  having  presented  an 
address  to  his  majesty,  with  respect  to  the  harbour  of 
Milford-'haven,  a  book  of  plans  and  estimates  for  forti-i 
fyiug  that  harbour  was  laid  before  the  house,  and  acomr^ 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  the  particulars.  They  werQ 
of  opinion  that  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  was  too  wid^ 
to  admit  of  any  fortification^  or  effectual  defence ;  but; 
that  the  passage  called  Nailand-point,  lying  higher  than 
Hubberdtone-road,  might  be  fortified,  so  as  to  afford 
safe  riding  wd  protection  to  the  trade  and  navy  of  Great 
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Britain :  that,  if  it  should  be  thought  proper  hereafter 
to  establish  a  yard  and  dock  for  building^and  equipping  * 
fleets  at  Milford,  no  place  could,  from  the  situation,  na- 
ture, soil,  and  a  general  concurrence  of  all  necessary 
local  circumstances,  be  more  fitted  for  such  a  design ; 
that  if  a  proper  use  were  made  of  this  valuable  though 
long-nc^lected  harbour,  the  distressful  delays  too  often 
embarrassing  and  disappointing  the  nation  in  her  nayal 
operations,  might  be,  in  a  great  measure,  happily  re- 
moved, to  the  infinite  relief  and  enlargement  of  the 
kingdom  in  the  means  of  improving  its  naval  force ;  the 
necessary  progress  and  free  execution  of  which  was  now 
so  unhappily  and  frequently  restrained  and  frustrated, 
by  the  want  of  a  harbour  like  that  of  Milford-haven, 
framed  by  nature  with  such  local  advantages.  This  re- 
port a{^)eared  to  be  so  well  supported  by  evidence,  that 
a  bill  was  framed,  and  passed  into  an  act,  for  granting 
10,000/..  towards  carrying  on  the  works  for  fortifying 
and  securing  the  harbour  of  Milfoird,  in  the  county  of 
Pembroke.  Other  la^s- of.  national  consequence  were 
enacted,  in  the  course  of  this  session,  with  little  or  no 
opposition.  On  the  very  first  day  of  their  sitting,  the 
commons  received  a  petition  from  the  mayw,  magis- 
strates,  merchants,  and  inhabitants,  of  Liverpool,  com-* 
plaining  of  the  high  price  of  wheat,  and  other  girain; 
expressing  their  apprehension  that  it  would  continue  ia 
rise,  unless  the  time  for  the  importation  of  foreign  com, 
duty  free,  should  be  prolonged,  or  som^  other  salutary 
measure  taken  by  parliament,  to  prevent  dealers  fit>m 
digressing  corn ;  submitting  to  the  wisdom  of  the  house 
a  total  prohibition  of  distilling  and  exporting  grain  while 
the  high  price  should  continue:  praying  they  would 
take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  grant  a  season-' 
able  relief  to  the  petitioners,  by  a  continuance  of  a  free 
importation,  and  taking  such  other  efiectual  means  to 
reduce  the  growing  price  of  com  as  to  them  should  seem 
ni^essary  and  expedient.     This  being  an  urgent  case, 
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that  equally  interested  the  humanity  of  the  l^islaturje 
and  the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  it  was  deliberated 
upon,  and  discussed  with  remarkable  dispatch.  In  a 
few  days  a  bill  was  prepared,  passed  through,  both 
houses,  and  enacted  into  a  law,  continuing  till  the  24th 
day  of  December,  in  the  present  year,  the  three  acts  of 
last  session ;  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corp ;  for 
prohibiting  the  distillation  of  spirits ;  and .  for  alldwing 
the  importation  of  com,  duty  free.  A  second  law  was 
established,  regulating  the  price  and  assize  of  bread,  and 
subjecting  ta  severe  penalties  those  who  should  be  con- 
cerned in  its  adulteration.  In  consequence  of  certain 
resolutions  taken  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house^  a 
bill  was  presented  for  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  com,  unless  sold  at  a 
Iowa-  price  than  is  aUowed  in  an  act  passed  in  the  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary ;  but  this  bill, 
after  having  been  read  a  second  time^  and  committed^ 
was  neglected,  and  proved  abortive. 

§  XXXV.  In  conisequence  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Grenville,  a  humane  bill  was  prepared  and  brought  in 
for  the  encouragement  of  seamen  employed  in  the  royal 
navy,  establishing  a  regular  method  for  the  punctual, 
frequent,  and  certain  payment  of  their  wages ;  enabling 
them  more  easily  and  readily  to  remit  money  for  the  sUp-; 
port  of  their  wives  and  families,  and  preventing  the 
frauds  and  abuses  attending  such  payments.  This  bill^ 
having  passed  the  lower  house,  engaged  in  a  veiy  par- 
ticular  manner  the  attention  of  the  lords,  who,  by  divers 
messages  to  the  house  of  commons,  desired  the  attendr. 
ance  of  several  members.  These  messages  being  taken 
into  consideration,  several  precedents  were  recited :  a 
debate  arose  about  their  formality,  and  the  house  unaiii- 
mously  resolved  that  a  message  should  be  sent  to.  the 
lords,  acquainting  them  that  the  house  of  commons,  not 
being  sufficiently  informed  by  their  messages  upon  what 
grounds,  or  for  what  purposes,  their  lordships  desirfsd 
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the  house  would  give  leaye  to  such  of  their  members  as 
were  named  in  the  said  messages  to  attend  the. house  of 
lords,  m  order  to  be  examined  upon  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill,  the  commons  hoped  their  lordships  would 
make  them  acquainted  with  their  intention.    The  lords, 
in  answer  to  this  intimation,  gave  the  commons  to  under- 
stand, that  they  desired  the  attendance  of  the  members 
mentioned  in  their  messages,  that  they  might  be  exa- 
mined as  witnesses  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 
This  explanation  being  deemed  satisfectory,  the  meAjL" 
bers  attended  the  house  of  lords,  where  they  were  eare- 
fiiUy  and  fully  examined,  as  persons  conversant  in  sea 
affairs,  touching  the  inconveniences  which  had  formerly 
attended  the  sea-service,  as  well  as  the  .  remedies  now 
proposed ;  and  the  bill   having  -passed  through  their 
house,  though  not  without  warm  o{^siti6n,  was  enacted 
into  a  law  by  his  majesty's  assent.    The  militia  adt^  as  it 
passed  in  the  last  session,  being  found  upon  trial  defcc* 
tive,  Mr.  Townsend  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  new 
bill,  to  explain,  ainend,  and  enforce  it :  this  was  accord- 
ingly allowed,  prepared,  and  passed  into  a  law;  though 
it  did  not  seem  altogether  free  from  material  objections, 
some  of  which  were  of  an  alarming  nature.    The  power 
vested  by  law  in  the  crown  over  the  militia,  is  even  more 
independent  than  that  which  it  exercises  over  the  s1^nd<^ 
ing  army :  for  this  last  expires  at  the  end  of  the  year,  i£ 
not  continued  by  a  new  act  of  parliament ;  whereas  the 
militia  is  subjected  to  the  power  of  the  crown  fot  the 
term  of  five  years,  during  which  it  may  be  called  out  into 
actual  service  without  consent  of  parliament,  and  conse*' 
quently  employed  for  sinister  purposes.  A  commission- 
officer  in  the  militia  may  be  detained,  as  subject  to  the 
articles  of  war,  until  the  crown  shall  allow  the  militia  to 
return  to  their  respective  parishes ;  and  thus  engs^ed, 
he  is  liable  to  death  as  a  mutineer,  or  deserter,  should 
he  refuse  to  appear  in  arms,  and  fight  in  support  of  th0 
worst  measures  of  the  worist  minister.  Sevefd  merchaiits 
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atid  iiidiitif5»cturer$  of  silk  offered  a  petition;  represent- 
ing, that,  in  consequence  of  the  act  passed  in  the  last 
session,  allowing  the  importation  of  fi^ne  organzine  Italian 
thrown  silk  till  the  Ist  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1757,  they  had  given  orders  to  their  correspondents 
abroad  to  send  large  quantities  of  such  i^lk  through 
Germany  to  Hamburgh  and  Holland,  which,  in  the  com*^ 
mon  course  of  things,  might  probably  have  arrived  in 
London  before  the  act  expired,  if  their  carrit^e  had  not 
been  protracted  by  the  great  rains  and  inundations  in 
Itdy  and  Germany,  in  the  months  of  August  and  Sep- 
tember last,  which  rendered  the  roads  for  many  weeks 
impassable :  that  from  unlucky  accidents  on  shore,  and 
storms  and  contraiy  winds  aft^  the' silk  was  shipped^  it 
could  not  possibly  arrive  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
act ;  and  unless  it  should  be  admitted  to  an  ^itry,  they^ 
the  petitioners,  would  be  great  sufferers,  the  manuiac*^ 
turers  greatly  prejudiced,  and  the  good  end  and  purpose 
of  the  act  in  a  great  measure  frustrated :  they  therefore 
prayed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  allowing  the  introduce 
tion  of  all  such  fine  Italian  OYganzined  silk  as  should  ap* 
pear  to  have  been  shipped  in  Holland  and  Hamburgh  for 
London  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December.  The 
petition  being  referred  to  a  committee,  which  reported 
that  these  allegations  were  true,  the  house  complied  with 
their  requesft,  and  the  bill  having  passed,  was  enacted 
into  a  law  in  the  usual  form.  A  speedy  passage  was 
likewise  granted  to  the  mutiny  bill,  and  the  other  annual 
measure  for  regulating  the  marine  forces,  which  con«* 
tained  nothii^  new  or  extraordinary..  A  ccHumittee  be* 
ing  appointed  to  inquire  what  laWs  were  already  ex- 
pired, or  near  expiring,  they  performed  this  difficult  task 
with  inde&tigable  patience  and  perseverance;  and,  in 
pursuance  of  their  resolutions,  three  bills  were  prepared 
and  passed  into  laws,  continuing  some  acts  for  a  certain 
time^  and  rendering  others  perpetual.** 

t  k  Among  those  rendered  perpetual,  we  find  an  act  of  the  ISih  and  14th  «l 
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4  XXXVI.  The  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons, 
oi  the  city  of  London,  in  common-council  assembled, 
haying  drawn  up  a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons^ 
alleging  that  the  toll  upon  loaded  vessels  or  other  craft, 
passing .  through  the  arches  of  London-bridge,  granted 
by  a  former  act,  passed  in  the  year  1750,  for  improving, 
widening,  and  enlarging,  the  passage  both  under  and 
over  the  said  bridge,  was  altogether  precarious,  and  in- 
sufficient to  deftay  the  expense,  including  that  of  a  tem- 
porary wooden  bridge  already  erected ;  and  praying  that 
a  bill  might  be  prepared,  for  explaining  and  rendering 
that  act  effectual ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
the  contents,  and  a  bill  brought  in  according  to  their 
request.  This,  however,  was  opposed  by  a  petition  from 
several  persons,  owners  of  barges,  and  other  craft  navi- 
gating the  river  Thames,  who  affirmed,  that  if  the  bill 
8hoi:dd  pass  into  a  law  as  it  then  stood,  it  would  be  ex** 
tremely  injurious  to  the  petitioners  in  particular^  and  to 
the  public  in  general.  These  were  heard  by  their  counsel 
before  the  committee,  but  no  report  was  yet  given,  when 
the  temporary  bridge  was  reduced  to  ashes.  Then  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons,  of  London,  presented 
another  petition,  alleging,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
vested  in  them  by  act  of  parliament,  they  had  already 

Charles  IL  for  preventing  the^  and  rapine*  An  act  of  the  9<h  of  George  I.  for  punish* 
ing  persons  going  armed  in  disguise.  Aclaose  in  the  act  of  the  6th  of  George  11.  to 
|>reTent  the  breaking  down  the  bank  of  any  river :  and  another  clause  in  the  said 
act,  to  prevent  the  treacherous  cutting  of  hop-binds.  Several  clauses  in  an  act  of 
the  10th  of  George  II.  for  punishing  persons  setting  on  fire  any  mine,  &c.  The 
ieivpdiaiy  part  of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  George  II.  for  taking  away  the  hereditary 
jurisdictions  of  Scotland,  relating  to  the  power  of  appealing  to  circuit  courts. 
Those  cQbtinaed  were,  1.  An  act  of  the  12th  of  George  II.  for  granting  liberty  to 
carrj(  sugars,  &c.  until  the  29th  of  September,  in  the  year  1764,  and  to  the  end  of 
fhe  next  session  of  parliament.  2.  An  act  of  the  6tfa  ot  Geo^  II.  to  pvevent  fmad$ 
by  bankrupts,  &c.  for  the  same  period.  3.  An  act  of  the  8^  of  Geoige  II.  for  en- 
couraging the  importation  of  naval  stores,  &c.  for  the  same  period.  '4*  An  act  of 
the  19th  of  George  II.  for  preventing  frauds' in  the  admeasurement  of  coals,  &c. 
until  June  24, 1759 ;  and  to  this  was  added,  a  perpetual  clause  for  preventing' the 
Mealing  or  destroying  of  madder-roots.  6.  An  act  bf  the  9tb  of  George  II.  for  ear 
couraging  the  manufacture  of  British  sail-cloth  until  the  29th  of  September  1754. 
6.  An  act  of  the  4th  of  George  II.  for  granting  an  allowance  upon  British  made 
gunpowder,  for  the  same  period.  7.  An  act  of  Uie  6th  of  George  II.  for  encouraf- 
mg  the  trade  of  the  sugar  colonies,  until  the  29th  of  September  1761  r  And,  8.  So 
much  of  the  act  of  the  I5th  and  16th  of  George  IL  to  empower  the  importers  of 
rum,  &c.  as  relates  to  landing  it  before'  the  payment  of  duties,  un^  tiie  29th  of 
September  1764^ 
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demolished  ^  good  number  of  the  houses  on  London- 
bridge,  and  directed  the  rest  that  were  standing  to  be 
taken  down  with  all  convenient  exj)edition,vthat  two  of 
the,  arches  might  be  laid  into  one  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation )  that  they  had,  at  a  very  great  exjpense, 
erected  a  temporary  wooden  bridge,  to  preserve  a  public 
passage  to  and  from  the  city,  until  the  great  arch  should 
be  finished^  which  tempors^ry  bridge  being  consumed  by 
fire,  they  must  rebuild  it  with  the  greatest  expedition, 
at  a  farther  considerable  expense;  that  the  sum  necesr 
sary  for  carrying  on  and  completing  this  great  and  use- 
ful work,  including  the  rebuilding  of  the  said  temporary 
bridge,  was  estimated  at  80,000/. ;  and  as  the  improv- 
ing, widening,  and  enlarging,  Londpn-bridge,  was  cal- 
culated for  the  general  good  of  the  public,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  making  the 
navigation  upon  the  river  Thames  more  safe  and  secure ; 
they,  therefore,  prayed  the  house  to  take  the  premise^ 
into  consideration.     This  petition  being  recommendjed 
by  his  majesty  to  the  consideration  of  the  hpuse,  wa9 
referred  to  the  committee  of  supply,  and  produced  thei 
resolution  of  granting  16,000/.  towards  the  rebuilding 
of  London-bridge.     A  bill  was  prepared,  under  the  titl^ 
of  an  act  to  improve,  widen,  and  enlarge,  the  ^  passage 
over  and  through  London-bridge,  enforcing  the  payment 
of  the  toll  imposed  upon  loaded  vessels,  which  had 
been  found  extremely  burdensome  to  trade;  but  this  en^ 
cumbrance  was  prevented  by  another  petition  of  several 
merchants,  tradesmen,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  bor 
rough  of  South  wark,  taking  notice  of  the  15,000/.  grante4 
towards  the  repair  of  London-bridge,  and,  as  they  were 
'      informed,  intended  to  make  the  said  bridge  free  for  all 
his  majesty's  subjects  ;  they  said  they  hoped  to  partake 
of  this  public  bounty;  but  afterward  hearing  thajt the 
.  bill  then  depending  was  confined  to  the  tolls  formerly 
granted  for  repairing  the  said  bridge,  they  r^preseirted 
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the  hacdships  iirhich  they  and  all  traders  would  coi^ntie 
to  kbour  under ;  they  alleged,  that  the  surveyctt^  and 
workmen,  then  employed  upon  this  work,  had  discoyered 
the  true  principles  on  which  the  bridge  was  built ;  that 
the  foundation  of  the  piers  consisted  of  hard  durable 
stone,  well  cemented  together,  and  now  as  strong  and 
firm  as  when  first  built ;  that  when  the  bridge  should  be 
finished,  great  savings  would  be  made  in  keeping-  it  in 
repair,  from  the  sums  formerly  expended,  on  a  mistaken 
opinion,  that  the  foundation  was  of  wood :  that  there 
were  very  considerable  estates  appointed  solely  for  the 
repairs  of  the  bridge,  which  they  apprehended  would  be 
^sufficient  to  maintain  it  without  any  toll ;  or  if  they 
ishould  not  be  thought  adequate  'to  that  purpose,  they 
hoped  the  deficiency  would  not  be  made  up  by  a  toll  upon 
trade  and  commerce,  but  rather  by  an  imposition  on 
toaches,  chariots,  chaises,  and  sdddle  horses.  This  remon- 
strance made  no  impression  on  the  house.  The  bill  being, 
on  a  motion  of  sir  John  Philips,  read  a  third  time,  passed 
through  both  houses,  and  obtained  the  royal  assent. 

§  XXXVIL  The  interest  of  the  manufacturers  was 
also  consulted  in  an  act  encouraging  the  growth  of  mad- 
der, a, plant  essentially  necessary  in  dying  and  printing 
ealicoes,  which  may  be  raised  in  England  without  the 
least  inconvenience.  It  was  judged,  upon  inquiry,  that 
the  most  effectual  means  to  encourage  the  growth  of  this 
commodity,  Would  be  to  ascertain  the  tithe  of  it;  and  a 
bill  was  brought  in  for  that  purpose.  The  rate  of  the 
iSthe  was  established  at  5s.  an  acre;  and  if  was  enacted, 
Aat  this  law  should  continue  in  force  for  fourteen  years, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  next  sesi^on  of  parliament;  but 
wherefore  this  encouragement  was  made  temporary  it  is 
hot  easy  to  determine.  The  laws  relating  to  the  poor, 
though  equally  numerous  and  oppressive  to  the  subject, 
having  been  found  defective,  a  new  clause,  relating  to 
the  settlement  of  servants  and  apprentices,  was  now  added 
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to  an  act  passed  m  the  twentieth  yeajr  of  the  iH*esent 
reign,  entitled,  ^^  An  act  for  the  l)etter  adjustii^  and 
more  easily  recovering  of  the  wages  of  certain  sCTvants, 
and  of  certain  apprentices."  No  country  in  the  universe 
can  produce  so  many  laws  made  in  behalf  of  the  poor 
dfi  tHose  who  are  daily  accumulatmg  in  England:  in  no 
^  co^  U  aZ  »  much  nL,  Jm  to.  4«, 
support  by  private  charity,  as  well  as  pubHc  taxation ; 
yet  this,  as  much  as  any  country,  swarms  with  vagrant 
beggars,  and  teems  with  objects  of  miseay  and  distress; 
a  sure  sign  either  of  misconduct  in  lihe  legislature,  or  a 
shameful  relaxation  in  the  executive  part  of  the  civil 
administration. — The  scenes  of  corrupticm,  perjury,  riot, 
Bnd  intempemnce,  whict  every  election  for  a  member  of 
parliament  had  lately  produced,  were  now  gfown  so  in- 
famously open  and  intolerable,  and  the  right  of  voting 
was  rendered  so  obscure  and  perplexed,  by  the  pretensionB 
imd  proceedings  of  all  the  candidates  for,  Oxfordshire  in 
the  last  election,  that  the  fundamentals  of  the  constitution 
seemed  to  shake,  and  the  v^ry  essence  of  parU^inents  to 
be  in  danger.  Actuated  by  these!  apprehensions,  «ir 
John  Philips,  a  gentleman  of  Wales,  who  had  loxig  dis- 
tingiHsfaed  him^ielf  in  the  opposkion  by  his  courage  and 
independeiit  spirit,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tbait 
should  obviate  any  dou|)ts  which  might  arise  concerning 
the  electors  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  England,  and  farther  legulate  the  pt'oceedings  of 
such  elections^  He  was  accordingly  permitted  to  bring 
in  suclv  a  bill,  in  coiljunction  with  Mr.  Townshend,  Mr* 
jComwair,  and  lords  North  and  Garysfort;  and  inilie 
usual  course;,  the  bill  being  prepared,  was  enacted  into 
^  law,  under  the  title  of,  "  An  act  for  farther  explainra^ 
the  laws  touching  the  electors  of  knights  of  the  shire  to 
serve  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England."  The  preamble  spedfied,  that  though,  by  an 
act  passed,  in  the  eighte^ith  year  of  the  present  reign^ 
it  was  provided,  that  no  person  might  vote  at  the  elecUoo 
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of  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  .within  England  and 
Wales, 'without  having  a  freehold  estate,  in  the  countiy 
for  which  he  votes,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty 
shillings,  over  and  above  all  rents  and  charges,  payable 
out  or  in  respect  to  the  salne ;  nevertheles,  certain  per- 
sons, who  hold  their  estates  by  copy  of  court-roll,  pretend 
to  a  right  of  voting,  and  have,  at' certain  times,  presumed 
to  vote  at  such  elections:  this  act,  therefore,  ordained, 
that  from  and  after  the  29th  day  of  June,  in  the  present 
year,  no  person  who  holds  his  estate  by  copy  of  court- 
roll,  should  be  entitled  thereby  to  vote  at  the  election  of 
any  knight  or  knights  of  a  shire  within  England  or 
Wales  J  but  every  such  vote  should  be  void,  and  the  per- 
son so  voting  should  forfeit  60/.  to  any  candidate '  for 
whom  such  vote  should  not  have  been  given,  and  who 
should  first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  with  full 
costs,  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  of  judicature.'  So 
far  the  act,  thus  procured,  may  be  attended  with  salutary 
consequenees^,-  but,  in  all  probability,  th6  intention  of  its 
first  movers  and  patrons  was  not  fully  answered;  ims^ 
much  as  no  provision  was  made  for  putting  a  stop  to 
that  spirit  of  licentiousness,  drunkenness,  and  debauchery  ^ 
which  prevails  at  almost  every  election,  and  has  a  veiy 
pernicious  effect  upon  the  morals  of  the  people. 

§  XXXVIII.  Among  the  bills  that  miscarried  in  the 
course  of  this  session,  some  turned  on  points  of  great 
consequence  to  the  community.  Lord  Barrington,  Mr« 
Thomas  Gore,  and  Mr-  Charles  Townshend,  were  or- 
dered by  the  house  to  preparie  a  bill  for  the  speedy  and 
e&ctual  recruiting  his  majesty's  land-forces  and  marines, 

*  Tor  the  more  easy  recovery  of  this  forfeit,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  plaintiff  Ilk 
nac^  action  might  oply  set  forth  in  the  declaration,  or  ball,  that  the  defendant  was 
indebted  to  him  in  the  som.of  50/.  alleging  the  offence  for  which  the  suit  should 
be  brought,  and  that  the  defendant  had  acted  eolitrary  to  tins  act,' without  men* 
tioning  the  writ  of  summons  to  ptrliament,  or  the  return  thereof;  and,  upon  trial 
of  any  issue,  the  plaintiff  should  not  be  obliged  to  prove  the  writ  of  sumndons  to 
parliament,  or  the  return  thereof,  or  any  warrant  or  authori^  to  the  sheriff  upon 
any  such  writ :  that  every  such  action  should  be  commenced  within'  nine  months 
after  the  fact  committ^ ;  and  thati  if  the  plaintiff  should  disq^t^uehis  action^ 
or  be  nonsuited,  or  have  judgment  given  against  him,  the  defendant  should  reco- 
%ser  trsble^osts*  .... 


/ 


1758.]  GEORGE  11.  34t 

which  was  ho  more  than  a  transcript  of  the  temporary 
act  passed  in  the  preceding  session  under  the  same  title; 
but  the  majority  were  averse  to  its  being  continued  for 
another  year,  as  it  was  attended  with  some  prejudice  t6 
the  liberty  of  the  subject.    Objectiofis  of  the  same  na- 
ture might  have  been  as  justly  started  against  another 
bill,  for  the  more  effectually  manning  of  his  majesty's 
navy,  for  preventing  desertion,  and  for  the  relief  iand  en- 
couragement  of  seamen  belonging  to  ship^and  ressels  , 
in  the  service  of  the  merchants.     The  purport  of  this 
project  was  to  establish  registers  or  muster-rolls  of  all 
seamen,  fishermen,  lightermen,  and  watermen;  obliging 
Bbipmasters  to  leave  subscribed  lists  of  their  respective 
crews  at  offices  maintained  for  that  purpose;  that  a  cer- 
tain  number  of  them  might  be  chosen  by  lot  for  hi^  ma- 
jesty's  service,  in  any  case  of  emergency.  This  expedient;  ' 
however,  was  rejected,  as  an  unnecessary  and  ineifectual 
encumbrance  on  commerce,  which  would  hamper  navi* 
gatipn,  and  in  a  little  time  diminish  the  number  of  sea- 
men, of  coi^equence  act  diametrically  opposite  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  contrived. — Numberless  fraiids 
having  been  committed,  and  incessant  lawsuits  produced^ 
by  private  and  clandestine  conveyances,  a  motion  was 
made,  and  leaye  given,  to  form  a  bill  for  the  public  re- 
gistering of  all  deeds,  conveyances,  "wills,  and  other  en- 
cumbrances, that  might  affect  any  honours,  manors, 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  within  the  kingdom 
of  England,  wherein  public  registers^  were  not  already 
appointed  by  act  of  parliament;  but  this  measure,  so 
neicessary  to  the  ascertainment  and  possession  of  property, 
niet  with  a  violent  opposition;  and  was  finally  dropped^ 
a^  sonle  people  imagine,  through  the  iniluehce  of  those 
who,  perhaps,  had  particular  reasons  for  countenancing 
the  present  mysterious  forms  of  conveyancing.     Such:^' 
bill  nmst  also  have  been  disagreeable  and  mortifying  to 
the  pride  of  those  landholders  whose  estates  were  encum^ 
bered,  because,  in  consequence  of  such  a  register,  bviesty 
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mortgage  under  which  they  laboured  would  be  exactly 
kuown.  The  neit  object  to  which  the  house  converted 
its  attention,  was  a  bill  explaining  and  amending  a  late 
act  for  establishing  a  fish-market  in  the  city  of  West- 
minster, and  preventing  scandalous  monopolies  of  a  few 
engrossing  fishmongers',  who  imposed  exorbitant  prices 
on  their  fish,  and,  in  this  particular  branch  of  traffic, 
gave  law  to  above  six  hundred  thousand  of  their  fellow* 
citizens.  Abundance  of  pains  was  taken  to  render  this 
bill  effectual,  for  putting  an  end  to  such  flagrant  impo- 
sition. Inquiries  were  made,  petitions  read,  counsel, 
heard,  land  alterations  proposed :  at  length  the  bill,  hav- 
ing passed  through  the  lower  house,  was  conveyed  to  the 
lords,  among  whom  it  was  suffered  to  expire,  on  pretence 
that  there  was  not  time  sufficient  to  deliberate  maturely 
on  the  subject. 

§  XXXIX.  The  occasion  that  produced  the  next  bill 
which  miscarried  we  shall  explain,  as  an  incident  equally 
extraordinary  and  interesting.  By  an  act  passed  in  the 
preceding  session,  for  recruiting  his  majesty's  land-forces 
and  marines,  we  have  already  observed,  that  the  commis- 
sioners thereby  appointed  were  vested  with  a  power  of 
judging  ultimately,  whe4iier  the  persons  brought  before 
them  were  such  as  ought,  by  the  rules  prescribed  in  the 
act  to  be  impressed  into  the  service:  for  it  was  expressly 
provided  that  no  pe«on,  so  impressed  by  those  commis- 
siimers,  should  be  taken  out  of  his  majesty  s  service  l^ 
any  process,  other  than  for  some  criminal  accusation. 
Jhmns  the  recess  of  parliament,  a  gfehtleman  having 
bZ^ressed  before  ?e  «ommLsio^,  e»d  confined , 
in  the  Savoy,  his  friends  made  application  for  a  habeas 
corpus,  which  produced  some  hesitation,  and  indeed  an 
insurmountable  difficulty ;  for,  according  to  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  passed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  iL  this 
privilegiB  relates  only  to  persons  committed  for  criminal 
or  supposed  erimind  matters,  and  the  gentleman  did  not 
stand  in  that  predicament.     Before  the  question  could 
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be  determined  he  was  discharged,  in  conaequeace  of  ap 
application  to  the  secretary  at  war ;  but  the  nature  of  the 
case  plainly  pointed  out  a  defect  in  the  act,  seemingly  of 
the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  the  liberty  of  the 
subject.  In  order  to  remedy  this  defect,  a  bill  for  giving 
a  more  speedy  relief  to  the  subject  upon  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  was  prepared,  and  presented  to  the  house  of 
commons,  which  formed  itself  into  a  committee,  and  made 
several  amendments.  It  imported,  tbat  the  several  pro- 
visicms  made  in  the  aforesaid  act,  passed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  for  the  awarding  of  writs  of  habeas  corpus, 
in  cases  of  commitment  or  detainer,  for  any  criminal  o» 
supposed  criminal  matter,  should,  in  like  manner,  extend 
to  all  cases  where  any  person,  not  being  comnailted  or 
^detained  for  any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter, 
should  be  confined,  or  restmined  of  his  or  her  liberly, 
under  any  colour  or  pretence  whatsoever:  that,  upon 
oath  made  by  such  person  so  confined  or  festrauaed,  oi 
by  any  other  on  his  or  her  behalf,  of  any  actual  confine* 
ment  or  restraint,  and  that  such  confinem^t  or  isestraiat, 
to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  person  so 
applying,  was  not  by  virtue  of  any  commitment  or  de- 
tainer for  any  criminal  or  supposed  eriminal  n^atter,  a 
habeas  corpus,  directed  to  the  person  or  persons  so  con- 
Avi^g  or  restraining  the  party,  bs  aforesaid,  should  be 
awarded  and  granted,  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  directed, 
and  under  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided  by  the  said 
act,  in  the  case  of  persons  committed  and  detained  for 
any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter:  that  thep^- 
son  or  persons  before  whom  the  party  so  confined  oi  ra^ 
strained  should  be  brought,  by  virtue  of  a  ha^^eaa  corpus 
granted  in  the  vacation  time,  under  the  authority  of  this 
act,  might  and  should,  within  three  days  afiter  the  return 
made,  proceed  to  examine  into  the  faetscontained  i^n  such 
return,  and  into  the  cause  of  such  confinement  and  re- 
straint; and  thereupon  either  discharge,  or  bail,  oar  re- 
mand the  parties  so  brought,  as  the  ease  should  require, 
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and  as  to  josdce  should  appertain.  The  rest  of  the  bill 
idated  to  the  letom  of  the  writ  in  three  days,  and  the 
penalties  nicarTed  by  those  who  should  n^lect  or  refiose 
to  make  the  due  retom,  or  to  comply  with  any  other 
danse  of  this  regulation.  The  commons  seemed  hearty 
in  leaiing  up  this  additional  buttress  to  the  liberty  of 
their  fiellow-sobjects,  and  passed  the  bill  with  the  most 
laudable  ahcri^;  but  in  the  house  of  lords  such  a  great 
numba  of  objectkNis  was  started,  that  it  sunk  at  the 
secoid  reading,  and  the  judges  were  ordered  to  prepare 
a  bill  fisr  the  same  purpose,  to  belaid  before  that  house 
in  the  next  sesskm* 

§  XL.  His  nnyesty  having  recommended  the  care  of 
die  Foondling-ho^iital  to  the  house  of  commons,  which 
dfeeeiffiilfy  granted  AOJOOOL  for  the  support  of  that 
diaiitT,  the  grownD^  annual  ejqiense  of  it  appeared 
worthy  (^fitittim  considoatkm,  and  leave  was  granted  to 
bii]^  in  a  bill  fisr  obliging  all  the  parishes  of  England 
and  Wales  to  keqp  legistos  of  all  thdir  deaths,  births, 
asd  maniageSfe  that  fimn  these  a  fund  might  be  raised 
towards  die  su(qport  of  the  said  hospital.     The   bill 
was  acoQidii^ly  pi^^aied  by  a  committee  appointed 
fivr  the  purpose ;  but  before  the  house  could  take  the  re- 
port into  cottsideiation,  the  pariiament  was  prorogued. 
Hie  pn^pnetois  oi  die  privateer  called  the  Antigal^ 
lican,  whidi  had  taken  a  rich  French  ship  home- 
wiard4KHmd  from  China*  and  carried  her  into  Cadiz, 
nrfiere  the  Spanish  goTonm^dt  had  wrested  her  by  vio- 
)»ce  fium  the  captors,  and  detiYered  her  to  the  French 
ownei^  now  piesaited  a  p^ition  to  the  house  of  com- 
Bions^  OQiimlainingc^diis  interposition  as  an  act  of  par- 
tiality and  injustice ;  repiesenting  the  great  expense  at 
whidi  die  privateer  Imd  bem  equipped,  the  l^ality  of 
dtt  ciptiure,  die  loss  and  hardships  which  they  the  peti- 
tioiitta  iMd  sifeslained,  and  imploring  such  relief  as  the 
^osa  should  think  requisite.    Though  these  allegations 
^  w^portied  h§  a  qpecies  of  eYidoace  that  seemed 
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strong  and  convincing,  and  it  might  be  thought  in- 
cumbent on  the  parliament  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
the  nation,  when  thus  insulted  by  a  foreign  power ;  the 
house,  upon  this  occasion,  treated  the  petition  with  the 
most  mortifying  jieglect,  either  giving  little  credit  to  the 
assertions  it  contained,  or  unwilling  to  take  any  step 
which  might  at  this  juncture  embroil  the  riation  with  the 
court  of  Spain  on  such  a  frivolous  subject.     True  it  is, 
the  Spanish  government  alleged,  in  their  own  justifica- 
tion, that  the  prize  was  taken  under  the  guns  of  Coruniia, 
insomuch  that  the  shot  fired  by  the  privateer  entered  that 
place,  and  damaged  some  houses;  but  this  allegation  was 
never  properly  sustained,  and  the  prize  was  certainly 
condemned  as  legal  by  the  court  of  admiralty  at  Gibraltar. 
§  XLI.  As  we  have  already  given  a  detail  of  the  trial  of 
sip  John  Mordaunt,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  , 
any  circumstance  of  that  affair,  except  such  as  relate  to 
its  connexion  with  the  proceedings  of  parliament.     In 
the  beginning  of  this  session,  lord  Barrington,  as  secre- 
tary at  war,  informed  the  house,  by  his  majesty's  com- 
mand, that  lieutenant-general  sir  John  Mordaunt,  a 
member  of  that  house,  was  in  arrest  for  disobedience  of 
his  majesty's  orders,  while  employed  on  the  late  expedi- 
tion to  the  coast  of  France.     The  commons  immediately 
resolved,  that  an  address  should  be  presented  to  his  ma-' 
jesty,  returning  him  the  thanks  of  this  house  for  his 
gracious  message  of  that  day,  in  the  communication  he 
had  been  pleased  to  make  of  the  reason  for  putting 
lieutenant-general  sir  John  Mordaunt  in  arrest.  Amoiig 
the  various  objects  of  commerce  that  employed  the  at- 
tention of  the  house,  one  of  the  most  considerable  was 
the  trade  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  protection  of 
which  an  annual  sum  had  been  granted  for  some  years, 
to  be  expended  in  the  maintenance  and  repairs  of  castles 
and  factories.     While  a  committee  was  employed  in 
perusing  the  accounts  relating  to  the  sum  granted  in  the 
preceding  session  for  this  purpose,  a  petition  from  the 
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committee  of  the  African  company,  recommended  in  a 
message  from  his  majesty,  was  presented  to  the  house, 
soliciting  farther  assistance  for  the  ensuing  year.     In 
the  mean  time,  a  remonstrance  was  oflfered  by  certain 
planters  and  merchants,  interested  in  trading  to  the 
British  sugar  colonies  in  America,  alleging,  that  the  price 
of  negroes  was  greatly  advanced  since  the  forts  and  set- 
tlements on  the  coast  of  Africa  had  been  under  the 
direction  of  the  committee  of  the  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  that  coast ;  a  circumstance  that  greatly  dis- 
tressed and  alanned  the  petitioners,  prevented  the  culti- 
vation of  the  British  colonies,  and  was  a  great  detriment 
to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom :  that  this 
misfortune,  they  believed,  was  in  some  measure  owing 
to  thie  rainous  state  and  condition  of  the  forts  and  settk- 
mi^its  *:  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  most  effectual  method 
for  maintaining  the  interest  of  that  trade  on  a  respect- 
able footing,  next  to  that  of  an  incorporated  joint-stock 
company,  would  be  putting  those  forts  and  settlements 
under  the  sole  direction  of  the  commissioners  ft)r  trade 
and  plantations :  that  the  preservation  or  ruin  of  the 
American  sugar  colonies  went  hand  in  hand  with  that 
of  the  slave  trade  to  Africa :  ttat,  by  an  act  passed  in 
the  year  1 760^  for  extending  and  improving  this  trade, 
the  British  subjects  were  debarred  from  lodging  their 
slaves  and  merchandise  in  the  forts  and  settlements  on 
the  coast :  they,  therefore,^  prayed  that  this  part  of  the 
act  might  be  repealed ;  that  all  commanders  of  British 
and  American  vessels,,  free  merchants,  and  all  other  his 
majesty's  subjects,  who  were  settled^  or  might  at  any 
time  thereafter  settle  in  Africa^  should  have  free  liberty, 
from  sunrise  to  sunset,  to  enter  the  forts  and  settlements^ 
and  to  deposit  their  goods  and  merchandke  in  the  ware- 
houses thereunto  belonging;  to  secure  tli^ir  slaves  or 
dther  purchases  without  paying  any  consideration  for 
the  same ;  but  the  slaves  to  be  victualled  at  the  proper 
cost  and  charge  of  their  respective  ovmera^     The  faoui^e 
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having  taken  this  petition  into  consideration^  inquired 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  company,  and  revised  the 
act  for  extending  and  im{»roving  the  trade  to  Africa,  re- 
solved, that  the  committee  of  the  African  company  had 
faithfully  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and 
granted  10,000/.  for  maintaining  the  British  forts  and 
settlements  in  diat  part  of  the  world.  The  eaiemy  were 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  weakness  of  the  Bri- 
tish castles  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  and  had  they  known  as 
well  how  to  execute  with  spirit,  as  to  plan  with  sagacity, 
the  attempt  which,  in  the  course  o6  the  preceding  year, 
they  made  upon  the  principal  British  fort  in  Guinea, 
would  have  succeeded,  and  all  the  other  settlements  would 
have  fallen  into  their  hands  without  opposition.^ 

§  XLII.  The  longest  and  warmest  debate  which  was 
maintained  in  the  course  of  this  session  arosip  from  a 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  shortening  the 
term  and  duration  of  future  parliaments ;  a  mea^iure 
truly  patriotic,  against  which  no  substantial  arguoient 
could  be  produced,  although  the  motion  was  rejected 
by  the  majority,  on  pretence,  that,  whilst  the  nation 
was  engaged  in  such  a  dangerous  and  expensive  w^fit 
would  be  improper  to  think  of  introducing  such  dm  al- 
teration in  the  form  of  government.  Reasons  of  pqual 
strength  and  solidity  will  never  be  wanting  to  the  patronr 
and  ministers  of  corruption  and  venality.  The  altemtion 
{»roposed  was  nothing  less  than  removing  and  annuUii^g 
an  encroachment  which  had  been  niade  on  the  consti- 

t»  Bobert  Huntet  Morns  represented,  in  a  petition  to  tlie  liovse,  that  as  tie  «alt 
was  made  in  the  British  colonies  in  America,  they  were  obliged  to  depend  upon 
a  precarious  supply  of  that  commodity  from  foreigners :  he,  Sierefote,  offered  t^ 
undertake  the  making  of  marine-salt  at  a  moderate  price  in  one  of  those  colonies^ 
at  his  own  risk  and  charge,  provided  he  could  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
profits  which  the  work  might  produce,  for  such  a  term  of  years  as  trn^h^  seeing  to 
the  house  a  proper  and  adequate  compensation  for  so  great  an  undertaking*    The 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tfu>le ;  afterward  read,  and  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee,  which,  however,  made  no  repoiit, — -a  circumstance  not  easily  accounted 
for,  unless  we  suppose  the  house  of  commons  were  of  opinion,  that  such  an  enter- 
prise might  contiibate  towards  rendering  our  colonies  too  independent  of  their 
mother-country.     Equally  unaccountable  was  the  miscarriage  of  another  bill, 
brou^  in  for  regulating  iihe  manner  Af  licensioog  alehoases,  wMch  sraa  xeafd  iof 
'  the  first  time ',  but  when  a  motion  was  made  for  a  second  reading,  the  questicm 
was  put,  and  it  passed  in  thenegatiTO. 
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tution;  it  might  have  been  effected  without  the  least 
pahg  or  convulsion,  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the 
nation:  far  from  being  unreasonable  at  this  juncture,  it 
would  have  enhanced  the  national  reputation  abroad, 
and  rendered  the  war  more  formidable  to  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  by  coi^vincing  them  that  it  was  sup- 
ported by  a  ministry  and  parliament,  who  stood  upon 
such  good  terms  with  the  people.     Indeed,  a  quick  ^suc- 
cession of  parliaments  might  have  disconcerted,  and 
perhaps  expelled  that  spirit  of  confidence  and  generosity 
which  now  so  remarkably  espoused  and  gratified  the 
sovereign's   predilection  for  the  interest  of  Hanover. 
Other  committees  were  established,  to  inquire  into  the 
expense  incurred  by  new  lines  and  fortifications  raised  at 
Gibraltar ;  to  examine  the  original  standards  of  weights 
and  measures  used  in  England;  consider  the  laws  re- 
lating to  them,  and  report  their  observations,  together 
with  their  opinion  of  the  most  effectual  means  for  ascer- 
taining and  enforcing  uniform  standards  to  be  used  for 
the  future.     The  commons  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  new  works  which  had  been  raised  at  Gibraltar ;  and 
with  respect  to  the  weights  and  measures,  the  committee 
agreed  to  certain  resolutions,  but  no  farther  progress 
was  made  in  this  inquiry,  except  an  order  for  printing 
these  resolutions,  with  the  appendix ;  however,  as  the 
boxes  containing  the  standards  were  ordered  to  be  locked 
up  by  the  clerk  of  the  house,  in  all  probability  their 
intention  was  to  proceed  on  this  subject  in  some  future 
session.     On  the  9th  day  of  June  sundry  bills  received 
the  royal  assent  by  commission,  his  majesty  being  indis- 
posed 5  and  on  the  20th  day  of  the  same  month,  the* 
lords-commissioners  closed  the  session  with  a  speech  to 
both  houses,  expressing  his  majesty's  deep  sense  of  their 
loyalty  and  good  affection,  demonstrated  in  their  late 
proceedings,  in  their  zeal  for  his  honour  and  real  inte- 
rest in  all  parts,  in  their  earnestness  to  surmount  every 
difficulty,  in  tiieir  ardour  to  maintain  the  war  with  the 
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utmost  vigour;  proofs  which  must  convince  mankind 
that  the  ancient  spirit  of  the  British  nation  still  subsbted 
in :  its  full  force.  They  were  given  to  understand,  that 
the  king  had  taken  all  such  measures  as  appeared  the 
most  conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  public- 
spirited  views  and  wishes;  that  with  their  assistance, 
crowned  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  conduct  and 
bravery  of  the  combined  army,  his  majesty  had  been 
enabled,  not  only  to  deliver  his  dominions  in  Germany 
from  the  oppressions  and  devastations  of  the  French, 
but  also  to  push  his  advantages  on  this  side  the  Rhine ; 
that  he  had  cem^Dited  the  union  between  him  and  his 
good  brother  the  kipg  of  Prussia,  by  new  engagements ; 
that  the  British  fleets  and  armies  were  now  actually  em- 
ployed in  such  expeditions  as  appeared  likely  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  the  most  sensible  manner,  and  to  promote 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  these  kingdoms ;  in  parti- 
cular, to  preserve  the  British  rights  and  possessions  in 
America,  and  to  make  France  feel,  in  those  parts,  the 
real  strength  and  importance  of  Great  Britain.  The 
commons  were  thanked  for  the  ample  supplies  which 
they  had  so  freely  and  unanimously  given,  and  assured 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty  that  they  should  be  managed 
with  the  most  frugal  economy.  They  were  desired,  in 
consequence  of  the  king's  earnest  recommendation,  to 
promote  harmony  and  good  agreement  amongst  his  faith- 
ful subjects ;  to  make  the  people  acquainted  with  the 
rectitude  and  purity  of  hts  intentions  and  measures  j 
and  to  exert  themselves  in  maintaining  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  country,  by  enforcing  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  lawful  authority. 

"  §  XLIII.  NevjBr,  surely,  had  any  sovereign  more  rea- 
son to  be  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  his  ministers,  and 
the  spirit  of  his  people.  The^  whole  nation  reposed  the 
most  unbounded  confidence  in  the  courage  and  discre- 
tion, as  well  as  in  the  ^integrity  of  the  minister,  who 
geemed  eager  upon  prosecuting  the  war  with  such 
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Yigour  and  activity  as  appeared  almost  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  Great  Britain.  New  levies  were  made, 
new  ships  put  in  commission,  fresh  expeditions  under- 
taken, and  fresh  conquests  projected.  Such  was  the 
credit  of  the  administration,  that  people  subscribed  to 
the  government  loans  with  surprising  eagerness.  An 
imusual  spirit  of  enterprise  and  resolution  seemed  to 
inspire  all  the  individuals  that  constituted  the  army  and 
navy;  and  the  passion  for  military  fame  diffiised  itself 
through  all  ranks  in  the  civil  department  of  life,  'even 
to  th€  very  dregs  of  the  populace :  such  a  remarkable 
change  from  indolence  to  activity,  from  indifierence  to 
zeal,  from  timorous  caution  to  fearless  execution,  wais 
effected  by  the  influence  and  example  of  an  intelligent 
and  intrepid  minister,  who,  chagrined  at  the  inactivity- 
and  disgraces  of  the  preceding  campaign,  had,  on  a  very 
sol^nn  occasion,  lately  declared  his  belief  that  there  was 
a  determined  resolution,  both  in  the  naval  and  military 
commanders,  against  any  vigorous  exertion  of  the  na- 
tional power  in  the  service  of  the  country.  He  affirmed, 
that  though  his  majesty  appeared  ready  to  embrace 
every  measure  proposed  by  his  ministers  for  the  honour 
and  iiiterest  of  his  British  dominions,  yet  scarce  a  man 
could  be  found  with  whom  the  execution  of  any  one 
plan  in  which  there  was  the  least  app^ira:nce  of  any 
danger  could  with  confidence  be  trusted.  He  particu- 
larized the  inactivity  of  one  general  in  North  America, 
from  whose  abilities  and  personal  bravery  tlie  nation  had 
conceived  great  expectations :  he  complained,  that  this 
noble  commander  had  expressed  the  most  contemptuous 
disregard  for  the  civil  power,  from  which  he  derived  his 
authority,  by  neglecting  to  transmit,  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  any  other  advice  of  his  proceedings  but 
what  appeared  on  a  written  scrap  of  paper :  he  observed, 
that  with  ^  force  'by  land  and  sea  greater  tJian  ever  the 
iWttion  had  heretofore  maintained,  with  a  king  and  mi- 
nistiy  ardently  deiarous  of  redeeming  her  glory,  sue- 
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couring  her  allies,  and  promoting  her  thie  interest,  a 
shamefiil  dislike  to  the  service  every  where  prevailed^ 
and  few  seemed  affected  with  any  other  zeal  than  that 
of  aspiring  to  the  highest  posts,  and  grasping  the  largest 
salaries.     The  censure  levelled  at  the.  commander  in 
Anierica  was  founded  on  mistake :  the  inactivity  of  that 
noble  lord  was  not  more  disappointing  to  the  ministry 
than  disagreeable  to  his  own  inclination.     He  used  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  answer  the  expectation  of  the. 
public,  but  his  hands  were  effectually  tied  by  an  absolute 
impossibility  of  success,  and  his  conduct  stood  justified 
in  the  eyes  of  his  sovereign.     A  particular  and  accurate 
detail   of  his  proceedings   he  transmitted  through   a 
channel;  which  he  imagined  would  have  directly  con- 
veyed it  to  the  foot  of  the  throne ;  but  the  packet  was 
said  to  have  been  purposely  intercepted  and  suppressed. 
Perhaps  he  was  not  altogether  excusable  for  having  cor- 
Tesponded  so  slightly  with  the  secretary  of  state ;  but  he 
was  said  to  have  gone  abroad  in  full  persuasion  that  the 
ministry  would  be  changed^  atid  therefore  his  assiduities 
were  principally  directed  to  the  great  personage,  who,  in 
that  case,  would  have  superintended  and  directed  all  the 
operations  of  the  artny.     Ail  sorts  of  military  prepara- 
tions in  founderies,  docks,  arsenals,  raising  ahd  exer- 
cising troops,  and  victualling  transports,  were  now  car* 
ried  on  with  such  diligence  and  dispatch,  as  seetned  to 
promise  an  exertion  that  would  soon  obliterate  the  dis- 
agreeable remembrance  of  past  disgrace.  The  beginning 
of  the  year  was,  however,  a  little  clouded  by  a  general 
concern  for  the  d^ath  of  his  majesty's  thiid  daughter, 
the  princess  Caroline,  a  lady  of  the  most  exenliplary  vir- 
tue and  amiable  character,  who  died  at  the  age  6f  fcwiy- 
five,  sincerely  regretted  as  a  pattern  of  unaffected  piety 
and  unbounded  benevolence. 

^  XLI V.  The  British  cruisers  kept  the  sea  during  all 
the  severity  of  winter,  in  order  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  kingdom,  and  annoy  that  of  the  feiiemy.     They 
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exerted  themselves  with  such  activity,  aad  their  vigilance 
was  attended  with  such  success,  that  a  great  number  of 
prizes  were  taken,  and  the  trade  of  France  almost  totally- 
extinguished.     A  very  gallant  exploit  was  achieved  by 
one  captain  Braj,  commander  of  the  Adventure,  a  small 
aimed  vessel  in  the  government's  service :  falling  in  with 
the  Machault,  a  large  privateer  of  Dunkirk,  near  Diin- 
geness,  he  ran  her  aboard,  fastened  her  bowsprit  to  his 
capstan,  and,  after  a  warm  engagement,  compelled  her 
commander  to  submit.     A  French  frigate  of  thirty-six 
guns  was  taken  by  captain  Parker,  in  a  new  fire-ship  of 
inferior  force.  Divers  privateers  of  the  enemy  were  sunk, 
burned,  or  taken,  and  a  great  number  of  merchant  ships 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English.     Nor  was  the  success 
of  the  British  ships  of  war  confined  to  the  English  chan- 
nel.    At  this  period  the  board  of  admiralty  received  in- 
formation from  admiral  Cotes  in  Jamaica,  of  an  action 
which  happened  off  the  island  of  Hispani6la,inthe  month 
of  October  of  the  preceding  year,  between  three  English 
ships  of  war  and  a  French  squadron.     Captain  Forrest, 
an  officer  of  distinguished  merit  in  the  service,  had,  in 
the  ship  Augusta,  sailed  from  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica, 
accompanied  by  the  Dreadnought  and  Edinburgh,  under 
the  command  of  the  captains  Suckling  and  Langdon. 
He  was  ordered  to  cruise  off  Cape  Francois,  and  this 
service  he  literally  performed  in  the  face  of  the  French 
squadron  under  Kersin,  lately  arrived  at  that  place  from 
the  coast  of  Africa.     This  commander,  piqued  at  seeing 
himself  thus  insulted  by  an  inferior  armament,  resolved 
to  come  forth  and  give  them  battle :  and  that  he  might 
either  take  them,  or  at  least  drive  them  out  of  the  seas, 
so  as  to  afford  a  free  passage  to  a  great  number  of  mer- 
chant ships  then  lying  at  the  Cape,  bound  for  Europe, 
he  took  every  precaution  which  he  thought  necessary  to 
ensure  success.     He  reinforced  his  squadron  with  some 
store-ships,  mounted  with  guns,  and  armed  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  supplied  the  deficiency  in  his  complements,  by 
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taking  on  board  seamen  from  the  merehiatnt  ships,/and 
soldiers  from  the  garrison.  Thus  prepared,  he  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  out  to  sea,  having  under  his  command 
four  large,  ships  of  the  line,  and  three  stout  frigates^ 
They  were  no  sooner  perceived  advancing,  than  captain 
Forrest  held  a  short  council  with  his  two  captains. 
"  Gentlemen  (said  he),  you  know,  our  own  strength, 
and  see  that  of  the  enemy;  shall  we  give  them  battle?" 
They  replying  in  the  affirmative,  he  added, "  Then  fight 
them  we  will;  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost;  return  to 
your  ships,  and  get  them  ready  for  engaging."  After  this 
laconic  consultation  among  these  three  gallant  officers, 
they  bore  down  upon  the  French  squadron  without  far- 
ther hesitation,  and  between  three  and  four  in  the  after- 
noon the  action  began  with  great  impetuosity.  The 
enemy  exerted  themselves  with  uncommon  spirit,  con- 
scious that  their  honour  was  peculiarly  at  stake,  and  that 
they  fought  in  sight,  as  it  were,  of  their  own  coast,  which 
was  lined  with  people,  expecting  to  see  them  return  in 
triumph.  But,  notwithstanding  all  their  endeavours, 
their  commodore,  after  having  sustained  a  severe. en- 
gagement, that  lasted  two  hours  and  a  half,  found  his 
iship  in  such  a  shattered  condition,  that  he  made  signal 
for  one  of  his  frigates  .to  come  and  tow  him  out  of  the 
line.  His  example  was  followed  by  the  rest  of  his  squa- 
dron, which,  by  this  assistance,  with  the  favour  of  the 
land  breeze  aiid  the  approach  of  night,  made,  shift  to  ac- 
complish their  escape  from  the  three  British  ships,  which 
were  too  much  disabled  in  their  masts  and  rigging  to 
prosecute  their  victory.  One  of  the  French  squadron 
was  rendered  altogether  unserviceable  for  action;  their 
loss  in  men  amounted  to  diree  hundred  killed,  and  as 
many  wounded ;  whereas  that  of  the  English  did  not 
much  exceed  one-third  of  this  number.  Nevertheless, 
they  were  so  much  damaged,  that,  being  unable  to  keep 
the  sea,  they  returned  to  Jamaica,  and  the  French  com- 
mpdore  seized  the  opportunity  of  sailing  with  a  great 
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convoy  for  Europe.  The  courage  of  captain  Forrest 
was  not  more  conspicuous  in  his  engagement  with  the 
French  squadrdn  near  Cape  Francois,  than  his  conduct 
and  sagacity  in  a  subsequent  adventure  near  Port-au- 
Prince,  a  French  harbour,  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a 
bay  Q|i  the  western  part  of  Hispaniola,  behind  the  small 
island  of  Gonave.  After  M.  de  Kersin  had  taken  his 
departure  from  Cape  Francois  for  Europe,  admiral  Cotes, 
becUing  up  to  windward  from  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica 
with  three  ships  of  the  line,  received  intelligence  that 
there  was  a  French  fleet  at  Port-au-Prince,  ready  to  sail 
on  their  return  to  Europe;  captain  Forrest  then  pre- 
sented the  admiral  vfiih  a  plan  for  an  attack  on  this  place, 
and  urged  it  earnestly.  This,  however,  was  declined, 
and  captain  Forrest  directed  to  cruise  off  the  island  Go- 
nave  for  two  days  only,  the  admiral  enjoining  him  to 
return  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  rejoin  the  squa- 
dron at  Cape  Nicholas.  Accordingly,  captain  Forrest, 
in  the  Aiigusta,  proceeded  up  the  bay,  between  the 
island  Gonave  and  Hispaniola,  with  a  view  to  execute  a 
plan  which  he  had  himself  projected.  Next  day  in  the 
afternoon,  though  he  perceived  two  sloops,  he  forebore 
chafing,  that  he  might  not  risk  adisGovery ;  for  the  sftme 
purpose  he  hoisted  Dutch  colours,  and  disguised  his  ship 
with  tarpaulins.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  he  discovered 
seven  sail  of  ships  steering  to  the  westward,  and  hauled 
from  them  to  avoid  suspicion;  but  at  the  approach  of 
night  gave  chase  with  all  the  sail  he  could  carry,  i^bout 
ten  he  perceived  two  sail,  one  of  which  fired  a  gun,  and 
the  otl^^  made  the  best  of  her  way  for  Leoganne,  an- 
other harbour  in  the  bay.  At  this  period  captain  Forrest 
reckoned  eight  sail  to  leeward,  near  another  port  called 
-Petit  Goave;  coming  up  with  the  ship  which  had  fired 
the  gun,  she  submitted  without  opposition,  after  he  had 
hailed,  and  told  her  captain  what  he  was,  produced  two 
of  his  largest  cannon,  and  threatened  to  sink  her  if  she 
should  give  the  least  alarm.     He  forthwith  shifi;ed  the 
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prisoiieni  horn  this  {Mrise^  and  placed  on  board  of  her 
iiTe-and-l^irty  of  his  own  crew,  with  orders  to  stand  for 
Petit  Goave,  and  intercept  any  of  the  fleet  that  might 
attempt  to  reach  that  harbour.  Then  he  made  sail  after 
the  rest,  and  m  the  datm  of  the  morning,  finding  him- 
self in  the  middle  of  their  fleets  he  began  to  fire  at  them 
all  in  their  tums^  as  he  could  bring  his  guns  to  bear: 
they  returned  the  fire  for  some  time;  at  length  the  Mar- 
guerite, the  Solide,  and  the  Theodore,  struck  their  co- 
lours. These  being  secured,  were  afterward  used  in 
taking  the  Maurice,  Le  Grand,  and  La  Flore ;  the  Bril* 
liant  also  submitted,  and  the  Mars  made  sail,  in  hopes 
of  ^sci^ping,  but  the  Augusta  coming  up  with  h^  about 
noon,  she  likewise  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victor.  Thus, 
by  a  well-conducted  stratagem,  a  whole  fleet  of  nine  sail 
were  taken  by  a  single  ship,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
fourv  or  five  harbours,  in  any  one  of  which  they  would 
have  found  immediate  shelter  and  security.  The  prizes, 
which  happened  to  be  richly  laden,  were  safely  con- 
veyed to  Jamaica,  and  there  sold  at  public  aucticm^  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors,  who  may  safely  challenge  his- 
tory to  produce  such  another  instance  of  success. 

§  XLV.  The  ministry  having  determined  to  make  vi- 
gorous efl^rts  against  the  enemy  in  North  America,  ad- 
miral Boscawen  was  vested  with  the  command  of  the 
fleet  destined  for  that  service,  and  sailed  from  St.  Helen's 
on  the  19th  day  of  February,  when  the  Invincible,  of 
seventy-four  guns,  one  of  the  best  ships  that  constituted 
his  squadron,  ran  aground,  and  perished  ;  but  her  men, 
stores,  and  artillery,  were  saved.  In  the  course  of  the 
succeeding  month,  sir  Edwaf d  Hawke  steered  into  the 
bay  of  Biscay  with  another  squadron,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept any  supplies  from  France  designed  for  Cape  Breton 
or  Canada ;  and  about  the  same  time  the  town  of  Bmb- 
den,  belonging  to  his  Prussian  majesty ,  which  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  Ae  enen^,  was  suddenly  retrieved  by 
the  conduct  of  commodore  Holmes,  stationed  on  that 
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coast,  who  sent  up  two  of  his  small  ships  to  anchor  in 
the  river  between  Knock  and  the  city.  The  garrison, 
amounting  to  three  thousand  seven  hundred  men,  finding 
themselves  thus  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the 
country  below,  abandoned  the  place  with  great  precipi- 
tation, and  some  of  their  baggage  being  sent  off  by 
water,  was  taken  by  the  boats  which  the  commodore 
armed  for.  that  purpose.  It  was  in  the  same  month  that 
the  admiralty  received  advice  of  another  advantage  by  . 
sea,  which- had  been  gained  by  admiral  Osborne,  while 
he  cruised  between  Cape  de  Gatt  and  Oarthagena,  on 
the  coast  of  Spain;  On  the  28th  day  of  March  he  fell  in 
with  a  French  squadron,  commanded  by  the  marquis  du 
•  Quesne,  consisting  of  four  ships,  namely,  the  Foudroyant, 
-  of  eighty  guns,  the  Orph^e,  of  sixty-four,  the  Oriflamme, 
of  fifty,  and  the  Pleiade  frigate,  of  twenty-four,  in  their 
passage  from  Toulon  to  reinforce  M.  de  la  Clue,  who 
had  for  some  time  been  blocked  up  by  admiral  Osborne 
in  the  harbour  of  Carthagena.  The  enemy  no  sooner 
perceived  the  English  squadron  than  they  dispersed,  and 
steered  different  courses :  then  Mr.  Osborne  detached 
divers  ships  in  pursuit  of  each,  while  he  himself,  with 
the  body  of  his  fleet,  stood  off  for  the  bay  of  Carthagena, 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French  squadron  which  lay 
there  at  anchor.  About  seven  in  the  evening,  the  Qr- 
phee,  having  on  board  .five  hundred  men,  struck  to  cap- 
tain Storr,  in  the  Revenge,  who  lost  the  calf  of  one;  leg 
in  the  engagement,  during  which  he  was  sustained  by 
the  ships  Berwick  and  Preston.  The  Monmouth  of 
sixty-four  guns,  commanded  by  captain  Grardener,  en- 
gaged the  Foudroyant,  one  of  the  largest  ships  in  the 
French  navy,  mounted  with  fourscore  cannon,  and  coiu- 
taining  eight  hundred  men,  under  the  direction  of  the 
marquis  du  Quesne.  The  action  was  maiAtained  with 
great  fury  on  both  sides,  and  the  gallant  qaptain  Grardener 
lost  his  life ;  nevertheless  the  fight  was  continued  with 
unabatittg  vigour  by  his  lieutenant,  Mr.  Carkett,  and  th^ 
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Foudroyant  disabled  in  such  a  maaneF,  that  her  amm 
fnander  struck  as  sioon  as  the  other  English  ships,  th«; 
Swiftsure  and  the  Hampton-court,  appeared.  This  mortir 
iying  step,  howevei?,  he.  did  not  take  until  he  saw  his  ship 
lie  like  a  wreck  uppn  the  water,  and  thie  decks  covered 
with  camage.  The  Oriflamme  was  driven  on  shore  uixt 
der  the  castle  of  Aiglos,  by  the  ships  Montague  and  Mo? 
narque,  commanded  by  the  captains  Rowley  and  Mpn.r 
tague,  who  could  not  complete  their  destruction  without 
yiolating  the  neutrality  of  Spain.  As  for  the  Pleiade 
frigate,  she  made  her  escape  by  being  a  prime,  sailiari, 
This  was  a  very  severe  str^pke  upon  the  enepiy,  who  not 
pnly  lost  two  of  their  capital  ships,  but  saw  them  added 
to  thfe  navy  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  disaster  wag  foU 
lowed  close  by  another,  which  they  could  not  help  feelr 
ing  with  equal,  sensibility  of  mortification  and  chagrin; 
In  the  beginning  of  April,  air  Edward  Hawke,  steering 
with.  hiSi  squadron  into  Basque-road,  on  the.  coast  of 
Poiptou,  discoyered,  off  the  coa^t  of  Aix,  a  French  fleet 
at  anchor,. consisting  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  with  aix 
frigates,  and  forty  transports,  having  on .  board  thiw 
thousand  troops,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  proi 
visions,  intended  aa  a  supply  for  their  settlements  41^ 
North  America,  They  no  sooner  saw.  the :  English,  ad-r 
miral  advancing,  than  they  began  to  slip  their  cables, 
and.  fly  in  the  utmost  confusion.  Some  of  them,  escaped 
by  sea,  but  a  great  number  ran  into  shoal  wat6r,  where, 
they  could  not  be  pursued ;  and  next  morning  they  ap^ 
peared  aground,  lying  on  their  broadsides.  Sir  !lpldward 
H$Lwke,  who  had  rode  all  night  at  anchor  abreast  pf  th& 
jsle  of  Aix,  furnished  the  ships  Intrepid  .and  Medway 
with  trusty  pilots,  and  sent  theppi  farther  in  ^  when  the 
§ppd  began  to  make,  with  orders  to  sound  a-head,  tb^ 
lie  might  knowJwhether  there' was  any :po$9ibilityp£]it^ 
taeking  the  enemy ;  but  the  iwant:o|ia^sj|ffic^ie;it  d^pth  of 
water  rendered  the  ache;i^e  impmeticali|}e.  .In  th^.  jne^: 
time,  the  French  thir^ifp  ^:^eri^t)ard  their  oani^oEi^  sMXi^p 
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and  baliasrt ;  and  boats  and  laundaes  &om  Rpdiafott 
were  emplojred  in  carrying  out  warps,  to  drag  their  ships 
through  the  soft  mud,  as  soon  as  they  shouhl  be  water-* 
borne  by  the  flowing  tide.  By  these  means  their  large 
ships  of  war,  and  many  of  their  transports  escaped  isOo 
the  river  Charente ;  but  their  loading  was  lost,  and  the 
end  of  their  equipment  totally  defeated.  Anchor  con-*- 
voy  of  merchant  sihips,  under  the  protectioa  of  tbaree  M* 
gates,' sir  Edward  Hawke,  a  few  days  before,  had  chased 
into  the  harbour  of  St.  Martin's,  in  the  isle  of  Rh6,  where 
they  still  remamed,  waiting  an  c^ortunity  for  hazarding 
a  second  departure ;  a  Ihird^  consisting  of  twelw  sail^ 
bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  Quebec,  under  convoy  of  a 
frigate  and  dnmd  vessel,  was  encou&tered  at  sea  hy  ont 
British  ship  of  the  liise  axld  two  fire^shipGi,  which  took 
the  frigate  and  aat^Kied  vessel;  and  two  of  ^  convoy  af^ 
terwasrd  met  wMi  the  dame  &te.  But  ^is  sidvas^ge  waj^ 
0verbaknced  by  the  loss  of  captain  Jamefr  Htln^  com- 
inander  of  the  Pluto  fim^ship^  a  brave,  accomfdidhed 
officer^  who,  ii^  an  uneqpnal  oombeit  with  the  eiaesmy,  re* 
fosed  to  quit  the  deck^  ev«n  when  he  was  dkabled,  axid 
f^l  gloriously,  covered  with  wounds,  e^ihorting  the  ipe^* 
pie  with  his  latest  bneath,,  to  continue  the  engagement 
while  &e  e^ip  <taa\d  swim,  and  acquit  themselves  with 
honour  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

§  XLVI.  On  the  29th  day  of  May,  the  Raiscmafcle^  a 
French  ship  of  the  line,  mouivted  with  ststty^four  canfftcm, 
having  on  board  six  hundred  and  thirty  men,  commanded 
by  the  prince  de  Mombazon,  chevalia*  de  Rohaii^  was, 
in  her  passage  from  Port  FOrisnt  to  Bi^t,  attacked  by 
eapttdn  Dennis,  in  the  Dorsetshire^  of  seventy  guns,  and 
taken  after  an  obstiHaAe  engagement,  in  whioh  i^t  httii^ 
dired  and  sixty  men  of  the  prince's  c<»fti{)l^meut  w^te 
killed  and  wounded,  and  he  sitttsindd  ^at  daiftag^ 
In  his  hull,  sails,  and  riggfaig.  Tk^m  suooi^e»  i^m^ 
Aoyeov^t  chequered  by  thg  tidJHigs  «f  ar  IttmeiMiJbde  ^* 
aMdf  that  b^fel  the  ship  Pi'^e  George/ of  eighty  giMto^ 
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conm^^iided  by  rear-admiral  Broderick,  in  fais  passage  tir 
.th*  Mediterttmean.  On  the  i3th  day  of  April,  betwee* 
one  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  ont 
in  lh«  fore  part  of  the  ship,  and  raged  with  such  fury, 
that,  notwithstanding  all  the  e^rts  of  the  officers  and 
men  for  several  hours,  the  flames  increased,  and  the  ship 
being  consumed  to  the  water'^  edge,  the  remnant  sunk 
about  six  o^clock  in  the  evening.  The  horror  ^d  con* 
6temation  of  such  a  scene  are  not  easily  described.  When 
all  endeavours  proved  firuitless,  and  no  hope  ef  pre- 
serving the  ship  tiemained,  the  barge  was  hoisted  out  for 
the  preservaiion  of  the  adfi(ki!ral)  who  entered  it  accord- 
ingly ;  but  aU  distinction  of  persons  being  now  aboUisAied, 
the  seamen  rushed  into  it  in  such  crowds,  that  in  a  few 
moments  it  overset.  The  admiral,  foreseeing  that  this 
would  be  the  case,  strij^^  off  his  clothes,  and  commit^ 
ting  himaelf  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves^  w^  saved  by  Ihe 
boat  of  ;a  mer^h^l^ship,  afler  he  had  sustained  himself 
in  the  sea  a  ftdi  hour  by  swimming.  Captain  Paytott; 
who  was  the  eecond  in  command^  remained  upon  the 
quarter-deck  as  long  as  it  was  possible  to  keep  that  Sta^ 
tion,  and  then^  descending  by  the  stern-ladder,  had  the 
good  Ibrtuae  to  be  taken  into  a  boat  belonging  to  the 
Aldemey  sioop.  The  hull  of  the  ship)  fi^asts,  and  rig* 
ging,  were  now  b^  a  blaze,  bursting  tr^nendonsly  in  se-^ 
v^<al  parts  through  horrid  cloudis  4f(  smoke ;  nothing  was 
heai>d  but  the  crackling  of  the  flames,  mingled  with  lihe 
dismal  eries  of  te^rror  and  distraction ;  nothing  was  seen 
btst  a,ets  of  ftenty  and  desperation.  The  miserable 
wretehes,  affrighted  at  the  horrors  ^t  such  ^  conflagra- 
tion, sought  a  &te  less  dreadful,  by  plunging  into  the 
sea,  and  about  three  hundred  men  were  presermi  by  Ae 
boats  beltmgi^  to  some  ships  that  ^companied  ^ 
sSmiral  in  his  vc^age,  but  Ave  hundred  perished  in  thi^ 
ocean. 

^  XLVII.  Th«  kiflg^  of  Of  eat  Btitain  b«ng  dettarmmed 
to  rteew  Iris  attempt  upea  lh«  coast  df  France,  ordeteA 
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a  tery  formidable  armament  to  be  equipped  for  that  pur- 
pose.    TwQ  powerful  squadrons  by  sea  were  destined 
for  the  seryice  of  this  expedition ;  the  first,  consisting  of 
eleven  great  ships,  was  commanded  by  lord  Anson  and 
jsir  Edward  Hawke :  the  other,  composed  of  four  ships  of 
-the  line,  seven  frigates,  six  sloops,  two  fire-ship^,  two 
bombs,  ten  cutters,  twenty  tenders,  ten  store-ships,  and 
one  hundred  transports,  was  put  under  the  direction  of 
commodore  Howe,  whp  had  signalized  himself  by  hisi 
gallantry  and  conduct  in  the  course  of  the  last  fruitless 
es^pedition.     The  plan  of  a  descent  upon  Franpe  having 
been  adopted -by  the  ministry,  a  body  of  troops,  consi^t-r 
ing  of  sixteen  regiments,  nine  troops  of  light-horse,  and 
six  thousand  marines,  was  assembled  for  the  execution 
pi  this  design,  and  embarked  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  of  Marlborough ;  a  nobleman,  who,  though  he 
did  not  inherit  all  the  military  genius  of  his  grandfather, 
yet  far  excelled  him  in  the  amiable  and^  social  qualities 
of  the  heart :  he  was  brave  bieyond  all  question,  geper-i 
pus  to  profusion,  and  good-natured  to  excess.     On  this 
occasion  he  was  assisted  by  the  counsels  of  lord  George^ 
Saickville,  second  in  command,  son  to  the  duke  of  Dor- 
piBt ;  an  officer  pf  experience  and  reputation^  who  had, 
in  the  civil  departments  of  government,  exhibited  prpo& 
.  of  extraordinary  genius  and  uncommon  application.  The 
tropps,  having  been  encamped  for  some  time  upon  the 
IsljB  of  Wight,  wjBre  embarked  in  the  latter  end  of  May, 
find  th^  two  fleets  sailed  in  the  beginning  of  June  for 
th^.  coast  of  Bretagne,  leaving  the  people  of  England 
flushed  with  the  gayest  hopes  pf  victory  and  conquest. 
The  two  fleets  parted  at  sea :  lord  Anson,  with  his  squa- 
dron, proceeded  to  the  bay  of  Biscay,  in  order  to  ^atch 
th@  motions  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  harass  their  navi- 
gfltipn ;  while  commpdore  Howe,  with  the  land-forces, 
steered  directly  towards  St.  Maloes,  a  strong  place  pf 
considerable  commerce,  situated  on  the  coast  of  Bre- 
tagne,  against  which  the  purppsed  invasion  seemed  to^bq 


1768.]  .      6B0R0E  II,  361 

bhiefly  intended.  The  town,  however,  was  found  too 
well  fortified,  both  by  art  and  nature,  to  admit  of  an  at- 
tempt by  sea  with  any  prospect  of  success ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  resolved  to  make  a  descent  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. After  the  fleet  had  been,  by  contrary  winds, 
detained  several  days  in  sight  of  the  French  coast,  it  ar- 
rived in  the  bay  of  Cancisille,  about  two  leagues  to  thd 
eastward  of  St.  Maloes,  and  Mr.  Howe  haviiig  silenced 
a  small  battery,  which  the  enemy  had  6ccasiohally  raised 
upon  the  beach,  the  troops  were  landed,  without  farther 
opposition,  on  the  6th  day  of  June.  The  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough immediately  began  his  march  towar4s  St.Servan, 
with  a  view  to  destroy  such  shipping  arid  magazines  as 
]Q[iight  be  in  any  accessible  parts  of  the  river :  aiid  this 
scheme  was  executed  with  success.  A  great  quantity  of 
naval  stores,  two  ships  of  wkr,  several  privateers,  and 
about  fourscore  vessels  of  different  sorts,  were  set  on  fire 
and  reduced  to  ashes,  almost  under  the  cannoti  of  the 
place,  which,  however,  they  could  not  pretend  to  besiege 
in  form.  His  grace  having  received  repeated  advices 
that  the  enemy  were  busily  employed  in  assembling 
forces  to  march  against  him,  returned  to  Cancalle,  where' 
Mr.  Howe  had  made  such  a  masterly  disposition  of  the 
boats  and  transports,  that  the  re^embarkation  of  the 
troops  was  performed  with  surprising  ease  and  expedi- 
tion. The  forces,  while  they  remained  on  shore,  were 
Restrained  from  all  outr^^es  by  the  most  severe  disci- 
pline;  and  the  French  houses,  which  their  inhabitants 
had  abandoned,  were  left  untouched.  Immediately  af- 
ter their  Idinding,  the  dtike  of  Marlborough,  as  com- 
mander-in-chief, published  and  distributed  a  manifesto, 
addressed  to  the  people  of  Bretagne,  giving  them  to  un- 
derstand, that  his  descent  upon  the  coast  was  not  effected 
with  a  design  to  make' war  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
open  country,  except  such  as  should  be  found  in  arms; 
or  otherwise  opposing  the  operations  of  his  Britannic 
majesty :  that  all  who  were  willing  to  continue  in  peace-' 
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%bfe  poMdssaon  of  tlieir  effects^  might  reitofai  unmolestdd 
ia  thmt  respective  dwellings^  and  ftdldw  thto  uaual  oc* 
oupatiolia;  that/  beBide^  the  onstoms  and  tsixes  they 
luied  to  pay  to  their  own  king,  nothing  should  be  le* 
qiiired .  of  them  but  what  was  absolntely  necessary  for 
the  aub»8tenee  of  the  army ;  and  that,  for  all  provisions 
brought  in,  they  should  be  paid  iix  ready  money.  He 
Concluded  this  notice  with  dedarmg^  that  if,  notwith-^ 
atajoiding  these  assurances  of  protection,  they  should 
carry  off  their  efiect^  and  proviaions,  and  abandon  the 
places  of  their  habitation,  he  would  treat  them  as  ene^ 
mieS)  and  destroy  their  houses  with  Att  and  sword.  To 
the  magistracy  of  St.  Maloes  he  likewise  sent  a  letter^ 
impoorting,  tiiat  as  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and 
tillagea  between  Dinant^  Rennes^  and  DoU,  nwv  in  hi» 
fM)ss^ion^  had  deserted  their  habitations,  probably  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  the  usual  contrib^itiiona;'  and  he 
being  informed  that  the  magistrates  had  compelkd  the 
people  of  the  country  to  retire  into  the  town  of  St  Ma?* 
kes ;  he  now  gave  them  notice,  that  if  they  did  not  im* 
mediately  send  them  back  to  their  houses,  and  come 
themselves  to  his  head-quarters^  to  settle  the  contribu^ 
tidnis,  he  should  think  himself  obliged  to  pf  ooeed  to  mi- 
litary execution.  These  threats,  howev^,  wcor^  n(A  put 
ia  force,  Silthough  the  magistrates  of  St.  Maloee^  did  oot 
think  i»rQper  to  comply  with  his  injunction*  £tut  it  was 
£(H»nd  altogether  impossible  to  prevent  irrejgulttrities 
amiKiig  troops  that  were  naturally  IlcwtioUs«  Sofidbs 
houses  were  pillaged,  Z3ad  not  without  acts  of  barbarity; 
but  the  offenders  were  brought  to  immjediate  justice;  smd 
it  muirt  be  owned,  as  an  incontestable  proof  of  the  ge^ 
neral  s  humanity,  that  in  destroying  the  magazi^^os  of 
the  enemy  at  St.  Servan,  which  may  be  termed  &e  9i»^ 
burbs  of  St.  Maloes,  he  ordered  one  small  storehouse  t^ 
be  spared,,  because  it  could  not  be  set  on  fire  without 
eDidaiigering  the  whole  district.  The  British  forces  bein^ 
ve^embarked,  including  about  five  htmdred  light-horsei 
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wliieh  had  been  disciplined  and  carried  over  vnAt  a  view 
to  scour  the  countiy,  the  fleet  was  detained  hy  contrary 
ifnnds  in  the  bay  of  Oancalle  fcHr  several  days,  during 
which  a  design  s^ms  to  have  been  formed  for  attacking 
Granville,  which  had  been  reconnoilTed  bysome^of  the 
engineers ;  but,  in  consequence  of  their  report,  the  scheine 
was  laid  aside,  and  the  fleet  stood  out  to  sea,  where  it 
was  exposed  to  some  rough  weather*.     In  a  few  days, 
the  wind  blowing  in  a  northern  direction,  they  steered 
again  towards  the  French  coast,  and  ran  in  with  the 
land  near  Havre-de-Grace,  where  the  flat-bottomed 
boats,  provided  for  landing,  w^e  hoisted  out,  and  a  se- 
cond disendbarkation  expected-     But  the  wind  blowing 
^lently  towards  the  evening,  the  boats  were  reshipped, 
and  the  fleet  obliged  to  quit  the  land,  in  order  to  avoid 
Ihe  dangers  of^  lee-^hore.     Next  day,  the  weather  be- 
ing more  moderate,  they  retiimed  to  the  same  station^ 
and  orders  were  given  to  prepare  for  a  descent ;  but  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  having  taking  a  view  of  the  coast 
in  an  4)pen  cutter,  aecompaaied  by  commodore  Howe^ 
thought  proper  to  waive  the  attempt     Their  next  st^ 
was  to  bear  away  before  the  wind  for  Cherbourg,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  the  fleet  came  to  anchor.  Here 
some  of  the  tmnsports  received  the  fire  of  six  different 
batteries ;  aud  a  eonsideraUe  body  of  troops  appeared  in 
iKTtns  to  dispute  the  landing ;  nevertheless,  the  general 
resolved  that  the  forts  Quearquenrille,  rHammet,  andXjk* 
let,  should  be  attacked  in  the  night  by  the  first  rai- 
ment of  guards.     The  soldiers  were  actually  distribi^^ed 
in  the  flat4>ottom6d  boats,  and  every  preparation  made 
for  tliis  enterprise,'  when  the  wind  began  to  blow  witii 
such  violence,  that  the  troops  couM  not  be  landed  with^ 
oot  the  most  imminent  danger  and  difficulty,  nor  pro^ 
perly  sustained  in  case  of  a  r^ulse,  even  if  the  disem* 
barkation  could  have  been  efiectad.  This  attempt,  the»^ 
fore,  was  laid  aside,  but  ait  the  same  time  a  resolution 
Ifidcen,  to  stand  in  towards  the  Aofe  with  the  whole  ^t. 
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to  cover  a  general  landing.     A  disposition  Was  hiade 
accordingly ;  but  the  stotm  increasitigy  the  transport!! 
ran  foul  of  each  other,  and  the  ships  were  exposed  fo  all 
the  perils  of  a  lee-shore,  for  the  gale  blew  directly  upon 
the  co^t ;  besides,  the  provisions  began  to  fail^  tod  the  . 
hay  for  the  horses  was  almost  consumed.     These  con- 
currio^ reasons  induced  the  commanders  to  postpone  the 
disembarkation  to  a  more  favourable  opportunity;     The 
fleet  stood  out  to  sea,  and  the  tenipest  abetting,  they 
steered  for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  next'  day  anchored  at 
St i  Helen's .    Such  was  the  issue  of  an  enterjprise  achieved 
with  considerable  success,  if  we  coni^ider  the  damage 
done  to  the  enemy's  shipping,  and  the  other  objects 
which  the  minister  had  in  view;  namely,  to  secure  the 
tiavigation  of  the  channel,  and  make  a  diversion  in.  fa- 
vour of  the  German  allies,  by  alarming  tlje  French  kingj 
and  obliging  him  to  employ  a  great  number  of  troops^  to 
defend  his  coast  from  insult  and  invasion;  but  whether 
such  a  mighty  armanient  was  necessary  for  the  accoml* 
plishment  of  these  petty  aims,  and  whether  the  same 
sfrmament  might  not  have  been  employed  in  executing 
schemes  of  infinitely  greater  advantage  to  the  nation>we 
shall  leave  to  the  judicious  reader's  own  reflection. 

.  §  XLVni.  The  designs  upon  the  coast  of  France, 
though  interrupted  by  tempestuous  weather,  were  not  as 
yet  laid  aside  for  the  whole  season ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  troops  were  disembarked  on  the  isle  of  Wight; 
and  one  brigade  marched  to  the  northward,  to  join  a  body 
bf  troops,  with  which  the  government  resolved  to  aug-* 
ment  the  army  of  the  allies  in  Germany,  commanded  by 
.  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick.  The  duke  of  Marl- 
^  borough  and  lord  George  Sackville  being  appQinted  to 
conduct  this- British  corps  upon  the  continent^  the  com- 
mand of  the  marine  expeditions  devolved  to  lieutenant- 
general  Bligh,  an  old  experienced  Officer,  who  h^d  served 
,with  reputation;  and  his  royaJ  highness  piinee  Edward, 
afterward  created  d^uke  of  York,  entered  a&  a  volunt^r 
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witii'Cdmmodbre  Howe,  in  order  to  learn  the  rudiments 
bf  the  sea-service;     The  remainder  of  the  troops  being 
re-embarkedj  and  every  thing  prepared  for  the  second 
expedition,  the  fleet  sailed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  Ist  of 
Augiist;  andj  after  a  tedibns  jprassage  from  calms  and 
contrary  winds,  Anchored  on"  the  7th  day  in  the  bay  of 
Cherbourg.     By  this  time  the  enemy  had  intrenched 
themselves  within  a  line^  extending  from  the  fort  Ecoeur- 
deville,  which  stands  about  two  nailes  to  the  westward 
of  Cherbourg,  along  the  coast  for  the  space  of  four  miles, 
fortified  with  several  batteries  at  proper  distances.    Be- 
hind this  intrenchmemt  a  body  of  horse  ahd  infantry  ap- 
peared in  red  and  blue  uniforms ;  but  as  they  did  not 
Itdvance  to  the  open  beach,  the  less  risk  was  run  in  land^ 
ing  the'  British  fprces.     At  first  a  bomb-kefch  had  been 
sent  to  anchor  near  the  t'own^  and  throw  some  shells  into 
the  place,  as  a  feint  to  amuse  the  eneniy,  and  deceWe 
th^n  with  regard  to  the  place  of  disembarkation,  while 
the  general  had  determined  to  land  about  a^  league  to  the 
westward  of  Querqueville,  the  mirat  western  fort  in  the 
bay.  The  other  bomb-ketches,  being  posted  along  shore^ 
did  considerable  execution  upon  the  intrenchments,  not 
only  by  throwing  shells  in  the  usual  way,  but  also  by 
using  ball-mortars,  filled  wi4h  great  quantities  of  balls, 
which  may  be  thrown  to  a  great  distance^  and  by  scat- 
tering as  they  flyy  do  abundance  df  mischief . '    While 
the  [ketches  fired  without  ceasing,  the  grenadiers  and 
guawJs.  were  rowed  regularly  ashore  in  th6  flat-bottomed 
,bo^ts,  and,  landing  without  opposition,  instantly  formed 
pti  a  small  open  portioii  of  the  beach  j  with  a  natural 
breastwork  in  their  front,  having  otx  the  other  side  a 
hollow  way,  and  a  village  rising  beyond  it  with  a  sudden 
ascent:  on  the  left,   the   ground,  was  intersected  by 
hedges,  andcovered  with  orchards,  and  from  this  quar- 
tier  the  enemy  advanced  in  order.     The  British  troops 
-  inunediately  quitted  the  breastwork,  in  order  to  meet 
them  half  way,  and  a  straggling  fife  began ;  but.  the 
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French  ed^ng  to  the  left^  took  ppssesnon  of  the  hill, 
from  whence  they  piqueted  widi  the  advanced  posts  of 
the  English.    In  the  mean  time,  the  rest  of  the  infantiy 
were  disembarked,  and  the  enemy  at  night  retired.     Ab 
the  light  troops  were  not  yet  landed,  general  Bligh  en* 
camped  that  night  at  the  village  of  Erville,  on  a  piece  of 
ground  that  did  not  extend  above  four  hundred  paces ; 
so  diat  the  tents  were  pitched  in  a  crowded  and  irregu- 
lar manner.  Next  morning,  the  ^general  having  received 
inteUigence  that  no  parties  of  the  enemy  ^ere  seen  mov-- 
ing  on  the  bill,  or  in  the  plain,  and  that  fort  Querque- 
Ville  was  entirely  abandoned,  made  a  disposition  for 
marching  in  two  columns  to  Cherbourg.    An  advanced 
party  took  immediate  possesion  of  Querqueviile ,  and 
the  lines  and  batteries  along  the  shore  were  iiow  deserted 
hf  the  enemy.   The  British  forces  marching  behind  St. 
Aulzie,  EcQBurdeville,  ITlommet,  and  La  Galet,  found  the 
town  of  Qi^ixnirg  likewise  abandoned,  and  the  gates 
being  open,  entered  it  without  opposition.  The  citizens, 
encouraged  by  a  manifesto  containing  a  promise  of  pro- 
tecticm,  which  had  been  published  and  distributed,  in 
order  to  quiet  their  apprehensions,  received  their  new 
guests  with  a  good  grace,  overwhelmed  them  with  civi- 
lities, for  which  they  met  with  a  very  ungrateful  return; 
lor  as  the  bulk  of  the  array  was  not  regularly  encamped 
and  superintended,  the  soldiers  were  at  liberty  to  indulge 
dHNUselves  in  riot  and  licentiousness.     All  night  long 
diey  ravaged  the  adjacent  country  without  resbaint ;  and 
as  no  guards  Had  been  regularly  placed  in  the  streets 
and  avenue  of  Cherbourg,  to  pevent  disorders,  the 
town  itself  was  not  exempted  from  pillage  and  brutality, 
lliese  outrages,  however,  were  no  sooner  known,  than 
tibe  general  took  immediate  steps  fcfr  putting  a  stop  to 
them  &r  the  present,  and  preventing  all  irregularities  for  ^ 
the  future,   fiext  morning  the  place  being  reconnoitred, 
he  determined  te  destroy,  without  delay,  all  the  forts 
and  d^  bason;  and  the  execution  of  this  design  was  left 


'  / 


176S.\  aEORGE  11.  367 

tb  the  eogineers^  assisted  by  the  officers  of  the  fleet  aoid 
aftiUery,  Great  suios  of  money  had  been  expended  upon 
tilie  harbour  and  bason  of  Cherbourg,  which  at  one  time 
nrw  considered  by  the  French  court  as  an  object  of  great 
importimce,  from  its  situation  respecting  the  riVer  Seine, 
as  well  as  the  opposite  coast  of  England;  but  as  the 
works  were  left  unfinished,  in  all  appearance  the  plan 
had  gtown  into  disreputation*     The  enezny  had  raised 
several  \mccmnected  batteries  along  thebay ;  but  thetown 
itself  was  quite  open  and  defenceless.     While  the  engi^ 
neers  were  employed  in  demolishing  the  works,  the  lights 
home  Beoured  the  cowtry,  and  detachments  were  every 
day  sent  out  towards  Walloign,  at  the  distance  o£  four 
leagues  firom  Cherbourg,  whare  the  enemy  were  encamp- 
edy  end  every  hour  received  reinforcKnenlB.     Several 
skirmti^es  were  fought  by  the  out-parties  of  each  amiy, 
in  one  of  which  captain  Lindsay,  a  gallant  young  officer, 
who  had  been  very  instrumental  in  training  the  lighi?- 
horse,  was  mortally  wounded.     The  harbour  and  bason 
of  Cherbourg beiz^  destroyed,  together  widd  all  the  fi»t3 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  about  twenty  pieces  of  bra»3 
cannon  secured  on  board  the  English  shipSj^  a  contribii^ 
tion  amounting  to  ^Jbont  3000^  sterling,  was  exactel 
teipon  &e  town,  and  a  fhn  ^f  re'*embarkation  concerted; 
as  it  appeared  from  the  reports  of  peasants  and  deserters, 
&Bt  the  enemy  were  alr^y  increased  to  a  formidable 
number.     A  slight  intrencbment  being  raised,  sufficient 
to  defend  the  last  division  thiatt  should  be  re-^mbarfesd, 
the  stores  aafid  attiUety  were  shi|)ped,  and  ike  light^horses 
conveyed  on  board  their  respeetirre  traxKiports^  by  means 
of  pb^oms  laid  in  the  flajt-bottoned  vessdis.    On  the 
16di  day  of  August,  at^three  o'clodc  intibe.moniing,  tiker 
farces  marched  from  CheitKMirg  down  to  Ihe  beach,  and 
re'^enibttrked  at  fort  Galet,  withont  the  least  disturbance 
ipom  the  enemy. 

§  XLIX.  This  service  being  happily  performed,  th^ 
fteet  set  sail  fe(r  the  comt  of  E^lac^l,  and  anchored  h^ 
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the  road  of  Wejrmouth,  under  the  high  land  of  Portland: 
In  two  days  it  weighed  and  stood  again  to  the  southward ; 
but  was  obliged,  by  contrary  winds,  to  return  to  the  same 
riding.  The  second  eflTort,  however,  was  more  effectual. 
The  fleet  with  some  difficulty  kept  the  sea^  and  steering 
16  the  French  coast,  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St. 
Liinaire,  two  leagues  to  the  westwcurd  of  St.  Maloes, 
against  which  it  was  determined  to  make  another  attempt. 
The  sloops  and  ketches  being  ranged  along  shore  to  cover 
l^e  disembarkation,  the  troops  landed  on  a  fair  open 
]beach,  and  a  detachment  of  grenistdiers  was  sent  to  the 
harbour  of  St.  Briac,  above  the  town  of  St;  Maloes, 
where  they  destroyed  about  fifteen  small  vessels ;  but  St 
Maloes  itself  being  properly  surveyed,  appeared  to  be 
y>dve  insult,  either  from  the  land-forces  or  the  shipping; 
The  mouth  of  the  river  that  forms  its  bason,  extends 
above  two  miles  in  breadth  at  its  narrowest  part,  so  as 
to  be  out  pf  the  reach  of  land  bintteries,  and  the  entrasice 
is  defended  by  such  forts  and  batteries  as  the  ships^  of 
war  could  not  pretend  to  silence,  ♦considering  the  diffi- 
eult  navigation  .of  the  channels :  besides  fifty  pieces  of 
large  cannon  planted  on  all  these  forts  and  batteries,  the 
enemy  had  mounted  forty  on  the  west  sidepf  the  town  j  and 
the  ba§on  was,  moreover,  strengthened  by  seven  frigates 
.or  armed  vessels,  whose  guns  might  have  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  any  batteries  that  could  be  raised  on  shore, 
as  well  as  upon  ships  entering  by  the  usual  channel. 
For  these  substantial  reasons  the  design  against  St.  Ma^ 
loes  was  dropped;  but  the  general  being  unwilling  to 
re-embark,  Mrithout  having  taken  some  step  for  the  far- 
ther annoyance  of  the  enemy,  resolved  to  penetrate  into 
the  country,  conducting  his  motions,  however,  so  as  to 
be  near  the  fleet,'^  which  had,  by  this  time,  quitted  the 
bay  of  St.  Lunaire,  where  it  could  riot  ride  with  any  siEifely . 
and  anchored  in  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about  three  leagues 
to  the  westward. 

%  L.  On  Friday,  the  8th  day  4)f  September,  general 
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Bligh,  with  his  little  army,  began  his  march  for  Guildo, 
at  the  distance  of  nine  miles,  which  he  reached  in  the 
evening :  next  day  he  crossed  a  little  gut  or  inlet  of  the 
sea,  at  low  water,  and  his  troops  being  incommoded  by 
the  peasants,  who  fired  at  them  from  hedges  and  houses, 
he  sent  a  priest  with  a  message,  intimating,  that  if  they 
would  not  desist,  he  would  reduce  their  houses  to  ashes. 
No  regard  beingipaid  tothis  intimation,  the  houses  weref 
actuallyset  on  fire  as  soon  as  the  troops  had  formed  theic 
camp  about  two  miles  on  the  other  side  of  the  inlet. 
Next  morning  he  proceeded  to  thq  village  of  Matignon, 
where,  after  some  sma^  skirmishing,  the  French  piqueti^ 
appeared,  drawn  up  in  order,  tq  the  number  of  two  bat- 
talions;  but  having  sustained  a  few  shot  from  the  Eng-. 
lish  field-pieces,  and  seeing  the  grenadiers  advance,  they 
suddenly  dispersed.  General  Bligh  continuing  his  route 
through  the  village,  encamped  in  the  open  ground,  about 
three  miles  from  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  which  was  this  day 
reconnoitred  for  re-embarkation;  for  he  now  received 
undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  had. 
advanced  from  Brest  to  Lambale,  within  six  miles  of  thci 
English  camp,  at  the  head  of  twelve  regular  battalions, 
six  squadrons,  two  regiments  of  militia,  eight  mortarsi 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  The  bay  of  St.  Cas  waa, 
covered  by  an  intrenchment  which  the  enemy  ,had 
thrown  up,  to  prevent  or  oppose,  any  disembarkation; 
and  on  the  outside  of  this  work  there  was  a  range  of  sand- 
hills extending  along  shore,  which  could  have  served  asi 
a  cover  to  the  enemy,  from  whence  they  might  have  an- 
noyed the  troops  in  re-embarking ;  for  this  reason  a  pro- 
posal was  made  to  the  general,  that  the  forces  should  be 
re-embarked  from  a  fair  open  beach  on  the  left,  between 
.  St.  Cas  and  Guildo ;  but  this  advice  was  rejected,  and^ 
indeed, -the  subsequent  operations  of  the  army  savoured 
i^trongly  of  blind  security  and  rash  presumption.  Had 
the  troops  decamped  in  the  night  without  noise,  in  all 
probability  they  would  have  arrived  at  the  beach  before. 
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the  Frencli  had  received  the  least  intelligence  of  their 
motion ;  and,  in  that  case,  the  whole  army^  consisting 
of  about  six  thousand  men,  might  have  been  i^^-^ti-^ 
barked  without  the  least  interruption ;  but,  instead  of 
this  cautious  manner  of  proceeding,  the  Armm  were 
beaten  at  two  o'clock  in  tiie  noK>ming)  as  if  with  inten^ 
tion  to  give  notice  to  the  enemy,  who  forthwith  repeated 
the  same  signal.  The  troops  were  in  motion  before 
three,  and  though  the  length  of  the  march  did  not  ex^ 
ceed  three  miles,  the  halts  and  interruptionfi^  Wene  so 
numerous  and  frequent,  that  they  did  not  arrive  on  the 
beach  of  St»  Oas  till  nine.  Then' the  embarkation  was 
begun,  and  might  have  been  happily  finished^  had  the 
transports  lain  near  the  shore,  and  received  the  men  as 
fast  as  the  boats  could  have  conveyed  them  on  board, 
without  distinction;  but  many  ships  rode  at  a  consider- 
able distance,  and  every  boat  carried  the  men  on  board 
the  respective  transports  to  which  they  belonged;  a 
punctilio  of  disposition  by  which  a  great  d^al  of  lime  was 
unnecessarily  consumed.  The  small  ships  smd  bomb« 
'  ketches  were  brought  near  the  lAore,  to  cover  the  em* 
b^ation;  and  a  considerable  number  of  sea-officers 
were  ^^tioned  on  thfe  beach,  to  superintend  the  boats* 
Ciiews,  and  regulate  the  service;  but,  notwithstanding  all 
their  attention  and  authority,  some  of  the  boats  Were 
otherwise  employed  than  in  conveying  the  unhappy 
soldiers.  Had  all  the  cutters  and  small  craft  belonging 
to  the  fleet  been  p«*operiy  occupied  4n  this  service,  the 
di»gmce  and  disast^  of  the  day  wpuld  scarce  have  hap- 
pened. The  British  forces  had  skirmished  a-  little  oh 
tiie  mardh,  but  no  ooteeiderable  body  of  the  enemy  ap- 
peamd  until  the  emb^rks^on  was  begun;  then  they 
.took  possession  of  an  eminence  by  a  windmill,  and  torthr 
With  opened  a  battery  often  cannon  and  eight  m^jrtars, 
from  whence  they  fered  with  tonsiderfetble  e^ect  tapon 
l3ie  soldiew  on  the  beach,  and  on  the  boats  in  their  pais- 
saige.    Th^  afterward  began  to  march  down  the  kill, 
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pardy  covered  by  a  hoUow  way  xm  their  left,  with  a  de- 
sign to  g^n  a  wood  j  where  they  might  form  and  eiitend 
themselves  along  the  front  of  the  English,  and  advtmct 
against  them  under  shelter  of  the  saiMl^hills ;  but  in  their 
descent  they  suffered  extitemely  from,  the  Caxmon  aad 
mortars  of  the  shipping,  which  made  great  havoc,  aaid 
threw  them  into  confusion.     Their  Une  of  march  down 
the  hill  was  staggered,  and  for  some  time  continued  in 
suspense ;  then  they,  turned  off  to  one  side,  eztaxled 
themselves  ak»ig  a  hill  to  their  left,  and  advance  ia  a 
hollow  way,  from  wheiK^e  they  suddenly  rushed  out  to 
the  attack.     Though  the  greater  part  of  the  British 
troops  were  already  embarked,  the  r^ur^guard,  consist^ 
ing  of  all  the  grenadters^  and  half  of  the  &tst  regiment 
of  g%iards,  remained  on  the  shore,  to  the  number  o£^^ 
t€^n  huadred,  under  the  command  of  major^geheral 
Dury.     This  officer^  seeing  the  French  advasice,  ordbr-* 
td  his  troops  to  form  in  grand  divisioDS,  snd  march 
from  behind  the  bank  that  covered  them,  in  order  to 
charge  the  enemy  bt^ore  they  could  be  formed  <ai  the 
plain.     Had  this  step  been  tskea  when  it  was  first  sug^ 
gested  to  Mr.  Dury^  before  the  French  were  disengaged 
from  the  hollow  way,  perhaps  it  mig^t  have  so  far  suc^* 
ibeeded  as  to  disconcert  and  throw  them  into  confesion ; 
but  by  this  time  they  had  extended  themselves  into  a 
f^  formidable  front,  and  no  hq>e.«««in«i  of  being 
able  to  withstand  such  a  superior  number.     Instead  of 
attempting  to  fight  against  such  odds  in  an  open  field 
of  battle,  they  might  haye  retreated  along  the  beach  to 
a  rock  on  the  leflt,  in  which  progress  their  right  flank 
would  have  heefi  secured  by  the  intrenchment ;  and  this 
e&emy  tcmHA  not  have  pursued  them  along  th^  shor^, 
without  being  exposed  to  such  a  fire  from  the  diippitig, 
as  in  all  probability  th^  oouM  not  have  sustained.  This 
scheme  was  likewise  proposed  to  Mr«  Dury;  but  hd 
seemed  to  be  actuated  by  a  ^irit  of  infatuation.     Th« 
En^sh  line  beiiig  drawn  up  in  uneven  ground^  begai^ 
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the  action  with  an  irregular  fire  from  right  to  left,  whicli 
the  enemy  returned;  but  their  usual  fortitude  and  re- 
solution seemed  to  forsake  them  on  this  occasion.     They 
saw  themselves  in  cUmger  of  being  surrounded  and  cut 
in  pieces;  their  officers  dropped  on  eveiy  side  j  and  all 
hope  of  retreat  was  now  intercepted.     In  this  cruel  dir 
lemma,  their  ispirits  failed;  they  were  seized  with  a 
panic ;  they  faultered,  they  broke ;  and  In  fese  than  five , 
minutes  after  the  engagement  began,  they  fled  in  the 
jatmost    confusion,   pursued   by  the   enemy,  who    no 
fiooner  saw  them  give  way,  than  they  fell  in  among  them 
with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and  made  a  great  carnage. 
General  Dury  being  dangerously  wounded,  xan  into  the 
sea,  where  he  perished ;  and  this  was  the  fate  of  a  great 
number,  officers  as  well  as  soldiers.     Many  swam  to-  - 
wards  the  boats  and  vessels,  which  were  ordered  to  give 
them  all  manner  of  assistance ;  but  by  far  the  greater 
number  were  either  butchered  on  the  beach,  or  drowned 
in  the  water ;  a  small  body,  however^  instead  of  throw-* 
ing  themselves  into  the  sea,  retired-  to  the  rock  oi^  the 
left,  where  they  made  a  stand  until  they  had  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  and  then  surrendered  at  discretion. 
The  havoc  was,  moreover,  increased  by  the  shot  and 
shells  discharged  from  the  battery  which  the  enemy  had 
raised  on  the  hilL     The  slaughter  would  not  have  been 
so  great,  had  not  the  French  soldiers  been  exasperated 
by  the  fire  from  the  frigates,  which  was  still  maintained 
even  after  the  English  troops  were  routed ;  but  this  was 
no  sooner  silenced  by  a  signal  j&om  the  commodore, 
than  the  enemy  exhibited  a  noble  example  of  moderation 
and  humanity,  in  granting  immediate  quarter  and. pro- 
tection to  the  vanquished.     About  one  thousand  chosen 
men  of  the  English  army  were  killed  and  taken  pri-r 
sdners  on  this  occasion :   nor  was  the  advantage  cheaply 
purchased  by  the  French  troops,  among  whom  the  shot 
and  shells  from  the  frigates  and' ketches  had  done  great 
execution.     The  clemency  of  the  victors , was  the  mom 
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remarkable^  as  the  British  trogps  in  this  expedition  had 
been  shamefully  guilty  of  marauding,  pillaging,  burning, 
and  other  excesses.  War  is  so  dreadful  in  itself,  and  so. 
severe  in  its  consequences,  that  the  exercise  of  genero- 
sity and  compassion,  by  which  its  horrors  are  mitigated, 
ought  ever  to  be  applauded,  encouraged,  and  imitated. 
We  ought  also  to  use  our  best  endeavours  to  deserve 
this  treatment  at  the  hands  of  a  civilized  enemy.  Let 
us  be  humane  in  our  turn  to  those  whom  the  fate  of 
war  has  subjected  to  our  power:  let  us,  in  prosecuting 
our  military  operations,  maintain  the  most  rigid  disci- 
plin(3  among  the  troops,  tod  religiously  abstain  from 
all  acts  of  violence  and  oppression.  Thus,  a  laudable 
emulation  will  undoubtedly  ensue,  and  the  powers  at 
war  vie  with  each  other  in  humanity  and  politeness.  In 
other  respects,  the  commander  of  an  invading  armament 
will  always  find  his  account  in  being  well  with  the  com; 
mon  people  of  the  country  in  which  the  descent  is  made. 
By  civil  treatment  and  seasonable  gratifications,  they 
will  be  encouraged  to  bring  into  the  camp  regular  sup7 
plies  of  provision  and  refreshment ;  they  will  mingle  with 
the  soldiers,  and  even  form  friendships  a.mong  them:; 
Serve  as  guides,  messengers,  and  interpreters ;  let  out 
theii:  cattle, for  hire  or  draught  horses;  work  with  their 
own  persons  as  day-labourers;  discover  proper  fords, 
bridges,  roads,  passes,  and  defiles  ;  and,  if  artfully  ma-; 
n^^d,  communicate  many  useful  hints  of  intelligence. 
If  great  care  and  circumspection  be  not  exerted  in  main- 
taiiiing  discipline,  and  bridling  the  licentious  disposition 
of  the  soldiers,  such  invasions  will  be  productive  of  no- 
thing but  miscamage  and  disgrace  ;  for  this,  at  best,  is 
but  a  piratical  vvay  of  carrying  on  war,  and  the  troops 
engaged  in  it  are,  in  some  measure,  debauched  by  the 
nature  of  the  service.  They  are  crowded  together  in 
transports,  where  the  minute  particulars  of  military  order 
cannot  be  observed,  eyeh  though  the  good  of  the  service 
greatly  depends  upon  a  due  observance  of  these  formj?.^ 
VOL,  xii.  2  c 
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The  soldiers  grow  negligent,  and  inattenliire  to  iAexB^* 
ness  and  the  exterior  ornaments  of  dress ;  they  beccane 
slovaaly,  slothful,  and  altogether  unfit  for  a  return  of 
duty ;  they  are  tumbled  about  occasionally  in  ships  and 
boats,  landed  and  re-embarked  in  a  tumultuous  mannar^ 
under  a  divided  and  disorderly  command ;  they  ate  ac* 
customed  to  retire  at  the  first  report  of  an  approaching 
^lemy,  and  to  take  shelter  on  another  element;  nay, 
their  small  pillaging  parties  are  often  obliged  to  fly  be^ 
fore  unarmed  peasants.  Their  duty  oa  such  occiasions  ifi 
the  most  unmanly  part  of  a  soldier's  office ;  namely,  to 
ruin,  ravage,  and  destroy.  They  soon  yield  to  the  temp^ 
tatioQ  of  pillage,  and  are  hiabituated  to  rapine ;  they  grr€ 
loose  to  intemperance,  riot,  and  intoxication ;  commit  a 
thousand  excesses ;  and,  when  the  enemy  appears,  run 
on  board  the  ships  with  their  booty.  Thus  the  dignity 
of  the  service  is  debased :  they  lose  all  sense  of  honour 
atod  of  shame ;  they  are  no  longer  restricted  by  mililaify 
laws,  nor  overawed  by  the  authority  of  officers:  in  a 
word,  they  degenerate  into  a  species  of  lawless  bucea^ 
lieers.  From  such  a  total  relaxation  of  morals  and  dis^ 
cipline,  what  can  ensue  but  riot,  conftision,  dishonour, 
and  defeat  ?  All  the  advantage  that  can  be  expected 
from  these  sudden  starts  of  invasion,  will  scarce  over- 
balance the  evils  we  have  mentioned,  together  with  the 
extraordinary  expense  of  equipping  armaments  of  this 
nature.  True  it  is,  these  descents  oblige  the  French 
king  to  employ  a  considerable  number  of  his  troops  for 
the  defence  of  his  maritime  places :  they  serve  to  ruin 
the  trade  of  his  subjects,  protect  the  navigatibn  of  Great 
Britain,  and  secure  its  Coast  from  invasion:  but  these 
purposes  might  be  as  effectually  answered,  at  a  much 
smalla*  expense,  by  the  shipping  alone.  Should  it  be 
judged  "expedient,  however,  to  prosecute  this  desultory 
kind  of  \^,  the  commanders  employed  in  it  will  do  wcH 
tb  consider,  that  a  descent  ought  never  to  be  hazarded 
in  an  enemy's  country,  without  having'taken  proper  pre- 


1758.1  GEORGE    II.  376 

cauti^iis  to  secure  a  retreat;  that  the  severest  discipline 
ought  to  be  preserved  during  all  the  operations  of  the 
campaign ;  that  a  general  ought  never  to  disembark  but 
upon  a  well-concerted  plan,  nor  commence  his  military 
transactions  without  some  immediate  point  or  object  in 
view ;  that  a  re*embark|ition  ought  never  to  be  attempt- 
ed, except  from  a  clear  open  beach,  where  the  approaches 
of  an  enemy  may  be  seen,  and  the  troops  covered  by 
the  fire  of  their  shipping.  Those  who  presumed  to  reflect 
upon  the  particulars  of  this  last  expedition,  owned  them-^ 
selves  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the  general, 
in  remaining  on  shore  after  the  design  upon  St  Maloes 
was  laid  aside ;  in  penetrating  so  far  into  the  country, 
without  any  visible  object ;  neglecting  the  repeated  in- 
telligence which  he  received ;  communicatii]^,  by  beat  of 
drum,  his  midnight  motions  to  an  enemy  of  double  his 
force;  loitering  near  seven  hours  in  a  march  of  three 
imiles ;  and,  lastly,  attempting  the  re-embarkation  of  the 
troops  at  a  place  who*^  no  proper  measure  hdd  been 
taken  for  their  cover  and  defence.  After  the  action  of 
St  Cas,  some  civilities,  by  message,  passed  between  the 
duke  d'Aiguillon  and  the  £kiglish  commanders,  who 
were  &,voured  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners,  including  four 
sea-captains ;  and  assured  that  the  wounded  should  re- 
ceive all  possible  comfort  and  assistance.  Tliese  mat- 
ters being  adjusted,  commodore  Howe  returned  with  th^i 
fleet  to  Spithead,  and  the  soldiers  were  disembarked. 

§  LI.  The  success  of  the  attempt  upon  Cherbourg 
had  elevated  the  people  to  a  degree  of  childish  triumph ; 
and  the  government  thought  proper  to  indulge  thispe*' 
takxat  spirit  of  exultation,  by  exposing  tw^ity-one  pieeei* 
of  French  cannon  in  Hyde-park,  from  whence  they  were 
drawn  in  procesi^on  to  the  Tower,,  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  populace.  From  this  pinnacle  of  elation  and 
pride  they  were  precipitated  to  the  abyss  of  despondence 
or  dejection,  by  the  account  of  the  miscarriage  at  St, 
Ga«,  which  buoyed  up  the  spirits  of  the  French  i»  the 
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same  proportion.  The  people  of  that  nation  began  to 
stand  in  need  of  some  such  cordial  after  the  losses  they 
had  sustained,  gnd  the  ministry  of  Versailles  did  not  fail 
to'  make  the  most  of  this  advantage :  they  published  a 
pompous  narrative  of  the  battle  at  St.  Cas,  and  magni- 
fied into  a  mighty  victory  the  puny  check  which ;  tj^ey 
had  given  to  the  rear-guard  of  an  inconsiderable  detach- 
ment. The  people  received  it  with  implicit  belief, 
because  it  was  agreeable  to  their  passions,  and  congratu- 
lated themselves  upon  their  success  in  hyperboles,  dic- 
tated by  that  vivacity  so  peculiar  to  the  French  nation. 
Indeed,  these  are  artifices  v^hich  the  ministers  of  every 
nation  find  it  necessary  to  use  at  certain  conjunctures,  in 
governing  the  turbulent  and  capricious  multitude.  After 
the  misfortune  at  St.  Cas,  nothing  farther  was  attempted 
by  that  armament :  nor  was  any  enterprise  of  importance 
achieved  by  the  British  ships  in  Europe  during  the 
course  of  this  summer.  The  cruisers,  however,  still 
continued  active  and  .alert.  Captain  Hervey ,  in  the  ship 
Monmouth,  destroyed  a  French  ship  of  forty  guns  in  the 
island  of  Malta;  an  exploit  of  which  the  Maltese  loudly 
complained,  as  a  violation  of  their  neutrality.  _  About 
twenty  sail  of  small  French  vessels  werq  driven  ashore 
on  the  rocks  of  Bretagne,  by  some  cruisers  belonging  to 
the  fleet  commanded  by  lord  Anson,  after  a  smart  en- 
gagement with  two  frigates,  under  whose  convoy  they 
sailed.  In  the  month  of  November,  the  Belliqueux,  a 
French  ship  of  war,  mounted  with  sixty-four  guns,  hav- 
ing, by  mistake,  run  up  St.  George's  channel,  and.  an- 
chored in  Lundy^road,  captain  Saumarez,  of  the  Ante-: 
lope,  then  lying  in  King-road,  immediately  weighed  and 
went  in  quest  of  her,  according  to  the  advice  he  had  re- 
ceived. When  he  appeared,  the  French  captain  heaved 
up  his  anchor,  and  made  a  show  of  preparing  for  an  en- 
gagement; but  soon  hauled  down  his  colours,  and,  with-^ 
out  firing  a  shot,  surrendered,  with  a  complement  of  four 
hundred  and  seventeen  men,  to  a  ship  of  inferior  force, 
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both  in  number  of  hands  and  weight  of  metal.    By  this 
time  the  English  privateers  swarmed  to  such  a  degree 
in  the  channel,  that  scarce  a  French  vessel  durst  quit 
the  harbour,  and  consequently  there  was  little  or  no  booty 
to  be  obtained.     In  this  dearth  of  legal  prizes,  some  of 
the  adventurers  were  tempted  to  commit  acts  of  piracy, 
and  actually  rifled  the  ships  of  neutral  nations.      A 
Dutch  vessel,  having  on  board  the  baggage  and  domes- ' 
tics  belonging  to  the  marquis  de  Pignatelli,  ambassador 
from  iJie  court  of  Spain  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  was 
boarded  three  times  successively  by  the  crews  of  three 
different  privateers,  who  forced  the  hatches,  rummaged 
the  hold,  broke  open  and  rifled  the  trunks  and  boxes  o{ 
the  ambassador,  insulted  and  even  cruelly  bruised  his 
ofiicers,  stripped  his  domestics,  and  carried  off  his  effects, 
together  with  letters  oT  credit,  and  a  bill  of  exchange. 
Complaints  of  these  outrages  being  made  to  the  court  of 
London,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  promised,  in  the  ga- 
zette, a  reward  of  600/.  without  deduction,  to  any  person 
who  should  discover  the  offenders  concerned  in  these 
acts  of  piracy.  Some  of  them  were  detected  accordingly, 
and  brought  to  condign  punishment. 

§  LII.  The  Dutch  had  for  some  time  carried  on  a 
very  considerable  traffic,  not  only  in  taking  the  fair  ad- 
vantages of  their  neutrality,  but  also  in  supplying  the 
F^rench  with  naval  stores,  and  transporting  the  produce 
of  the  French  sugar  colonies  to  Europe,  as  carriers  hired 
by  the  proprietors.  The  English  government,  incensed  - 
at  this  unfair  commerce,  prosecuted  with  such  flagrant 
partiality  for  their  enemies,  issued  orders  for  the  cruisers 
to  arrest  all  ships  of  neutral  powers  that'  should  have 
French  property  on  board ;  and  these  orders  were  exe- 
cuted with  rigour. and  severity.  A  great  number  of 
Dutch  ships  were  taken,  and  condemned  as  legal  prizes, 
both  in  England  and  Jamaica:  sometimes  the  owners 
met  with  hard  measure,  and  some  crews  were  treated 
with  insolence  and  barbarity.  The  subjects  of  the  United 
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Ptoviiices  raised  a  loud  clamour  against  the  EogUsli,  for 
having,  by  these  captures,  violated  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  particular  treaty  of  commerce  subsisting  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  republic.  Remionstrances  were 
made  to  the  English  ministry,  who  expostulated,  in  iheit 
turn^  with  the  deputies  of  the  states-general ;  and  the 
two  nations  were  inflamed  against  each  other  with  the 
most  bitter  animosity.  The  British  resident  at  the 
Hague,  in  a  conference  with  the  States,  represented,  that 
the  king  his  master  could  not  hope  to  see  peace  speedily 
re-established,  if  the  neutral  princes  should  assume  a 
right  of  carrying  on  the  trade  of  his  enemies ;  that  he 
jexpected,  from  their  known  justice,  and  the  alliance  by 
which  they  were  so  nearly  connected  with  his  subjects, 
they  would  honestly  abandon  this  fraudulent  commerce, 
and  agree  that  naval  stores  should  be  comprehended  in 
the  class  of  contraband  commodities.  He  answered  some 
articles  of  the  complaints  they  had  made  with  im  ap- 
pearance of  candour  and  moderation;  declared  his  ma- 
|es*y's  abhorrence  of  the.  violences  which  had  been  com'* 
mitted  upon  the  subjects  of  the  United  Provinces;  ex- 
plained the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by  the  English 
govertiment  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  as  well  as 
to  prevent  such  outrages  for  the  future ;  and  assured 
them,  that  his  Britannic  Inajesty  had  nothing  more  at 
heart  than  to  renew  and  maintain,  in  full  force,  the  mutual 
i^onfidence  and  friendship  by  which  the  maritime  powers 
of  Engird  and  Holland  had  been  so  long  united. 

§  Lin.  These  professions  of  esteem  and  affection 
were  not  sufficient  to  quiet  the  minds,  and  appease  the 
ttesentment  of  the  Dutch  merchants;  and  the  French 
party  which  was  both  numerous  and  powerful,  emjJoyed 
nil  their  art  and  mfluence  to  exasperate  their  passions^ 
and  widen  the  breach  between  ihe  two  nations.  The 
ixmrt  of  Versaillt^  did  not  foil  to  seize  this  opportunity 
of  msinuation :  while,  on  one  hand,  their  minidtens  and 
^niflsaries  in  Holland  exaggerated  the  indignities  and 
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inJBnes  wMch  the  States  had  sustained  from  the  kiso^ 
Imce  md  rapacity  of  the  Englfeh ;  th^,  on  the  other 
band^  flattered  and  cajoled  them  with  little  advantages  in 
trade,  and  formal  professions  of  respect.  Such  was  the 
memorial  ddivered  by  the  count  d'Afiry,  intimating  that 
the  empress-queen  being  under  an  absolute  necessity  of 
employing  all  her  forces  to  defend  her  hereditary  domi- 
nions in  Germany,  she  had  been  obliged  to  withdraw 
her  troops  from  Ostend  and  Nieuport,  and  applied  to  the 
French  king,  as  her  ally  nearest  at  hand,  to  garrison 
these  two  places,  which,  however,  should  be  restored  at 
the  peace,  or  sooner,  should  her  imperial  majesty  think 
proper.  The  spijr it  of  the  Dutch  merchants  at  this 
juncture,  and  their  sentiments  with  respect  to  England, 
appeared  with  very  high  colouring  in  a  memorial  to 
the  states-general,  subscribed  by  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  traders,  composed  and  presented  with  equal  secrecy 
and  circumspection.  In  this  fambus  remonstrance  they 
complained,  that  the  violences  and  unjust  depredations 
committed  by  the  English  ships  of  war  and  privateers, 
on  the  vessels  and  effects  of  them  and  their  fellow-sub- 
jects, were  not  only  continued,  but  daily  multiplied;  and 
cruelty  and  excess  carried  to  such  ft  pitch  of  wanton  bar- 
barity, that  the  petitioners  were  forced  to  implore  the 
assistance  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  protect,  in  the 
most  efficacious  manner,  the  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  ware  the  two  sinews  of  the  republic.  Fpr  this 
necessary  purpose,  they  offered  to  contribute  each  his 
contingent,  and  to  arm  at  their  own  charge;  and  other 
propositions  were  made  for  an  immediate  augmentation 
of  the  marine.  While  this  party  industriously  exerted 
all  their  power  and  credit  to  effect  a  rupture  with  Eng- 
.  land,  the  princess-governante  employed  all  her  interest 
and  address  to  divert  them  from  ihis  object,  and  alarm 
them  with  respect  to  the  power  and  designs  of  France ; 
against  which  she  earnestly  exhorted  them  to  augment 
thdur  militaiy  forces  by  land^  that  they  might  be  pre- 
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pared  to  defend  themselves  against  all  invasion.  At  the 
same  time  she  spared  ho  pains  to  adjust  the  differences 
between  her  husband's  country  and  her  father's  king- 
dom; and,  without  doubt,  her  healing  counsels  were  of 
great  efficacy  in  preventing  matters  from  coming  to  a 
very  dangerous  extremity. 


CHAP.  IX. 

§  I.  Expedition  against  Senegal — §  11.  Fort  Louis  and  Senegal  taken 
— §  III.  Unsuccessful  attempt  upon  Goree — §IV.  Expedition  to 
Cape  Breton— §  V.  Louisbourg  taken — §  VI,  And  St.  John's — 
§  VII.  Unsuccessful  attempt  upon  Trconderoga-^§  Vlli.  Fort 
Frontenac  taken  and  destroyed  by  the  English — §  IX.  Brigadier 
Forbes  takes  Fort  du  Quesue — §  X.  Goree  taken — §  XI.  Ship- 
wreck of  captain  Barton — ^^  XII.  Gallant  exploit  of  captain  Tyrrel 
— §  Xtll.  Transactions  in  the 'East  Indies.  Admiral  Pococke 
engag.es  the  French  fleet — §  XIV.  Fort  St.  David's  taken  by  the 
French.  Second  engagement  between  admiral  Pococke  and  M. 
d'Apchfe — §  XV.  Progress  of  M.  Lally— §  XVI.  Transactions  on 
the  continent  of  Europe — §  XVII.  King  of  Prussia  raises  contri- 
butions in  Saxony,  and  the  dominions  of  the  dukeofWirtemberg 
— §  XVIII.  State  of  the  armies  on  the  continent — §  XIX.  The 
French  king  changes  the  administration  of  Hanover — §  XX. 
Plan  of  a  treaty  between  the  French  king  and  the  landgrave  of 
Hesse-Cassel — §  XXI.  Treaty  between  the  French  king  and  the 
duke  of  Brunswick — §  XXII.  Decree  of  the  Aulic  council  against^ 
the  elector  of  Hanover  and  others — §  XXIII.  Bremen  taken  by  the 

'  duke  de  Broglio,  and  retaken  by  prince  Ferdinand-^§  XXIV. 
Duke  de  Richelieu  recalled.  Generous  conduct  of  the  duke  de 
Randan — §  XXV.  The  French  abandon  Hanover.  Prince  of 
Brunswick  reduces  Hoya  and  Minden — §  XXVI.  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand defeats  the  French  at  Creveldt,  and  takes  Dusseldorp — 
§  XXVII.  Prince  of  Ysembourg  defeated  by  the  duke  de  Broglio 
_§  XXVI  n.  General  Imhorff  defeats  M.  de  Che  vert— §  XXIX.  . 
General  Oberg  defeated  by  the  French  at  Land^ernhagen — 
§  XX%.  Death  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough— §  XXXI.  Opera- 
tions of  the  j&ing  of  Prussia  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign — 
^  XXXII.  He  enters  Moravia,  and  invests  01mutz-^§  XXXIII. 
.  He  is  obliged  to  raise  the  siege,  and  retires  into  Bohemia^  wliere 
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he  takes  Koningsgratz — §  XXXIV.  Progress  of  the  Russians— 
§  XXXy.  King  of  Prussia  defeats  the  Russians  at  Zorndorf— ^ 
§  XXXVI.  And  is  defeated  by  the  Austrians  at  Hochkirchen — 
§  XXXVII.  He  retires  to  Silesia— §  XXXVIII,  Suburbs  of  Dresden 
burnt  by  the  Prussian  governor — §  XXXIX.  The  king  of  Prussia 
raises  the  siege  of  Neiss,  and  relieves  Dresden — §  XL.  Inhabit- 
ants of  Saxony  grievously  oppressed — §  XLI.  Progress  of  the 
Swedes  in  Pomerania — §  XLII.  Prince  Chtirles  of  Saxony  elected 
duke  of  Courland— §  XLIII.  The  king  of  England's  memorial. to 
the  diet  of  the  empire — §XLIV.  Death  of  pope  Benedict— §  XLVi 
The  king  of  Portugal  assassinated — §  XLVL  Proceedings  of  the 
French  ministry — §  XLVII.  Conduct  of  the  king  of  Denmark—: 
§  XL VIII.  Answers  to  the  charges  brought  by  the  Dutch  against 
the  English  cruisers — §  XLIX.  Conferences  between  the  British 
ambassador  and  the  states-general — §  L.  Farther  proceedings. 

§  I,  The  .whole  strength  of  Great  Britain,  during  this 
campaign,  was  not  exhausted  in  petty  descents  upon  the 
coast  of  France.  The  continent  of  America  was  the 
great  theatre  on  which  her  chief  vigour  was  displayed.; 
nor  did  sne  fail  to  exert, herself  in' successful  .elSbrts 
against  the  French  sieittlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
The  whole  gum  trade,  from  Cape  Blanco  to  the  river 
Gambia,  an  extent  of  five  hundred  miles,  had  been  en- 
grossed hy  the  French,  who  built  Fort  Loiiis  within  ike 
mouth  of  the  Senegal,  extending  their  factories:  iiear 
three  hundred  leagues  up  that  river,  arid  on  the  saawfe 
coast  had  fortified  the  island  of  Goree,  in  which  f hey 
maintained  a  ^considerable  garrison.  The  gum-seiiega, 
of  which  a  great  quantity  is  used  by  the  manufacturers 
of  England,  being  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,'the 
English  dealers  were  obliged  to  buy  it  at  second-hand 
from  the  Dutch,  who  purchased  it  of  the  French,  and 
exacted  an  exorbitant  priqe  for  that  commodity.  This 
consideration  forwarded  the  plan  for  annexing  the  coun- 
try to  the  possession  of  Great  Britain.  The  project' wa§ 
first  conceived  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gumming,  a  sensible 
Quaker,  who,  as  a  private  merchant,  had  made  a  voyage 
to  Portenderrick,  an  adjoining  part  of  the  coast,  and  con- 
tracted a  personal  acquaintance  with  Amir,  the  Moorish 
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king  of  Legibelli.**  He  found  this  African  prince  ex- 
tremely well  disposed  towards  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  whom  he  publicly  preferred  to  all  other  Euro- 
peans; and  so  exasperated  against  the  French,  that  he 
declared  he  should  never  be  easy  till  they  were  extermi- 
nated from  the  river  Senegal.  At  that  very  time  he  had 
commenced  hostilities  against  them,  and  earnestly  de- 
sired that  the  king  of  England  would  send  out  an  anna- 
ment  to  reduce  Fort  Louis  and  Goree,  with  some  ships 
of  force  to  protect  the  traders.  In  that  case,  he  promised 
to  join  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces,  and  grant  an  ex- 
clusive trade  to  his  subjects.  Mr.  Gumming  not  only 
perceived  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  such  an 
exclusive  privilege  with  regard  to  the  gum,  but  foresaw 
many  other  important«consequences  of  an  extensive  trade 
in  a  country,  which,  over  and  above  the  gum-senega, 
contains  many  valuable  articles,  such  as  gold-dust,  ele- 
phants' teeth,  hides,  cotton,  bees'-wax,  slaves,  ostrich 
feathers,  indigo,  ambergris,  and  civet.  Elevated  with 
the  prospect  of  an  acquisition  so  valuable  to  his  country, 
this  honest  Quaker  was  equally  minute  and  indefatigable 
in  his  inquiries  touching  the  commerce  of  the  coasts  as 
well  as  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  French  settle- 
ment on  the  river  Senegal ;  and,  at  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, actually  formed  the  plan  of  an  expedition  for  the 
conquest  of  Fort  Louis.  This  was  presented  to  the  board 
of  trade,  by  whom  it  was  approved,  after  a  severe  exami- 
nation; but  it  required  the  patriotic  zeal,  and  invincible 
perseverance  of  Mr.  Gumming,  to  surmount  a  variety  of 
obstacles,  before  it  was  adopted  by  the  ministry;  and 
even  then  it  was  not  executed  in  its  full  extait.  He  was 
abridged  of  one  large  ship,  and  in  lieu  of  six  hundred 
land-forces,  to  be  drafted  from  different  regiments,  which 
he  in  vain  demanded,  first  from  the  duke  of  Gumberland, 
and  afterward  from  lord  Ligonier,  the  lords  of  the  ad- 

^  Hie  name  the  natives  gite  to  that  part  of  South  Barbary,  known  to  meidiants 
and  naTicaton  by  that  ot&e  Gum  Coast,  and  called  in  maps,  the  Sandy  Desert  cf 
Sara,  ana  sometimes  Zara.  ^ 
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miralty  allotted  two  hundred  marines  only-  for  this  ser- 
vice. After  repeated  solicitations,  he,  in  the  year  1757, 
obtained  an  order,  that  the  two  annual  ships  bound  to 
the  coast  of  Guinea,  should  be  joined  by  a  sloop  and  two 
busses,  and  make  an  attempt  upon  the  French  settlement 
in  the  river  Senegal.     These  ships,  however,  were  de- 
tained by  contrary  winds  until  the  season  was  too  far 
advanced  to  admit  a  probability  of  success,  and  there* 
fore  the  design  was  postponed.   In  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year,  Mr.  Gumming  being  reinforced  with  the 
interest  of  a  considerable  merchant  in  the  city,  to  whom 
he  had  communicated  the  plan,  renewed  his  application 
to  the  ministry,  and  they  resolved  to  hazard  the  enter- 
prise.  A  small  squadron  was  equipped  for  this  expedi- 
tion^  under  the  command  of  captain  Marsh,  having  on 
board  a  body  of  marines,  commanded  by  major  Mason, 
with  a  detachment  of  artillery,  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  eight 
mortars,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  warlike  stores 
and  amntiunition.   Captain  Walker  was  appointed  engi- 
neer; and  Mr.  Gumming  was  concerned  as  a  principal 
director  and  promoter  of  the  expedition.*     This  little 
armament  sailed  in  the  beginning  of  March ;  and  in 
their  paissage  touched  at  the  island  of  Teneriffe,  where, 
while  the  ships  supplied  themselves  with  wine  and  water, 
Mr.  Gumming  proceeded  in  the  Swam  sloop  to  Porten* 
derrick,  being  charged  with  a  letter  of  credence  to  his 
old  friend  the  king  of  that  country,  who  had  favoured 
him  in  his  last  visit  with  an  exclusive  trade  On  that  coast, 
by  a  formal  charter,  written  in  the  Arabic  language. 
This  prince  was  now  up  the  country,  engaged  in  a  war 

«  Oft  tidB  occasion  Mr.  CummSng  may  seem  to  have  acted  diiecdy  contraty 
to  the  tMiets  of  his  religious  profession;  but  he  ever  declared  to  the  ministiy, 
iStktit  he  'Was  fully  pertniaded  his  schemes  might  be  accomplished  without  the  efiu- 
'  sion  of  human  blood ;  and  that  if  he  tbooght  otherwise,  he  would  by  no  means 
hare  concerned  himself  about  them.  He  also  desired,  let  the  consequence  be 
what  k  mig^t,  his  brethren  should  not  be  chaigeable  with  what  was  his  own  angle 
act.  If  it  was  the  first  military  scheme  of  any  Quaker,  let  it  be  remembered,  it 
was  disc  the  first  successful  expedition  of  this  war,  and  one  of  the  first  dtat  ever 
wa8'cani<Bd  on  according  to  l^e  pacific  system  of  the  Quakers^  without  the  loss  of 
a  drop  of  blood  on  either  side. 
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with  his  Bfeighbours,  called  the  Diable^  Moors ;  and  the 
^queen-dowager,  who  remained  at  Portenderrick,  gave 
Mr.  Cumming  to  understand,  that  she  could  not  at  pre- 
sentispare  any  troops  to  join  the  English  in  their  expedition 
against  Senegal^  but  she  assured  him,  that,  should  the 
French  be  exterminated,  she  and  her  subjects  would  go 
thither  and  settle.  In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  chiefs, 
called  prince  Amir,  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the  king, 
with  advice  of  their  arrival  and  design.  He  declared  that 
he  would,  with  all  possible  diligence,  assemble  three 
hundred  warriors  to  join  the  English  troops,  and  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  king  would  reinforce  them  with  a  de- 
tachment from  his  army.  By  this  time,  captain  Marsh, 
with  the>est  of  the  arrriamentj'had  arrived  at  Portender- 
rick, and.fearing  that  the  enemy  might  receive  intima- 
tion of  lis  design,  resolved  to  proceed  oil  the  expedition, 
withput  waiting  for  the  promised  auxiliaries.  On  the 
22d  day  of  Apyil  he  weighed  anchor,  and  next  day,  at 
four  o'clock,  discovered  the  French  flag  flying  upon 
Fort  Louis,  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  pretty  considerable 
town,  which  exhibited  a  very  agreeable  appearance. 
The  commodore  having  inade  prize  of  a  Dutch  ship, 
richly  laden  with  gum,  which  lay  at  anchor  without  the 
bar,  came  to  anchdr  in  Senegal-road  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river;  and  here  he  perceived  several  armed  sloops  which 
the  enemy  had  detached  to  defend  the  passage  of  the 
bar,  which,  is.  extremely  dangerous.  All  the  boats  were 
employed  in  conveying  the  stores  into  the  small  craft, 
while  three  of  the  sloops  continued  exchanging  fire  over 
a  narrow  tongue  of  land  with  the  vessels  of  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  one  brig  and  six  armed  sloops,  mounted 
with  great  guns  and  swivels.  At  length  the  channel 
being  discovered,  and  the  wind,  which  generally  blows 
down  the  river,  chopping  about,  captain  Millar,  of  the 

^  This  is  the  name  by  which  the  subjects  of  Legibelli  distinguish  tihose  of 
Brackna,  who  inhabit  the  country  farther  up  the  river  Senegal,  and  ture  in  con- 
stant allianee  with  the  French. 
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-London  buss,  seized  that  opportunity;  and  passiiig  tlie 
bar  with  a  flowing  sheet,  dropped  anchor  oii  the  iiisidiEr, 
where  he  lay  till  night,  exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the 
enemy.  Next  day  he  was  joined  by  the  other  small 
vessels,  and  a  regular  engagement  ensued.  This  was 
warmly  maintained  oii  both  sides,  until  the  busses  and 
one  dogger  running  aground,  immediately  bulged,  and 
were  filled  with  water.  Then  the  troops  they  contained 
took  to  their  boats,  and  with  some  difficulty  reached  the 
shore;  where  they  formed  in  a  body,  and  were  soon 
joined  by  their  companions  from  the  other  vessels;  so 
that  now  the  whole  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  ninety 
marines,  besides  the  detachment  of  artillery.  As  they  laid 
their  account  with  being  attacked  by  the  natives  who 
lined  the  shore  at  some  distance,  seemingly  determined 
to  oppose  the  descent,  they  forthwith  threw  up  an  in- 
trenchment,  and  began  to  disembark  the  stores,  great 
part  of  which  lay  under  water.  While  they  were  em- 
ployed in  raising  this  occasional  defence,  the  negroes 
came  in  great  numbers  and  submitted;  and  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day  they  were  reinforced  by  three  hundred  and 
fifty  seamen,  who  passed  the  bar  in  sloops,  with  their 
ensigns  and  colours  flying. 

§11.  They  had  made  no  farthier  progress  in  their  ope-: 
rations,  when  two  French  deputies  arrived  at  the  intrench- 
ment,  with  proposals  for  a  capitulation  from  the  governor 
of  Fort  Louis.  After  some  hesitation,  captain  Marsh  and 
major  Mason  agreed,  that  all  the  white  people  belong- 
ing to  the  French  company  at  Senegal,  should  be  safely 
conducted  to  France  in  an  English  vessel,  without  being 
deprived  of  their  private  effects,  provided  all  the  mer- 
chandise and  uncoined  treasure  should  be  delivered  up 
to  the  victors ;  and  that  all  the  forts,  storehouses,  vessels, 
arms,  provisions,  and  every  article  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany in  that  river,  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
English  immediately  after  the  capitulation  could  be 
signed.     They  promised  that  the.free  natives  living  at 
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Fort  Louis  slicmld  remain  in  quiet  possession  of  thek 
effects,  and  in  die  free  exercise  of  tfaeir  religion ;  and 
that  all  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  others,  who  could  prove 
themselves  free,  should  have  it  in  their  option  either  to 
remain  in  the  place,  or  remove  to  any  other  part  of  the 
country .«  The  captains  Campbell  and  Walker  were  im- 
mediately sent  up  the  river  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  see 
the  articles  signed  and  executed ;  but  they  were  so  re- 
tarded by  the  rapidity  of  the  stream,  that  they  did  not 
approach  the  fort  till  three  in  the  morning.  As  soon  as 
the  day  broke,  they  hoisted  their  flag,  and  rowed  up  to- 
wards a  battery  on  a  point  of  the  island,  where  they  Jay 
upon  their  oars  very  near  a  full  hour,  beating  the  cha- 
made;  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  their  approach.  Hiis 
reserve  appearing  mysterious,  they  retired  down  the  river 
to  their  intrenchment,  where  they  understood  that  tlie 
.  negroes  on  the  island  were  in  arms,  and  had  blocked  up 
"•  the  French  in  Fort  Louis,  resolving  to  defend  the  place 
to  the  last  extremity,  unless  they  should  be  included  in 
the  capitulation.  This  intelligence  was  communicated 
in  a  second  letter  from  the  governor,  who  likewise  in- 
formed the  English  commander  that  unless  the  French 
director-general  should  be  permitted  to  remain  with  the 
natives,  as  a  surety  for  that  article  of  the  capitulation  in 
which  they  were  concerned,  they  would  allow  themselves 
to  be  cut  in  pieces  rather  than  submit.  This  request 
being  granted,  the  English  forces  began  their  march  to 
Fort  Louis,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  long  boats,  in 
which  the  artillery  and  stores  had  been  embarked.  The 
French  seeing  them  advance,  immediately  struck  their 
flag;  and  major  Mason  took  possession  of  the  castle, 
where  he  found  ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon,  with  treasure 
and  merchandise  to  a  considerable  value.  The  corpora- 
tion and  burghers  of  the  town  of  Senegal  submitted,  and 

t  The  TictoTs,  however,  committed  a  very  great  mistake  in  allowing  them  ^ 
cany  off  theii  books  and  accounts,  the  perusal  of  which  would  have  been  of  infinite 
service  to  the  English  merchants,  by  informing  them  of  the  compaoditieSi  their 
▼alue»  the  pionpr  seasons,  and  methods  of  prosecuting  the  ;trade. 


1758.]  GEORGE   II.  387 

swore  allegiance  to  his  Britanmc  majesty:  the  ndghw 
bouring  princes,  attended  by  numerous  retinues,  visited 
the  commander,  and  concluded  treaties  with  the  Eng- 
lish nation,  and  the  king  of  Portenderrick,  or  Legibelli, 
sent  an  ambassador  from  his  camp  to  major  Mason,  wiA 
presents,  compliments  of  congratulation,  and  assurances 
of  friendship.  The  number  of  free  independent  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  settled  at  Senegal,  amounted  to  three 
thousand,  and  many  of  these  enjoyed  slaves  and  posses* 
sions  of  their  own.  The  two  French  factories  of  Podore 
and  Galam,  the  latter  situated  nine  hundred  miles  farther 
up  the  river,  were  included  in  the  capitulation;  so  that 
Great  Britain^  almost  without  striking  a  blow,  found 
herself  possessed  of  a  conquest,  from  which,  with  proper 
management,  she  may  derive  inconceivable  riches.  This 
important  acquisition  was  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  en- 
tirely, owing  to  the  sagacity,  ^eal,  and  indefatigable  efforts 
of  Mr.  Gumming,  who  not  only  formed  the  plan,  and 
solicited  the  armament,  but  also  attended  the  executioxi 
of  it  in  person,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  and  to  the  inter* 
ruption  of  his  private  concerns. 

§  III.  Fort  Louis  being  secured  with  an  English  gar- 
rison, and  some  armed  vessels  left  to  guard  the  passage 
of  the  bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  great  ships  pro- 
ceeded to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  island  of  Goree^ 
which  lies  at  the  distance  of  thirty  leagues  from  SenegaL 
There  the  French  company  had  considerable  magazines 
and  warehouses,  and  lodged  the  n^^  slaves  until  they 
could  be  shipped  for  the  West  Indies.  If  the  additional 
force  which  Mr.  Gumming  proposed  for  the  conquest  ^ 
this  island  had  been  added  to  the  armament,  in  all  pro- 
bability the  island  would  have  been  reduced,  and  in  that 
case  the  nation  would  have  saved  the  considerable  ex- 
|>ense  of  a  subsequent  expedition  against  it,  under  the 
conduct  of  commodore  Keppel.  At  present,  the  ships 
by  which  Goree  was  attacked  were  found  unequal  to 
the  attempt,  and  the  expedition  miscarried  accordingly^ 
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though  the  miscarriage  was  attended  with  little  or  no 
damage  to  the  assailants. 

§  IV.  Scenes  of  still  greater  importance  were  acted  in 
North  America,  whare,  exclusive  of  the  fleet  and  marines, 
the  government  had  assembled  about  fifty  thousand  men, 
including  two-and-twenty  thousand  regular  troops.  The 
earl,  of  Loudon  having  returned  to  England,  the  chief 
command  in  America  devolved  on  major-general  Aber- 
crombie;  but  as  the  objects  of  operation  were  various, 
the  forces  were  divided  into  three  detached  bodies,  under 
as  many  different  commanders.  About  twelve  thousand 
were  destined  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Louisbourg,  on 
the  island  of  Cape  Breton.  The  general  himself  reserved 
near  sixteen  thousand  for  the  reduction  of  Crown  Point, 
a  fort  situated  on  Lake  Champlain :  eight  thousand,  under 
the  conduct  of  brigadier-general  Forbes,  were  aIlotted*for 
the  conquest  of  Fort  du  Quesne,  which  stood  a  great  way 
toi^e  southward,  near  the  river  Ohio;  and  a  considerable 
garrison  was  left  at  Annapolis^  in  Nova  Scotia.  The 
reduction  of  Louisbourg  and  the  island  of  Cape  Breton 
being  an  object  of  immediate  consideration,  was  underr 
taken  with  all  possible  dispatch.  Major-general  Amherst 
being  joined  by  admiral  Boscawen,  with  the  fleet  and 
forces  from  England,  the  whole  armament,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  sail,  took  their  departure 
from  the  harbour  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  28th 
of  May ;  and  on  the  2d  of  June  part  of  the  transports 
anchored  in  the  bay  of  Gabarus,  about  seven  miles  to 
the  westward  of  Louisbourg.  The  garrison  of  this  place, 
commanded  by  the  chevalier  Drucour,  consisted  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  regular  troops,  three  hundred 
militia,  formed  of  the  burghers,  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  siege  they  were  reinforced  by  three  hundred  and  fifty 
Canadians,  including  threescore  Indians.  The  harbour 
was  secured  by  six  ships  of  the  line  and  five  frigates,^ 

ic  The  Piudeni,  of  seventy-four  guns ;  the  Entrfprenanti  of  seventy-four  guns ; 
the  Capricieux,  Celebre,  and  Bienfaisant,  of  sixjty-four  guns  each ;  the  Apollo, 
of  fifty  guns;  the  Chevre,  Biche,  Fidelle,  Pianai  and  Echo,  frigates* 
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three  of  whicb.the  enemysuiik  across  theliarbour's  mouth, 
in  order  to  render  it  inaccessible  to  the  English  shipping. 
The  fortifications  were  in  bad  repair,  many  parts  of  them 
crumbling  down  the  covered  way,  and  several  bastions 
exposed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  enfiladed  by  the  be- 
siegers, and  no  part  of  the  town  secure  from  the  effects 
of  cannonading  and  bombardment.     The  governor  had 
taken  all  the  precautions  in  his  power  to  prevent  a  land- 
ing, by  establishing  a  chain  of  posts,  that  extended  two 
leagues  and  a  half  along  the  most  inaccessible  parts  of . 
,  the  beach :  intrenchments  were  thrown  up,  and  batteries , 
erected ;  but  there  were  some  intermediate  places,  which 
could  not  be  properly  secured,  and  in  one  of  these  the 
English  troops  were  disembarked.  The  disposition  bdng 
made  for  landing,  a  detachment,  in  several  sloops  under 
convoy,  passed  by  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  towards 
Lorembec,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  that 
way,  while  the  landing  should  really  be  effected  on  the 
other  side  of  the  town.     On  the  8th  day  of  June,  the 
troops  being  assembled  in  the  boats  before  day-break,  in 
three  divisions,  several  sloops  and  frigates, .  that  were ' 
^stationed  along  shore  in  the  bay  of  Gabarus,  b^gan  to 
scour  the  beach  with  their  shot;  and  after  the  fire  had 
continued  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  boats,  contain- 
ing the  division  on  the  left,  were  rowed  towards  the  shore, 
und^r  the  command  of  brigadier-genieral  Wolfe,  an  ac- 
complished oflicer,  who,  in  the  sequel,  displayed  very 
extraordinary  proofs  of  military  genius.     At  the  same 
time  the  two  other  divisions,  on  the  right  and  in  the 
centre,  commanded  by  the  brigadiers  Whitmore  and 
Laurence,  made  a  show  of  landing,  in  order  to  divide  and 
distract  the  enemy.    Notwithstanding  an  impetuous  surf, 
by  which  many  boats  were  overset,  and  a  very  severe  fire 
of  cannon  and  musketry  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  which 
did  considerable  execution,  brigadier  Wolfe  piirsued  his 
point  with  admirable  courage  and  deliberation..   The 
6oldiers  leaped  into  the  water  with  the  most  eager  ala- 
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crity,  and^  gaining  the  shore,  attaclced  tlie  enemy  in  such 
a  manner,  that  in  a  few  minutes  they  abandoned  their 
works  and  artillery,  and  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion. 
The  other  divisions  landed  also,  but  not  without  an  ob* 
sti:tiate  opposition ;  and  the  stores,  with  the  artillery,  being 
brought  on  shore,  the  town  of  Louisbourg  was  formally 
invested*  Thedifficulty  of  landing  stores  and  implements 
in  boisterous  wither,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
which  being  marshy,  was  unfit  for  the  conveyance  of 
heavy  cannon,  retarded  the  operations  of  the  si^e.    Mr. 
Amherst  made  his  approaches  with  great  circumspection, . 
securing  his  camp  with  redoubts  and  epaulments  from 
€my  attacks  of  Canadians,  of  which  he  imagined  there 
was  a  considerable  body  behind  him  on  the  island,  as  well 
as  from  the  fire  of  the  French  shipping  in  the  harbour, 
which  would  otherwise  have  annoyed  him  extremely  in 
his  advances. 

^  V.  The  governor  of  Louisbourg  having  desti:;oyed 

the  grand  battery,  which  was  detached  from  the  body  of 

the  place,  and  recalled  his  outposts,  prepared  fc>r  making 

a  vigorous  defence.     A  very  severe  fire,  well-directed, 

was  maintained  against  the  besiegers  and  their  workis, 

from  the  town,  the  island  battery,  and  |he  ships  in  the 

harbour;  and.divers  rallies  were  made,  though  without 

much  effect.     In  the  mean  time,  brigadier  Wolfe,  widi 

a  strong  detachment,  had  marched  round  ike  northneast 

part  of  the  harbour,  and  tak^i  possession  of  the  Light* 

house-point,  where  he  erected  several,  batteries  against 

the  ships  and  the  island  fortification,  which  last  was  soon 

silenced. .  On  the  1 9th  day  of  June,  the  Echo,  a  French 

frigate,  was  taken  by  the  English  cruisers,  after  having 

escaped  from  the  harbour:  firom  the  officers  on  board  erf 

this  ship  the  admiral  learned  that  the  Bizarre,  another 

frigate,  had  sailed  from  thence  on  the  day  of  the  disem^ 

baitation,  and  the  Coinete  had  successfully  followed  liei^ 

example.     Besides  the  regular  approaches  to  ihe  town, 

conducted  by  the  engineers  under  the  immolate  cdin- 
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mand  and  inspection  of  getieral  Amherst,  divers  bitteriea 
were  raised  by  the  detached  corps  under  brig^ier  WoUe^ 
who  ^xerted  himself  with  amazizig  actiTity,  and  griev*- 
ously  incommoded  the  enemy,  both  of  the  fown  and  the 
shipping.  On  the  2 1st  day  of  July,  the  three  great  ships, 
the  Entrej^emant,  Capricieux,  and  Celebre,  were  set  on 
fire  by  a  bomb-shell,  and  bomed  to  ashes^  no  that  none 
remained  but  the  Prudent  and  Bienfaisant,  which  the 
admiral  undertook  to  destroy.  For  this  purpose,  in  the 
night  between  the  25th  and  26th  days  of  the  month,  the 
boats  of  the  squa,dron  were  in  two  divisions  detached  into 
the  harbour,  under  the  command  of  two  young  captains, 
Laforey  and  Balfour.  They  accordingly  penetrated,  ia 
the  dark,  through  a  terrible  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry, 
and  boarded  the  enemy  sword  in  hand.  The  Prudent^ 
being  aground,  was  set  tm.  fife,  and  destrbyed,  but  the 
Bienfaisant  was  towed  out  of  the  harbour  in  triumph; 
In  the  prosecution  of  the  siege,  lihe  admiral  asbd  geaeral 
co-operated  with  remarkable  harmony;  the  former  cheer- 
fully assisting  the  latter  with  caimon  and  other  imple- 
ments; with  detachments  of  marines  to  maintain  postjs 
on  shore,  with  parties  of  seamen  to  act  as  pioneesrs,  and 
concur  in  working  the  guns  and  mortars.  The  fire  of 
the  town  was  mani^ed- with  equal  skill  and  activity^  and 
kept  up  with  great  perseverance;  until,  at  length,  their 
shipping  being  all  taken  and  destroyed,  the  caserns,** 
ruined  in, the  two  principal  bastions,  foort^  put  of  fifty-^ 
two  pieces  of  cannon  dismounted,  broke,  or ,  re&desed 
unserviceable,  and  divers  practicable  breaehes  effected^, 
the  governor,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Amherst,  proposed  a 
capitulation  on  the  same  articles  that  were  granted  teethe 
English  at  Port  Mahon.  In  aiiswer  to  this  proposal  he 
was  given  to  understafid,  that  he  a&d /his  garrison  must 

>>'lt  may  not  be  amids  to  ohanTve,  that  a  cavalieTi  ^nrliick  admiral  Kxiowles'bad 
l»iiilt  at  an  ^foo^r^am  expense  to  the  luUioti,  while  Louisbdiixg  remained  ib  the 
hands  of  the  Elnglish  in  the  last  war,  was,  in  the  course'  of  this  eiege,  entirely 
demoUihed  hy  two  or  three  shots  ttom  jone  of  the  Britii^  'batteries :  sp  s^dinirab^ 
had  this  piece  oflortificafcion  been  eontrived  and  execated,  wider  the  eye  of  that 
profound 'engineer* 

2  d2 
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surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  otherwise  he  might 
next  morning  expect  a  general  assault  by.  the:  shipping 
under  admiral  Boscawen.  The  chevalier  Drucour,  piqued 
at  the  severity  of  these  terms,  replied,  that  he  would, 
rather  than  comply  with  them,  stand  an  assault ;  but  the 
commissary-general,  and  intendant  of  the  colony,  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  traders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
place,  in  consequence  of  which  he  submitted.  On  the 
27th  day  of  July,  three  companies  of  grenadiers,  com- 
manded by  major  Farquhar,  took  possession  of  the  western 
gate;  and  brigadier  Whitmore  was  detached  into  the 
town,  to  see  the  garrison  lay  down,  their  arms,  and  deli- 
ver up  their  colours  on  the.  esplanade,  and. to  post.the 
necessary  guards  on  the  stores,  magazines,  and  ramparts, 
Thus,  at  the  expense  of  about  four,  hundred  men  killed 
and  wounded,  the  English  obtained  possession  of  the 
important  island  of  Cape  Breton,:  and  the  strong  town 
of  Louisbourg,  in  which  the  victors  found  two  hundred 
and  twenty-one  pieces  otcannon,  with  eighteen,  mortars, 
and  a  considerable  quantity >  of  stores  and  ammunition. 
The  merchants  and  inhabitants  were  sent  to  France  in 
English  bottoms ;  but  the  garrison,  together  with  the  sea- 
officers,  marines,  and  mariners,  amoimting.in  all  to  five 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  prisoners,  were 
transported  to  England.  The  loss  of  Louisbourg  was 
the  more  severely  felt  by  the  French  king,  aia  it  had  been 
attended  with  the  destruction  of  so  many  considerable 
ships  and  frigates.  The  particulars  of  this  transaction 
were  immediately  brought  to  England,  in  a  vessel  dis- 
patched for  that  purpose,  with  captain  Amherst,  brother 
to  the  commander,  who  was  also  intrusted  with  eleven 
pair  of  colours  taken  at  Louisbourg.  These  were,  by  his 
majesty's  order,  carried  in  pompoms  parade,  escorted  t^ 
de^chments  of  horse  and  foot-guards,  with  kettle-drums 
and  trumpets,  from  the  palace  of  Kensington  to  St.  Paul's 
cathedral,  where  they  were  deposited  as  trophies,  under 
a  dischcurge  of  cannon,  and  other  noisy  expressions  of 
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triumph  and  exultation.  Indeed  the  public  rejoicings 
for  the  ^conquest  of  Louisbourg  were  diffused  through 
every  part  of  the  British  dominions,  and  addresses  of 
congratulation  were  presented  to  the  king,  by  a  great 
number  of  flourishing  towns  and  corporations. 

§  VI.  After  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton,  some  ships 
were  detached,  with  a  body  of  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant-colonel  lord  Rollo,  to  take  possession 
of  the  island  of  St.  John,  which  also  lies  in  the  gulf  of 
St.  Laurence,  and,  by  its  fertility  in  com  and  cattle,  had; 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  supplied  Quebec  with 
considerable  quantities  of  provision.  It  was  likewise  the 
asylum  to  which  the  French  neutrals  of  Annapolis  fled 
for  sheker  from  the  English  government;  andrthe  retreat 
from  whence  they  and  the  Indians  used  to  make  their 
sudden  irruptions  into  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  perpe- 
trated the  most  inhuman  barbarities  on  the  defenceless 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
amounted  to  four  thousand  one  hundred,  who  submitted 
and  brought  in  their  arms ;  then  lord  Rollo  took  posses- 
sion of  the  governor's  quarters,  where  he  found  several 
iscalps  of  Englishmen,  whom  the  savages  had  assassi- 
nated, inconsequence  of  the  encouragement  they  received 
from  their  French  patrons  and  allies,  who  gratified  them 
with  a  certain  premium  for  every  scalp  they  produced. 
The  island  was  stocked  with  about  ten  thousand  head  of 
black  cattle,  and  some  of  the  farmers  raised  each  twelve 
huiidred  bushels  of  corn  annually  for  the  market  of 

Quebec.  ^  ' 

§  VII.  The  joy  and  satisfaction  arising  from  the  con- 
quest of  Louisbourg  and  St.  John,"  was  not  a  little 
checked  by  the  disaster  which  befel  the  inalin  body  of 
the  British  forces  in  America,  under  the  immediate  con- 
duct of  general  Abercrombie,  who,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  had  proposed  the  reduction  of  the  French 
forts  -on  the  lakes  :George  and  Champlain,  as  the  chief 
objects  of  his  enterprise,  with  «.  view  to  secure  the  firon- 
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tier  of  the  British  colonies,  and  open  a  pajtea^ge  for  the 
future  c(^uest  of  Canada.     In  the  beginning  of  July, 
his  forceis,  amounting  to  near  itvtn  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  teii  thousand  provincials,  embarked  on  the 
Lake  George,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Champlain, 
on  board  of  nine  hundred  batteaux,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  whale-boats,  with  provision,  artillery,  and 
mnmunition ;  several  pieces  of  cannon  being  mounted 
on  rails  to  cover  the  purposed  landing,  which  was  next 
day  effected  without  opposition.     The  general's  design 
was  to  invest  Ticonderoga,  a  fort  situated  on  a  tongue 
of  land,  extending  between  Lake  George  and  a  narrow 
^t  that  communicates  with  Lake  Champlain.     This 
fortificattoit  was,  on  three  sides,  surrounded  with  water, 
and  in  front  nature  had  secured  it  with  a  morass.     The 
English  troops  being  disembarked,  were  immediately 
formed  into,  three  columns,  apd  began  their  march  to 
the  enemy's  adya&ced  post,  conisisting  of  one  baltalibn, 
encamped  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs,  which  they  now 
abandoned  -  with  ptecipitation,  after  haying  set  them  on 
fire,  and  burned  their  tents  and  implemaits.    The  British 
forces  continued  their  march  in  the  same  order ;  but 
the  route  lying  through  a  thick  wood  that  did  not  ad- 
mit of  any  regular  progression.or  passage,  and  the  guides 
proving  extremely  ignorant,  the  troops  were  bewildered, 
and  the  columns  broken  by  falling  in  one  upon  another. 
Lord  Howe  being  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  right 
centre  column,  encountered  a  French  detachment,  who 
had  likewise  lost  their  way  in  the  retreat  from  the  ad- 
vanced post,  and  a  warm  skirmish  eni^uing,  the  enemy 
were  routed  with  considerable  loss,  a  good  number  were 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were'  taken  pri- 
soners^ including  five  ofiicers.     This  petty  advantage 
was  dearly  bought  with  the  loss  of  lord  Howe,  who  fell 
in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  unspeakably  regretted  as 
a  young  nobleman  of  the  most  promising  talents,  who 
had  distinguished  himself  in  a  peculiar  mdnner  by  his 
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4Jourage,. activity,  and  rigid  observation  of  xmlitaiy  dis- 
cipline, and  had  acquired  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
the  soldiery,  by  his  generosity,  sweetness  of  mannei^, 
and  engaging  address.  The  general,  perceiving  .the 
troops  were  greatly  fatigued  and  disordered  from  want 
of  rest  and  refreshment,  thought  it  advisable  to  march 
back  to  the  landing-place,  which  they  reached  about 
eight  in  the  morning.  Then  he  detached  lieutenant- 
colonel  Bradstreet,  with  one  regular  regiment,  six  com- 
panies of  the  Royal  Americans,  with  the  batteau-men, 
and  a  body  of  rangers,  to  take  possession  of  a  saw-mill 
in  the  nighbourhood  of  Ticonderoga,  which  the  enemy 
had  abandoned.  This  post  being  secured,  the  general 
advanced  again  towards  Ticonderoga,  where,  he  un- 
derstood from  the  prisoners,  the  enemy  had  assembled 
eight  battalions,  with  a  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
amounting  in  all  to  six  thousand.  These,  tiiey  said, 
being  encamped  before  the  fort,  were  employed  in 
making  a  formidable  intrenchment,  where  liiey  in- 
tended to  wait  for  a  reinforcement  of  three  thousand 
men,  who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  Levi,  to  .make  a  diversion  on  the  side  of  the  Mo-^ 
hawk  river;**  but,  upon  the  intelligence  of '  Mr.  Aber- 
crombie's  approach,  were  now  recalled  for  the  defence 
of  Ticonderoga.  This  information  determined  the  Eng- 
lish general  to  strike,  if  possible,  some  decisive  stroke 
before  the  juncture  could  be  effected.  He,  therefore, 
early  next  morning,  sent  his  engineer  across  the  river  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  fort,  to  reccmnoitre  the  enemy's 
intrenchments ;  and  he  reported  that  the  works  being 
still  unfinished,  might  be  attempted  with  a  good  proSf 
pect  of  success.  A  disposition  was  made  accordingly 
for  the  attack,  and  after  proper  guards  had  been  left  at 
the  saw-mill  and  the  landing-place,  the  whole  army  was 

i>  This  officer  intended  to  have  made  an  tmxption  through  the  pass  of  Qneidft  on 

^  the  Idohawk  riTer,  but  was  recalled  before  he  could  execute  fai»  design^    General 

Abercrombie  afterward  sent  thither  brigadier  Stanwiz,  with  a  considerablebody 

of  provinciaU,  and  tUu  impoKtint  pass  wm  secured  b:r »  ^  ^^^  *^  ^9^  >inptnr«« 
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tier  of  the  British  cold&ies,  and  opea  a  patea^e'for  the 
future  cobquest  of  Canada.  In  the  beginning  of  July, 
his  forceis,  amounting  to  near  sevto  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  ten  thousand  provincials,  embarked  on  the 
Lake  George,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Chainplain, 
on  board  of  nine  hundred  batteaux,  and  one  hundred 

.  and  thirty-five  whale-boats,  with  provision,  artillery,  and 
ammunition ;  several  pieces  of  cannon  being  mounted 
on  rafts  to  cover  the  purposed  landing,  which  was  next 
day  effected  without  opposition.  The  general's  design 
was  to  invest  Ticonderoga,  a  fort  situated  on  a  tongue 
of  land,  extending  between  Lake  George  and  a  narrow 
^ut  that  communicates  with  Lake  Champlain.  This 
fortificattoit  was,  on  three  sides,  surrounded  with  water, 
end  in  front  nature-  had  secured  it  with  a  morass.  The 
English  troops  being  disembarked,  were  immediately 
formed  into,  three  columns,  apd  began  their  march  to 

'  the  enemy's  adva&ced  post,  consisting  of  one  battalibn, 
encamped  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs,  which  they  now 
abandoned  -  with  ptecipitation,  after  haying  set  them  on 
fire,  and  burned  their  tents  and  implemaits.    The  British 
forces  c^Kutinued  their  march  in  the  same  order ;  but 
the  route  lying  through  a  thick  wood  that  did  not  ad- 
mit of  any  regular  progression.or  passage,  and  the  guides 
proving  extremely  ignorant,  the  troops  were  bewildered, 
and  the  columns  broken  by  falling  in  one  upon  another. 
Lord  Howe  being  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  right 
centre  column,  encoilntered  a  French  detachment,  vi^ho 
had  likewise  lost  their  way  in  the  retreat  from  the  ad- 
vanced post,  and  a  warm  skirmish  enduing,  the  enemy 
were  routed  with  considerable  loss,  a  good  number  were 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were'  taken  pri- 
soners^ including  five  ofiicers.     This  petty  advantage 
was  deadly  bought  with  the  loss  of  lord  Howe,  who  fell 
in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  unspeakably  regretted  as 
a  young  nobleman  of  the  most  promising  talents,  who 
ha4  distinguished  himself  in  a  peculiar  mdiiner  by  jiis 
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4^ourage^.actiyity,  and  rigid  observation  of  xmlitary  dis- 
cipline, and  had  acquired  the  esteem  and  afiectidn  of 
the  soldiery,  by  his  generosity,  s^reetness  of  mannei^, 
and  engaging  address.  The  general,  perceiving  .the 
troops  were  greatly  fatigued  and  disordered  from  want 
of  rest  and  refreshment,  thought  it  advisable  to  march 
back  to  the  landing-place,  which  they  reached  about 
eight  in  the  morning.  Then  he  detached  lieutenant- 
colonel  Bradstreet,  with  one  rfegukur  regiment,  six  com- 
panies of  the  Royal  Americans,,  with  the  batteau-men, 
and  a  body  of  rangers,  to  take  possession  of  a  saw-mill 
in  the  nighbourhood  of  Ticonderoga,  which  the  enemy 
had  abandoned.  This  post  being  secured,  the  general 
advanced  again  towards  Ticonderoga,  where,  he  un- 
derstood from  the  prisoners,  the  enemy  had  assembled 
eight  battalions,  with  a  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
amounting  in  all  to  six  thousand.  These,  they  said, 
being  encamped  before  the  fort,  were  employed  in 
making  a  formidable  intrenchment,  where  they  in- 
tended to  wait  for  a  reinforcement  of  three  thousand 
men,  who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  Levi,  to  .make  a  diversion  on  the  side  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river;**  but,  upon  the  intelligence  of '  Mr,  Aber- 
crombie's  approach,  were  now  recalled  for  the  defence 
of  Ticonderoga.  This  information  detennined  the  Eng- 
lish general  to  strike,  if  possible,  some  decisive  stroke 
before  tlie  juncture  could  be  effected.  He,  therefore, 
early  next  morning,  sent  his  engineer  across  the  river  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  fort,  to  reccmnoitre  the  enemy's 
intrenchments  ;  and  he  reported  that  the  works  being 
still  unfinished,  might  be  attempted  with  a  good  pros-r 
pect  of  success.  A  disposition  was  made  accordingly 
for  the  attack,  and  after  proper  guards  had  been  left  at 
the  saw-mill  and  the  landing-place,  the  whole  army  was 

*  This  officer  intended  to  have  made  an  tmxption  through  the  pass  of  Qneidii  o& 

^  th9  Mohawk  river,  but  was  recalled  before  he  could  execute  Jiija  design^    General 

Abercrombie  afterward  sent  thither  brigadier  Stanwiz,  with  a  considerable  body 

of  pxpTineiaU,  and  thu  isipoKtant  pass  wiw  secured  by  9  foft  boiK^  »t  ^t  jijnpfnre. 
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tier  of  the  British  calories,  and  opm  a  paitea^e  for  the 
future  cobquest  of  Canada.  In  the  beginning  of  July, 
his  forceis,  amounting  to  near  sev^n  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  teii  thousand  provincials,  embarked  on  the 
Lake  George,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Cbamplain, 
m  board  of  nine  hundred  batteaux,  and  one  hundred 

.  and  thirty-five  whale-boats,  with  provision,  artillery,  and 
ammunition ;  several  pieces  of  cannon  being  mounted 
on  rafts  to  cover  the  purposed  landing,  which  was  tiext 
day  effected  without  opposition.  The  general's  design 
was  to  iuvest  Ticonderoga,  a  fort  situated  on  a  tongue 
of  land,  extending  between  Lake  George  and  a  narrow 
^ut  that  communicates  with  Lake  Champlain.  This 
fortificattoit  was,  on  three  sides,  surrounded  with  wat^r, 
ajad  in  front  nature-  had  secured  it  with  a  morass.  The 
English  troops  being  disembarked,  were  immediately 
formed  into,  three  columns,  apd  began  their  march  to 

'  the  enemy's  adya&ced  post,  consisting  of  one  battalibn, 
encamped  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs,  which  they  now 
abandoned '  with  ptecipitation,  after  having  set  them  on 
fire,  aiid  burned  their  tents  and  implemaits.  The  British 
forces  continued  their  march  in  the  same  order ;  but 
the  route  lying  through  a  thick  wood  that  did  not  ad- 
mit of  any  regular  progressionor  passage,  and  the  guides 
proving  extremely  ignorant,  the  troops  were  bewildered, 
and  the  columns  broken  by  falling  in  one  upon  another. 
Lord  Howe  being  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  right 
^centre  column,  encountered  a  French  detachment,  who 
had  likewise  lost  their  way  in  the  retreat  from  the  ad- 
vanced post,  and  a  warm  skirmish  enduing,  the  enemy 
were  routed  with  considerable  loss,  a  good  number  were 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were'  taken  pri- 
soners^ including  five  ofiicers.  This  petty  advantage 
was  dearly  bought  with  the  loss  of  lord  Howe,  who  fell 
in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  unspeakably  regretted  as 
a  young  nobleman  of  the  most  promising  talents,  who 
had  distinguished  himseU*  in  a  peculiar  mdimer  by  jhis 
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4^ourage^.activityy  and  rigid  observation  of  xnilitaiy  dis- 
cipline, and  had  acqmred  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
the  soldiery,  by  his  generosity,  s^reetness  of  mannens, 
and  engaging  address.  The  general,  perceiving  .the 
troops  were  greatly  fatigued  and  disordered  from  want 
of  rest  and  refreshment,  thought  it  advisable  to  march 
back  to  the  landing-place,  which  diey  reached  about 
eight  in  the  morning.  Then  he  detached  lieutenant- 
colonel  Bradstreet,  with  one  regular  regiment,  six  com- 
panies of  the  Royal  Americans,  with  the  batteau-men, 
and  a  body  of  rangers,  to  take  possession  of  a  saw-mill 
in  the  nighbourhood  of  Ticonderoga,  which  the  enemy 
had  abandoned.  This  post  being  secured,  the  general 
advanced  again  towards  Ticonderoga,  where,  he  un- 
derstood from  the  prisoners,  the  enemy  had  assembled 
eight  battalions,  with  a  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
amounting  in  all  to  six  thousand.  These,  they  said, 
being  encamped  before  the  fort,  were  employed  in 
making  a  formidable  intrenchment,  where  they  in- 
tended to  wait  for  a  reinforcement  of  three  thousand 
men,  who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  Levi,  to  .make  a  diversion  on  the  side  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river;**  but,  upon  the  intelligence  of '  Mr.  Aber- 
crombie's  approach,  were  now  recalled  for  the  defence 
of  Ticonderoga.  This  information  determined  the  Eng- 
lish general  to  strike,  i(  possible,  some  decisive  stroke 
before  the  jimcture  could  be  effected.  He,  therefore, 
early  next  morning,  sent  his  engineer  across  the  river  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  fort,  to  reccmnoitre  the  enemy's 
intrenchments ;  and  he  reported  that  the  works  being 
still  unfinished,  might  be  attempted  with  a  good  pros-r 
pect  of  success.  A  disposition  was  made  accordingly 
for  the  attack,  and  after  proper  guards  had  been  left  at 
(tie  saw-inill  and  the  landing-place,  the  whole  army  was 

*  This  officer  intended  to  have  made  an  irruption  through  the  pass  of  Qneida  on 

'  th9  Mohawk  river,  but  was  recalled  before  he  could  execute  Jiija  design^    General 

Abercrombie  afterward  sent  thither  brigadier  Stanwix,  with  a  considerable  body 

of  prpvineials,  and  this  important  pasi  wiw  secund  b^  a  foft  bi^lt  at  ^t  jUnptnrt. 
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tier  of  the  British  calories,  and  open  a  patea^e'for  the 
future  conquest  of  Canada.     In  the  beginning  of  July, 
his  forces,  amountii^  to  near  sev^n  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  ten  thousand  provincials,  embarked  on  the 
Lake  George,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lftke  Cbamplain, 
on  board  of  nine  hundred  batteaux,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  whale-boats,  with  provision,  artillery,  and 
mnmunition ;  several  pieces  of  cannon  being  mounted 
on  rafts  to  cover  the  purposed  landing,  which  was  next 
day  effected  without  opposition.     The  general's  design 
was  to  invest  Ticonderoga,  a  fort  situated  on  a  tongue 
of  land,  extending  between  Lake  George  and  a  narrow 
^ut  that  communicates  with  Lake  Champlain.     This 
fortificattoit  was,  on  three  sides,  surrounded  with  wat^r, 
ajad  in  front  nature*  had  secured  it  with  a  morass.     The 
English  troops  being  disembarked,  were  immediately 
formed  into  three  columns,  apd  began  their  march  to 
the  ^emy's  adya&ced  post,  conisisting  of  one  battalibn, 
encamped  behind  ai  breastwork  of  logs,  which  they  now 
abandoned '  with  ptecipitation,  after  haying  set  them  on 
fire,  and  burned  their  tents  and  implemaits.    The  British 
forces  continued  their  march  in  the  same  order ;  but 
the  route  lying  through  a  thick  wood  that  did  not  ad- 
mit of  any  regular  progressionor  passage,  and  the  guides 
proving  extremely  ignorant,  the  troops  were  bewildered, 
and  the  columns  broken  by  falling  in  one  upon  ano&er. 
Lord  Howe  being  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  right 
<Dentre  column,  encoiintered  a  French  detachment,  vi^ho 
had  likewise  lost  their  way  in  the  retreat  from  the  ad- 
vsmced  post,  and  a  warm  skirmish  enduing,  the  enemy 
were  routed  with  considerable  loss,  a  good  number  were 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were'  taken  pri- 
soners^ including  five  officers.     This  petty  advantage 
was  dearly  bought  with  the  loss  of  lord  Howe,  who  fell 
in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  unspeakably  regretted  as 
a  young  nobleman  of  the  most  promising  talents,  who 
had  distinguished  himself  in  a  peculiar  mdnner.  by  jhis 
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4^ourage^.actiyity,  and  rigid  observation  of  military  dis- 
cipline,  and  had  acquired  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
the  soldiery,  by  his  generosity,  sweetness  of  manneris, 
and  engaging  address.  The  general,  perceiving  .the 
troops  were  greatly  fatigued  and  disordered  from  want 
of  rest  and  refreshment,  thought  it  advisable  to  march 
back  to  the  landing-place,  which  they  reached  about 
eight  m  the  morning.  Then  he  detached  lieutenant- 
colonel  Bradstreet,  with  one  rfegukur  regiment,  six  com- 
panies of  the  Royal  Americans,  with  {iie  batteau-men, 
and  a  body  of  rangers,  to  take  possession  of  a  saw-mill 
in  the  nighbourhood  of  Ticonderoga,  which  the  enemy 
had  abandoned.  This  post  being  secured,  the  general 
advanced  again  towards  Ticonderoga,  where,  he  un- 
derstood from  the  prisoners,  the  enemy  had  assembled 
eight  battalions,  with  a  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
,  amounting  in  all  to  six  thousand.  Tkese,  tiiey  S€dd, 
being  encamped  before  the  fort,  were  employed  in 
making  a  formidable  intrenchment,  where  they  in- 
tended to  wait  for  a  reinforcement  of  three  thousand 
men,  who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  Levi,  to  .make  a  diversion  on  the  side  of  the  Mo-^ 
hawk  river;**  but,  upon  the  intelligence  of'Mr.  Aber- 
crombie's  approach,  were  now  recalled  for  the  defenoe 
of  Ticonderoga.  This  information  determined  the  Eiig- 
lish  general  to  strike,  if  possible,  some  decisive  stroke 
before  the  juncture  could  be  eflfected.  He,  therefore, 
early  next  morning,  sent  his  engineer  across  the  river  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  fort,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's 
intrenchments  ;  and  he  reported  that  the  works  being 
still  unfinished,  might  be  attempted  with  a  good  pros-r 
pect  of  success.  A  disposition  was  made  accordingly 
for  the  attack,  and  after  proper  guards  had  been  left  at 
the  saw-mill  and  the  landing-place,  the  whole  army  was 

i»  This  officer  intended  to  have  made  an  irruption  through  the  pasB  of  Qn^da  on 

^  th9  Mohawk  river,  but  was  recalled  before  he  could  execute  hi3  denffi^    General 

Abererombie  afterward  sent  thither  brigadier  Stanwix,  with  a  considerable  body 

of  pxpTincialfl,  and  tMa  impoKtant  pass  wm  flecorvd  t^  l^  to  Wii  at  iki^t  ji|9ptnre. 
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put ,  in  motion.  They  advanced  with  great  alacttty  to- 
wards the  intrenchment,  which,  however,  they  found 
altogether  impracticable.  The  breastwork  was  raii^ed 
eight  feet  high,  and  the  ground  before  it  covered  with 
an  abbattis,  or  felled  trees,  with  their  boughs  pointing 
outwards,  and  projecting  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render 
the  intrenchment  almost  inaccessible.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  discouraging  diflGiculties,  the  British  troops 
marched  up  to  the  assault  with  an  undaunted  resolution, 
and  sustained  a  terrible  fire  without  flinching.  They 
endeavoured  to  cut  their  way  through  these  embarrass- 
ments with  their  swords,  and  some  of  them  even 
mounted  the  parapet ;  but  the  enemy  were  so  well  co- 
vered, that  they  could  deliberately  direct  their  fire  with- 
out the  least  danger  to  themselves :  the  carnage  was 
therefore  considerable,  and  the  troops  began  to  fall  into 
confusion,  after  several  repeated  attacks,  which  lasted 
above  four  hours,  under  the  most  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances. The  general^  by  this  time,  saw  plainly 
that  no  hope  of  success  remained ;  and,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  total  defeat,  took  measures  for  the  retreat  of  the 
army,  which  retired  unmolested  to  their  former  camp; 
with  the  loss  of  about  eighteen  hundred  men  killed  or 
wounded,  including  a  great  number  of  officers.  Every 
corps  of  regular  troops  behaved,  on  this  unfortunate 
occasion,  with  remarkable  intrepidity ;  but  the  greatest 
loss  was  sustained  by  lord  John  Murray's  Highland 
regiment,  of  which  above  one  half  of  the  private  men, 
and  twenty- five  ofl&cers,  were  either  slain  upon  the  spot, 
or  desperately  wounded.  Mr.  Abercrombie,  unwilling 
to  stay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy  witit  forces 
v^hich  had  received  such  a  dispiriting  check,  retired  to 
his  batteaux,  and  re-embarking  the  troops,  returned  to 
the  camp  at  Lake  George,  from  whence  he  had  taken 
his  departure.  Censure,  which  always  attends  miscar- 
•  riage,  did  not  spare  the  character  of  this  commander  : 
his  attack  was  condemned  as  rash,  and  hi&  retreat  as  pu-. 
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sillanimous.  In  such  case  allowances  must  be  made 
for  the  peevishness  of  disappointment,  and  the  clamour  • 
of  connexion.  How  far  Mr.  Abercrombie  acquitted 
himself  in  the  duty  of  a  general,  we  shall  not  pretend  to 
determine ;  but  if  he  could  depend  upon  the  courage 
and  discipline  of  his  forces,  he  surely  had  nothing  to  fear, 
after  the  action,  from  the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  to 
whom  he  would  have  been  superior  in  number,  eVen 
though  they  had  been  joined  by  the  expected  reinforce- 
ment :  he  might,  therefore,  have  remained  on  the  spot, 
in  order  to  execute  some  other  enterprise  when  he  should 
be  reinforced  in  his  turn ;  for  general  Amherst  no  sooner 
heard  of  his  disaster,  than  he  returned  with  the  troops 
from  Cape  Breton  to  England,  after  having  left  a  strong 
garrison  in  Louisbourg.  At  the  head  of  six  regiments 
he  began  his  march  to  Albany,  about  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, in  order  to  join  the  forces  on  the  lake,  that  they 
micrht  undertake  some  other  service  before  the  season 
should  be  exhausted. 

§  VIII.  In  the  mean  time,  general  Abercrombie  had 
detached  lieutenant-colonel  Bradstreet,  with  a  body  of 
three  thousand  men,  chi^y  provincials,  to  execute  a 
plan  which  this  officer  had  formed  against  Cadaraqui,  or 
Fort  Frontenac,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
St.  Laurence,  just  where  it  takes  its  origin  from  the  lake 
Ontario.  To  the  side  of  this  lake  he  penetrated  with  his 
detachment,  and  embarking  in  some  sloops  and  batteaux, 
provided  for  the  purpose,  landed  within  a  mile  of  Fort 
Frontenac,  the  gatrison  of  which,  consisting  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  men,  with  a  few  Indians,  immediately  sur- 
rendered at  discretion.  Considering  the  importance  of 
this  post,  which,  in  a  great  measure,  commianded  the 
mouth  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and  served  as  a  maga- 
zine to  the  more  southern  castles,  the  French  general 
was  inexcusable  for  leaving  it  in  such  a  defenceless  con- 
dition. The  fortification  itself  was  inconsiderable  and 
ill  contrived ;  nevertheless,  it  contained  sixty  pieces  of 
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cannoBi  sixteen  sm^U  mortars^  with  ao  iimpeoie  quan- 
tity of  merdiaadiseand  provisions,  deposited  for  the  u£^ 
pf  the  French  force3  detached  against  brigadier  Forbes, 
their  western  garrisons,  and  Indian  allies,  as  well  as  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  corps  commanded  by  M.  de  Levi, 
pn  his  enterprise  ^^inst  the  Mohawk  river.  Mr,  Brad- 
street  not  only  reduced  the  fort  without  bloodshed,  but 
fdsp  made  himself  master  of  all  the  enemy's  shipping  on 
the  lake,  amounting  to  nine  armed  vessels,  some  of  which 
(Qarried  eighteen  guns.  Two  of  these  Mr.  Bradstreet 
conveyed  to  Oswego,  whither  he  returned  Mrith  his 
troops,  after  he  had  destroyed  Fort  Frontenac,  with  all 
the  artillery,  stores,  provision,  and  merchandise,  which 
it  contained.  In  consequence  of  this  exploit,- the  French 
troops  to  the  southward  were  exposed  to  the  haz^d  of 
starving;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  general's 
]:eason  for  giving  orders  to  abandon  and  destroy  a  fort, 
i^hidi,  if  properly  strengthened  and  sustained,  might 
have  rendered  the  English  masters .  of  the  lake  Ontario, 
lOid  grievously  harassed  the  enemy,  both  in  their  com- 
merce, and  expeditions  to  the  westward.  Indeed,  great 
part  of  the  Indian  trade  centred  at  Frontenac,  to  which 
place  the  Indians  annually  repaired  from  all  parts  of 
America,  sonje  of  them  at  the  distance  of  a  thousand 
miles,  ajid  here  exchanged  their  furs  for  European  com- 
modities. So  much  did  the  French  traders  excel  the 
English  in  the  art  of  conciliating  the  aflfection  of  those 
savage  tribes,  that  great  part  of  them,  in  their  yearly 
progress  to  this  remote  market,  actually  passed  by  the 
British,  settlement  of  Albany,  in  New  York,  where  they 
might  have  been  supplied  with  wh^t  articles  they  wanted, 
mtfch  more  cheap  than  they  could  purchase  them  at 
Frontenac  or  Montreal ;  nay, '  the  French  traders  used 
to  furnish  themselves^  with  those  very  commodities  from 
the  jnerchants  of  New  York,  and  found  this  trafl^  much 
more  prpfitable  than  that  of  prpcuring  the  same  artiqles 
frpin  France,  loaded  with  the  expense  of  a  tedious  and 
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dangercms  navigatiaii,  frem  the  sea  to  tbe  source  of  the 
river  St.  Lwrenc^. 

§  IX.  In  all  probability,  the  destruction  of  Frontenac 
facilitated  the  expedition  against  Fort  du  Quesne,  in- 
trusted to  the  conduct  of  brigadier  Forbes,  who,  with 
his  little  army,  began  his  march  in  the  beginning  of  July 
from  Philadelphia  for  the  river  Ohio,  a  prodigious  tract 
of  country  very  little  known,  destitute  of  military  roads, 
encumbered  with  mountains,  morasses,  and  woods,  that 
were  almost  impenetrable.  It  was  not  without  incredi- 
ble exertion  of  industry,  that  he  procured  provisions  and 
carriasres  for  this  expedition,  formed  new  roads,  extended 
scouting  parties,  Z^r^  cimps,  and  surmounted  many 
other  difficulties  in  the  course  of  his  tedious  mitrch, 
during  which  he  wsus  also  harassed  by  small  detachments 
of  the  enemy's  Indians.  Having  penetrated  wifh  the 
main  body  as  far  as  Ray's  Town,  at  the  distance  of  ninety 
miles  from  Fort  du  Quesne,  and  advanced  colonel  Bou- 
quet;  with  two  thousand  men,  about  fifty  miles  farther, 
to  a  place  called  LyaJ-Henning,  this  officer  detached 
major  Grant,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  men,  to  re- 
connoitre the  fort  and  its  out- works.  The  enemy  per- 
ceiving him  approach,  sent  a  body  of  troops  against  him, 
sufficieilt  to  surround  his  whole  detachment :  a  very 
severe  action  began,  which  the  English  maintained  with 
their  usual  courage  for  three  hours,  against  cruel  odds ; 
but^t  length,  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were 
obliged  to  give  way,  and  retired  in  disorder  to  Lyal-Hen- 
ning,  with  the  loss  of  about  three  hundred  men  killed 
or  tak^i,  including  major  Grant,  who  was  carried  pri- 
i^ner  to  Fort  du  Quesne,  and  nineteen  officers.  Not- 
withstanding this  mortifying  check,  brigadier  Forbes  ad- 
vanced with  the  army,  resolved  to  prosecute  his  opera- 
tions with  vigour;  but  the  enemy,  dreading  the  pros- 
pect of  a  siege,  disttianifed  and'  abandoned  the  fort,  and 
retired  down  ithe  rivet  Ohio,  to  theif  settlements  on  the 
Mississippi.     They  quitted  the  fort  c»  the  24th  day  of 
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November,  and  next  day  it  was  possessed  by  the  Britisli 
forces.  As  for  the  Indians  of  this  country,  they,  seemed 
heartily  to  renounce  their  connexions  with  France,  and 
be  perfectly  reconciled  to  the  government  of  his  Britan-. 
nic  majesty.  Brigadier  Forbes  having  repaired  the  fort, 
changed  its  name  from  Du  Quesne  to  Pittsburgh,  secured 
it  with  a  garrison  of  provincials,  and  concluded  treaties^ 
of  friendship  and  alliance  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Then 
he  marched  back  to  Philadelphia,  and  in  his  retreat  built 
a  block-housfe,  near  Lyal-Henning,  for  the .  defence  of 
Pennsylvania  ,*  but  he  himself  did  not  long  survive  these 
transactions,  his  constitution  having  been  exhausted  by 
the  incredible  fatigues  of  the  service.  ,  Thus  have  we 
given  a  particular  detail  of  all  the  remarkable  operations 
by  which  this  campaign  was  distinguished  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America.  The  reader  will  be  <Jonvinced,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  defeat  at  Ticonderoga,  and  the  dis- 
aster of  the  advanced  party  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort 
du  Quesne,  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  acquired  many  im- 
portant advantages ;  and,  indeed,  paved  the  way  for  the 
reduction  of  Quebec,  and  conquest  of  all  Canada.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  admirals  Boscawen  and  Hardy;  having 
left  a  considerable  squadron  at  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia^ 
returned  with  four  ships  of  the  line  to  England,  where 
they  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  November,  after  having 
given  chase  to  six  large  French  ships,  which  they  de- 
scried to  the  ^westward  of  Scilly,  but  could  not  overtake 
or  bring  to  an  engagement.  . 

§  X.  The  conquest  of  the  French  settlement  in  the 
river  Senegal  being  deemed  imperfect  and  incomplete, 
whilst  France  still  kept  possession  of  the  island  of  Goree, 
the  ministry  of  Great  Britain  resolved  to  crown  the  cam- 
paign in  Africa  with  the  reduction  of  that  fortress;  For 
this  purpose  commodore  Keppel,  brother,  to  the  earl  of 
Albermarle,  was  vested  with  the  command  of  a  squadron 
consisting  of  four  ships  of  the  line,  several  frigates,  two 
bomb-ketches,  and  some  transports^  haying  oa  board 
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seven  Hundred  men  of  the  regular  troops^  commanded 
by  colonel  Worge,  and  embarked  in  the  harbour  of  Cork 
in  Ireland,  from  whence  this  whole  armament  took  their 
departure  on  the  1 1th  day  of  November.  After  a  tem- 
pestuous passage,  in  which  they  touched  at  the  isle  of 
TeneriflFe,  they  arrived  at  Goree  in  the  latter  end  of 
December,  and  the  commodore  made  a  disposition  for 
attacking  this  island,  which  was  remarkably  strong  by 
nature,  but  very  indifferently  fortified.  Goree  is  a  small 
barren  island,  extending  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  length,  of  a  triangular  form :  and  on  the  south-west 
side  rising  into  a  rocky  hill,  on  which  the  paltry  fort  of" 
St  Michael  is  situated.  There  isanother,  still  more  in- 
considerable, called  St.  Francis,  towards  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  the  island;  and  several  batteries  were  raised 
around '  its  sweep,  mounted  with  about  -  one  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  four  mortars.  The  French  go- 
vernor, M.  de  St.  Jean,  had  great  plenty -of  ammunition, 
and  his  garrison  amounted  to  about  three  hundred  men, 
exclusive  of  as  many  negro  inhabitants.  The  flat-bot- 
tomed boats,  for  disembarking  the  troops,^  being  hoisted 
out,  and  disposed  along-side  of  the  difierent  transports, 
the  commodore  stationed  his  ships  on  the  west  side  of 
the  island,  and  the  engagement  began  with  a  shell  from 
one  of  the  ketches.  This  was  a  signal  for  the  great  ships, 
which  poured  in  their  broadsides  without  intermission, 
and  the  fire  was  returned  with  equal  vivacity  from  all  the 
batteries  of  the  island.  In  the  course  of  the  action,  the 
cannonading  from  the  ships  became  so  severe  and  terri- 
ble, that  the  French^rrison  deserted  their  quarters,  in 
spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  governor,  who  acquitted 
himself  like  a  man  of  honour ;  but  he  was  obliged  to 
'strike  his  colours,  and  surrender  at  discretion,  after  a 
i^hort  but  warm  dispute,  in  which  the  loss  of  the  British 
^commodore  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  success  of  the  day  was  the  more  extra- 
jordinary,  as  the  French  garrison  had  not  lost  a  man^ 
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except  one  negvo  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  bomb-shelly 
and  the  number  of  their  wounded  was  yery  inconsider- 
able. While  tiie  attack  lasted,  the  opposite  shore  of  the 
continent  was  lined  with  a  concourse  of  negroes,  .aissem- . 
bled  to  view  the  combat,  who  expressed  their  sentiments 
and  surprise  in  loud  clamour  and  uncouth  gesticulations, 
and  seemed  to  be.  unpressed  with  awe  and  astonishment 
at  the  power  and  ^Lecution  of  the  British  squd.dron.  The 
French  colours  being  struck,  as  a  signal  of  submis»on, 
the  commodore  sent  a  detachment  of  marines  on  shore, 
who  disarmed  the  garrison,  and  hoisted  the  British  flag 
upon  the  castle  of  St  Michael.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
governor  and  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  were  secured 
among  the  shippings  Thus  the  important  island  of  Go- 
ree  fell  into  the  hsiods  of  the  English,  together  with  two 
trading  vessels  that  chanced  to  be  at  anchor  in  the  road, 
and  stores,  money,  and  merchandise,  to  the  value  of 
20,000/.  Part  of  the  tioops  being  left  in  garrison  at 
Gioree,  under  the  command  of  major  Newton,  together 
with  three  sloops  for  his  service,  the  squadron  being 
watered  and  refreshed  from  the  continent,  that  part  of 
which  is  governed  by  one  of  the  Jaiof  kings,  and  the 
prisoners,  with  their  baggagie,  being  dismissed  in  three 
cartel  ships  to  France,  the  t^ommodore  set  sail  for  Sene- 
gal, and  reinforced  Fort  Louis  with  the  rest  of  the  troops 
under  colonel  Worge,  who  was-at  this  juncture  favoured 
with  a  visit  by  the  king  of  Legibelli ;  but  veiy  little  pains 
were  taken  to  dismiss  this  potentate  in  good  humour,  *or 
maintain  the- disposition  he  professed  to  favour  the  com-^ 
merce  o^  Great  Britain.  True  it  is,  he  was  desirous  of 
engaging  the  English  in  his  quarrels  with  some  neigh* 
bouriag  nations ;  and  such  engagements  were  cautiously 
and  politically  avoided,  because  it  was  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain  to  be  upon  good  terms  with  every  African 
prince  who  could  promote  and  extend  the  cominerce  of 
her  subjects. 
§  XI.  Commodore  Keppe^l  having  reduced  Goree; 
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•  and  reinforced  the  garrison  of  Setie^l,  returned  loEmg^ 
land,  where  all  his  diips  arrived,  after  a  very  tempestuouid 
vojrage,  in  which  the  squadron  had  been  dispersed^ 
This  expedition,  however  successful  in  the  main,  was 
attended  with  one  misfortime,  the  loss  of  the  Lichfield 
ship  of  war,  commanded  by  captain  Barton,  which,  toge*   _ 
ther  with  one  tjransport  and  a  bomb-tender,  was  wrecked 
on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  about  nine  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  Sa%,  in  the  dominions  of  Morocco.     One  hun- , 
dred  and  thirty  men,  including  «eVCTai  officers,  perilled 
on  this  occasion ,-  but  the  captain  and  the  rest  of  the 
company,  to  the  number  df  two  hundred  and  twenty, 
made  shift  to  reach  the  shore,  wbel^  tiiey  ran  tbe  risk 
of  starving,  and  were  cruelly  used  bythe  natives,  aldiougli 
a  treaty  of  peace  at  that  time  subsiisted  between  Gr^it 
Britain  and  Moitacco  ;  nay,  Ihey  were  even  enslaved  by 
the  emperor,  who  detained  them  in  captivity  until  they 
were  ransomed  by  the  British  government :  so  little  de*- 
'^pendance  can.be  placed  on  the  faith  of  such  barbariaii 
princ^,  with  whom  it  is  even  a  disgrace  for  any  civilized 
nation  io  be  iti  alliance,  whatever  commercial  advantages 
may  arise  firom  the  connexion. 

^  XII.  The  incidents  of  the  war  that  happened  in  the 
West  Indies,  during  ihesre  occurrences,  may  be  reduced 
to  a  small  compass.  Nothing  extraordinary  was  achieved 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jamaica,  virhere  admiral  Coates 
ocitomanded  a  small  squadron,  from  which  he  detachied  ' 
craisfers  occasionally  for  the  proteclionof  the  British  com* 
merce ;  and^at  Anti^a  the  trade  was  e^Sectaally  secuted 
by  the  vigilance  of  captain  Tjrrrel,  whose  couir^la  ami 
activity  were  equal  to  his  conduct  and  circumspection; 
In  the  month  of  March,  this-gdntil^mahj  with  his  own 
ship  the  Buckingham,  and  the  Cambridge,  another  of 
the  line,  demolished  a  fort  on  the  island  of  Martinique^ 
and  destroyed  four  privateers  riding  under  its  protectibn ; 
but  his  valour  appeared  much  more  oonspicuouss  in  a  sub- 
nequent  engagement  which  happened  in  the  month  €(f 
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l^ovember.  Being  detached  on  aicruise  in  bis  own  ship, 
the  Buckiib^ham^  by  commodore  Moore,  who  command- 
ed at  the  teeward  islands,  he  fell  in  with  the  Weazle 
sloop,  commanded  by  captain  Boles,  between  the  islands 
of  Montserrat  and  Guadaloupe,  and  immediately  disco- 
vered a  fleet  of  nineteen  sail,  under  convoy  of  a  French 
ship  of  war  carrying  seventy-four  cannon,  and  two  large 
frigates.  Captain  Tyrrel  immediately  gave  chase  with 
all  the  sail  he  could  carry,  and  the  Weazle  running  close 
to  thie  enemy,  received  a  whole  broadside  from  the  large 
"  ship,  which,  however,  she  sustained  without  much  da- 
mage;  nevertheless,  Mr.  Tyrrel  ordered  her  commander 
to  keep  aloof,  as  he  could  not  be  supposed  able  to  bear 
the  shock  of  large  metal,  and  he  himself  prepared  for 
the  engagement.  The  enemy's  large  ship,  the  Floris- 
sant, though  of  much  greater  force  than  the  Buckingham, 
instead  of  lying-to  for  his  coming  up,  made  a  running 
fight  with  her  stem  chase,  while  the  two  frigates  annoyed 
him  in  his  course,  sometimes  raking  him  fore  and  afl:,  • 
and  sometimes  lying  on  his  quarter.  At  length  he  came 
alongside  of  the  Florissant,  within  pistol-shot,  and 
poured  in  a  whole  broadside,  which  did  considerable 
execution.  The  salutation  was  returned  with  equal 
vivacity,  and  a  furious  engagement  ensued.  Captain 
Tyrrel  was  wounded  in  the  face,  and  lost  three  fingers 
of  his  right  hand;  so  that,  being  entirely  disabled,  he 
was  obliged  to  delegate  the  command  of  th6  ship  to  his 
first  lieutenant  Mr.  Marshal,  who  continued  the  battle 
with  great  gallantry  until  he  lost  hislife :  then  the  charge 
'devolved  to  the  second  lieutenant,  who  acquitted  himself 
'with  equal  honour,  and  sustained  a  desperate  fight 
against  three  ships  of  the  enemy.  The  ofiicers  and  crew 
of  the  Buckingham  exerted  themselves  with  equal  vigour 
and  deliberation,  and  captain  Troy,  who  commanded  a 
detiatchment  of  marines  on  the  pcfop,  plied  his  small  arms 
so  effectually,  as  to  .drive  the  French  from  their  quar- 
ters.    At  length  confusion^  terror,  and  uproar,  prevailing 
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on  board  the  Florissant,  her  firing  ceased,  and  her  co- 
lours were  hauled  down  about  twilight ;  but  her  com- 
mander perceiving  that  the  Buckingham  w«5  too  much 
damaged  in  her  rigging  to  pursue  in  any  hope  of  success, 
ordered  all  his  sails  to  be  set,  and  fled  in  the  dark  with 
his  two  consorts.  Nothing  but  this  circumstance  could 
hfive  prevented  a  British  ship  of  sixty-five  guns,  indif- 
ferently manned  in  respect  to  number,  from  taking  a 
French  ship  of  the  line,  mounted  with  seventy-four' 
pieces  of  cannon,  provided  with  seven  hundred  men, 
and  assisted  by  two  large  frigates,  one  of  thirty-eight 
guns,  and  the,  other  wanting  two  of  this  number.  The 
loss  of  the  Buckingham  in  this  action  did  not  exceed 
twenty  men  killed  and  wounded ;  whereas  the  number 
of  the  slain  on  board  the  Florissant  did  not  fall  short  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty,  and  that  of  her  wounded  is  said 
to  have  exceeded-three  hundred.  She  was  so  disabled 
in  her  hull,  that  she  could  hardly  be  kept  afloat  until 
she  reached  Martinique,  where  she  was  repaired ;  and 
the  largest  frigate,  together  with  the  loss  of  forty  men, 
received  such  damage  as  to  be  for  some  time  quite  un- 
serviceable. 

.  §  XIII.  In  the  East  Indies,  the  transactions  of  the  war 
were  chequered  with  a  variety  of  success ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  the  designs  of  the  enemy  were  entirely  defeated. 
The  French  commander,  M.  de  Bussy,  had,  in  the  year 
1766,  quarrelled  with  Salabatzing,  viceroy  of  Decan, 
because  this  last  would  not  put  him  in  possession  of  th^ 
fortress  of  Golconda.  In  the  course  of  the  next  year; 
while  the  English  forces  were  employed  in  Bengal,  M^de 
Bussy  made  himself  master  of  the  British  factories  o^ 
Ingeram,  Bandermalanka,  and  Vizagapatam,  ^  and  the 
reduction  of  this  last  left  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
whole  coast  of  Coromandel,  from  Ganjam  to  Massula- 
patam.  While  a  body  of  the  English  compauy's  forces, 
under  captain  Caillaud,  endeavoured  to  re4uce  the  im- 
portant fortress  and  town  of  Madura,  the  French,  under 
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M.  d'Atiieiiil,  invested  Trichmopoly.  OaiHauft  no  sooner 
received  intelligence  of  the  danger  to  which. thi»plac* 
was  expos^,  than  he  hastened  to  its  relief,  and  obliged 
the  enemy  to  abandon  the  siege.     Then  he  returned  to 
M^um,  and,  after  a^  unsuccessful  assault^  made  him^ 
ielf  ma^er  of  it  by  capitulation.    Efuring  these  transact 
tions,  Colonel  Porde  made  an  attempt  up6n  the  fort  of 
Nellbure,  a  strqng  place,  at  the  distance  of  twenty-four 
miles  from  Madras,  but  miscarried  j  and  this  was  also 
the  fate  of  an  expedition  against  Wandewash,  under* 
taken  by  colonel  Aldercron.     The  first  was  repulsed  in 
storming  the  place,  the  other  wals  anticipated  by  the 
French  army,  which'  marche<i  from  Pondicherry  to  the 
relief  of  the  garrisdn.     The  French  king  had  sent  si 
considerable  reinforcement  to  the  East  Indies,  under  the 
comtiiand  of  general  Lally,  an  officer  of  Irish  extmctidn^ 
together  with  stich  a  number  of  lihips  as  rendettad  th^ 
Squadron  of  M.  d'Apche  superior  to  that  of  admiral 
Pococke,  who  had  succeeded  admiral  Watson,  latelf 
deceased,  in  the  command  of  the  English  squadton  sta-* 
ti0ned  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,^  whioh,  i»  Ae  b^gfii*^ 
ning  of  this  year,  was  reinforced  from  Englatid  wMl 
several  ships,  under  the  directioh  of  commodow'e  Steevens^ 
Immediately  after  this  junction,  which  was  effected  id 
the  road  of  Madras  on  the  24th  day  of  March,  admiral 
Pococke,  who  had  already  signalized  himself  by  his  cou* 
ragCj  vigilance,  and  Conduct,  sailed  to  windward,  with 
a  view  to  intercept  thfe  French  squadron^  of  whicih  he 
had  received  intelligefii*e.     In  two  days  he  descried  ill 
the  road  of  Fort  St.  David  the  enemy's  fleets  consteting 
6f  nine  ships,  which  immediately  stood  out  to  sea,  and 
formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head.     The  admiral  took 
the  same  precaution,  and  bearing  down  upon  M.  de 
Apche,  the  engagement  began  about  three  in  the  after* 
noon.  The  French  commodore  having  sustained  a  warm 
action  for  about  two  hours,  bore  away  with  his  whole 
fleet,  and  being  joined  by  two  ships,  formed  a  line  of 


battle  ttg^»i  to  l^eWQt^d.  Admiral  f^tp^k^i  isiwfi  tiiliifs 
t&d  dbme  oth^s,  being  greatly  daMagi^d  in  the^r  i^i^fasts 
AJftd  rigging,  two  of  his  captains  having  misbehaved  in 
the  iacticrtiy  and  night  cwning^on,  he  did  not  think  it  ad- 
visable t0  putstfe  them  trith  all  the  dail  he  could  feafry  ^ 
btit,  nev^rthete®^,  he  followed  them  at  a  propet  distance, 
(Standing  to  the  donth-west,  iii  ordeir  to  tnaintaili  the 
Weatli^f  *gage,  i&  case  he  sho'ald  be  atble  to  teneW.  the 
ttbtibti  ia  the  m^ondng.  In  this  expectation,  howevety 
he  \vais  diiSappoiMed;  the  enemy  shewed  ^  lights,  n6* 
made  any  signals  that  could  be  obse!*ved ;  and  in  tln^ 
morning  not  the  least  Vestige  of  them  appeared.  Sff. 
?bct>cke,  on  the  snpposition  that  tliey  had  weathet^ 
them  in  the  nighty  endeavoured  to  Work  up  after  him  id 
windward;  but  finding  he  lost  ground  ccmsiderably,  be 
dropped  anchor  abt)ut  three  leagues  to  the  northwawl  ^ 
Sadrsft,  and  ifeceived  intelligence  from  the  chief  of  that 
settlement,  that  dne  of  the  largest  Frmch  ships,  having 
been  disabled  in  l^e  engagement,  was  run  a^nre  to  th^ 
southward  of  Alemparve,  where  their  whole  squadron 
tty  at  anchof .  Such  was  the  issue  of  the  first  aetioii 
b^ween  the  English  and  the  Frenth  squadrons  in  th^ 
fiast  Indie^,  whfch,  over  and  above  the  loss  of  a  capitid 

M!p,  fe  fi*id  M  havfe  eo§t  the  enemy  about  five  hundred 
Aen,  whereas  the  Bxitish  admiral  did  net  lose  one-fi^ 
part  of  that  number.  Being  dissatisfied  v^ith  thebeha-^ 
tionr  of  Atee  captains,  he,  on  has  retuiti  to  Madi«wB,  ap* 
poiMed  a  cdutt-tnartial  to  inquire  into  their  c&n^dt: 
mo  were  dismissed  from  the  service,  m^  t^  third  mi 
ij^ntenced  t6  lose  o»e  ye&r*s  rank  as  a  pdst-captain* 

^  XlV.  In  the  mean  time^  Mr.  Lally  had  diseiibairki^ 
Ms  tr^p»  at  l?ottdicherry,  and  taking  the  field-  wiMftedi* 
S^iy  ihy«8tMthe  ftM:  of  St.  David,  while  the  sqiiadf^fl 

bteied  H  ii|)  by  j^a.  Tw<>  English  iShips  being  ^ 
jtM^h^r  in  the  road  wh^n  the  enemy  arrived,  their  cap^- 
faih&  seeing  nb  poSsrbility ^  eis«aping:>  rah  them  on  shore, 
sfet'  thfem  on  <ir^,  and  retired  with  their  men  intb  the 

2  E  2 


408  ENGLAND.  [1758; 

fortress^  wMcb,  however,  was  in  a  few  days  surrendered. 
A  much  more -jesolute  defence  was  expected  from  the 
courage  and  conduct  of  major  Polier,  who  commanded 
the  garrison.     When  he  arrived  at  Madras  he  was  sub- 
jected to  a  court  of  inquiry,  which  acquitted  him  of 
cowardice,  but  were  of  opinion  tha:t  the  place  might  have 
held  out  much  longer,  and  that  the  terms  on  which  it 
surrendered  were  shameful,  as  the  enemy  were  not  even 
masters  of  the  outward  covered  way,  as  they  had  made 
no  breach,  and  had  a  wet  ditch  to  fill  up  and  pass,  before 
the  town  could  have  been  properly  assaulted.  Polier,  in 
order  to  wipe  off  this  disgrace,  desired  to  serve  as  a  vo- 
lunteer with  colonel  Draper,  arid  was  mortally  wounded 
in  a  sally  at  the  siege  of  Madras.  Admiral  Pococke  hav- 
ing;  to  the  best  of  his  power,  repaired  his  shattered  ships, 
set  sail  again  on  the  10th  of  May,  in  order  to  attempt 
the, relief  of  Fort  St.  David's;  but  notwithstanding  his; 
utmost  endeavours,  he  could  not  reach  it  in  time  to  be  of 
any.  service.     On  the  30th  day  of  the  month  he  .came 
in  sight  of  Pondicherry,  from  whence  the  French  squa- 
dron stood  away  early  the  next  morning,  nor  was  it  in 
his  power  to  come  up  with  them,  though  he  made  all 
possible  efforts  for  that  purpose*     Then  receiving  intel- 
ligence that  Fort  St.  David's^  was  surrendered  to  the 
enemy,  he  returned  again  to  Madras,  in  order  to  refresh 
his  squadron.   On  the  2|&th  day  of  July,  he  sailed  a  third 
time  in  quest  of  M.  dApche,  and  in  two  days  perceived 
his  squadron,  consisting  of  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  a 
frigate,  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry.    They  jxo 
sooner  descried -him  advancing,  than  they  stood  out  to 
Sea'  as  before,  and  he  continued  to  chase,  in  .hopes  of 
bringing  them  to  an  engagement;  but  all  his  endeavours 
proved  fruitless  till  the  3d  day  of  August,  when,  having 
obtained  the  weather-gage,  he  bore  down  upon  them 
in  order  of  battle.     The  engagement  began  with  great 
impetuosity  on  both  sides;  but  in  little  more  than  ten 
minutes  M.  dApche  set  his  fore-sail,  atnd  bore  away,  his 
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Whole  squadron  fbllowing  his  example,  and  maintaining 
a  running  fight  in  a  very  irregular  line.  *  The  British 
admiral  then  hoisted  the  signal  for  a  general  chase,  which 
the  enemy  perceiving,  thought  proper  to  cut  away  their 
hoats,  and  crowd  with  all  the  sail  they  could  carry. 
They  escaped,  by  favour  of  the  night,  into  the  road  of 
Poridicherry,  and  Mr.  Pococke  anchored  with  his  squa- 
dron off.Carical,  a  French  settlement,  having  thus  ob- 
tained an  undisputed  victory,  with  the  lossf  of  thirty 
men  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  wounded,  in- 
cluding commodore  Steevens  and  captain  Martin,  though 
their  wounds  were  not  dangerous.  The  number  of  killed 
aiid  wounded  on  board  the  French  squadron  amounted, 
according  to  report,  to  five  hundred  and  forty ;  and  their 
fleet  was  so  much  damaged,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
Septepaber  their  commodore  sailed  for  the  island  of 
Bourbon,  in  the  same  latitude  with  Madagascar,  in  order 
to  refit;  thus  leaving  the  command  and  sovereignty  6f 
the  Indian  seas  to  the  English  admiral,  whose  fleet,  from 
the  beginning  of  this  campaign,  had  been  much  inferior 
to  the  French  squadron  in  number  of  ships  and  meft, 
as  well  as  in  weight  of  metal. 

-  §  XV.  Mr.  Lally  having  reduced  Cuddalore  and  Fort 
St.  David's,"  resolved  to  extort  a  sum  of  money  from  the 
king  of  Tanjour,  on  pretence  that,  in  the  last  war,  he 
had  granted  an  obligation  to  the  French  governor  for  a 
certain  sum,  which  had  never  been  paid.  Lally  accord- 
ingly marched  with  a  body  of  three  thousand  men  into 
the  dominions  of  Tanjour,  and  demanded  seventy-two 
lacks  of  rupees.  This  extravagant  demand  being  re- 
jected, he  plundered  Nagare,  a  trading  town  on  the  sea* 
coast,  and  afterward  invested  the  capita^;  but  after  he 
had  prosecuted  th^  siege  until  a  breach  was  made,  hii^ , 
provisions  and  ammunition  beginning  to  fail^  s^vera} 

V  Cuddalore  was  in  such  a  defenceless  condition,  that  it  could  make  no  resist^ 
ance  ;  and  there  being  no  place  in  Fort  St.  David's  bomb-proof,  nor  any  provisions 
or  fresh  water,  tlie  garrison  surrended  in  twelve  days,  on  capit^ation,  after  having 
^vstained  a  imvere  bombardment.  '        ..  .     !> 
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vigorous  sallies  being  made  by  'the  forces  of  th§  king  of 
Tanjour,  emd  the  place  well  defended  by  £4UTopeta  gun-^^ 
ners  sent  from  the  English  garrison  at  Trichinopoly,  he 
found  himself  obliged  to  raise  the  siege,  and  retreat  with 
precipitation,  leaving  his  cannon  behind.  He  arrived  at 
Carical  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  from  th^ce 
retired  to  Pondicherry  towards  the  end  of  September. 
He  afterward  cantoned  his  troops  in  the  province  of 
Arcot,  entered  the  city  without  opposition,  and  began  to 
make  preparations  for  the  siege  of  Madras,  which  shall 
be  recorded  among  the  incidents  of  the  succeeding  yean 
In  the  mean  time,  the  land-forces  belongii^  to  the  East 
India  company  were  ,so  much  out-^numbered  by  the  rein^ 
forcemexLts  which  arrived  with  Mr.  Lally,  Ihat  they  could 
not  pretend  to  keep  the  field,  but  were  obliged  to  remain 
on  the  defensive,  and  provide  as  well  as  they  could  for 
the  security  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  other  settlCTcients 
in  that  part  of  India. 

§  XVI.  Having  particularized  the  ev^atsof  the  war 
which  distinguished  this  yeq,r  in  America,  Africa,  and 
Asia,  those  remote  scenes  in  which  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  was  immediately  andintimately  concerned,  it  now 
remains  to  record  the  incideaits  of  the  military  opera- 
tions in  Germany,  supported  by  British  subsidies,  and 
enforced  by  British  troops,  to  favour  the  abominable  de-- 
signs  of  an  ally,  from  whose  solitary  friendship  the  Bri" 
llsh  nation  can  never  reap  any  solid  benefit;  and  to  de^ 
fend  a  foreign  elector,  in  whose  behalf  she  had  already 
lavished  an  immensity  of  treasure.  Notwithstanding 
the  bloodshed  and  ravages  which  had  signalized  the 
former  campaign,  the  mutual  losses  of  the  belligeren^t 
powers,  the  incredible  expense  of  money,  the  difficulty 
of  recruiting  armies  thinned  by  sword  and  ^fetemper, 
the  scarcity  of  forage  and  provision,  the  distresses  of 
Saxony  in  particular,  a^4  the  calamities  of  war,  ij^tich 
desolated  the  greatest  part  of  the  empire,  no  proposition 
of  peace  was  hinted  by  either  of  the  parties  o^icemed  j 
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but  ^e  poWeps  at  ym^aee  seemod  to  be  exasperated 
c)^;fuilst  each  other  with  tbe  most  itnplacable  resentment 
Ja^jring  ipte)rQ$;l»  were  harmonii;ed,  old  prejudices  rooted 
up^  inveteralie  jef^ouiie^  ft&^Uaged,  and  even  inconsis'- 
tencies  reponciledy  in  connecting  the  confederacy  which 
was  now  farmed  and  established  against  the  king  of 
Prui^sia ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  king  of  Gneat 
Britain  3eemed  determined  to  employ  the  whole  power 
and  influence  of  hi^  crown  19  supporting  this  monarch. 
Yet  the  members  of  the  grand  confederacy  were  differ^ 
pfitly  actuated  by  disagreeing  motiyes,  which,  in  the 
eequel,  operated  for  the  preservation  of  hi^  Prussian 
majesty,  by  preventing  the  full  exertion  of  their  united 
strength.  The  empress-queen,  over  and  aboYe  her  desire 
of  retrieving  Silesia,  which  was  her  primary  aim,  gave 
way  to  the  suggestions  of  personal  hatred  and  revenge', 
to  the  gratificatioii  of  which  she  may  be  said  to  have  sa- 
crificed, in  some  measure,  the  interests  of  her  family, 
as  well  a»  the  repose  of  the  empire,  by  admittltig  the 
noAuiiakl  enemies  of  her  house  into  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands, and  inviting  them  to  invade  the  dominions  of  het 
to-esiates,  with  a  formidable  army.  France,  true  to  hef- 
old  political  maxims,  wished  to  see  the  house  of  Austria 
weakened  by  the  divisions  in  the  empire,  which  she  ac- 
oordingly  fomented:  for  this  reason  itcotild  not  be  her 
il^rest  to  afiect  the  ruin  df  the  house  of  Brandehburgh  ; 
wd  therefore  she  had,  no  doubt,  set  bounds  to  the  pro- 
secution of  her  schemes  in  eonieeft  with  the  court  of 
Vieimia;  but  her  designs  agalinst  Hanover  aiteiounted  to 
absolute  conquest:  in  pursuance  of  these,  i^e  sent  an 
ain»jf  of  ote  huodrcd  and  twenty  thousaiid  men  across 
the  Hhine,  iwtead  of  four-and^twenty  thousand,  which 
she  had  engaged  to  iumish  by  the  original  treaty  with 
the  empress^queen  of  Hungary,  who  h  sedd  to  ha:ve 
shaded  in  the  spoils  of  the  elckitorate.  The  csarina,  by 
co*operating  with  the  houses^  of  Bourbon  and  Austria, 
gratiHed  h^  persmia}  disgust  towards  the  Prussian 
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monarch,  augmented  her  finances  by  considerable  sub- 
sidies from  both,  and  perhaps  amused  herself  with  the 
hope  of  obtaining  an  establishment  in  the  Gennan  em-^ 
pire;  but  whether  she  wavered  in  her  own  sentiments^ 
or  her  ministry  fluctuated  between  the  promises  of 
France  and  the  presents  of  Great  Britain,  certain  it  is, 
her  forces  had  not  acted  with  vigour  in  Pomerania ;  and 
her  general  Apraxin,  instead  of  prosecuting  his  advan- 
tage had  retreated  immediately  after  the  Prussians 
miscarried  in  their  attack.  He  was  indeed  disgraced, 
and  tried  for  having  thus  retired  without  orders;  but  in 
all  probability  this  trial  was  no  other  than  a  farce,  acted 
to  amuse  the  other  confederates,  while  the  empress  of 
Russia  gained  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  offers  that 
were  made,  and  determine  with  regard  to  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  that  might  accrue  to  her  from  perse- 
vering in  the  engagements  which  she  had  contracted. 
As  for  the  Swedes,  although  they  had  been  instigated  to 
hostilities  against  Prussia  by  the  intrigues  of  France, 
and  flattered  with  hopes  of  retrieving  Pomerania,  they 
prosecuted  the  war  in  such  a  dispirited  and  ineffectual 
manner,  as  plainly  proved  that  either  thfe  ancient  valour 
of  that  people  ivas  extinct,  or  that  the  nation  was  not 
heartily  engaged  in  the  quarrel. 

§  XVII.  When  the  Russian  general  Apraxin  retreated 
from  Pomerania,  mareschal  Lehwald,  who  commanded 
the  Prussifeins  in  that  country,  was  left  at  liberty  to  turn 
his  arms  against  the  Swedes,  and  accordingly  drove  them 
before  him  almost  without  opposition.  By  the  begin- 
ning of  January  they  had  evacuated  all  Prussian  Pome- 
rania, and  Lehwald  invaded  their  dominions  in  his  turn. 
He,  in  a  little  time,  made  himself  master  of  all  Swedish 
Pomerania,  except  Stralsund  and  the  isle  of  Rugen,  and 
possessed  himself  of  several  magazines  which  the  enemy 
l^ad  erected.  The  Austrian  army,  after  their  defeat  at 
Breslau,  had  retired  into  Bohemia,  where  they  were 
cantoned?  the  head-quarters  being  fixed  at  Koninsgr^tz. 
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The  king  of  Prussia  having  cleared  all  his  part  of  Silesia, 
except  the  town  of  Schweidnitz,  which  he  circumscribed 
^th  a  blockade,  sent  detachments  from  his  army  can- 
toned in  the  neighbourhood  of  Breslau,  to  penetrate 
into  the  Austrian  or  southern  part  of  Silesia,  where  they 
surprised  Troppau  and  Jaggemsdorf,  while  he  himself 
remained  at  Breslau,  entertaining  his  officers  i/^ith  con- 
certs of  music.  Not  thathe  suflfered  these  amusements 
to  divert  his  attention  from  subjects  of  greater  impor- 
tance. He  laid  Swedish  Pomerania  under  contribution, 
and  made  a  fresh  demand  of  five  hundred  thousand 
crowns  trcm  the  ele,ctorate  of  Saxony.  Having  received 
intimation  that  the  duke  of  Mecklenburgh  was  employed 
in  providing  magazines  forthe  French  army,  he  detached 
a  body  of  troops  into  that  country,  who  not  only  secured 
the  magazines,  but  levied  considerable  contributions; 
and  the  duke  retired  to  Lubeck,  attended  by  the  Freiich 
minister.  The  states  of  Saxony  having  proved  a  little 
dlatory  in  obeying  his  Prussian  majesty's  injunction^ 
received  a  second  intimation,  importing,  that  they  should 
levy  and  deliver,  within  a  certain  time,  eighteien  thou- 
sand recruits  for  his  army,  pay  into  the  hands  of  his 
xjommissary  one  year's  revenue  of  the  electorate  in'  ad- 
vance; and  Leipzic  was  taxed  with  an  extraordinary 
subsidy  of  eight  hundred  thousand  crowns,  on  pain  of 
piilitary  execution.  The  states  were  immediately  con- 
voked at  Leipzic  in  order  to  deliberate  on  these  demands; 
and  the  city  being  unable  to  pay  such  a  considerable 
sum,  the  Prussian  troops  began  to  put  their  monarch's 
threats  in  execution.  He  justified  these  proceedings  by 
declaring  that  the  enemy  had  practised  the  ^ame  vio  [ 
lence  and  oppression  on  the  territories  of  his  allies;  but 
howthe  practice  of  his  declared  enemies,  in  the  countries 
which  they  had  invaded  and  subdued  in  common  course 
of  war,  should  justify  him  in  pillaging  and  oppressing  a 
people  with  whom  neither  he  nor  his  allies  were  at  war, 
it  is  not  easy  <»  conceive.     As  little  can  we,  reconcile 
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jAUb.  coaduet  to  the  character  of  a  prim^e,  asgumi^  the 
title  of  probctor  of  the  Protestant  reilgiou,  which  is  th$ 
^fltabluBhed  faith  among  those  very  Saxons  who  w^re 
subjected  to  such  grievous  impositions;  imppsiUons  the 
more  grievous  and  umnerited,  as  they  had  9ever;  take^ 
any  share  in  the  prescont  war,  but  cautiously  avoided 
«very  step  that  might  be  construed  into  provooatipfi, 
liinoe  the  king  of  Prussia  declared  Ihey  might  depend 
upon  his  protection. 

XVIIL  Before  we  proceed  to  enumerate  the  events 
of  the  campaign,  it  may  be  necessary  to  inform  the  fw^r 
der,  that  the  forces  brought  into  the  field  by  the  eoiT 
press^queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  states  of  the  empire, 
the  czarimi,  the  kings  of  France  and  Sweden,  fell  veiy 
little  shprt  of  three  hundred  thousand  me^ ;  and  aU 
these  were  destined  to  act  against  the  king  of  Prussia 
and  the  elector  of  Hanover.  In  opposition  to  this  for- 
midable confederacy,  his  Prussian  majesty  wa$,  by  the 
Subsidy  from  England,  the  spoils  of  Saxonify  and  the 
iev«su6$  of  Brandenborgfa,  enabled  to  maintain  an  4rmy 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  men:  while  the 
elector  of  Hanover  assembled  a  body  of  Jii^ty  thou* 
sioid  men,  cmnposed  of  his  own  eli&ctoral  troopg^  with 
&e  auxiliary  mercenaries  of  Hesse-Gf^el,  Bu^kebourg^ 
Saxe-Gotha,  and  Brunswick  Wolleiiibuttel>  aU  of  th^ 
maintained  by  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.  At  this  JUAO* 
ture,  indeed,  diere  was  no  other  fund  for  their  subsM^ 
ence,  as  the  eoutrtries  of  Hanawr  and  Hesse  were  pos*- 
sessed  by  the  ^nerny^  and  in  the  former  the  gx)yerm»e&t 
was  entirely  changed. 

'  ^  XIX.  In  the  month  of  December  in  the  preceding 
year,  a  fanner  of  the  revenues  from  Paris  arrived  at  fhr 
ttover  where  he  established  his  office,  in  order  to  ^  by 
Virtue  of  powers  from  one  John  Faidy,  to  whom  the 
French  king  granted  the  direction,  receipt,  and  admini- 
stration of  all  the  duties  and  revenues  of  the  electorate* 
This  director  was,  by  a  decree  js£  the  covncil  of  state« 
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empowemi  to  recerve  &e  vev^ties,  not  only  of  Hanover,^ 
bat  also  of  all  otlier  countries  that  should  he  suhjeeted 
to  his  most  Christian  majesty  in  the  course  of  th^  CBum* 
paign  to  remove  the  receivers  who  had  been  employed 
in  any  part  of  the  direction,  receipt,  and  administration, 
of  th4  duties  and  revenues  of  Hanover,  and  appoint 
others  in  their  room.  The  French  king,  by  the  same 
decree,  drdained,  that  all  persons  who  had  been  in* 
trusted  under  the  preceding  government  with  titles,  pa^ 
pers,  accounts,  registers,  or  estimates,  relating  to  the 
administration  of  the  revenues,  should  communicate 
them  to  John  Faidy,  or  his  attorneys;  that  the  magifr^ 
trat^  dT  the  towns,  districts,  and  commonalties,  as  well- 
as  those  who  directed  the  administration  of  particular 
stales  and  provinces,  should  deliver  to  the  said  John 
Faidy,  or  his  attorneys,  the  produce  of  siy  years  of  th^ 
duties  and  revenues  belonging  to  the  ^id  towns,  districts, 
and  provincef39  reckoning  frpm  the  1st  of  January  utd^ 
year  1751,  together  with  an  authentic  account  of  tb^ 
sums  they  had  paid  during  that  term  to  the  pi>e^eding  ^^ 
VCTeign,  and  of  the  charges  necessarily  incurre<J*  It  ^p- 
peB^s  from  the  nature  of  this  decree,  which  was  dated  oii 
the  18th  day  of  October^  that'  immediately  after  tlie 
ieonventions  of  Closter-Seven  and  Bremenwprd^n,*  the 
court  of  Versailles  had  determined  to  change  the  govern- 
ment  and  system  of  the  electorate,  contrary  to  aa  expresp 
article  of  the  capitulation  granted  to  the  city  of  HQ.noyer, 
when  it  surrendered  on  the  9th  day  of  August;  and 
that  the  crown  of  France  intended  to  take  advantage  of 
the  cessation  of  arras,  in  seizing  places  and  provinces 
which  were  not  yet  subdued:  for,  by  the  decree  above- 
mentioned,  the  administration  of  John  Faidy  extended 
to  the  countries  which  might  hereafter  be  conquered/ 
With,  what  regard  to  justice,  then,  could  the  French  go- 

^SU  days  alter  thjB  convendon  was  signed  at  Closter-Seven,  a^oth^r  apt  of  »c- 
connod^tiioa  was  conclsded  at  Bremenwordaiii  between  the  generals  Sftmdkm 
and  ViUemnr,  lelajling  tp  t^e  teha^  ^f  j^ri^qnei^i  {)9d^spine  ptiier  pQin(9  \>inHt^ 
in  die  ctntveulion* 
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vemment  charge  the  elector  of  Hanover  wilh  the  infrac- 
tion of  articles?  or  what  reispect  to  godd  faith  and  hu- 
manity did  the  duke  de  Richelieu  observe,  in  the  order 
issued  from  Zell,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  importing, 
that  as  the  treaty  made  with  the  country  of  Hanover 
had  been  rendered  void  by  the  violation  of  the  articles 
signed  at  Closter-Seven,  all  the  effects  belonging  to  the 
officers,  or  others,  employed  in  the  Hanoverian  army, 
should  be  confiscated  for  the  use  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty? 

§  XX.  The  landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  being  desirous 
of  averting  a  like  storm  from  his  dominions,  not  only 
promised  to  renounce  all  connexion  with  the  kings  of 
Great  Britain  and  Prussia,  but  even  solicited  the  court 
of' France  to  receive  him  among  the.  number  ofjts  de- 
pendants ;  for,  on  the  1 8th  day  of  October,  the  minister 
of  the  due  de  Deuxponts  delivered  at  Versailles,  in  the 
name  of  the  latidgrave^  the  plan  of  a  treaty  foimded  on 
the  following  conditions :  the  landgrave,  after  having 
expressed  an  ardent  desire  of  attaching  himself  wholly  to 
France,  proposed  these  articles :  Thlsit  he  should  enter  into 
no  engagement  against  the  king  and  his  allies ;  and  give 
no  assistance,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  enemies  of 
his  majesty  and  his  allies :  that  he  should  never  give  his 
vote,  in  the  general  or  particular  assemblies  of  the  em^ 
f)ire,  against  his  majesty's  interest :  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
employ  his  interest,  jointly  with  France,  to  quiet  the 
Jtroubles  of  the  empire:  that,  for  this  end,  his  troops, 
which  had  served  in  the  Hanoverian  army,  should  engage 
in  the  service  of  France,  on  condition  that  they  should 
not  act  in  the  present  war  against  his  Britannic  majesty : 
ithat^  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty^  his 
most  Christian  majesty  should  restore  the  dominions  of 
the  landgrave  in  the  same  condition  they  were  in  when 
subdued  by  the  French  forces :  that  these  dominions 
should  be  exempted  from  all  farther  contributions,  either 
in  money,  corn,  forage,  wood,  or  cattle,  thpiigh  alresLdj 
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imposed  on  the  subjects  of  Hesse ;  and  the  Prench  troops: 
pay;  for  all  the  provision  with  which  they  might  be  sup:-. 
plied;  in  which  case  the  landgrave  should  exact  no  toll: 
for  .warlike  stores,  provisions,  or  other  articles  of  that: 
nature,  which  might  pass  through  his.  dominions:  that! 
'  the  king  of  France  should  guarantee  all  his  estates,  all? 
the  rights  of  the  house  of  Hesse-Cassel,  particularly  the. 
act  of  aissurance  signed  by  his  son,  the  hereditary  prince,; 
with  regard  to  religion;  use  his  interest  with  the  em-: 
peror  and  the  empress-queen,  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  immense  losses  and  damages  his  most  serene  high- 
ness had  suffered  since  the  French  invaded  his  country, 
and  of  the  the  great  sums  he  should  lose  with  Engknd 
in  arrears  and  subsidies  by  this  accommodation,  he  might 
be  excused  from  famishing  his  contingent  to  the  army, 
of  the  empire,  as  well  as  from  paying  the  Roman  months> 
granted  by  the  diet  of  the  empire ;  and  if,  in  resentment 
of  this  convention,  the  states  of  his  serene  highness  shouljd 
be  attacked,  his  most  Christian  majesty  should  afford  the 
most  speedy  and  (effectual  succours.     These  proposals, 
will  speak  for  themselves  to  the  reader's  apprehension ; 
and  if  he  is  not  blinded  by  the  darkest  mists  of  {»rejudice»^ 
exhibit  a  clear  and  distinct  idea  of  a  genuine  German: 
ally.     The  landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel  had  been  fed  with, 
the  good  things  of  England,  even  in  time  of  peftce,  when 
his  friendship  could  not  avail,  nor  his  aversion  prejudice 
the  interests  of  Great  Britain ;  but  he  was  retained  in 
that  season  of  tranquillity  as  a  friend^  on  whose  services 
the  most  implicit  dependance  might  be  placed  in  any 
future  storm  or  commotion^     How  far  he  merited  ihis 
confidence  and  favour  might  have  been  detemiined  by 
reflecting  on  his  conduct  during  the  former  war :  in  the 
course  of  which  his  troops  were  hired  to  the  king  o^ 
Great  Britain  and  his  enemies  alternately,  as  the  scale  o^ 
convenience  happened  to  preponderate.    Since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  troubles,  he  had  acted  as  a 
mercenary  to  Great  Britain,  although  he.  was  a  principal 
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id  tlie  disptrtcl,  atid  stood  codneoti^d  ^h  hdt  deiigiiBby 
jst^Iemh  treatf ,  as  w^U  as  by  all  the  ii&s  of  gtaii^de  and 
hotiottr  ;  but  now  that  the  cause  6f  Hanover  seemed  to 
he  oil  the  decline^  and  his  t)Wn  doffiinioi^  had  stiiffi^ed  by 
the  fate  of  the  wkr,  he  not  only  appeared  willing  to  aban^^ 
c(<m  his  benefactor  and  ally,  but  ev^  sued  to  be  enl^ted 
in  the  service  of  his  adiwsary .  This  int^ided  defec- 
tion was^  howev^y  prevented  by  a  sudden  turn  of  foi^- 
tune,  which  he  cotiM  n^t  posisibly  foi^s^e ;  and  his  l3*obpif 
continued  to  act  in  conjunction;  with  the  Hanoverians^ 

%  XXL  Th^  landgrave  of  Hetoe^Cassel  was^  mt  sin- 
'gti:lar  in  making  such  advances  to  the  French  mcmarck 
I'he  duke  of  Brunswick,  still  toore  nearly  connected  witb 
the  king  of  Great  Britain^  used'  such  uncommon  expe^ 
diti^n  in  detaching  himself  from  the  tottering  fortune 
d(f  Hanover,  that  in  ten  days  after  the  convention  of 
©loster-Sgven  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  thecotols 
of  Vienna  and  Ve^ailles ;  SO. that  the  negotiation  must 
have  been  begun  before  that  convention  took  place^    On 
the  2Gth  day  of  Septemb^,  his  minister  at  Vienna,  by 
viHitie  ^f  full  powers  from  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  bjc* 
ct^pited  and  signed  the  conditions  which  the  French  king 
and  his  Austrian  ally  thought  proper  to  impose.    These 
imported,  that  his  most  Christian  majesty  should  kee^p 
possession  of  the  cities  of  Brunswick  and  Wolfeflbuttel 
during  the  war,  and  make  use  of  the  artillery,  arms,  an4 
Aiilitary  stores,  deposited  in  their  arsenals  r  that  the  d^ke^ii 
forces,  on  their  return  from  the  camp  of  th^  dtike  of 
Cumberland,  should;  be  disbanded  and  disarmed ;  and 
fake  an  Oath,  thai  they  should  not,  during  th^  pr^s^ 
w'ar.  Serve  against  the  king  or  his  allies :  that  the  dtike 
should  be  permitted  to  maintain  a  battalion  of  fbiot,  tmd 
two  squadrons  of  horSe,  for  the  guard  of  his  person  and 
eairtles ;  but  the  regulations  made  by  itoareschal  Riche- 
lieu and  the  intendant  of  his  army  should  subsist  on 
their  present  footing  :  that  the  duke  should  furnish  his 
contitigent  in  money  and  troops,  agreeably  to.  the  Ikvri 
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of  the  (empire  r  thkt  his  forces  sbcndld  linmedrntely:  join 
tbo3e  which  the  Germanic  body  had  assembled ;  and 
that  he  should  order  his  minister  at  Ratisbo£  to  votd 
Conformably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  diet^  approved  and 
eoufirmed  by  the  emperor.  In  consideration  of  all  these 
eoncii^ionSy  the  duke  was  restored  to  the  favour  of  thfe 
'  French  king,  who  graciously  promised  that  neither  his 
revenues  nor  his  treasure  should  be  touched,  nor  the  ad-, 
Aitnistration  of  justice  iirvaded ;  and  that  nothing  farther 
should  be  demanded,  but  winter-quarters  for  the  regi^ 
meats  which  should  pass  that  season  Ib  the  country  of 
Brunswick*  HoW  scrupulously  soever  the  duke  might 
hav^  intended  to  observe  the  articles  of  this  treaty;  hid 
intentions  were  frustrated  by  the  conduct  of  his  brother 
prince  Ferdinand,  who,  being  invested  with  the  com- 
nrnnd  of  the  Hanoverian  army,  and  ordered  to  resume 
the  operations  of  war  against  the  enemy,  drained  thft 
troops  of  Brunswick,  as  well  as  his  nephew  the.  heredi'T 
fary  prince,  notwithstanding  the  treaty  which  his  brother 
bad  signed,  and  the  injunction  which  he  had  feid  upon 
nis  3on  to  quit  the  army,  and  make  a  tour  to  Holls^i 
The  duke  wrote  an  expostulatory  letter  to  prince  Feifdi- 
niand  pathetically  complaining  that  he  had  seduced  his 
troops^  decoyed  his  son,  and  disgraced  his  family ;  in»* 
sisting  upon  the  prince's  pursuing  his  journey^,  as  well 
as  upon  the  return  of  the  troCps  :  and  threatening,  in 
case  of  noncompliance,  to  use  other  means  that  should 
be  more  effectual/     Notwithstanding  this  warm  remon^^ 

•  Translatiab  of  the  letter  lArritten  hjUke  duke  bf  Bi-uMwiok  to  his  broltor  ^zinee 
Feidin^OMl : 
"Sir, 
«<  I  know  you  tob  well  to<!oa]l>l  tliat  the  sitaation  in  whibh  we  staikd  at  preAent^ 
with  lespect  to  eaeh  other,  gives  you  abtmdatttee  of  oHeaBiiiess-;  nor  will  you  dottbt 
that  it  gives  ine  equal  concern :  indeed,  it  af9icts  nie  greatly.  Meanwhile,  I 
eould  never,  my  dearest  brother,  haf e  believed  thai  fon  Would  be  the  person  who 
tikfMid  carry  away  froiti  me  my  eldest  son.  lam  exceedingly  niortiiSed  to  find 
myself  under  tbeliard  neceiisity  of  telling  you,  tliai  this  step  is  contrary  to  ihe  law 
of  nations,  and  the  constitution  of  the  empire  ;  and  that^if  you  persist  in  it,  ytm 

r,  which  you  pretend 

'f  order/andyou 

Who-  hath  dolMT 

so  much  honour  to  his  family?  coM.  he  believe  tliat  hid  uncle  would  dteprire  Mitt 

of  liberty,  a  liberty  never  refused  to  the  lowest  officer  1  I  ordered  him  to  make  a 
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strance^  prince  Fardinahd  adhered  to  his  plan.  He  de^ 
tained  the  troops  and  the  hereditary  prince,  who,  being 
fond  of  the  service,  in  a  little  time  signalized  himself  by 
-very  extraordinary  acts  of  bravery  and  cofifduct;  and 
means  were  found  to  Reconcile  his  father  to  measures 
that  expressljr  contradicted  his  engagements  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles. 

§  XXIL  The  defeat  of  the  French  army  at  Rosbach, 
and  the  retreat  of  the  Russians  from  Pomerania,  had 
entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  empire-  The 
French  king  was  soon  obliged  to  abandon  his  conquests 
on  that  side  of  the  Rhine,  and  his  threats  soimded  no 
longer 'terrible  in  the  ears  of  the  Hanoverian  and  Prus- 

toTxr  to  Holluid:  could  not  the  lowest  officer  have  done  as  much  1  let  us  suppose 
for  a  moment,  that  my  troops,  among  whom  he  served,  were  to  have  stayed  with 
the  Hanoverians,  would  it  not  have  been  still  in  my  power  to  gire  an  officer  leave 
of  ahsoice,  or  even  leave  to  resign  his  commission  1  and  would  you  hinder  your 
brother,  the  head  of  your  family,  and  of  such  a  family  as  ours,  .to  exercise  this 
ri^t  with  regard  to  a  son,  who  is  the  hereditary  prince,  of  whose  rights  and  pre- 
rogatives you  cannot  be  ignorant  1  it  is  impossible  you  could  have  conceived  such 
dssigns,  without  the  su|;gestion  of  others.  Those  who  did  suggest  them  have 
trampled  on  the  rights  ofnature,  of  nations,  and  of  the  princes  of  Germany  ;  they 
have  induced  you  to  add  to  all  titiese  the  most  cruel  insult  on  a  brother  whom  you  • 
love,  and  who  always  /oyed  you  with  the  warmest  affection.  Would  you  have 
your  brother  lay  his  just  complaints  against  you  before  the  whole  empire,  and  all 
Europe  1  are  not  your  proceedings  without  example  1  what  is  Germany  become  1 
what  are  its  princes  become,  and  our  house  in  particular?  is  it  the  interest  of  the 
two  kings,  the  cause  of  your  country,  and  my  cause,  that  you  pretend  to  support  ? 
— I  repeat  it,  brother,  that  this  design  could  not  have  been  framed  by  you.  I  again 
command  my  son  to  pursue  his  journey ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  you  will  give  the 
least  obstruction ;  if  you  should  (which  I  pray  God  avert),  I  solemnlydeclaitj' 
that  I  will  not  be  constrained  by  such  measures,  nor  shall  I  ever  forget  what  I  owe 
'  to  myself.  As  to  my  troops,  you  may  see  what  I  have  written  on  &at  head  to  the 
Hanoverian  ministry.  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  by  the  convention  of  Closter* 
Seven,  dismissed  them,  and  sent  them  home ;  the  said  ministty  gave  me  notice  of 
this  convention,  as  a  treaty  by  which  1  was  bound.  The  mairch  of  the  troops  was 
settled ;  and  an  incident  happening,  they  halted  :  that  obstacle  being  removed, 
they  were  to  have  continued  their  march.  The  court  of  Hanover  will  l^, no  longer 
bound  by  the  convention,  while  I  not  only  accepted  it  upon  their  word,  but  have 
also,  in  conformity  with  their  instructions,  negotiated  at  Versailles  >nd  at  Vienna. 
After  all  these  steps,  they  would  have  me  contradict  myself,  break  my  word,  and 
entirely  ruin  my  estate,  as  well  as  my  honour.  Did  you  ever  know  your  brother 
guilty  of  such  things  1  true  it  is,  I  have,  as  you.  say,  sacrificed  my  aU;  or  ratjber  I 
have  been  sacrificed.  The  only  thing  left  me  is  my  honour ;  and  in  the  unha|ipy 
contrast  of  our  situations,  I  lament  both  you  and  myself,  that  it  should  be.  frtaiL 
yOu,  my  dear  brother,  I  should  receive  the  cruel  advice  to  give  up  my  honpor.  I 
cannot  listen  to  it :  1  cannot  recede  from  my  promise.  My  troops,  therefore^  must 
return  home,  agreeably  to  what  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  and  the  Hanoverian  mi- 
nistry stipulated  with  regard  to  me  in  the  strongest  manner.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
true  circumstances  of  thmgs  are  concealed  from  you.  Not  to  detain  your  express 
too  long,  1  shall  send  you  by  the  post,  copies  of  all  I  have  written  to  the  Han«" 
veiian  ministrv.  It  will  grieve  your  honest  heart  to  it.  I  am,  with  a  heart  almost 
broken,  yet  full  of  tenderness  for  you,  your,^  &c. 
"  BUmdctnbourg,  Nov,  97, 1757." 
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9ian  allies.  Ais  little  forno^idsible  wex^  the  denuaqlatioiia 
pf  the  emperor,  who  had,  by  a  decree-  of  the  Aulici  cpun- 
cilr  communicated  to  the  diet  certain  mandfttea,  issued 
ia  the  month  of  August  in  the  preceding  year,  on  pain 
of  the  ban  of  the  empire,  with  avocatory  letters  wirie5:<^d» 
l^aiiist  the  kii^g  of  Great  Britain^  elector  of  Hanover, 
and  the  other  princes  acting  m  concert  with  the  king  of 
Prussia.  The  French  court  likewise  published  a  virulent 
memorial,  after  the  coi\ventio.u  of  Closter-Seven  had  been 
violated  and  set  a^ide,  drawing  an  invidious  parallel 
between  the  conduct  of  the  French  king  and  the  proN 
ceedings  of  his  Britannic  majesty ;  in  which  the  laiter 
is  taxed  with  breach  pf  faith,  and  almost  every  meanniess 
that  could  stain  the  character  of  a  mpuarch.  In  answer 
to  the  emperor's  decree,  and  this  virulent  charge,  baron 
Gimmengen,  the  electoral  minister  of  Brunsiwick  Lunen- 
bourg,  presented  tp  the  diet,  in  November,  a  long  me-? 
luorial,  reqapitula^ting  the  important  services  his  sove- 
reign had  done  the  houae  of  Austria,  and  the  ungratefoi 
returns  he  had  reaped,  in  the  queen's  refusing  to  assist, 
when  his  dominions  were  threatened  with  an  invasiout 
He  enumerated  many  insts^uces  iu  which  she  h^d  as- 
sisted, encouraged,  and  even  joiued,  the  enemi^  of  the 
electorate,  in  contempt  of  her  fprmer  engagements,  and 
directly  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  the  empire.  ,  He 
reftited  every  article  of  the  charge  which  the  Freuch 
court  had  brought  against  him  in  their  virulent  libel, 
retorted  the  imputations  of  p.erfidy  i^nd  ambition,  and, 
with  respect  tP  France,  jus^tified  every  particular  of  his 
own  conduct. 

^  XXIH.  While  the  French  aud  Hanoverian  armies 
remained  in  their  ^iipiter-quarters,  the  former  at  Zell, 
?^d  the  latter  at  liunenbourg,  divers  petty  enterprises 
were  executed  by  detaqhrneut^  with  various  success. 
The  Hanoverian  general  Juncheim,  having  taken  post 
at  Halberstadt  and  QuedUmbourg,  from  whence  he  made 
excursions  even  to  ^H  gf^t^  of  Brunswick,  and  kept  the 
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French  army  in  continual  alarm,  was  visited  by  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy,  who  compelled  him  to  retire  to 
Achersleben,  committed  great  excesses  in  the  town  of 
Halberstadt  and  its  neighbourhood,  ^^nd  carried  off  hos- 
tages for  the  payment  of  contributions.     General  Har- 
denberg,  another  Hanoverian  officer,  having  dislodged 
the  French  detachments  that  occupied;Burgh,  Vogelsack, 
and  Ritterhude,  and  cleared  the  whole  territory  of  Bre- 
men, in  the  month  of  January  the  duke  de  Broglio  as- 
sembled a  considerable  corpsof  troops  that  were  cantoned 
at  Ottersburg,  Rothenburg,  and  the  adjacent  country, 
and  advancing  to  Bremen,  demanded  admittance,  threat- 
ening that,  in  case  of  a  refusal,  he  would  have  recourse 
to  extremities,  and   punish  the  inhabitants   severely, 
should  they  make  the  least  opposition.    When  their  de- 
puties waited,  upon  him,  to  desire  a  short  time  for  deli- 
beration, he  answered,  "  Not  a  moment— the  duke  de 
Richelieu's  orders  are  peremptory,  and  admit  of  no 
delay."    He  accordingly  ordered  the  cannon  to  advance  ; 
the  wall  was  scaled,  and  the  gates  would  have  hem 
forced  open,  had  not  the  magistrates,  at  the  earnest  im- 
portunity of  the  people,  resolved  to  comply  with  his 
demand.     A  second  deputation  was  inmiediately  dis- 
patched to  the  duke  de  Broglio,  signifying  their  com- 
pliance; ?ind  the  gates  being  opened,  he  marched  into 
the  city  at  midnight,  after  having  promised  upon  his 
honour  that  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  the  prejudice 
of  its  rights  and  prerogatives,  and  no  outrage  offered  to 
the  privileges  of  the  regency,  to  the  liberty,  religion, 
and  commerce,  of  the  inhabitants.    This  conquest,  how-* 
ever,  was  of  short  duration.   Prince  Ferdinand  of  Bruns- 
wick being  joined  by  a  body  of  Prussian  horse,  under 
the  command  of  prince  George  of  Holstein  Gottorp,  the 
whole  army  was  put  in  motion,  and  advanced  to  the  coun- 
try of  Bremen  about  the  middle  of  February.     The 
enemy  were  dislodged  from  Rothenburg,  Ottersburg, 
and  Verden,  and  they  abandoned  the  city  of  Bremetf 
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at  the  approach:  of  the  Hanoverian  general,  who  took 
possession  of  it  without  opposition. 

§  XXIV.  By  this  time  the  court  of  Versiailles,  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  duke  de  Richelieu, 
had  recalled  that  general  from  Germany,  where  his  place 
was  supplied  by  the  count  de  Clermont,  to  the  general 
satisfaction  of  the  army,  as  well  as  the  joy  of  the  HanO'* 
verian  subjects,  among  whom  Richelieu  had  committed 
many  flagrant  and  inhuman  acts  of  rapine  and  oppres-^ 
sion.  The  new  commander  found  his  master's  forces 
reduced  to  a  deplorable  condition,  by  the  accidents  of 
war,  and  distempers  arising  from  hard  duty,  severe  wea- 
ther, and  the  want  of  necessaries.  As  he  could  not  pre-* 
tend,  with  such  a  wretched  remnant,  to  oppose  the  de- 
signs of  prince  Ferdinand  in  the  field,  oreven  maintain 
the  footing  which  his  predecessor  had  gained,  he  found 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  with  all  possible 
expeditioa  towards  the  Rhine.  As  the  allies  advanced, 
his  troops  retreated  from  their  distant  quarters  with  such 
precipitation,  as  to  leave  behind  all  their  sick,  together 
with' a  great  part  of  their  baggage  and  artillery,  besides 
a  great  number  of  officers  and  soldiers,  that  fell  into  the 
'  hands  of  those  parties  by  whom  they  were  pursued.  The 
inhabitants  of  Hanover,  perceiving  the  French  intended 
to  abandon  that  city,  were  overwhelmed  with  the  fear 
of  being  subjected  to  every  species  of  violence  and  abuse; 
but  their  apprehensions  were  happily  disappointed,  by 
the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  duke  de  Randan,  the 
French  governor,  who  not  only  took  effectual  measures 
for  restraining  the  soldiers  within  the  bounds  of  the  most 
rigid  discipline  and  moderation,  but  likewise  exhibited 
anobleproof  of  generosity,  almost  without  example. .  In- 
stead of  destroying  his.magazine  of  provisions,  according 
to  the  usual  practiced  of  war,  he  ordered  the  whole  to  be 
either  sold  at  a  low  price,  or  distributed  among  the  pooi: 
of  the  city,  who  had  been  long  exposed  to  the  horror? 

of  famine ;  an  act  of  godlike.humanity,.  which  ought  tj 

2f2 
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Signify  the  character  of  that  worthy  nobleman  above  all 
the  titles  that  military  fame  can  deserve,  or  arbitrary 
monarchs  bestow.  The  regency  of  Hanover  were  so 
deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  his.heroic  behaviour  oh 
this  occasion,  that  they  gratefully  acknowledged  it,  in  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  him  and  the  count  de  Clermont ;  and 
on  the  day  of  solemn  thanksgiving  to  Heaven,  for  their 
being  delivered  from  their  enemies,  the  clergyj  in  their 
sermons,  did  not  fail  to  celebrate  and  extol  the  charity 
and  benevolence  of  the  duke  de  Randan.  Such  glorious 
testimonies,  even  from  enemies,,  mu^t  have  afibrded  the 
most  exquisite  pleasure  to  a  mind  endued  with  sensibi- 
lity i  and  this,  no  doubt,  may  be  termed  one  of  the  fairest 
triumphs  of  humanity. 

.  §  XXV.  The  two  grand  divisions  of  the  French  army, 
quartered  r  at  2ell  and  Hanover,  retired  in  good  order  to 
Hamelen,  where  they  collected  all  their  troops,  except 
those  that  were  left  in  Hoya,  and  about  four  thousand 
men  placed  in  garrison  at  Minden,  to  retard  the  opera** 
tions  of  the  combined  army.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
February,  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  count  de  Chabot  was  posted 
with  a  considerable  body  of  troops  at  Hoya,  upon  the 
Weser,  detached  the  hereditayy  prince  of  Brunswick, 
with  four  battalions,  and  some  light  troops  and  dragoons,^ 
to  dislodge  them  from  that  neighbourhood.  This  enter- 
prise was  executed  with  the  utmost  intrepidity.  Thie 
hereditary  prince  passed  the  Weser  at  Bremen  with  part 
of  his  detachment,  while  the  rest  advanced  on  this  side 
of  the  river :  and  the  enemy,  being  attacked  in  froQt  and 
rear,  wotc  in  a  little  time  forced,  and  thrown  iiitb  confii-* 
sion.  The  bridge  being  abandoned,  and  near  seven 
hundred  men  taken  prisoners,  the  count  de  Chabot  threw 
himself,  with  two  battalions,  into  the  castle,  where  he 
iresolved  to  support  himself,  in  hope  of  being  relieved. 
The  regiment  of  Bretagne,  and  some  detachments  of  dra- 
goons^ were  actually  on  the  march  to  his  assistaude.  Thd 
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hereditary  prince  being  made  acquainted  with  this  cif- 
cumstanbe^  being  also  destitute  of  heavy  artillery  to  be^ 
siege  the  place  in  form,  and  taking  it  for  granted  hfe 
should  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  post  after  it  might  be 
taken,  he  listened  to  the  terms  of  capitulation  proposed 
by  the  French  general,  whose  garrison  was  suffered  to 
inarch  out  with  the  honours  of  war ;  but  their  cannon, 
stores,  and  ammunition,  were  surrendered  to  the  victor. 
This  was  the  first  exploit  of  ihe  hereditary  pirince,  whose 
valour  and  activity,  on  many  subsequent  pccasions, 
shone  with  distinguished  lustre.  He  had  no  sooner  re- 
duced Hoya,  than  he  marched  to  the  attack  of  Minden, 
which  he  invested  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  and  on  the 
14llitlift  garrison  surrendered  at  discretion.  Afiberthe" 
reduction  oF  this  city,  the  comibined  army  advanced  to- 
wards Hamelen, where  the  French  general  had  establish- 
ed his  head-quarters ;  but  he  abandoned  them  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  allies,  and  leaving  behind  all  his  sick  and 
wounded,  with  part  of  his  magazines,  retired  without 
halting  to  Paderbom,  and  from  thence  to  the  Rhine,  re- 
callii^  in  his  march  the  troops  that  were  in  Embden, 
Cassel,  and  the  landgraviate  of  Hesse,  all  which  places 
were  now  evacuated.  Thiey  were  terribly  harassed  in 
their  retreat  by  the  Prussian  hussars,  and  a  body  of  light- 
horse,  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Hanoverian  hunters, 
who  took  a  great  number  of  prisoners,  together  witk 
many  baggage-waggons,  and  some  artillery.  Such  was 
the  precipitation*  of  the  enemy's  retreat,  that  they  could 
not  find  time  to  destroy  all  their  miagazines  of  provision 
and  forage  ;  and  even  forgot  to  call  in  the  garrison  of 
Vechte,  a  small  fortress  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Diep- 
holt,  who  were  made  prisoners  of  war,  and  here  was  founcl 
a  complete  train  of  battering  cannon  ai»l  mortars.  The 
coont  deOlennont,  liaving  reached  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  distributed  his  forces  into  quarters  of  cantonment 
in  Wesd  and  the  adjoining  country,  vrhRe  prince  Fer- 
dinftod  caAtoaed  the  alfied  army  in  tbae  bbhoprick  of 
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Munster :  here,  however,  he  did  riot  long  remain  inac- 
tive. In  the  latter  end  of  May  he  ordered  a  detachment 
to  pass^  the  Rhine  at  Duysbourg,  undfer  the  command  of 
colonel  Scheither,  who  executed  his  order  without  loss, 
defeated  three  battalions  of  the  enemy,  and  took  five 
pieces  of  cannon.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  whole 
army  passed  the  Rhine,  on  a  bridge  constructed  for  the 
occasion,  defeated  a  body  of  French  cavalry,  and  obtain- 
ed divers  other  advantages  in  their  march  towards  Wesel. 
Kaisers  worth  was  surprised;  the  greater  part  of  the  gar- 
rison either  killed  or  taken ;  and  prince  Ferdinand  began 
to  make  ^preparations  for  the  siege  of  Dusseldorp.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  count  de  Clermont,  being  unable  to 
stop  the  rapidity  of  his  progress,  was  obliged  to  secure 
his  troops  with  strong  intrenchments,  until  he  should  be 
properly  reinforced. 

§  XXVL  The  court  of  Versailles,  though  equally  mor- 
tified'  and  confounded  at  the  turii  of  their  affairs  in  Ger- 
many, did  not  sit  tamely  and  behold  this  reverse ;  but 
exerted  their  usual  spirit  and  expedition  in  retrieving  the 
losses  they  had  sustained.  They  assembled  a  body  of 
troops  at  Hanau,  under  the  direction  of  the  prince  de 
Soubise^  who,  it  was  said,  had  received  orders  to  pene- 
4;rate,  by  the  way  of  Donawert,  Ingoldstadt,and  Amberg, 
into  Bohemia.  In  the  mean  time,  reinforcements  daily 
arrived  in  the  camp  of  the  count  de  Clermont;  and,  as 
repeated  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  want  of  disci- 
pline and  subordination  in  that  army,  measures  were 
taken  for  reforming  the  troops  by  severity  and  example. 
The.mareschal  duke  de  Belleisl^,  who  now  acted  as  se- 
cretary at  war  with  uncommon  ability,  wrote  a  letter  di- 
rected to  all  the  colonels  of  infantry,  threatening  them, 
in  the  king's  name,  with  the  loss  of  their  regiments, 
should  they  connive  any  longer  at  the  scandalous  prac- 
tice of  buying  comriiissions ;  an  abuse  which  had  crept 
into  the  service  under  various  pretexts,  to  the  discou- 
ixagement  of  merit,  the  relaxation  of  discipline,  and  the 
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total  extpctioa  of  laudable  emulation.  The  prince  of 
Clermont  having  quitted  his  strong  camp  at  Rhinefeldt, 
retired  to  Nuys,  a  little  higher  up  the  river,  and  detached 
a  considerable  corps,  under  the  command  of  the  count 
de  St.  Germain  to  take  post  at  Creveldt,  situated  in  a 
plain  between  his  army  and  the  camp  of  the  allies,  which 
fronted  the  town  of  Meurs :  after  several  motions  on 
both  sides,  prince  Ferdinand  resolved  to  attack  the  ene-. 
my,  and  forthwith  made  a  disposition  for  this  purpose. 
He  assigned  the  command  of  the  whole  left  wing,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  battalions  and  twenty-eight  squadrons, 
)to  lieutenant-general  Sporcken :  the  conduct  of  the  right 
wing,  composed  of  sixteen  battalions  and  fourteen  squad- 
rons, was  intrusted  to  the  hereditary  prince  and  major- 
general  Wangenheim ;  the  squadrons,  with  the  addition 
of  two  regiments  of  Prussian  dragoons,  were  under  the 
immediate  direction,  of  the  prince  of  Holstein,  while  the 
hereditary  prince  commanded  the  infantry.  The  light 
troops,  consisting  of  five  squadrons  of  hussars,  were  di- 
vided between  the  prince  of  Holstein  and  lieutenant- 
general  Sporcken.  Major  Luckner's  squadron,  together 
with  Scheither's  corps,  were  ordered  to  observe  the  flank 
of  the  enemy's  right,  and  with  this  view  were  posted  in 
the  village  of  Papendeick ;  and  a  battalion  of  the  troops 
of  Wolfenbuttel  were  left  in  the  town  of  Hulste,  to  cover 
the  rear  of  the  army.  Prince  Ferdinand's  design'  was  to 
attack  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank ;  but  the  jexecutjon 
was  rendered  extremely  difiicult,  by  the  woods  and 
ditches  that  embarrassed  the  route,  and  the  numerous 
ditches  that  intersected  this  part  of  the  country.  On  the 
23d  day  of  June,  at  four  in  the  morning,  the  army  be- 
gan to  move ;  the  right  advancing  in  two  columns  as  far 
as  St.  Anthony,  and  the  left  marching  up  within  half  a 
league  of  Creveldt.  The  prince  having  viewed  the  po- 
sition of  the  enemy  from  the  steeple  of  St.  Antliony,  pro- 
cured guides,  and  having  received  all  the  necessary  hints 
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of  mfbrnfiation,  proceeded  to  tke  right,  in  oi'der  to  chaise 
the  enemy's  left  j9ank  by  the  villages  of  Worst  and  An- 
rath ;  but,  in  order  to  divide  their  attention,  and  keep 
them  in  suspense  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  his  prin* 
eipal  attack,  he  directed  Ihe  generals  Sporcken  and 
Oberg  to  advance  against  them  by  the  way  of  Creveldt 
land  St.  Anthony,  and^  in  particular,  to  make  the  most 
.  of  their  artillery,  that,  b^ing  employed  in  three  different 
places  at  once,  they  might  be  prevented  from  sending 
any  reinforcement  to  the  left,  where  the  chief  attack  was 
intended.     These  precaution!;  being  taken,  prince  Fer- 
dinand, putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiew  of 
the  right  wing)  continued  his  march  in  two  toluttins  to 
the  village  of  Anrath,  where  he  fell  in  with  an  advanced 
party  of  the  French,  which,  ^fter  a  few  discharges  of 
musketry,  retired  to  their  camp>  and  gistve  th^6  akrm.   In 
the  mean  time^  both  armiied  were  dmwn  up  in  ordtt  <X 
battle:  the  troops  of  the  allies  in  the  plain  between  the 
villages  of  Anrath  and  Willich,  opposite  to  the  Pretoeh 
forces,  whose  left  was  covered  with  a  wood.  The  actioii 
began  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  sevfere  csannoa- 
ading  on  the  part  of  prince  Ferdinand,  which,  though 
well  supported,  proved  ineffectual  in  drawing  the  eiiemy 
from  their  cover ;  he,  therefore,  det^nnined  to  disfodgfe 
them  from  the  Wood  by  dint  of  small  arms*     The  here- 
ditary prince  immediately  advanced  with  the  whole  front, 
and  a  very  obstinate  action  ensued.     Meanwhile,  the 
cavalry  on  the  right  in  vain  attempted  to  penetrate  -  the 
wood  on  the  other  side,  where  the  enemy  had  raised  twt) 
batteries,  wliich  were  ^stained  by  forty  squadrons  ef 
horse.  After  a  terrible  fire  had  been  maintained  on  hoih, 
sides  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  gr^adiers  forced  tbe 
intrenchments  in  the  wood,  which  Were  lined  by  Afe 
French  infantry.     These  giving  way,  abandoned  the 
wood  in  the  utmost  disorder;  but  the  pursuit  was  dheck- 
'  ed  by  the  conduct  and  resolution  of  the  ene^^y'is  cavakjT, 
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Which^  iiotwithdtanding  a  dreadful  fire  from  die  artilleiy 
^f  the  alKes,  maintained*  their  grbund,  and  covered  the 
foot  in  their  retreat  to  Nujjs,  The  success  of  the  day 
^fas,  in  a  good  measure,  owing  to  the  artillery  on  the 
left  and  in  the  centre,  with  which  the  generals  Sporcken 
laid  Oberg  had  done  great  execution,  and  employed  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  on  th^l  side,  while  prince  Ferdi- 
nand pmsecuted  his  attack  on  the  other  quarter.  It  mu&tt 
be  owned,  however,  thai  their  right  wiiig  and  centre  re- 
tired in  great  order  to  Nuys,  though  the  left  was  defeated, 
tvidi  the  loss  of  ^me  staanMlbrdfs,  colours,  and  pieces  of 
cannon^  and  six  thousand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  takeb 
prisoners.^  This  victory,  however,  which,  cost  the  allies 
about  fifteen  hundred  men,  was  not  at  all  decisive  iti 
its  consequences ;  and,  indeed,  the  plan  seemed  onfy 
iealcul€tted  to  display  the  enterprising  genius  of  the  Ha-  , 
noverian  general.  True  it  is,  the  French  army  took  re- 
ftige  utider  the  eabnon  of  Cologne,  where  they  remain- 
ed, without  ha25arding  any  step  for  the  relief  of  Dussel- 
d^rp)  which  prince  Ferdinand  immediately  invested,  and 
in  a  feWvdays  reduced,  the  garrison  being  allowed  to 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  on  condition  that 
they  should  not,  for  the  space  of  one  ye^r,  cariy  arms 
against  the  allies. 

§  XXVII.  It  was  at  Ais  period  that  coutot  de  Glei^- 
mont  resigned  his  commtod,  which  was  conferred  upon 
M.  de  Contades,  and  the  French  army  v^as  considerably 
rteittforoed.  He  even  threatened  to  attack  prince  Fer- 
-dinand.in  his  turn,  and  made  some  motions  with  that 
design,  but  was  prevented  by  the  little  river  Erif,  behind 
which  the  prince  resolved  to  lie  quiet,  until  he  should  be 
joined  by  the  body  of  British  troops  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  Mariboroughi,  the  first  division  of  which 

i>  Amonest  ihe  French  officcdrs  wHo  lost  their  lives  in  tbis  engagement,  was  tiie 
conttt  Ae  &mn,  only  son  •!  the  mafeesdial  dnke  de  Bell^ale,  and  last  liopft  df  that 
illustrious  family,  ayoong  nobleman  of  extraoidinary  accomplishHients,  who  finish- 
ed a  short  life  of  honoior  in  ^  embrabe  of  military  glory,  and  fell  gallatrtly  figHt« 
ing  at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment,  to  the  inexpressible  grief  of  his  aged  fad^, 
amd'the  QiiiTfenratregrH  of  Ids  comitty.  .   ~    ' 
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h9.d  just  landed  at  Embden..  He  flattered  himself  that 
the  prince  of  Ysembourg,  at  the  head  of  the  Hessian 
troops,  would  find  employment  for  the  prince  de  Soubise, 
who  had  marched  from  Hanau  with  a  design  to  penetrate 
into  the  landgraviate  of  Hesse-Cassel :  his  vanguard  had 
been  already  surprised  and  defeated  by  the  militiaof  tlt^^ 
country ;  and  the  prince  of  Ysembourg  was  at  the  head 
of  a  considerable  body  of  regular  forces  assembled  to  op- 
pose his  farther  progress.  Prinjce  Ferdinand,  therefore, 
hoped  that  the  operations  of  the  French  general  would 
be  effectually  impeded,  until  he  himself,  being  joined  by 
the  British  troops,  should  be  in  ^  condition  to  pass  the 
Meuse,  transfer  the  seat  of  war  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, thus  make  a  diversion  from  the  Rhine,  and  perhaps 
oblige  the  prince  de  Soubise  to  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  principal  French  army  commanded  by  M*  de  Con- 
tades.  He  had  formed  a  plan  which  would  have  an- 
swered these  purposes  effectually,  and,  in  execution  of 
it,  marched  to  Ruremond  on  the  Maese,  when  his  mea- 
sures were  totally  disconcerted  by  a  variety  of  incidents 
which  he  could  not  foresee.  The  prince  of  Ysembourg 
was,  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  defeated  at  Sangarshausen 
by  the  duke  de  Broglio,  whom  the  prince  de  Soubise  had 
detaojied  against  him  with  a  number  of  troops  greatly 
superior  to  that  which  the  Hessian  general  commanded. 
The  duke  de  Broglio,  who  commanded  the  corps  that 
formed  the  vanguard  of  Soubise's  army,  having  learned 
at  Cassel,  that  the  Hessian  troops,  under  the  prince  of 
Ysembourg,  were  retiring  towards  Munden,  he  advanced, 
on  the  23d  of  July,  with  a  body  of  eight  thousand  men, 
to  the  village  of  Sangarshausen,  where  he  found  them 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  forthwith  made  a  dispo- 
sition for  the  attack.  At  first  his  cavalry  were  repulsed 
by  the  Hessian  horse,  which  charged  the  French  infan- 
try, and  were  broke  in  their  turn.  The  Hessians,  though 
greatly  inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy,  made  a  very 
obstinate  resistance,  by  favour  of  a  rock  in  th^  Fxilde 
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that  covered  their  right,  and  a  wood  by  which  their  left 
was  secured.  *  The  dispute  was  so  obstinate,  that  the 
enemy's  left  was  obliged  to  give  ground ;  but  the  duke 
de  Broglio,  ordering  a  fresh  corps  to  advance,  changed 
the  fortune  of  the  day.     The  Hessians,  overpowered  hf 
numbers,  gave  way ;  part  plunged  into  the  river,  where 
many  perished,  and  part  threw  themselves  into  the  wood; 
through  which  they  escaped  from  the  pursuit  of  the  hus- 
sars, who  took  above  two  hundred  soldiers  and  fifty  offi- 
cers, including  the  count  de  Canitz,  who  was  second  in 
command.     Thjey  likewise  found  on  the  field  of  battle 
seven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  eight  at  Munden :  but  the 
carnage  was  pretty  considerable,  and  nearly  equal  on  both 
sides.     The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  on  the 
side  of  the  French,  exceeded  two  thousand ;  the  loss  of 
the  Hessians  was  not  so  great.     The  prince  of  Ysem- 
bourg,  having  collected  the  remains  of  his  little  arniy, 
took  post  at  Eimbeck,  where  he  soon  was  reinforced, 
and  found  himself  at  the  head  of  twelve  thousand  men ; 
but,  in  consequence  of  this  advantage,  the  enemy  became 
masters  of  the  Weser,  and  opened  to  themselves  a  free 
passage  into  Westphalia. 

^  XXVIIL  The  progress  of  prince  Ferdinand  upon 

the  Maese,  had  been  retarded  by  a  long  succession  of 

heavy  rains,  which  broke  up  the  roads,  and  rendered  the 

country  impassable ;  and  now  the  certain  information  of 

this  unlucky  check  left  him  no  alternative  but  a  battle 

or  retreat  across  the  Rhine :  the  first  was  carefully 

avoided  by  the  enemyj  the  latter  resolution,  therefore, 

he  found  himself  under  a  necessity  to  embrace.     In  his 

present  position  he  was  hampered  by  the  French  army 

on  one  wing,  on  the  other  by  the -fortress  of  Gueldres, 

the  garrison  of  which  had  been  lately  reinforced,  as  well 

as  by  different  other  posts,  capable  of  obstructing  the 

convoys  and  subsistience  of  the  combined  arniy :  besides, 

he  had  reason  to  apprehend^  that  the  prince  de  Soubise 

would  endeavour  to  intercept  the  British  troops  in  their 
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march  firom  Embden.     Iiiduced  by  these  cohsideradonk 
he  determined  to  repass  the  Rhine,  after  having  offered 
battle  to  the'  enemy,  and  made  several  motions  for  that 
purpose.     Finding  them  averse  to  engagement,  he  made 
his  dispositions  for  forcing  the  strong  pass  of  Wachten* 
donck,  an  island  surrounded  by  Niers,  of  very  difficult 
approach,  and  situated  exactly  in  his  route  to  the  Rhine. 
This  service  was  performed  by  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Brunswick,  who,  perceiving  the  enemy  had  drawn  up 
the  bridge,  rushed  into  the  river  at  the  Taead  of  his 
grenadiers,  who  drovfe  them  away  with  their  bayonets;, 
and  cleared  the  bridges  for  the  passage  of  the  army  to^ 
wards  Rhinebergen.     At  this  place  prince  Ferdinand  re^- 
ceived  intelligence,  that  M.  de  Chevert,  reputed  one  of 
the  best  officers  in  the  French  serviced,  had  passed  the 
lippe  with  fourteen  battalions  and  several  squadrons,  to 
join  the  garrison  pf  Wesel,  and  fall  upon  lieutenant^ 
general  Jmhoff,  who  commanded  a  detached  corps  of  the 
combined  army  at  Meer,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to 
guard  the  bridge  which  the  prince  had  thrown  over  the 
Rhine  at  Rees.     His  serene  highness  was  extremely  de- 
sirous of  sending  succours  to  general  Imhoff;  but  the 
troops  were  too  much  fatigued  to  begin  another  inarch 
before  morning;  and  the   Rhine   had  overflowed   its 
banks  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  the  bridge  at  Reelb 
impassable,  so  that  M.  ImhofF  was  left  to  the  resources  , 
of  his  own  conduct  and  the  bravery  of  his  tit)ops,  cbn!^ 
sisting  of  six  battalions  Bini  four  squadrons,  already 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  different  detadiments. 
This  general  having  received  advice,  on  the  4th  of 
August,  that  the  enemy  intended  to  pass  the  Lippe 
the  same  evening  with  a  considerable  train  of  arti}- 
leiy,  in  order  to  bum  the  bridge  at  Rees,  decamped 
with  a  view  to  cover  this  place,  and  join  two  h^ 
talions  which  had  pasised  the  Rhine  in  boats,  under 
the  command  of  general  Zastrow,  who  rein£bf ced  him 
accordingly;  but  the  eAemy  not  appearing,  he  dotf- 
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eluded  the  information  was  &lse,  and  resolved-to  resume 
his  advantageous  post  at  Meer.  Of  this  he  had  no 
Moomv  repossessed  himself,  than  his  advanced  guards 
were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  marched  to  the 
attack  from  W^sel,  under  the-  command  of  lieutenant- 
general  de  Chevert,  consisting  of  the  whole  corps  in- 
tiBnded  for  the  3i^e  of  Dusseldorp,  Imhoflf's  front  was 
covered  by  coppices  and  ditches,  there  being  a  rising 
ground  on  his  riglit,  from  whence  he  could  plainly  dis^- 
eenl  the  whole  force  lihat  advanced  against  him,  together 
with  the  manner  of  their  approach.  Perceiving  them 
engaged  in  that  difficult  ground,  he  posted  one  regiment 
in  a  coppice,  vsdth  orders  to  fall  upon  the  left  flank  of 
the  enemy,  which  appeared  quite  uncovered;  and  as 
soon  as  their  fire  began,  advanced  with  the  r^st  of  his 
forces  to  attack  them  in  front  Th^  bayonet  Was  used 
en  this  occasion,  and  the  charge  given  witPi  such  im-» 
petuosity  and  resolution,  that,  after  a  short  resistance, 
the  enemy  fellihto  confusion,  and  fled  towards  Wesel, 
leaving  on  the  spot  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  great 
numiber  of  waggons  and  other  carriages.  Besides  the 
killed  and  wounded,  who  amounted  to  a  pretty  consider- 
able number,  the  victor  took  thre>a  hundred  and  fifly-four 
prisoners,  including  eleven  officers ;  whereas,  on  his  part, 
the  victory  was  purchased  at  a,  very  small  expense. 
;  §  XXIX<  Immediately  after  this  action,  general  Wan- 
genheim  passed  the  Rhine  with  several  squadrons  and 
battalions,  to  reinforce  general  Imhofi*,  and  enable  him 
to  prosecute  the  advantage  he  had  gained,  while  prince 
Ferdinand  marched  with  the  rest  of  the  army  to  Santen: 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Rhineberg,  where  he  in- 
tended to  jpass ;  but  the  river  had  overflowed  to  such  a 
degree,  that  here,  as  well  as  at  Rees,  the  shore  was  in- 
accessible ;  so  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  miarch  far-, 
tber  down  the  river,  and  lay  a  bridge  at  Gtiethuyzen. 
The  enemy  had  contrived  four  vestsels  for  the  destruction 
6f  this  bridge ;  but  they  w^e  all  taken  before  they  coiild 
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put  the  design  m  execution^  and  the  whole  army  passed 
on  the  10th  day  of  August,  without  any  loss  or  farther 
interruption.  At  the  same  time  the  prince  withdrew  hist 
garrison  from  Dusseldorp,  of  which  the  French  imme-^ 
diately  took  possession.  Immediately  after  his  passage^ 
he  received  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  ac- 
quainting him  that  the  British  troo][)s  had  arrived  at 
Lingen>  in  their  route  to  Coesfeldt ;  to  which  place  ge- 
neral Imhoff  was  sent  to  receive  them,  with  a  strong 
detachment.  Notwithstanding  this  junction,  the  two 
armies  on  the  Rhine  were  so  equally  matched,  that  no 
stroke  of  importance  was  struck  on  either  side  during 
the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign.  M.  de  Contades, 
seeing  no  prospect  of  obtaining  the  least  advantage  over 
prince  Ferdinand,  detached  prince  Xaverius  of  Saxony 
with  a  strong  reinforcement  to  the  prince  de  Soubise, 
who  had  taken  possession  of  Gottingen,  and  seemed  de-« 
termined  to  attack  the  prince  of  Ysembourg  at  Eimbeck. 
That  this  oflSicer  might  be  able  to  give  him  a  proper  re- 
ception, prince  Ferdinand  detached  general  Oberg  with 
ten  thousand  men  to  Lipstadt,  from  whence,  should  cc* 
casion  require,  they  might  continue  their  march,  and 
join  the  Hessians*  The  whole  body,  when  thus  rein- 
forced, did  not  exceed  twenty  thousand- men,  of  whom 
general  Oberg  now  assumed  the  command:  whereas 
the  troops  of  Soubise  were  increased  to  the  number  of 
thirty  thousand.  The  allies  had  taken  post  upon  the 
river  Fulde  at  Sangarshausen,  where  they  hoped  the 
French  would  attack  them ;  but  the  design  of  Soubise 
was  first  to  dislodge  them  from  that  advantageous  situa- 
tion»  With  this  view,  he  made  a  motion,  a&  if  he  had 
intended  to  turn  the  camp  of  the  allies  by  the  road  of 
Munden.  In  order  to  prevent  the  execution  of  this 
supposed  design,  general  Oberg  decamped  on  the  10th 
of  October,  and,  passing  by  the  village  of  Landwem- 
hagen,  advanced  towards  Loittenberg,  where,  understand- 
ing the  enemy  were  at  his  heels^  he  forthwith  formed 


/  / 
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his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  his  right  to  the  Fulde,  and 
his  left  extending  to  a  thicket  upon  an  eminence,  where 
he  planted  five  field^pieces.  The  cavalry  supported  the 
wings  in  a  third  line,  the  village  of  Luttenberg  was  in 
the  rear,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted  ou 
a  rising  ground  that  flanked  this  village.  The  French 
having  likewise  passed  Landwemhagen,  posted  their  left 
towards  the  Fulde,  their  right  extending  far  beyond  the 
left  of  the  allies,  and  their  front  being  strengthened  with 
above  thirty  pieces  of  cannon.  At  four  in  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  began  the  battle  with  a  severe  cannonading, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  first  line  of  their  infantry  attacked 
major-general  Zastrow,  who  was  posted  on  the  left  wing  of 
the  allies.  This  body  of  the  French  was  repulsed ;  but  in 
the  same  moment,  a  considerable  line  of  cavalry  ad  vancing^ 
charged  the  allies  in  front  and  flank.  These  were  sup- 
ported by  a  fresh  body  of  infantry  with  cannon,  which,  after 
a  warm  dispute,  obliged  the  confederates  to  give  way;  and 
general  Oberg,  in  drder  to  prevent  a  total  defeat,  made 
*  a  disposition  for  a  retreat,  which  was  performed  in  toler- 
able order ;  not  but  that  he  suffered  greatly,  in  passing 
through  a  defile,  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon^ 
which  was  brought  up,  and  managed  under  the  directioq 
of  the  duke  de  Broglio.  Having  marched  through 
Munden  by  midnight,  the  retiring  army  lay  till  morning 
under  arms  in  the  little  plain  near  Grupen,  on  the  t)ther 
side  of  the  Weser ;'  but  at  day-break  prosecuted  their 
march,  after  having  withdrawn  the  garrison  from  Mun^ 
den,  until  they  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gunter-i 
sheim,  where  they  encamped.  In  this  engagement, 
general  Oberg  lost  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  his  ar- 
tillery, baggage,  and  ammunition.  He  was  obliged  to 
abandon  a  magazine  of  hay  and  straw  at  Munden,  and 
leave  part  of  his  wounded  men  in  that  place  to  the^hu^- 
manity  of  the  victor.  But,  after  all,  the  French  general 
reaped  very  little  advantage  from  his  victory, 
^   §  XXX.  By  this  time  prince  Ferdinand  had  retired 
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iato  Westphalia,  an<J  fix^  his  head*quarters  at  Munster, 
^hile  M.  4e  Contades  encamped  near  Ham  upon  the 
]Lippe :  so  that,  although  he  had  obliged  the  French  army 
to  evacuate  Hanover  and  Hesse  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  when  they  were  weakened  by  death  and  distemper, 
tgtnd  even  driven  them  beyond  the  Rhii^e,  where  they 
$tistalned  a  defeat ;  yet  they  were  soon  put  in  a  condi- 
tion to  bafHe  all  his  future  endeavours,  and  pepetrat^ 
l^gain  into  Westphalia,  where  they  established  their 
winter-quarters,  eirtending  themselves  in  such  ft  manner 
^  to  command  the,  whole  course  of  the  Rhine  on  both 
$id6s,  while  th^  allies  were  disposed  in  the  landgraviat^ 
•pf  Hesse-Cassel,  and  in  the  bishopricks  of  Mupster^ 
Piaderbom,  a,nd  Hildesheim.  The  British  troops  had 
joined  them  so  late  in  the  seaspii,  that  they  had  no  op^ 
portunity  to  signalize  themselves  in  the  field;  yet  the 
fatigues  of  the  campaign,  which  they  had  severely  felt^ 
Jjroved  fatal  to  their  commander,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, who  died  of  a  dysentery  at  Mwster,  univeri^^lly 
lamented. 

'  §  XXXI.  Having  thus  particularized  the  operation^ 
pf  the  ^Ued  army  since  the  commencement  of  the  cam? 
paitt,  we  shall  now  endeaYOur  to  trace  the  steps  of  the 
king  of  Prussia,  from  the  period  to  which  his  army  w^ 
assembled  for  action.  Haying  collected  his  force  as  soon 
as  the  season  would  permit,  he  undertook  the-  seige  of 
Schweidnitz  in  form  on  the  21st  day  of  Marqh;  and 
carried  on  his  operations  with  such  vigour,  that  in  thir- 
teen days  the  garrison  surrendered  themselves  prisoners 
pf  war,  after  having  lost  pne-half  of  their  number  in  th^i 
defence  of  the  place.  While  one  part  of  his  troops  were 
engaged  in  this  service,  he  himself,  at  the  head  of  w-' 
dther^  advanced  to  the  eastern  frontier  of  Bohemia,  smd 
sent  a  detachment  as  far  as  Trautenau,  garrisoned  by  si 
body  of  Austrians,  who,  after  an  obstinate  resistance, 
abandoned  the  place,  and  retreated  towards  their  grand 
irmy.    By  this  success  he  opened  to  himself  ^  way  into 
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Bohemia,  by  which  he  potired  in  detachments  of  light 
troopSy  to  raise  contributions,  and  harass  the  out-posts  of 
the  enemy,  -  At  the  same  tiine,  the  baron  de  la  Mothe 
Fouquet  marched  with  another  body  against  the  Austrian 
general  Jahnus,  posted  in  the  county  of  Glatz,  whom  he 
obliged  to  abandon  all  the  posts  he  occupied  in  that 
country,  and  pursued  as  far  Nachod,  within  twenty  miles 
of  Koningsgratz,  where  the  grand  Austrian  army  was 
encamped,  under  the  command  of  mareschal  D^un,  who 
had  lately  arrived  from  Vienna.*  Over  and  above  these 
excursions,  the  king  ordered  a  body  of  thirty  thousand 
men  to  be  assembled,  to  act  under  the  command  of  his 
brother  prince  Henry,  an  accomplished  warrior,  against 
the  army  of  the  empire,  which  the  prince  de  Deuxponts, 
with  great  difficulty,  made  a  shift  to  form  again  near 
Bamberg,  in  Franconia. 

§  XXXII.  The  king  of  Prussia,  whose  designs  were 
perhaps  even  greater  than  he  cared  to  own,  resolved  to 
shift  the  theatre  of  the  war,  and  penetrate  into  Moravia, 
a  fertile  country,  which  had  hitherto  been  kept  sacred 
from  ravage  and  contribution.  Having  formed  an  army 
of  fifty  thousand  choice  troops,  near  Niess,  in  Silesia,  he 
divided  them  into  three  columns;  the  first  conamanded 
by  mareschal  Keith,  the  second  by  himself  in  person, 
and  the  third  conducted  by  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt- 
Dessau.  In  the  latter  end  of  April,  they  began  their 
march  towards  Moravia;  and  general  de  la  Ville,  who 
commanded  a  body  of  troops  in  that  country,  retired  as 
they  advanced,  after  having  thrown  a  strong-  reinforce- 
ment into  Olmutz,  which  the  kii^  was  determined  to 
besiege.  Had  he  passed  by  this  fortress,  which  waa 
strongly  fortified,  and  well  provided  for  a  vigorousdefence, 

;  .  ■       .   .         :     i 

«  At  this  junctare  the  Pniasian  commanda^tt  of  Dresden  being  admit^dinto' 
tlie  Japan  palace,  to  see  the  curious  potcelain  -with  which  it  is  adoitied',  perceived 
a  door  built  up ;  and  orderiiig  the  passage  to  be  opened,  entered  n  Is^e  apant- 
ment,  where  ne  found  three  thousand  tents,  and  other  field  Utensils.  IniBse  hai^' 
been  concealed  here  when  the  PruMoans  :ir$t  took  possession  of  the  city ;  tiiey 
were  immediately  seized  by  the  commandant,  and  ^tributed  among  the  troops- of 
prince  Henry's  army.  * 
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he  might  have  iadt^ced  to  the  gates  oC  Vieima,  and  rer 
duced  the  enaperor  to  the  necessity  of  suing  for'  peaoe 
on  his  own  terms ;  but  it  ^eems  he  was  unwilling  to  de^- 
viate  so  fsur  frcnn  the  common  maxims  of  war  as  to  leate 
a  fortified  place  in  the  rear ;  and,  therefore,  he  determined 
to  make  lumself  master  of  it  before  he  should  proceed, 
For  this  purpose  it  was  unmediately  invested :  orders 
were  issued  to  hasten  up  the  heayy  artillary,  and  mares- 
chal  Keith  was  appointed  to  supermtend  and  direct  the 
op^tions  of  the  ^ege.  Meax^while,  the  Austrian  com- 
mander, count  Daun,  being  informed  of  his  P^ssian 
majesty's  motions  and  designs,  quitted  his  camp  at  Leu- 
tomyssel  in  Bohemia,  and  eiitered  Moravia  by  the  ws^ 
of  Billa.  Being  still  too  weak  to  encounter  the  Prussians 
in  the  field,  he  extended  his  troops  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  king's  army,  betwixt  Gewitz  and  Littau,  in  a 
mountainous  situation,  where  he  ran  little  or  no  risk  of 
bein^  attacked.  Here  he  remained  for  si^oae  time  in 
qui^  with  the  fertile  country  oi  Bohemia  in  his  rear, 
from  vi^aeace  he  drew  plentiful  suf^plies,  and  reoeiyed 
daily  reinforcements.  His  schdttie  was  to  rdieve  the 
besieged  occasionally;  to  Imrass  the  besiegers,  and  to 
fattercept  their  convoys  from,  ^lesia ;  and  this  scheme 
auceeed^  to  Jas  wish.  01mut2  is  so  exteiusive  in  its 
wcHrks„  and  «o  peculiarly  situated  on  the  river  Morava, 
tibajt  it  could  not  be  completely  invested  without  weak- 
ening the  posts  of  the  besieiging  arn^y,  by  extending  them 
to.  a  p^odigioiis  circuit;  ^o  that  in  some  parts  they  were 
easily  forced  by  detachments  in  lhfe.ni^ht^  who  foil  upon 
them  suddenly,  and  seldcon  failed  4o  introduce  into  the 
place  i(u|^ies  of  men,  provisions,  and  'adnttatetition*  The 
forage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ihe  city  having  horn 
previously  destroyed,  the  Prussian  horse  were  obliged  to 
ma^e  excursibnis  at  a  great  distance,  consequently  ex- 
posed to  firtigtte,  and  liable  to  awrprise;  and  m  a  word, 
the  Pmsirians  were  not  very  'expert  in  the  art  of  iown- 
taking. 
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^  XXXIil.  Count  Dauh  knew  how  to  take  advubtage 
of  these  circumstances,  without  kazai<dfilig  a  balftle,  to 
which  the  king  ppovoked  him  in  vain.     While  the  gar- 
rison made  repeated  sallies  to  retard  the  operations  "of 
the  foeseigers,  the  Austrian  general  harassed  their  fo- 
racing  parties,  fell  upon  differait  qu«rtere  of  their  army 
in  the  night,  and  kept  them  in  continual  alarm.  Never^ 
theless,  the  king  finished  his  fif^st  parallel ;  and  proceeded 
with  «uoh  vigour  aiS  seemed  to  promise  a  speedy  reduc- 
tion ^f  the  place,  when  his  design  was  entirely  frustrated 
by  an  untowstrd  ^incident.     Mareschal  Daun,  having  re^ 
cdved  intelligenee  that  a  ktrge  confvoy  had  set^ut  from 
Silesia  for  the  Pruissiaa  camp,  Tesolved  to  seii^e  this  op<- 
portumty  of  compelling  the  king  to  desist  from  his  enflet*- 
prise.    He  seiift  general  Jahnus,  with  a  strong  hbdy  olT 
troops  towards  Bahm,  and  ^another  'detachmeirt  to  'Stadt^ 
oliebe,  wilii  ini^tnscttops  to  attack  the  convoy  on  different 
sides;  while  he  hmisdf ^advanced  tewaridis  the  besiegers^ 
asifhe  int^itded  to  giv>e  them  battle.  Hie  king  of  Prus- 
sia, far  from  being  deceived  by  this  feint,  began,  from 
the  motions  of  the  Austrisixi  general,  to  ^inspect  his  real 
scheme,  and  immediately  dispatched  general  Ziethen ^ 
withia  strong  i^nfbreement,  to  protect  the  convoy,  wMc^h 
was  escorted  by  eight  battalions,  and  about  ^iour  thou- 
sand men,  who  had  been  sick,  and  weve  just  'feoovered. 
Before  this  officer  jomed  iiiem,  the  ccimnoy  had  been 
attacked  on  the  fiSth  day  of  June;  Imt  the-  a»sMtiknti 
were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  Matreschal  Daun, 
however,  took  care  that  they  should  be  immediaftely  re-^ 
inlbrced;  ^and  next  day  the  attadc  was  i^nevred  mv&t 
much  greater  efieOt.     Four  l»indred  waggons^  ^gMrded 
by  four  battalions,  and  about  one  thousand  troopers,  had 
j^mt  passed  the  defiles  of  Domstadt,  when  the  Auetrians 
diarged  them  furiously  on  every  side :  die  comnmnica^ 
tvon  hetmeea  the  head  and  the  rest  of  die  convoy  wm 
cutoff;  «nd  general  Ziethen,  after  having  eKcated  aft  ibis 
effiirts  for  its  pr^ervation,  being  obliged  to  sdbandon  thtt 
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waggons,  retired  to  Troj[)pau.     Thus  the  whole  convoy 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the,  enemy,  who  took  above  six 
hundred  prisoners,  together  with  general  Putkammei*  j 
and  the  king  of  Prussia  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his 
enterprise.    This  was  a  mortifying  necessity  to  a  prince 
of  his  high  spirit,  at  a  time  when  he  saw  himself  on  the 
eve  of  reducing  the  place,  notwithstanding  the  gallant 
defence  which  had  been  made  by  general  Marshal,  the 
governor.    Nothing  now  remained  but  to  raise  the  siege, 
and  retire  without  loss  in  the  face  of  a  vigilant  enemy, 
prepared  to  seize  every  opportunity  of  advantage :  a  task 
which,  how  hard  soever  it  may  appear^  he  performed 
with  equal  dexterity  and  success.     Instead  of  retiring 
into  Silesia,  he  resolved  to  avert  the  war  from  his  own 
dominions,  and  take  the  route  of  Bohemia,  the  frontiers 
of  which  were  left  uncovered  by  mareschal  Daun's  last 
motion,  when  he  advanced  his  quarters  to  Posnitz,  in 
order  to  succour  Olnmtz  the  more  effectually.  After  the 
king  had  taken  his  measures,  he  carefully  concealed  his 
design  from  the  enemy,  and,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
]xis  cdnvoy,  prosecuted  the  operations  of  the  siege  with 
redoubled  vigour,  till  the  1st  day  of  July,  when  he  de- 
camped in  the  night,  and  began  his  march  to  Bohemia; 
He  himself,  with  one  division,  took  the  road  to  Konitz ; 
and  mareschal  Keith  having  brought  away  all  the  artil- 
lery^ except  four  mortars,  and  one  disabled  cannon,  pur- 
sued his  march  by  the  way  of  Littau  to  Muglitz  and 
Tribaii.     Although  his  Prussian  majesty  had  gained  an 
entire  march  upon  the  Austrians,  dieir  light  troops, 
commanded  by  the  generals  Buccow  and  l^audohn^  did 
aot  fail  to  attend  and  harass  his  army  in  their  retreat ; 
but  their  endeavours  were  in  great  measure  frustrated  by 
the  conduct  and  circumspection  of  the  Prussian  com- 
manders.    After  the  reoar  of  the  army  had  passed  the 
defiles  of  Kr^au,  general  Lasci,  who  was  posted  at 
Gibau  with  a  large  body  of  Austrian  tr<>ops,  occupied 
tb^  village  of  KF6hau  with  a  detachment  of  grena- 
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diersy  who  were  soon  dislodged ;  and  fhe  Pnyisians  pur* 
sued  their  marchbyZwittau  to  Leutomyssel,  where  they 
seized  a  magazine  of  meal  and  forage.  In  the  mean  time^ 
general  de  Ratzow,  who  conducted  the  provisions  and  ar- 
tillery, found  the  hills  of  Hollitz  possessed  by  the  enemy, 
who  cannonaded  him  as  he  advanced :  but  mareschal 
Keith  coming  up,  ordered  him  to  be  attacked  in  the  rear, 
and  they  fled  into  a  wood  with  precipitation,  with  the 
loss  of  six  officers  and  three  hundred  men,  who  were 
taken  prisoners.     While  the  mareschal  was  thus'  em- 
ployed, the  king  proceeded  from  Leutomyssel  to  Ko- 
ningsgratz,  where  general  Buccow,  who  had  got  the  start 
of  him,  was  posted  with  seven  thousand  men  behmd  the 
Elbe,  and  in  the  intrenchments  which  they  had  thrown 
up  all  around  the  city.     The  Prussian  troops,  as  they 
arrived,  passed  over  the  little  river  Adler;  and  as  the 
enemy  had  broken  down  the  bridges  over  the  Elbe,  the 
king  ordered  them  to  be  repaired  with  all  expedition, 
being  deteitained  to  attack  the  Austrian  intrenchments ; 
but  general  Buccow  did  not  wait  for  his  approach. 
He  abandoned  his  intrenchments,  and  retired  with  his 
troops  to  Clumetz;  so  that  the  king  took  possession  of 
the  most  important  post  of  Koningsgratz  without  farther 
opposition.     An  Austrian  corps  having  taken  post  be- 
tween him  and  Hollitz,  in  order  to  obstruct  the  march  of 
the  artillery,  he  advanced  against  them  in  person,  and  hav- 
ing driven  them  from  the  place,  all  his  camion,  military 
stores,  provision,  with  fifteen  hundred  sick  and  wounded 
men,  arrived  in  safety  at  Koningsgratz,  where  the  whole 
army  encamped.     His  intention  was  to  transfer  the  seat 
of  war  from  Moravia  to  Bohemia,  where  he  should  be 
able  to  maintain  a  more  easy  communication  with  his 
own  dominions ;  but  a  more  powerful  motive  soon  obliged 
him  to  change  his  resolution.  ^ 

§  XXXIV.  After  the  Russian  troops,  under  Apraxin, 
had  retreated  from  Pomerania  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  the  czarina seemed  ready  to  change  her 
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systcBQ)  the  coiurtB'  of  Vienna  and  Va'SfttlVe»  had;  by  diiik 
oC  (mbaidieB,  pPomiBCB,  pnresenta^  and  intt^^uesy  attached 
her,  in*  all  appearance,  more  firmly  than,  ever  to  the  coxi- 
foderacy^  and  even  induced  her  to  augment  the  number 
of  troopsr  destined  to  act  against  the  Prussian  Kioiaarcb- 
Sbe  not  only  signed  her  aecessk>n  in  fovm  to  iAat  i^uad- 
riflple  alliance  with  the  empress-quean  and  the  kii^  of 
Fmntce  and  Swedm,  but,  in  order  to  manifest  her  seal 
to  the  common  eaus^  she  disgraced  her  chancellor^ 
Goiant  BfCstuchei^  who  was  supposed  aveise  ta  the  war : 
she  divided  her  forces  into  separate  bodies,,  imder  the 
comznand  of  the  generaLsr  Fermer  and  ftxnrae,  and  or** 
dex^d  them  to  put  their  troops  in  motion  m  the  middle 
of  winter.  Fescmer  accordingly  began  his  march  in  the 
banning  o£  Jamiiaary,  and  on  the  22d  his  light  troops 
t^d^  possession  of  Koningsberg,  the  capital  of  Prussia^ 
wilJiout  opposition :  for  the  king'st  focee^  had  quitted 
tlwk  country,  in  order  to  prosecute  the  waa:  in  the  western 
parte,  of  PomemiQia*  They  did.  not,  however^  maintajoni 
tht^mdelves  m  this  part  of  tke  country;  bu4,  aftf^  haying 
mm^d  some  districts,  retvimed  to  the  main  body,  which 
halted  on  the  Vistala,.  tot  the  no  small  dktuorbanee  of  the 
ckjT  of  Dadutzici  The  resident  of  the  czarina  aetuaHy 
demanded  that  the  magistrates  should  receive  a  Russian; 
gartisou ;  a  demand  which,  they  not  only  peremptorily 
re&sed,  but  ordered  aU  the  citizens  to  armS)  and  toDrk 
evoy  othcv  method  to  provide  for  their  defence*  At 
lengthy  after  some  negotiation  with  geneial  Fermer,  the 
affair  was  compromised :  be  desisted  firom  Idbe  demand,i 
and  part  of  his*  troops  passed  the  Vistula^  seemin^y  to* 
ittvade  PemeraBtai,  in  the  eastern  part  of  which  count 
Skkhna  had  assembled  an  army  of  F^russians  U>  <^^pose; 
their  progress*  But.  after  they  Wd  pillaged  the  open, 
country,  they  rejoined  their  main  body;  and  general 
Fermer,  tuorning  to  the  left,,  advanced  to  Silesia,  in  order 
to  eo-operate  witb  the  other  Russian  army  commanded 
brf;  Browme,  who  had  taken  bis  route  through  Poland^. 
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and  already  passed  tlie  Posna.  By  the  1st  of  July,  both 
bedies  bad  reached  the  frontiers,  of  Silesia,  audi  some  of 
thf^r  Cossacks,  ^penetrating  into  that  province,  had  com«* 
mitted  dreadful  mvages,  and  overwhelmed  the  inhabit* 
ants  with  consternation.  Count  Dohna,  with  the  Pros** 
sian  a]*my  under  his  eommakd,  had  attended  their  mo- 
tions, and  even  passed  the  Oder  at  Frankfort,  a&  if  he 
had  intended  to  give  them  battle  ;  but  he  was  too  much 
infericff  in  number  to  hazard  such  a  step,  which  became 
dox  object  of  hia  sovereign's  own  personal  attmtion, 
Mareschal  Baun  had  followed  the  king  into  Bohemia, 
and,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  encamped  oa  the  hills  of 
Labkchau,  a  situation  almost  inaccessibly  where  he  re-, 
solved  to  remain  ^nd  watck  the  motions  of  the  Prussian 
monarch,  until  some  opportunity  should  offer  of  acting 
to  advantage.  Nature  seems  to  have  expressly  fermed 
this  commander  widi  taloits  to  penetrate  the  designs, 
embarrass  the  genius,  and  check  the  impetuosity,  of  the 
Prussian  monarch.  He  was  justly  compared  to  Fabius 
Maxinms,  distinguished  by  the  epithet  of  Cunctator.  He 
possessed  all  the  vigilance,  caution,  and  sagacity,  of  that 
celebrated  Roman*  Like  him^  he  hovered  on  the  skirts 
of  the  enemy,  harassing  their  parties,  accustoming  the 
soldiers  to  strkt  discipline,  hard  service,  and  the  face  of 
a  formidable  foe,  and  watching  for  opportunities,  which 
he  knew  how  to  seise  with  equal  courage  and  celerity. 

§  XXXV.  The  king  of  Prussia,  being  induced  by  a 
ccmcurreiice  of  motives  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  Rus- 
sians in  Silesia,  made  his  dispositions  for  retreating  from 
Bohemia,,  and,  on  the  25th  day  of  July  ,^  quitted  the  camp 
at  Kouingsgratz,  He  was  attended  in  his  march  by  three, 
thousand  Austrian  light  troops,  who  did  not  fail  to  in- 
Gommode  his  rear ;  but,  notwithstanding  these  impedi«^ 
ments,  he  passed  the  Mittau,  proceeded  on  his  route,  and 
on  the  9th  day  of  August  arrived  at  Lamdshut.  From 
thence  he  hastened  with  a  detachment  towards  Frankfort, 
oil  the  Oder,  and  joined  the  army  commanded  by  lieu- 


444  ENGLAND.  [1768. 

tenant-general  Dohna  at  Gorgas.  Then  the  yrhole  army 
passed  the  Oder  by  a  bridge  thrown  orer  at  Gatavise, 
and  having  rested  bne  day,  advanced  to  Dertmitzal, 
where  he  encamped.  The  Russians  under  general  Fer- 
mer  were  posted  on  the  other  side  of  the  little  river  Mit- 
zel,  their  right  extending  to  the  village  of  Zwicker,  and 
their  left  to  Quertchem.  The  king  being  determined  to 
hazard  a  battle,  passed  the  Mitzel  on  the  25th  iii  the 
morning,  and  turning  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  drew  up 
bis  army  in  order  of  battle  in  the  plain  between  the  little 
river  and  the  town  of  Zomdorf.  The  Russians,  bv  whom 
he  was  out-numbered,  did  not  decline  the  dispute ;  but 
as  the  ground  did  not  permit  them  to  extend  themselves, 
they  appeared  in  four  lines,  forming  a  front  on  every 
sidfe,  defended  by  cannon  and  a  chevaux-de-frise,  their 
right  flank  covered  by  the  village  of  Zwicker.  After  a 
warm  cannonade,  the  Prussian  infantry  were  ordered  to 
attack  the  village,  and  a  body  of  grenadiers  advanced  to 
the  assault ;  but  this  brigade  unexpectedly  giving  way, 
occasioned  a  considerable  opening  in  the  line,  and  left 
the  whole  flank  of  the  infantry  uncovered.  Before  the 
enemy  ciould  take  advantage  of  this  incident,  the  inter- 
val was  filled  up  by  the  cavalry  under  the  command  of 
'generd.1  Seydlitz ;  and  the  king,  with  his  usual  presence 
c^inind,  substituted  another  choice  body  of  troops  to 
carry  on  the  attack.  This  began  about  noon,  and  con- 
tinued ,  for  some  time,  during  which  both  sides  fought 
with  equal  courage  and  perseverance :  at  length  general 
Seydlitz,  having  routed  the  Russian  cavalry,  fell  upon 
the  flank  of  the  infantry  with  great  fury,  which  being 
also  dreadfully  annoyed  by  the  Prussian  artillery,  they 
abandoned  the  village,  together  with  their  military  chest, 
aiid  great  part  of  their  baggage.  ^Notwithstanding  this 
loss,  which  had  greatly  disordered  their  right  wing, 
they  continued  to  stand  their  ground,  and  terrible  havoc 
was  made  among  them,  not  only  with  the  sword  and 
bayonet,  but  also  by  the  cannon,  which  were  loaded  with 
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gr^pe-shot,  and  being  aicellently  served^  did  great  exe* 
~  cution.  Towards  evening  the  confusion,  among  them 
increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  in  all  probability  they 
would  have  been  entirely  routed,  had  they  not  been  fa* 
voured  with  the  approaching  darkness,  as  well  as  by  a 
particular  operation,  which  was  very  gallantly  performed. 
One  of  the  Russian  generals,  perceiving  the  fortune  of 
the  day  turned  against  them,  rallied  a  select  body  of 
troops,  and  made  a  vigorous  impression  on  the  right 
wing  of  the  Prussians.  This  effort  diverted  their  atten^ 
tion  so  strongly  to  that  quarter,  that  the  right  of  the 
Russians  enjoyed  a  respite,  during  which  they  retired  in 
tolerable  order,  and  occupied  a  new  post  on  the  right, 
where  the  rest  of  their  forces  were  the  more  easily  as- 
sembled. In  this  battle  they  are  said  to  have  lost  above 
fifteen  thousand  men,  thirty^seven  colours,  five  standards, 
twelve  mortars,  the  greater  part  of  their  baggage,  and 
above  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  Among  the  pri- 
soners that  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victor,  were  several 
general  officers,  and  a  good  number  lost  their  lives  on 
the  field  of  battle.  The  victory  cost  the  king  above  two 
thousand  men,  including  some  officers  of  distinction, 
particularly  two  aides-de-camp,  who  attended  his  own 
person,  which  he  reposed  without  scruple  to  all  the  pe- 
rils of  the  day.  It  would  have  redounded  still  more  to 
his  glory,  had  he  put  a  stop  to  the  carnage;'  for,  after 
all  resistance  was  at  an  end,  the  wretched  Russians  were 
hewn  down  without  mercy.  It  must  be  owned,  indeed, 
that  the  Prussian  soldiers  were,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
exasperated  against  this  enemy,  because  they  had  laid 
waste  the  country,  burned  the  villages,  ruined  the  pea- 
sants, and  committed  many  horrid  acts  of  barbarity, 
which  the  practice  of  war  could  not  authorize.**    The 

^  A  detail  of  the  croeltieB  committed  by  thofla  baibaiians  caxmot  be  read  with* 
out  honor.  They  not  only  burned  a  gkeat  number  of  villages,  but  they  rayiBhed, 
rifled,  murdered,  and  mutilated  the  inhabitants,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex, 
without  any  other  proTOcatiqp  or  ipcitement  than  brutal  lust  and  wantonness  of 
barbarity.  They  eren  violated  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead,  which  have  been  held 
s^pred  among  Uie  most  sa^vi^e  nations.    At  Gamin  and  Breckholtz  they  faroeS 
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PrussiAB.  army  passed  tite  n%bt  under  anna^  and  next 
Biioniing  the  cannonade  wad  renewed  agaiitst  tb6  enemy, 
who>  neyertheless,  maintained  that  position,  without 
flinching.  On  the  27th,  they  seetned  determined  to  ha* 
zard  another  action,. and  even  attack  the  conquerors:  in* 
stead  of  advancing,  however,  they  todk  the  route  of 
Landsbei^ ;  but  afterward  turned  off  towards  Vietzel, 
and  posted  themseives  between  the  river  Warta  and  that 

open  the  Rraiv««  ind  Mpalehral  Taalts,  aad  stripped  th«  bod^eit  «f  die  giQaarals 
S^Uabemaorf  and  Ruite,  which  had  been  deposited  there.  But  the  collected 
fevce  of  ^eir  vengeanee  was  dischai|(ed  against  Costno,  the  capital  of  ^e  New 
M afche  of  Brandenbiurgh,  sitoated  at  the  conflux  of  the  Warta  and  the  0der» 
abovt  iUlbeeA  EngKsh  miles  from  Frankfort.  The  particulars  of  the  disaster  that 
befel  this  eity»  are  pathetically  related  in  the  foUoiwing  extracts  fwm,  a  letter 
written  br  an  inhabitant  and  eye-witness. 

"  Ob  the  13th  of  Angiist,  alioat  three  o'clock  in  the  aftemooiift  a  sudden  teporC 
was  spread  that  a  body  of  Russian  hussars  and  Cossacks  appeared  in  sight  of 
the  little  seburb.  All  the  people  were  immediately  in  motion,  and  the  wJioIe 
eity  was  filled  with  terror,  especially  as  we  were  certainly  informed  that  the 
whole  Rusi^an  army  was  adrancing  fi^m  Meserick  and  Konigswalda,  by  the  way 
of  landjsbexg*  A  reinforcement  was  immediately  sen^t  to  o«r  pioquet-gaani  in 
the  suburb,  amounting,  by  this  junction,  to  three  hundred  men,  who  were  soon 
ajbtaeked  by  the  exkemy,  aad  the  skinnish  lasted  fremr  four  tiU  seven  in  l9^e  even* 
ing.  Inuring  this  dispute,  we  could  plainly  perceive  from  oux  ramparts  and  church- 
steeples,  several  penxAs  of  distinction  mouated'ott  Eagtish  horses,  reconnoitring 
our  fortification  through  perspective  glasses.  They  retired,  however,  when  our 
cannon  began  to  fire :  then  our  picquet  took  possesion  of  their  former  post  in  the 
saburb,  »id  the  reinforcement  we  had  sent  from  the  city  retozne^;  after  haviae 
broken  down  the  bridge  over  the  Oder.  Neit  day  count  Dohna,  who  commandea 
tbe  ajmy  near  Frankfort^  seat  in  a  reinforcement  of  i>ur  battalions^  tensqnadions, 
and  a  small  body  of  hussars,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general  ScherlenK 
mer.  The  hussars  and  a  body  of  dragoons  wef^  added  to  the  picquet  of  the  Utde 
suburb ;  the  four  battalions  {Atched  iSxeir  tents  on  the  Anger,  between  the  soburh- 
and  fortification ;  and  the  rest  of  the  dragoons  remained  in  the  field  to  cover  the 
long  sttbuxb.  General  Scherlemmear,  atUnded  by  enr  governor^  colonel  S(^iicli« 
went  with  a  small  party  to  observe  the  enemy ;  but  were  obliged  to  retire,  and 
were  punned  by  the  Co^aaeke  to  the  watts  of  the  city*  Between  four  and  five 
o'clock  next  morning,  the  poor  inhabitants  were  roused  from  their  sleep  by  the 
noise  of  the  cannon,  intermingled  with  the  diso^  shrieks  and  hideous  yeltingB  ot 
the  Cossacks  belonging  to  the  RuBsian  army.  Alarmed  at  this  honidi  neise,  I 
ascmded  the  church- steeple,  from  whence  I  beheld  the  whole  plain,  extending 
from  the  little  suburb  to  the  fhrest,  covered  with  the^enemy'b  troops,  and  our  KgH 
horse,  supported  by  the  infantry,  engaged  in  different  places  with  their  irregularsb 
At  eight  I  descried  a  body  of  the  enemy's  inftmtzy,  nAose  van  consisted  of  four  or 
five  Siousand  men,  advancing  towards  the  vineyard*  in  the  netghbouxhcMXl  of 
which  they  had  raised  occasional  batteries  in  the  preceding  evening;  from  these 
they  now  played  on  our  picquet-guard  and  hussars,  who  were  obliged  to  ietii9» 
They  then  fired,  en  ricoehet,  on  the  tents  and  baggage  of  the  four  battalions  en- 
cano^ped  on  the  Anger^  ^o  were  also  compelled  to  retMat.  Hiuing'tfaits  cieosedF 
the  environs,  they  threw  into  the  city  such  a  number  of  bombs  and  led-hot  -bnl- 
Itti,  that  by  nine  in  the  morning  it  was  set  on  five  in  three- Afferent  places ;  and 
the  streets  being  narrow,  burned  with  such  fury,  that  all  our  endeavoun^  to  extin- 
giush  it  proved  ineffectuaL  At  this  time  the  whole  atmosphere  appeared  like  a 
s}sow«r  of  fiery  rain  and  hail;  and  the  miserable  inhabitanta  thought  ef  A«thinc 
but  saving  their  lives  by  running  into  the  ppen  fields^  The  whole  plaee  wae  flllel 
^th  tanec  and  consternation,  and  resounded  with  the  sfazieks  of  women'  and  ehil- 
dken»  who  lan  about  in  the  utmost  distraction,  exposed  to  the  shot  and  bomb> 
sheUs»  which,  bursting,  tore  in  fueces  every  thing  tlut  stood  in  their  way^*    As  I 
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viiUaEge.  Immedisd^ty  t&ec  the  batde^  general  Fenoer/ 
who  had  reeeived  a  slight  wound  in  the  action,  sent  a 
trumpet  wi^h  a  lettca*  to  tieatenant-general  Dohna,  de-  ^ 
siasixtg  a  suspension  of  anns  for  two  or  three  day^  ta  bnurjr 
the  dead,  and.  take  care  of  the  wounded;  aaad  present* 
ing  to  his  Pmsaian  majesty  the  bumble  request  of  gene- 
ral Browne,  who  was  much  weakened  with  the  loss  eS 
blood,  that  he  might  have  a  passport,  by  virtue  of  which 
he  could  be  removed  to  a  place  where  he  should  find 
SKicb  accommodation  asr  his  situation  required.  In  aiH 
srwer  to  this  message,  count  Dohna  gave  the  Russian  ge- 
iMTal  ta  understand,  that  as  his  Prussian  majesty  remainr 

]*d  my  wife^widi  a  young  c&ild  in.  hti  aimB,  and  diove  tlia  retf  of  toy  ddildtea 
and  servants  half  naked  before  me,  these  instruments  of  death  and  devastation 
fell  abGfut  us  like  hail ;  bat»  by  the  mercy  of  6od,  ve  aH  escaped  uahtirt.  Nothing 
could  be  more  mehuichol]^  and  afiiectrag  than  asig^t  of  die  wretdied  peopld  %mg 
in  crowds,  and  leaving  their  all  behind,  while  they  rent  the  sky  with  their  Tamen- 
titttfttf  •  MaBjif  womBfi  of-  distinctikm.  i  nm  vitkout  shoes  ana^  stockings,  and  aK 
most  without  clothes,  who  had  been  soused  from  their  beds,  and  ran  out  naked 
into  thestreots.  When  my  lasaily  had  reac&ed  tilie  0{>eft'piaia»  I  endeaitottrdd  to 
return  and  save  some  of  my  effects* ;  but  I  could  sot  force  my  way  through  a  mul- 
titude of  people,  thronging  out  at  the  gate,  some  sick  and  bed-ridden  perBanfl.bew 
i^g  earned  o&  horseback,  and  m  carriages,  and  others  conv«yed  oa  the  hsuakA  of 
their  Mends,  through  a  most  dreadful*  scene  of  horror  and  desolation.  A  great 
number  a£  families  fson  the  opeo  eouatiy,  and.  tilie  defenceless  towns  ift  PRnsia 
and  Pomerania,  had  come  hither  for  shelter  with  their  most  valuable  effects^  when 
{tte  Kossians  fint  entered  tho^  kiiig*»  territories.  Theeo,  a»  well  a»  the  inhal»tamtii> 
are  all  ruined ;.  and  many,.whQ  a  few  da^s  ago  possessed  consideraA>le  wealth,  are 
now  reduced  to  ^e  utmost  indigence.  Th€  neighbouring  towns  and  villages  were 
sooa  c^wded  with  tiio  i^ople  of  Custan ;  ih&  rdads  were  filled  with.  (Ejects-  of 
misery ;  and  nothing  was  seen  but  nakedness  and  despair;  nothing  heard  but  the 
cr^ea  ol  htisgcEi,  ftBr»  and  distractiou*  For  my  own  part,  I  stayed  ail  night  at 
Goltz,  and  then  proceeded  for  Berlin*  Custrin  is  now  in  a  heap  of  ruins.^  The 
gfoai  magazine,  the  goveno/s  houses  the  chmcb,  the- palace,  tho'  store  and  ardl- 
lery-houses,'in  a  word^  ^e  old  and  new  towms^  die  suburbs,  and  all  the  bridges^ 
were  reduced  to  ashes ;  nay,  after  Ihe  ashes  were  destroved,  the  piles  and  ster^- 
lingo  were  bumsd  to  thft  water's  edge*  The  writings  of  all  the  coUegesM  totflth&v 
with  the  archives  of  the  country,  were  totally  consumed,  together  with  a  prodigious 
Hyagazine  of  com  and  fkrar,  vabied  at  fem^^  nuUions^  of  crowns.  The  eaanon  in  the 
arsenal  wer»  all  melted ;  and  all  the  loaded  bombs  and  cartridges,-  with  a  large 
quantity  of  gunpowdei*,  went  off  at  once  with  a  mo0t  horrid  ezplosioti.  A  great 
num>er  of  the  inhabitantaari  missitkg,  supposed  to  have  perished  in  the  flames>  or 
Under  the  ruins  of  the  houses,  or  to  have  oeen  suffocated  in  subterraneous  vaults 
and  cavetnS)  to  which  they  .had  fled  for  safety." 

Nothing  could.be  more  inhuman,  6t  contrary  to  the  practice  o{  a  generous  ene- 
my, tfaEiftstteh  vengeanee  wreaked  iqxm  tho  innocent  mhahitasta;  lbs  tluei  Bosses 
did  not  begin  to  batter  the  fortifications  until  all  the  rest  of  ^e  place  was  de« 
tftroyed.  In  the  coarse  of  thi^  campaign,  the  Russian  Cossacks  are  said  ia  have 
plimdertd  and  burned  fourteen  large  town&  and  two  hundred  villages,  and  wantonl]^ 
butchered  above  two  thousand  defenceless  women  and  children*  Such  monsters 
of  b^baiilsy  Ott^t  to  be  exdudod  from  sM.  the  priioleges  of  human  jtaXvof^  and 
hunted  down  as  w^ld  beasts  without  pity  or  cessation.  ^  What  infamy  ought  those 
powers^  t»  incur,  who  emj^oy  and  encourage  sadi  ruthtess  baibasians  ^ 

^Gener^JFermer  was  of  Scottish  extract,  and  general  Browne  actually  a  native 
of  North  Britain. 
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ed  master  6f  the  fields  he  would  give  the  necessary  or- 
ders for  interring  tixe  dead,  and  taking  care  of  the 
wounded  on  both  sides:  he  refused  a  suspension  of  arms, 
but  granted  the  request  of  general  Browne ;  and  con- 
cluded his  letter  by  complaining  of  the  outrages  which 
the  Russian  troops  still  continued  to  commit,  in  pillaging 
and  burning  the  king's  villages. 

§  XXXVI.  The  king  of  Prussia  had  no  sooner  repulsed 
the  enemy  in  one  quarter,  than  his  presence  was  required 
in  another.  When  he  quitted  Bohemia,  mareschal  Daun, 
at  the  head  of  the  Austrian  army,  and  the  prince  de 
Deuxponts,  who  commanded  the  forces  of  the  empire, 
advanced  to  the  Elbe,  in  order  to  surround  the  king's 
brother  prince  Henry,  who,  without  immediate  succour, 
would  not  have  been  able  to  preserve  his  footing  in 
Saxony.  The  Prussian  monarch,  therefore,  determined 
to  support  him  with  all  possible  expedition.  In  a  few 
days  after  the. battle,  he  began  his  march  from  Custrin 
with  a  reinforcement  of  twenty-four  battalions  .and  great 
part  of  his  cavalry,  and  pursued  his  route  with  such 
unwearied  diligence,  that  by  the  5th  day  of  September 
he  reached  Torgau,  and  on  the  II th  joined  his  brother. 
Mareschal  Daun  had  posted  himself  at  Stolpen,  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Elbe,  in  order  to  preserve  an  easy  com- 
munication with  the  army  of  the  empire,  encamped  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Koningstein,  to  favour  the  opera- 
tions of  general  Laudohn,  who  had  advanced  through 
the  Lower  Lusatia  to  the  frontiers  of  Brandenburgh;  to 
make  a  diversion  from  the  southern  parts  of  Silesia,  where 
a  body  of  Austrian  troops  acted  under  the  command  of 
the  generals  Harsche  and  De  Ville;  and  to  interrupt 
the  commimication  between  prince  Henry  and  the  capital 
vf  Saxony.  On  the  6th  day  of  September,  the  garrison 
in  the  strong  fortress  of  Koningstein  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war,  after  a  very  feeble  resistance,  to 
the  prince  de  Deuxponts,  who  forthwith  took  possession 
of  the  strong  camp  at  Pirna.    When  the  king  of  Prussia, 
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tKerefore,  arrived  at  Dresden,  he  found  the  anny  of  the 
empire  in  this  position,  and  mareschal  Daiin  in  a  still 
stronger  situation  at  Stolpen,  with  bridges  of  communi- 
cation thrown  over  the  Elbe,  s6  that  he  could  not  attack 
them  with  any  prospect  of  advantage.    He  had  no  other 
resolution  to  take,  but  that  of  endeavouring  to  cut  them 
off  from  supplies  of  provision,  and  with  this  view  he 
marched  to  Bautzen,  which  he  occupied.     This  motion 
obliged  the  Austrian  general  to  quit  his  camp  at  Stolpen, 
but  he  chose  another  of  equal  strength  at  Libau;  yet  he 
afterward  advanced  to  Rittlitz,  that  he  might  be  at  hand 
to  seize  the  first  favourable  occasion  of  executing  the 
resolution  he  had  formed  to  attack  the  Prussians.     The 
king  having  detached  general  Ratzow  on  his  left,  to  take 
possession  of  Weissenberg,  marched  forwards  with  the 
body  of  his  army,  and  posted  himself  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Hochkirchen,  after  having  dislodged  the  Aus- 
trians  from  that  village.     Matters  were  now  brought  to 
such  a  delicate  crisis,  that  a  battle  seemed  inevitable,  and 
equally  desired  by  both  parties,  as  an  event  that  would 
determine  whether  the  Austrians  should  be  obliged  to 
retreat  for  winter-quarters  into  Bohemia,  or  be  enabled 
to  maintain  their  ground  in  Saxony.     In  this  situation, 
mareschal  Datin  resolved  to  act  offensively;  and  formed 
a  scheme  for  attacking  the  right  flank  of  the  Prussians 
by  surprise.    This  measure  was  suggested  to  him  by  an 
oversight  of  the  Prussians,  who  had  neglected  to  occupy 
the  heights  that  commanded  the  village  of  Hochkirchen, 
which  was  only  guarded  by  a  few  free  companies.    He 
determined  to  take  the  advantage  of  a  very  dark  night, 
and  to  employ  the  flower  of  his  whole  army  on  this  im- 
portant service,  well  knowing  that  should  they  penetrate 
through  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  Prussian  army 
would  be  disconcerted,  and  in  all  probability  entirely 
ruined.     Having  taken  his  measures  with  wonderful 
secrecy  and  circumspection,  the  troops  began  to  move  m 
the  night  between  the  13th  €m4  14th  of  October,  favoured 
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by  a  thick  fog,  which  greaidy  increased  the  darkiiess  of 
the  night.  Their  first  eare  was  to  take  possession  of  the 
hill  that  'comaumded  Hochkir<^n,  from  whence  they 
poured  down  upon  the  village,  of  which  they  took  pos- 
session, after  having  cut  in  pieces  the  free  companies 
posted  Aepe.  The  action  began  in  this  quarter  about 
four  in  the  morning,  tmd  contintied  several  hours  with 
great  fury;  for,  notwithstanding  the  impetuous  efforts  of 
the  Austrian  troops,  and  the  confusion  occasioned  among 
tie  Prussians  by  the  surprise,  a  vigorous  stand  was  made 
by  some  general  officers,  who,  with  admirable  expedifiori 
and  presence  of  mind,  assembled  and  arranged  the  troops 
as  they  could  take  to  their  arms,  and  led  them  up  to  the 
attack  without  distinction  of  regiment,  place,  or  prece- 
dence. While  the  tfcction  was  obstinately  and  despe- 
rately maintained  in  this  place,  amidst  all  the  horrors  of 
daaokness,  eaoiage,  and  confusion,  the  king  being  alarmed, 
exeiited  all  his  personal  activity,  address,  and  recollec- 
JtieA,  in  drawing  regularity  from  disorder,  arranging  the 
diiferent  corps,  altering  positions,  reinforcing  weak  posts, 
encouraging  the  soldiery,  and  opposing  the  efforts  of  the 
enemy;  for  although  they  made  theiT  chief  impression 
upon  the  right,  by  the  village  of  Hochkircben,  unareschal 
Daan,  in  order  to  divide  tfce  attenftion  of  the  king,  made 
another  attack  upon  the  left,  which  was  with  -difficulty 
sustained,  and  effectually  prevented  him  from  Bending 
resnofoi^cements  to  the  right,  where  mareschal  Keith,'under 
4ihe  g?eatest*disadTO»ljage8,  bof  e  the  brunt  of  Ae  -enemy's 
dbief  endeavours.  Thus  the  batde  raged  tiH  nine  in  l3he 
morning,  when  this  gallant  officer  was  ^hot  through  the 
heail;.  Prince  Francis  of  Brunswicfe  bad  met  with  the 
same  fate ;  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  was  wottnded  and 
takesi  prisoner,  ted  many  others  were  either  dain  or 
disWbied.  As  the  right  wing  had  been  surprised,  the 
tei^«4(Mrtinued  standing,  «md  greatly  embarrassed  them 
in  their  defence.  The  soldier's  had  never  been  properfy 
dTa;9m  up  in  order;  the  enemy  still  persevered  in  their 
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atlack  mnik  successive  reiDforcements  and  redoubled 
resolution ;  and  a  consider^le  slaughter  was  made  by 
their  artille^,  which  they  had  brought  up  to  the  heights 
of  Hochkircheo.  All  ihese  circumstances  concurring, 
could  not  fail  to  increase  the  confusion  and  disaster  of 
the  Prussians :  so  that  about  ten^  the  king  was  obliged 
to  r^re  to  Dobreschutz,  with  the  loss  of  s^ven  tiiousand 
men,  of  all  hs  tents,  and  part  of  his  baggage.  Nor  had 
the  Austrian  gena;^  much  cause  to  boast  (tf  his  victprj. 
His  loss  of  men  was  pretty  neaiiy  equal  to  that  of  tbe 
Prussian  mdnareh :  and,  whaterer  reputation  he  might 
have  aoquired  in  foiling  that  enterprising  prince,  cer* 
tainly  his  design  did  not  lake  efieqt  in  its  fiall  extent,  for 
die  Prussians  were  next  day  in  a  condition  to  haearXl 
anotb^  engagement.  The  king  of  Prussia  had  sustained 
m>  damage  which  he  couid  not  easily  repair,  except  the 
death  of  inareschal  Keith,  which  was  doubtless  an  urn- 
parable  misfortune,^ 

^  Asveiy  litlile  notice  was  taken,  in  the  detail  pnblisbed  by  authority,  of  any 
XMfft  which  this  great  smn  acted  in  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen,  and  a  report  was 
ladustriously  circulated  in  this  kingdom,  ihat  he  was  surprised  in  his  tent,  naked, 
and  half  asleep,  we  think  it  the  du^  of  a  candid  historian  to  vindicate  his  memory 
and  reputation  from  the  foul  aspersion  thrown  by  l^e  perfidious  and  illibend  hand 
of  oBTious  maiicft,  or  else  contnved  to  screen  some  other  chatacter  from  the  impu- 
tation of  aisccmduct.  The  task  we  are  enabled  to  perform  by  a  gentleman  of  can- 
dour and  vndmibted  eredit,  who  learned  the  following  particulars  at  Berlin,  from 
a  person  that  was  eye-witness  of  the  whole  transaction.  Field-mareschal  Keith, 
who  airived  in  the  camp  the  very  day  that  preceded  the  battle,  disapproved  of  the 
jituation  of  the  Prussian  axmy«  imd  remonstrated  to  the  king  on  that  subject.  ,  In 
consequence  of  his  advice,  a  certain  general  was  sent  with  a  detachment  to  take 
possessum  of  the  heights  that  commanded  the  village  of  Hochkirchen ',  but  by  some 
ntality  he  miscarried.  Mareschal  Kei£h  wa^  not  in  any  tent,  but  lodged  with 
prince  Francis  .of  Brunswick,  in  a  Louse  belonging  to  a  Saxon  major.  When  the 
£rst  alann  was  given  in  the  night,  he  instan£^  mounted  his  horse,  assembled  a 
body  of  the  nearest  troops,  and  marched  directly  to  the  place  that  was  attacked. 
Ihe  Austrians  had  taken  possession  of  the  hill  which  the  Prussian  officer  was  sent 
to  oocvpy,  and  this  they  fortified  with  cannon :  then  they  made  €bemselves  mas- 
ters of  die  village  in  whick  ,the  itte  companies  of  Angineli  had  been  posted. 
Mai«achal  Keidb  immediately  conceived  the  design  of  the  Austrian  general,  and 
knowing  the  ia^xtanoe  of  this  place,  thither  directed  all  his  efforts.  He  in  per- 
son led  on  the  troops  to  the  attack  of  the  village,  from  whence  he  drove  the  enemy  ; 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers  continually  pouring  down  from  the  hills,  hie 
was  obliged  to  zetire  in  his  turn.  He  rallied  his  men,  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
regained  pofwession  of  the  place ;  ibeing  again  rejjpulsed  by  fresh  reinforcements  of 
t&e  eaeaaiy,  he  made  another  eSoit,  enter^  the  village  a  third  time,  and,  finding 
it  untoofdUeia  osdened  it  to  be  set  on  fire.  Thus  he  kept  the  Austrians  at  bay,  and 
iBMntaiwedft  detpsaJka  €oniUct«gainst  the  flower  of  uie  Austrian  army,  from  four 
in  the  morning  tiyfl  une,  when  the  Prussians  were  fonned,  and  began  to  file  off*  in 
their  retreat*  Vwdag  die  whole  dispute  he  rallied  his  troops  in  person,  charged 
at  their  head,  aoA  eiyoi^d  ins  lileia  the  hottest  of  a  dreadlu)  fire,  like  A  private 
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^  XXXVII.  His  Prassian  majesty  remained  with  his 
anny  ten  days  at  Dobreschutz,  during  which  he  endea- 
voured to  bring  the  Austrians  to  a  second^  engagement ; 
but  count  Daun  declined  the  invitation,  and  kept  his 
forces  advantageously  posted  on  eminences  planted  with 
artillery.  His  aim  having  been  frustrated  at  Hochkirchen^ 
where  he  fought  with  many  advantages  on  his  side,  he 
would  not  hazard  another  battle  upon  equal  terms,  with 
such  an  enterprising  enemy,  rendered  nK)re  vigilant  by 
the  check  he  had  received,  already  reinforced  from  the 
army  of  prince  Henry,  and  eager  for  an  opportunity  to 
retrieve  the  laurel  which  had  been  snatched  from  him  by 
the  wiles  of  stratagem,  rather  than  by  the  hand  of  valour. 
Count  Daun,  having  nothing  more  to  hope  from  the 
active  operations  of  his  own  army,  contented  himself 
with  amusing  the  Prussian  monarch  in  Lusatia,  while 
the  Austrian  generals,  Harsche  and  De  Ville,  should 
prosecute  the  reduction  of  Neiss  and  Cosel,  in  Silesia, 
which  they  now  actually  invested.     As  the  Prussian 

c£^tain  of  ^^enadien.  He  found  it  necesBaij  to  exert  himself  in  this  manner,  the 
better  to  remove  the  bad  effects  of  the  conmsion  that  prevailed,  and  in  order  to 
Inspirit  the  troops  to  their  utmost  exertion  by  his  voice,  presence,  and  example. 
Even  when  dangerously  wounded,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  he  reftised  to  quit  the 
field ;  but  continued  to  signalize  himself  in  the  midst  of  tiie  carnage  until  nine, 
when  he  received  a  second  shot  in  his  breast,  and  feU  speechless  into  the  arms  of 
Mr.  Tibay,  an  English  volunteer,  who  had  attended  hmi  during  the  whole  cam- 
paign. This  gentleman,  who  was  likewise  wounded,  applied  to  a  Prussian  officer 
for  a  file  of  men  to  remove  the  mareschal,  being  uncertam  whether  he  was  entirely 
deprived  of  life.  His  request  was  granted ;  but  the  soldiers,  in  advancing  to  th6 
spot,  were  countermanded  by  another  officer.  He  afterward  spoke  on  the  same 
subject  to  oiie  of  the  Prussian  generals,  a  German  prince,  as  he  chanced  to  pass  on 
horseback :  when  Mr.  Tibay  told  him  the  field-mareschal  was  lying  wounded  on 
the  fi^ld,  he  asked  if  his  wounds  were  mortal ;  and  the  other  answering,  he  was 
aftaid  they  were,  the  prince  shrugged  up  his  shoulders,  and  rode  off  without  farther 
question.  The  body  of  this  great  officer,  being  thus  shamefully  abandoned,  was 
soon  stripped  by  the  Austrian  stragglers,  and  lay  exposed  and  undistinguished  on 
the  field  of  battle.  In  this  situation  it  was  perceived  by  count  Lasci,  son  of  the 
general  of  diat  name,  with  whom  mareschal  Keith  had  served  in  Russia.  This 
youUg  count  had  been  the  mareschal's  pupil,  and  revered  him  as  his  military  father, 
though  employed  io  the  Austrian  service.  He  recoenised  the  body  Inr  the  large 
scar  of  a  dangerous  wound,  whidi  general  Keith  had  received  in  his  uigh  at  the 
siege  of  Och^ow,  and  could  not  help  bursting  into  tears  to  see  his  honoured  mas- 
ter thus  extended  at  his  feet,  a  naked,  lifeless,  and  deserted  corpse*  He  fortii- 
with  caused  the  body  to  be  covered  and  interred.  It  was  afterward  taken  up,  and 
decently  buried  by  the  curate  of  Hochkirchen ;  and,  finally,  removed  to  Berlin  by 
order  of  the  kine  of  Prussia,  who  bestowed  upon  it  those  funeral  honours  that  were 
due  to  the  dignified  rank  and  transcendant  merit  of  the  deceased ;  merit  so  nniver* 
sally  acknowledged,  that  even  the  Saxons  lamented  him  as  their  best  friend  and 
patron,  ^ho  protected  them  from  violence'  and  outrage,  even  while  he  acted  a 
principal  part  in  subjectmgr  tibon  to  thd  dominion  of  his  sovemgii. 
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monarch  could  not  spare  defiachm^nts  to  oppose  every 
different  corps  of  his  enemies  that  acted  against  him  in 
different  parts  of  his  dominions,  he  resolved  to  make  up 
in  activity  what  he  wanted  in  number,  and,  if  possible,  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Neiss  in  person.  With  this  view  he 
decamped  from  Dobreschutz,  and,  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
marched  to  Gorlitz  without  the  least  interruption.  Froiix 
thence  he  proceeded  towards  Silesia  with  his  usual  ex- 
pedition, not  withstanding  all  the  endeavours  and  activity 
of  general  Laudohn,  who  harassed  the  rear  of  the  Prus- 
sians, and  gained  some  petty  advantages  over  them. 
Count  Daun'nbt  only  sent  this  detached  corps  to  retard 
them  in  their  march ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  by  another 
route,  detached  a  strong  reinforcement  to  the  army  of 
the  besiegers.  In  the  mean  time,  having  received  intel- 
ligence that  the  army  of  prince  Henry  in  Saxony  was 
considerably  weakened,  he  himself  marched  thither,  in 
hopes  of  expelling  the  prince  from  that  country,  and  re- 
ducing the  capital  in  the  king's  absence.  Indeed  his  de-^ 
signs '  were  still  more  extensive,  for  he  proposed  to  re- 
duce Dresden,  Leipsic,  and  Torgau,  at  the  same  time ; 
the  first  with  the  main  body  under  his  own  direction, 
the  second  by  the  army  of  the  empire  under  the  prince 
de  Deuxppnts,  and  the  third  by  a  corps  under  general 
Haddick,  whilst  the  forces  directed  by  Laudohn  should 
exclude  the  king  from  Lusatia.  In  execution  of  this 
plan,  he  marched  directly  to  the  Elbe,  which  he  passed 
at  Pirna,  and  advanced  to  Dresden,  which  he  hoped 
would  surrender  without  putting  him  to  the  trouble  of 
a  formal  siege.  The  army  of  prince  Henry  had  already 
retired  to  the  westward  of  diis  capital  before  the  jtrince 
die  Deuxponts,  who  had  found  means  to  cut  off  his  com- 
munication with  Leipsic,  and  even  -inyesited  that  city. 
Duriiig  these  transactions,  general  Haddick  advanced 
tj^oinst  T<rfgau. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  field-mareschal  count  Daun  ap- 
pearing on  the  6th  day  of  November  within  sight  of 
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Dresden,  at  the  head  of  dixty  thousand  men,  encamped 
next  day  at  Lockowitz,  and  on  the  8th  his  advanced 
troops  attacked  the  Prussian  hussars  and  independent 
battalions,  which  >^ere  posted  at  Striessen  and  Gruene-^ 
wiese.  Count  Schmettau,  who  commanded  the  garriscm, 
amounting  to  ten  thousand  men,  apprehensive  that,  in 
the  course  of  skirmishing,  the  Austrian  Iroops  might 
enter  the  suburbs  pellmell,  posted  colonel  Itzenplitz,  with, 
seven  hundred  men,  in  the  redoubts  that  surrounded  the 
suburbs,  that  in  case  of  emergency  they  might  support 
the  irregulars  :.  at  the  same  time,  as  the  houses  that  con-> 
stituted  the  suburbs  were  generally  so  high  as  to  over- 
look the  ramparts,  and  command  the  city,  he  preparcid 
combustibles,  and  gave  notice  to  the  magistrates  that 
they  would  be  set  on  fire  as  soon  as  an  Austrian  should 
appear  within  the  place.  This  must  have  been  a  dread* 
ful  declaratioii  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  suburbs,  which 
compose  one  of  the  most  elegant  towns  in  Europe.  In 
these  houses,  which  were  generally  lofty  and  magni«* 
fkent,  the  fashionable  and  wealthy  class  of  people  re- 
sided, and  here  a  number  of  artists  carried  oft  a  variety  of 
curious  manufactures.  In  Vain  the  magistrates  implored 
the  mercy  and  forbearance  of  the  Prussian  governor,  and 
represented,  in  the  most  submissive  strain,  that  as  they 
were  unconcerned  in  the  war,  they  hoped  they  should  be 
exempted  from  the  horrors  of  devastation.  In  vain  the 
royal  family,  who  remained  at  Dresden,  conjured  him  to 
spare  that  last  refuge  of  distressed  royalty,  and  allow 
them  at  least  a  secure  residence,  since  they  were  de* 
prived  of  every  other  comfort.  He  continued  inflexible, 
or  rather  determined  to  execute  the  orders  of  his  master, 
which  indeed  he  could  not  disobey  with  any  regard  to 
his  own  safety.  On  the  9th  day  of  November,  about 
noon,  the  Austrian  vanguard  attacked  the  advanced  post 
of  the  garrison,  repelled  the  hussars,  drove  the  indepen*^ 
dent  battalions  into  the  suburbs,  and  forced  three  of  the 
redoubts,  while  their  cannon  played  upon  the  town.  Thf 
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gQy^moTf  eispeeting  a  vig^ous  attack  next  ds^,  recalled 
hi»  trotopg  within  the  city, ,  after  they  had  set  fire  to  the 
suburbs.  At  three  in  the  morning  ike  signal  wa^  made 
for  this  terrible  conflagration,  which  in  a  little  time  re- 
duced to  ashes  the  beautifiil  suburbs  of  Pima,  which  had 
so  lately  flouHshed  as  the  seat  of  gaiety,  pleasure,  and 
tie  iftgenious  arts.  Every  bosom  wanned  with  benevo- 
lent must  be  affected  at  the  recital  of  such  calamities. 
It  ei^pites  not  mil/  our  compassion  fo^  the  unhappy  suf- 
ferers, but  also,  Q\if  resentment  against  the  perpetrators  of 
§f^oh  enormity.  Next  day  mareschal  Daun  s^t  an  offl- 
cef  to  count  Schmettau,  with  a  message,  repressing  hi$ 
surprise  at  the  destruction  of  the  suburbs  in  a  royal  re* 
sideoce,  an  ^t  of  inhumanity  unheard  of  among  Chris- 
tians. He  desired  to  know  if  it  was  by  the  governor's 
order  this  measure  was  taken :  and  assured  him,  that  he 
should  be  responsible,  in  his  person,  whatever  outrages 
had  been  or  might  be  committed  against  a  place  in  which 
a  royal  &mily  resided.  Schmettau  gave  him  to  underr 
stend,  that  he  had  orders  to  defend  the  town  to  the  le^ 
extremity,  and  that  the  preservation  of  what  remained 
dep»ded  entirely  on  the  conduct  of  his  excellency;  for, 
should  he  think  proper  to  attack  the  place,  he  (the  gor 
vemor)  would  defend  himself  from  house  to  house,  and 
from  Btf&tt  to  street,  and  even  rn^ke  his  last  efibrt  in  the 
r/(Qral  pakce,  rather  than  abandon  the  city.  He  excused 
tiie  destruction  oi  the  suburbs. as  a  necessary  measure> 
audiomed  by  the  practice  of  war;  but  he  would  have 
&imA  it  a  difficult  task  to  reconcile  this  step  to  the  laws 
of  etecnal  justice,  and  &r  less  to  the  dictates  of  common 
hiunanity.  Indeed,  if  the  scene  had  happened  in  an 
eoemy^  gantry,  or  if  no  other  step  could  have  saved 
4ke  lives  and  liberties  of  himself  and  his  garrison,  such 
a  despeiaAe  remedy  might  have  stood  j^ccused  by  the  law 
of  naifture  and  of  nations ;  but  on  diis  occasion  he  occu* 
pied  a  neutral  city,  over  which  he  could  exercise  n^ 
jother  power  and  authority  but  that  which  he  derived 
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from  illegal  iforce  and  violence;  nor  was  he  at  all  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  sacrificing  the  place  to*his'owh 
safety,  inasmuch  as  he  might  have  retired  unmolested, 
by  virtue  of  an  honourable  capitulation,  which,  how-^ 
ever,  he  did  not  demand.  Whether  the  peremptory 
order  of  a  superior  will,  in  foro  cmscientuey  justify  att 
officer  who  hath  committed  an  illegal  or  inhuman  ac- 
tion, is  a  question  that  an  English  reader  will  scarce 
leave  to  the  determination  of  a  German  casuist  with  oae 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  armed  men  in  his  retinue. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  Mr.  Ponickau,  the  Saxon  minister, 
immediately  after  this  tragedy  was  acted,  without  waiting 
for  his  master'p  orders,  presented  a  memorial  to  the  diet 
of  the  empire,  complainmg  of  it  as  an  action  reserved 
for  the  history  of  the  war  which  the  king  of  Prussia^had 
kindled  in  Germany,  to  be  transmitted  to  future^  ages. 
He  affirmed,  that,  in  execution  of  Schmettau's  orders, 
the  soldiers  had  dispersed  themselves  irf  the  streets  of 
the  Pima  and  Witchen  suburbs,  broke  open  the  houses 
and  shops,  set  fire  to  the  combustibles,  added  fresh  fud, 
and  then  shut  the  doors ;  that  the  violence  of  the  flames 
was  kept  up  by  red-hot  balls  fired  into  the  houses  and 
along  the  streets  ;  that  the  wretched  inhabitants,  who 
forsook  their  burning  houses,  were  slain  by  the  fire  of 
the  cannon  and  small  arms ;  that  those  who  endeavoured 
to  save  their  persons  and  effects,  were  pushed  down  and 
destroyed  by  the  bayonets^  of  the  Prussian  soldiers  post- 
ed in  the  streets  for  that  purpose :  he  enumerated  par- 
ticular instances  of  inhuman  barbarity,  and  declared  that 
a  great  number  of  people  perished,  either  amidst  the 
flames,  or  under  the  ruins  of  the  houses.  The  destruc- 
tion of  two  hundred  and  fifty  elegant  houses,  and  the 
total  ruin  of  the  inhabitants,  were  circumstances  in  them- 
selves so  deplorable,  as  to  need  no  aggravation ;  but  the 
account  of  the  Saxon  minister  was  shamefully  exag- 
gerated, and  all  the  particular  instancies  of  cruelty  false 
in  every  circumstaiice.     Baron  Plotho,  the  minister  of 
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Brandenburgb,  did  not  fail  to  answer  every  article  of  the 
Saxon  memorial,  and  refute  the  particulars  therein  al- 
leged, in  a  fair  detail,  authenticated  by  certificates  under 
the  hands  of  the  magistrates,  judges,  and  principal  in^; 
habitants  of  Dresden.  The  most  extraordinary  part  of 
this  defence  or  vindication  was  the  conclusion,  in  which 
the  baron  solemnly  assured  the  diet,  that  the  king  of 
Prussia,  from  his  great  love  to  mankind,  always  felt  the 
greatest  emotion  of  soul,  and  the  most  exquisite  concern, 
at  the  effusion  of  blood,  the  devastation  of  cities  and 
countries,  and  the  horrors  of  war,  by  which  so  many 
thousand  fellow-creatures  were  overwhelmed ;  and  ±hat 
if  his  sincere  and  honest  inclination  to  procure  peace  to 
Germany,  his  dear  country,  had  met  with  the  least  re- 
gard, the  present  war,  attended  with  such  bloodshed  and  , 
desolation,  would  have  been  prevented  and  avoided.  He 
therefore  declared,  that  those  who  elLcited  the  present 
troubles,  who,  instead  of  extinguishing,  threw  oil  upon 
the  flames,  must  answer  to  God  for  the  seas  of  blood  that 
had  been  and  would  be  shed,  for  the  devastation  of  so 
many  countries,  and  the  entire  ruin  of  so  many  innocent 
individuals.  Such  declarations  cost  nothing  to  those 
hardened  politicians,  who,  feeling  no  internal  check,  are 
determined  to  sacrifice  every  consideration  to  the  motives 
of  rapacity  and  ambition.  It  would  be  happy,  however, 
for  mankind,  were  princes  taught  to  believe,  that  there 
is  really  an  omnipotent  and  all^^judging  Power,  that  will 
exact  a  severe  account  of  their  conduct,  and  punish  them 
for  their  guilt,  without  any  respect  to  their  persons ;  that 
pillaging  a  whole  people  is  more  cruel  than  robbing  a 
single  person ;  and  that  the  massacre  of  thousands  is, 
at  least,  as^  criminal  as  a  private  murder.  - 

§  XXXIX.  While  count  Daun  was  employed  in 
making  a  fruitless  attempt  upon  the  capital  of  Saxony, 
the  king  of  Prussia  proceeded  in  his  march  to  Neiss, 
which  was  completely  invested  on  the  3d  day  of  October^ 
The  operations  of  the  siege  were  carried  on  with  great 
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vigour  by  the  Austrian  geiieral  De  Harsche,  and  the 
place  was  as  vigorously  defended  by  the  Prussian  go- 
vernor Theskau,  till  the  1st  day  of  November,  when  the 
Prussian  monarch  approached,  and  obliged  the  besiegers 
to  abandon  their  enterprise.  M.  de  Harsche  having 
raised  the  siege,  the  king  detached  general  Fouquet  with 
a  body  of  troops  across  the  river  Neiss,  and  immediately 
the  blockade  of  Cosel  was  likewise  abandoned.  De 
Harsche  retired  to  Bohemia,  and  De  Ville  hovered  about 
Jagemsdorf.  ■  The  fortress  of  Neiss  was  no  sooner  re- 
lieved, than  the  king  of  Prussia  began  his  march  on  bis 
return  to  Saxony,  where  his  immediate  presence  was  re- 
quired. At  the  same  time,  the  two  bodies  under  the 
generals  Dohna  and  Wedel  penetrated  by  different  routes 
into  that  country.  The  former  had  been  left  at  Custrin, 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Russians,  who  had  by  this 
time  retreated  to  the  Vistula^  and  even  crossed  that  river 
at  Thorn,  and  the  other  had,  during  the  campaign, 
observed  the  Swedes,  who  had  now  enth'ely  evacuated 
the  Prussiatn  territories,  so  that  Wedel  was  at  liberty  to 
co-operate  with  the  king  in  Saxony.  He  accordingly 
miarched  to  Torgau,  the  siege  of  which  had  been  under- 
taken by  the  Austrian  general  Haddick,  who  was'  re- 
pulsed by  Wedel,  and  even  pursued  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Eulenbourg.  Wedel,  being  iafterward  j<)in^ 
by  Dohna,  drove  him  from  thence  with  considerable  loss, 
and  then  raised  the  fiiege  of  Leipsic.  Meanwhile,  the 
kibg  prosecuted  his  match  towards  theeapital  of  Saxony, 
driving  before  him  the  bddy  of  Austrian  troops  under 
Laudohn,  who  retreated  to  Zittaii.  On  the  10th  day  of 
November  count  Daun  retired  froin  Dresden,  and  with 
the  army  of  the  empire  fell  back  tO'wtttds  Bohemia;  mid 
on  the  20th  the  king  arrived  in  that  city,  where  he  ap- 
proved of  the  governor's  eondutit.  The  Russian  generaJ, 
foreseeing  that  he  should  not  be  able  to  maintain  his 
ground  during  the  winter  in  Pomeirania,,  unless  he  could 
secure  some  itea-|)ott  on  the  Btiltic,  by  i/diieh  he. might 
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be  supplied  with  provisions,  detached  general  Palmbach^ 
with  fifteen  thousand  men,  to  besiege  the  towit  of  Col- 
berg,  an  inconsiderable  place,  very  meanly  fortified.  It 
wss  accordingly  invested  on  the  3d  day  of  October ;  but 
the  besiegers  were  either  so  ill  provided  with  proper  im- 
plements, or  so  little  acquainted  with  operations  of  this 
nature,  that  the  garrison,  though  feeble,  maintained  the 
]Jace  against  all  their  attacks  for  s»x-and-tweuty  days ;  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  they  abandoned  their  enterprise, 
and  cruelly  ravs^ed  the  open  country  in  their  retreat 
Thus,  by  the  activity  and  valour  of  die  Prussian  monarch, 
his  generals,  and  officers,  six  sieges  were  raised  almost  at 
the  same  period,  namely,  those  of  Golberg,  Neiss,  Cosel, 
Torgau,  Leipsic,  and  Dresden. 

§  XL.  The  variety  of  fortune  which  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia experienced  in  the  course  of  this  campaign  was  very 
remarkable ;  but  the  spirit  of  his  conduct,  and  the  rapi-^ 
dity  of  his  motions,  were  altogether  without  example. 
In  the  foriner  campaign,  we  were  dazzled  with  the  lustre 
of  his  victories;  in  this  we  admire  his  fortitude  and  skill 
in  stemmii^  the  different  torrents  of  adversity,  and  risii^ 
superior  to  his  evil  fortune.  One  can  hardly  without 
astonishment  recollect,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  months 
he  invaded  Moravia,  invested  Olmutz,  atKi  was  obliged 
to  relinquish  that  design ;  that  he  marched  through  an 
enemy's  country,  in  the  face'  of  a  great  ^ffmy,  which 

&ough  it  harassed  him  in  his  retreat,  could  not,  rn  k 
route  of  a  hundred  miles,  obtain  any  advantage  over 
him ;  that  in  spite  of  his  disaster  at  Olmutz,  imd  the 
difficulties  of  such  a  march,  he  penetrated  into  Bohemia, 
drove  the  enemy  from  Koningsgratz,  executed  another 
dangerous  and  fatiguing  march  to  the  Oder,  d^eated  a 
great  army  of  Russians,  and  returned  by  the  tvay  of 
Saxony,  from  whence  he  drove  the  Austrian  and  imperial 
armies ;  that  after  his  defeat  at  Hochkirchen,  where  he 
lost  two  of  his  best  generals,  and  was  obliged  to  leave 
his  tents  standing,  he  baffled  the  vigilance  and  superior 
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number  of  the  victorious  army,  rushed^  like  a  whirlwind 
to  therelief  of  Silesia,  invaded  by  an  Austrian  army, 
which  he  compelled  to.  retire  with  precipitation  from 
that  province;  that,  with  the  same  rapidity  of  motion, 
he  wheeled  about  to  Saxony,  and  once  more  rescued  it 
from  the  hands  of  his  adversaries;  that  in  one  campsiign 
he  made  twice  the .  circuit  of  his  dominions,  relieved 
them  all  in  their  turns,  and  kept, all  his  possessions  en- 
tire against  the  united  efforts,  of  numerous,  armies,  con- 
ducted by.  generals  of  consummate  skill  and  undaunted 
resolution.  His  character  would  have  been  still  more 
complete,  if  his  moderation  had  been  equal  to  his  cou- 
jrage;  but  in  this  particular  we  cannot  applaud  his  con- 
duct. Incensed  by  the  persecuting  .spirit  of  his  enemies, 
he  wreaked  his  vengeance  on  those  who  had  done  him 
no  injury;  and  the  cruelties  which  the  Russians  had 
committed  in,  his  dominions  were  retaliated  upon  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Saxony.  In  the  latter  end  of 
September,  the  president  of  the  Prussian  military  direc- 
tory sent  a  letter  to  the  magistrates  of  .Leipsic,  requiring 
jthem,  in  the  king's  name,  to  pay.  a  new  contribution  of  six 
hundred  thousand  crowns,  and  to  begin  immediately 
with  the  payment  of  one-third  part,  on  pain  of  military 
execution.  In  answer  to  this  demand,  the  magistrate 
represented,  that  the  city  having  been  exhausted  by  the 
enormous  contributions  already  raised,  was  absolutely  in- 
capable ;  of  furnishing  farther  supplies ;  that  the  trade 
was  stagnated  and  ruined,  and  the  inhabitants  so  impp- 
veri3he4,  that  they  could  no  longer  pay  the  ordinary 
taxes.  This  remonstrance  made  no  impression.  At 
fiye  in  the  morning  the  Prussian  soldiers  assembled,  and 
were  posted  in  all  the  streets,  squares,  market-places, 
cemeteries,  towers,  and  steeples;  then  the  gates  being 
shut,  in  order  to  exclude  the  populace  X)f  the  suburbs 
from  the  city,  the  senators  were  brought  into  the  town- 
h^U,  8^nd  accosted  by  general  Hauss,  who  told  them,  the 
king  his  master  would  have  money;  and,  if  they  refused 
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to  part  with  it,  the  eity  ^ould  be  plundered.     To  this 
pereituptory  address  they  replied  to  this  eflfect ; — *^  W6 
have  no  more  money, — we  have  nothing  left  but  life^ 
and  we' recommend  ourselves  to  the  king's  mercy."     In 
consequence  of  this  declaration,  dispositions  were  made 
for  giving  up  the  city  to  be  plundered.     Cannon  were 
planted  in  all  the  streets,  the  inhabitants  were  ordered 
to  remain  within  doors,  and  every  house  resounded  with 
dismal  cries  and  lamentations.     The  dreaded  pillage, 
however,  was  converted  into  a  regular  exaction.  A  party 
of  soldiers,  commanded  by  a  subaltern,  went  from  house 
to  house,  signifying  io  every  burgher,  that  he  should 
produce  all  his  specie,  on  pain  of  immediate  pillage  and 
massacre;  and  every  inhabitant  delivered  up  his  ^11  with- 
out farther  hesitation.     About  six  in  the  evening,  the 
soldiers  returned  to  their  quarters ;  but  the  magistrates 
were  detained  in  confinement,  and. all  the  citizens  w€re 
overwhelmed  with  grief  and  consternation.      Happy 
Britain,  who  ktiowest  such  grievances  only  by  report ! 
When  the  king  of  Prussia  first  entered  Saxony,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  he  declared  he  had  no  design  to 
make  a  conquest  of  that  electorate,  but  only  to  ke^p  it 
as  a  depositum  for  the  security  of  his  own  dominions, 
until  he  could  oblige  his  enemies  to  acquiesce  in  reason*^ 
able  terms  of  peace ;  but  upon  his  last  arrivsd  at  Dresden^ 
he  adopted  a  new  resolution.     In  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, the.  Prussian  directory  of  war  issued  a  decree  ^ 
the  deputies  of  the  states  of  the  electorate,  demanding' a 
certain*  quantity  of  flour  and  forage,  according  tor  the 
convention  formerly  settled :  at  the  same  time  signifpng, 
that  though  the  king  of  Prussia  had  hitherto  treated  the 
electorate  as  a  country  taken  under  his  special  protection, 
the  face  o£  affairs  was  now  changed  in  such  a  manner^ 
that  for  the  future  he  would  eonsider  it  in  no  other  light 
than  that  of  a  conquered  countiy.     The  Russians  had 
seized  in  Prussia  all  the  estates  and  effects  belonging  to 
the  king'jj  officers :  a  retaliation  was  now  made  upoiithe 
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Elects  o£the  Saxon  officers,  who  served  in  the  Russian 
army.  Seals  were  put  upon  all  the  cabinets  containing 
papers  belonging  to  the  privy-counsellors  of  his  Polish 
majesty,  and  they  themselves  ordered  to  depart  for  War- 
saw at  a  very  short  warning*  Though  the  city  had  been 
in^venshed  by  former  exactions,  and  very  lately  sub- 
jected to  military  execution,  the  king  of  Prussiademanded 
fresh  contributions,  and  evea  extorted  them  by  dint  of 
severities  that  shock  humanity.  He  sunroanded  the 
exchange  with  soldiers,  and  confining  the  merchants  to 
straw  beds  and  naked  apartments,  obliged  them  to  draw 
bills  for  very  large  sums  on  their  foreign  correspondenid ; 
a  metjbiod  of  proceeding  much  more  suitable  to  the  des* 
potism  of  a  Persian  sophi  towards  a  conquered  peopk 
who  professed  a  different  faith,  than  reconcileable  to  the 
character  of  a  Protestant  prince  towards  a  peaceable  na- 
ticm  of  brethren,  willi  whom  he  was  connected  by  the 
oomqion  ties  of  neighbourhood  and  religion.  Even  if 
th^  had  acted  as  declared  enemies,  ai«i  been  subdued 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  the  excesses  of  war  on  the  side 
of  the  conqueror  ought  to  have  ceased  with  the  hostili^ 
ties  of  the  conquered,  who,  by  submitting  to  his  sway, 
would  have  become  his  subjects,  and  in  that  capacity 
had  a  claim  to  his  protection.  To  retaliate  upon  the 
Saxons,  who  had  espoused  no  quarrel,  the  barbarities 
committed  by  the  Russians,  with  whom  he  was  actually 
at  war;  and  to  treat  as  a  conquered  province  a  neutred 
country,  which  his  eaaemies  had  entered  by  violence,  and 
been  dbliged  to  evacuate  by  force  of  arms,  was  a  species 
of  conductfounded  on  pretences  which  overturn  all  right, 
and  confound  all  reason* 

^  XLL  Having  recorded  all  the  transactions  of  the 
campaign,  except  those  in  which  the  Swedes  were  con- 
cerned, it  now  resnains  that  we  should  particularise  the 
progress  which  was  made  in  Pomerania  by  the  troops  of 
that  nation,  under  the  command  of  count  Hamilton. 
We  have  already  observed,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the 
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Jp^ar,  the  Prussian  general  Lehwald  tad^Ofttj^lled  Aem 
to  evacuate  the  whole  pTovince  Except  Stmlsund,  ^hick 
was  likewise  invested .  This,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
been  besieged  in  form,  had  not  Lehwald  resigned  the 
command  of  the  Prussians,  on  account  of  his  great  age 
and  infittnities,  and  his  successor,  count  Dohna,  been 
obliged  to  withdraw  his  troops,  in  otder  to  oppose  the 
llussian  army  on  the  other  side  of  Pomerania.  The 
bloGkadeofStmlsund  beingconsequently  raised,  and  that 
part  of  the  country  entirely  evacuated  by  the  Prussians, 
the  Swedish  troops  advanced  again  from  the  isle  of  Ru- 
gen,  to  which  they  hacl  retired ;  but  the  supplies  and  re^ 
inforcements  they  expected  from  Stockholm  were  de- 
layed in  such  a  manner,  either  from  a  deficiency  in  the 
subsidies  promised  by  France,  or  from  the  management 
of  those  who  were  averse  to  the  war,  that  great  part  o/f 
the  season  was  elapsed  before  thi^  undertook  any  in^por- 
tant  enterprise.  Indeed,  while  they  lay  encamped  under 
the  cannon  of  Stralsund,  waiting  for  these  supplies,  their 
operations  were  retarded  by  the  explosion  of  a  whole 
Bhip-load  of  gunpowder  intended  for  their  use;  an  event 
imputed  to  the  practices  of  the  Prussian  party  in  Sweden, 
which  at  this  period  seemed  to  gain  ground,  and  evetL 
threatened  a  change  in  the  ministry.  At  length  the  re^ 
inforcement  arrived  about  the  latter  end  of  June,  and 
their  general  seenied  determined  to  act  with  vigour.  In 
tfefe  beginning  of  July,  his  army  being  put  in  motion,  he 
eent  a  detaclnnent  to  dislodge  the  few  Prussian  troops 
that  were  left  at  Anclam,  Demmin,  and  other  places,  to 
guard  that  frontier;  and  they  retreated  accordingly. 
Count  Hamilton  having  nothing  farther  to  oppose  him 
in  the  field,  m  a  very  little  time  recovered  all  Swedish 
Pomerania,  and  even  made  hot  incursions  into  the  Prus- 
sian territories.  Meanwhile,  a  combined  fleet  of  thirty- 
three  Russian  andiseven  Swedish  ships  of  war  appeared 
in  the  Baltic,  and  anchored  between  the  isles  of  Dragoe 
^md  Amagh;  but  they  neither  landed  troops  nor  com- 
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mitted  hostilities.  The  Swedish  general  advanced  as 
far  as  Fehrbellin,  sent  out  parties  that  raised  contribur 
tions  within  five-and-twenty  miles  of  Berlin,  and  threw 
the  inhabitants  of  that  capital  into  the  utmost  consteri- 
nation.  The  king  of  Prussia,  alarmed  at  their  progress, 
dispatched  general  Wedel  from  Dresden,  with  a  body  of 
•troops  that  were  augmented  on  their  march;  so  that,  o^ 
4;he  20th  of  September,  he  found  himself  at  Berlin  with 
eleven  thousand  effective  men,  at  the  head  of  whom  he 
proceeded  against  count  Hamilton,  while  the  prince  of 
Bevem,  with  fiye  thousand,  advanced  on  the  other  side 
irom  Stetin.  At  their  approach  the  Swedish  commander 
retired,  afler  having  left  a  garrison  of  fourteen  hundred 
men  at  Fehrbellin,  in  order  to  retard  the  Prussians,  and 
seciire  the  retreat  of  his  army.  The  place  was  imme- 
diately attacked  by  general  Wedel;  and  though  the 
Swedes  disputed  the  ground  from  house  to  house  with 
uncommon  obstinacy,  he  at  last  drove  them  out.  of  the 
town,  with  the  loss  of  one  half  of  their  number  either 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  The  body  of  the  Swedish 
army,  without,  hazarding  any  other  action,  immediately 
evacuated  the.  Prussian  territories,  and  returned  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stralsund,  intending  to  take  winter- 
quarters  in  the  isle  of  Ruge;i.  Count  Hamilton,  either 
disgusted  at  the  restrictions  he  had  been  laid  under,  or 
finding  himself  unable  to  act  in  3uch  a  manner  as  might 
xedound  to  the  advantage  of  his  reputation,  threw  up 
his  command,  retired.from  the  army,  and  resigned  all  h^ 
(Other  employments. 

§  XLU.  The  king  of  Prussia  was  not  only  favoured 
by  a  considerable  party  in  Sweden,  but  he  had  also  raised 
a  strong  int^est  in  Poland,  among  such  palatini  as  had 
always  opposed  the  measures  of  the  reigning  family. 
These  were  now  r^inforcedby  many  patriots,  who  dreaded 
the  vicinity,  and  suspected  the  designs  of  the  Russian 
army.  The  diet  of  the  republic  was  opened  on  the  2d 
day  .of  November;  and,  after  warm  debates,  M.  Ma)ar 
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chdwski  was  unanimdusly  elected  iffttresclial ;'  but  no 
sooner  had  the  chambers  of  nuncios  begun  their  delibe- 
ration^,  than  a  number  of  voices  were  raised  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  Russian  troops,  who  had  taken  up 
their  residence  in  Poland ;  and  heavy  complaints  were 
made  of  the  damages  Sustained  from  their  cruelty  and 
rapine.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  appease  these  clamours;, 
and  mkny  were  prevailed*  upon  to  refer  these  grievances 
to  the  king  in  senate;  but  when  this  difficulty  seemed 
almost  surmounted,  Padhorski,  the  nuncio  of  Volhinia^ 
stood  up  and  declared,  that  he  would  not  permit  any 
other  point  to  be  discussed  in  the  diet,  while  th^  Rus-^ 
sians  maintained  the  least  footing  within  the  territoriei^ 
of  the  republic.  Vain  were  all  the  att^npts  of  the  couf-^ 
tiers  to  persuade  and  mollify  this  inflexible  patriot^ 
he  solemnly  protested  against  their  proceedings,  and 
hastily  withdrew ;  so  that  the  mareschal  was  obliged  to 
dissolve  the  assembly,  and  recourse  was  had  to  a  senatus 
conciliumy  to  concert  proper  measures  to  be  taken  in  the 
present  <K)njuncture.  The  king  of  Poland  was,  on  this 
occasion,  likewise  disappointed  in  his  views  of  providing 
for  his  i^on,  prince  Charles,,  in  the  dutchy  of  Courland.  He 
had  been  recommended  by  the  court  of  Russia,  and  even 
approved  by  the  states  of  that  countiy;  but  two  difficul- 
ties occured.  The  states  declared,  they  could  not  proceed 
to  a  new  election  during  the  life  of  their  fbrmer  duke,^ 
count  Biron,  who  was  still  ialive,  though  a  prisoner  in 
Siberia,  unleiss  their  dutchy  should  be  declared  vacant 
by  the  king  and  republic  of  Poland;  and,  according  to 
the  laws  of  that  country,  no  prince  could  be  elected  until 
he  should  have  declared  himself  of  the  Augsburgh  con- 
fession. His  Polish  majesty,  however,  being  determined 
to  surmount  all  obstacles  to  his  son's  interest,  ordered 
count  Malachowski,  high-chancellor  of  Poland,  to  de- 
liver to  prince  Charles  a  diploma,  by  which  the  king 
granted  permission  to  the  states  of  Courland  to  elect  that 
prince  fortheir  dukey  and  appointed  the  day  for  his  elec- 
tion and  instalment ;  which  accordingly  took  place  in 


406  ENGLAND.  [V968^ 

ihe  month  of  January,  notwithstendlag  the  elamour  of 
many  Paliflh  grandees,  who  persisted  in  affirming  that 
the  king  had  no  power  to  grant  such  permission  without 
the  consent  of  the  diet.  The  vicissitudes  of  the  cam-r 
paign  had  produced  no  revolutions  in  the  several  sysr 
terns  adopted  by  the  difierent  powers  in  Europe.  The 
€9anna»  who  i^  the  month  of  June  had  signified  her 
aentiments  and  designs  against  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  a 
dedlaration  delivered  to  all  the  foreign  ministers  at  Pe» 
tersburghy  seemed  now,  more  th^n  evcgr,  determined  to 
%Qt  v^orously  in  behalf  of  the  empress*queen  of  Hun- 
gary and  the  unfortunate  king  of  Poland,  who  still  re^ 
sided  at  Warsaw.  The  court  of  Vienna  distributed 
among  the  imperial  ministers  at  the  several  courts  of  the 
empire,  copies  of  a  rescript,  explaining  the  conduct  of 
her  generals  sinoe  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  and 
concluding  with  expressions  of  self-approbation  to  this 
^^t:  ^^  Though  the  issue  of  the  campaign  be  not  as  yet 
Wtirely  satisfactory,  and  such  as  might  be  desired,  the 
imperial  court  caajoys,  at  least,  the  siucere  satis^actiim  of 
reflecting,  that,  according  to  the  change  of  cifcumAtances, 
it  instantly  took  the  most  vigorous  resohrt|onsi  that  it 
W^  nev^r  deficient  in  any  thing  that  might  owtribirte 
to  the  good  of  the  common  cause,  and  is  now  empl<^ed 
in  m^k^  preparations,  from  which  the  most  happy 
consaqneaces  may  be  expected." 

^  XLIII.  We  have  already  hinted  at  a  decree  of  th$ 
i^nlic  council  of  the  empire,  published  in  the  month  of 
August,  ^joining  all  directors  of  circles,  all  imperial 
towns,  a^d  the  noblesse  of  the  empire,  to  transmit  to 
yiwi^a  an  exact  list  of  all  those  who  had  disobeyed  the 
avocatoria  of  the  empire,  and  adhered  to  4;he  rebellioa 
raised  by  ^  electpr  pf  Brandenburgh ;  that  their  revemies 
might  be  sequestrated,  and  themselves  punished  in  their 
honours^  persons,  and  effeets.  As  the  elector  of  Haaover 
was  plaidiy  pointed  out,  and,  indeed,  expressly  men- 
tioned m  this  decree,  the  king  of  Gxieat  Britain^  by  Ihip 
hands  of  bajrpu  Gemmegen,  his  el^etofal  minister,  pee*- 
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sented  a  nsien|onal  to  the  diet  of  the  ^opife  in  the  month 
of  November^  enumerating  the  instances  in  which  he 
exerted  himself,  and  even  ei^posed  his  life,  for  the  preser- 
vation and  aggrandizement  of  the  house  of  Austria.  In 
return  for  these  important  senrioesy  he  obsenred,  that  the 
empress-queen  had  refiised  him  the  assistance  stipulated, 
in  treaties  against  an  invasion  planned  by  France,  whose 
hatred  he.  had  drawn  upon  himself  by  his  frieixdriiip  to 
that  princess;  and  his  imperial  majesty  even  denied  him 
the  dictatorial  letters  which  he  solicited;  that  tiie  court 
of  Vienna  had  signed  a  treaty  with  the  crown  of  France, 
i^  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  French  troops  should 
pass  the  Weser,  and  invade  the  electorate  of  Hanover, 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  troops  of  the  empress* 
queen,  who  ravaged  his  Britamiic  maj^ty's  dominions 
with  gres^ier  cruelty  than  even  the  French  had  practised; 
and  thesameduke  ofCumberland$  who  had  been  wounded 
at  Dettingen  in  th^  defence  of  her  imperial  majesty,  was 
obliged  to  fight  at  Hastenbeck  against  the  troops  of  that 
very  princess,  in  defence  of  his  father'^  dominions;  that 
she  sent  commissaries  to  Hanover,  who  shared  wi&  thie 
crown  of  France  the  contributions  extorted  from  that 
electorate:  rejected  all  proposals  of  peace,  and  dismissed 
teoxa  her  court  the  minister  of  Brunswick-Lunienbourg; 
that  lus  imperial  majesty,  who  had  sworn  tp  protect  the 
empire,  and  oppose  the  entrance  of  foreign  trpqps  destined 
to  oppress  any  of  the  slates  of  Germany,  a&srward  re<- 
quiced  the  kas^  of  England  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
(die  countries  which  they  o6ctq^ied,  that  the  French  wnof 
niightag^havefiee  passage  iBtohtsGermandominion*: 
dnt  the  emperor  had  recalled  these  troops,  released  tibem 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  enjoined  them 
to  abandon  their  posts,  their  colours,  and  the  service  in 
which  they  were  embarked,  on  pain  of  being  punished 
in  body,  honour,  and  estate;  and  that  the  king  of  Eng^ 
land  himself  was  threatened  with  the  bim  of  the:  empire. 
He  took  notice,  that,  in  quality  of  elector,  he  had  been 
heeused  of  refusing  to  concur  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
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diet  taken  in  the  preceding  year,  of  entering  into  alliance 
wiih  the  king  of  Prussia,  joining  his  troops  to  the  armies 
of  that  prince,  employing  auxiliaries  belonging  to  the 
states  of  the  empire,  sending  English  forces  into  Ger- 
many, where  they  had  taken  possession  of  Embden,  and 
exacting  eontributions  in  different  parts  of  Germany.  In 
ans\^er  to  these  imputations,  he  alleged,  that  he  could 
not,  consistent  with  his  own  safety,  or  the  dictates  of 
common  sense,  concur  with  a  majority,  in  joining  his 
troops,  which  were  immediately  necessary  fbr  his  owh 
defence,  to  those  which,  from  the  arbitrary  views  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  were  led  against  his  friend  and  ally  the 
king  of  Prussia,  by  a  prince  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
generality  of  the  empire,  and  on  whom  the  commaiid 
had  been  conferred,  without  a  previous  conclusum  of 
the  Germanic  body;  that,  with  respect  to  his  alliance 
with  the  king  of  Prussia,  he  had  a  right,  when  desetled 
by  his  former  allies,  to  seek  assistance  wheresoever  it 
could  be  procured ;  and  surely  no  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint could  be  offered  against  that  which  his  Prussian 
majesty  lent,  to  deliver  the  electoral  states  of  Brunswick, 
^  as  well  as  those  of  Brunswick- Wolfenbuttle,  Hesse,  and 
Buckebourg,  from  the  oppressions  of  their  common  ene- 
my. Posterity,  he  said,  would  hardly  believe,  that,  at 
a  time  when  the  troops  of  Austria,  the  Palatinate,  and 
Wirtemberg,  were  engaged  to  invade  the  countries  of  the 
empire,  other  members  of  the  Germanic  body,  who  em- 
ployed auxiliaries  in  their  defence,  should  be  threatened 
with  outlawry  and  sequestration.  He  owned  that,  in 
quality  of  king,  he  had  sent  over  English  troops  to  Ger- 
many, and  taken  possession  of  Embden ;  steps  for  which 
he  was  accountable  to  no .  power  upon  eairth,  although 
the  constitutions  of  the  empire  permit  the  co-estatei^ 
to  make  use  of  foreign  troops,  not  indeed  for  the  purpose 
of  invasion  or  conquest  in  Germany,  but  for  their  de- 
fence and  preservation.  He  also  acknowledged  that  he 
had  resented  the  conduct,  and  chastised  the  injustice,  of 
those  co-estates  who.had  assisted  his  enemies,  and  helped 
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to  ta^jage  his  dominions:  infeiriiig,  that  if  the  crown  of 
France  was  free  to  pillage  the ,  estates  of  the  duke  of 
Brunswick,  and  the  landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  because 
they  had  supplied  the  king  of  England  with  auxiliaries; 
if  th€  empress-queen  had  aright  to  appropriate  to  herself 
half  of  the  contributions  raised  hy  the  French  king  in 
these  countries;  surely  his  Britannic  majesty  had  an 
equal  right  to  make  those  feel  the  burden  of  the  war 
whp  had  favoured' the, unjust  enterprises  of  his  enemies. 
He  expressed  his  hope,  that  the  diet,  after  having  duly 
considered  these  circumstances,  would,  by  way  of  advice, 
propose  to  his  imperial,  majesty  that  he  should  annul  his 
most  inconsistent  mandates,  and  not  only  take  efiectual 

,  measares  to  protect  the  electorate  and  its  allies,  but  also 
give  orders  for  comiiiencing  against  the  empress-queen, 
as  archduchess  of  Austria,  the  elector,  palatine,  and  the 
duke  of  Wirtemberg,  such  proceedings  as  she  wanted 
to  enforce  against  his  Britannic  majesty,  elector  of  Bruns- 
wick-Lunenbourg.  For  this  purpose,  the  minister  now 
requested  their  excellencies  to  ask  immediately  the  ne- 
cessary instructfons  for  their  principals.  The  rest  of  this 
long  memorial  contained  a  justification  of  his  Britannic 
majesty's  conduct  in  deviating  from  the  capitulation  of 
Closter-Seven ;  with  a  refutation  of  the  arguments  ad- 
duced^ and  a  retortion  of  the  reproiaches  levelled  against 
the  king  of  England,  in  the  paper,  or  manifesto  composed 
and  published  under  the  direction  of  the  French  ministry, 

-^nd  entitled,  ''A  parallel  of  the  conduct  of  the  king,  of 
France  with  that  of  the  king  of  England,  relative  to  the 
brejach  of  the  capitulation  of  Closter-Seven  by  the  Ha- 
noverians." But  to  this  invective  a  more  circumstantial 
answer,  was  published :  in.  which,  among  other  curious 
particulars,  the  letter  of  expostulation,  said  to  have  been 
written  by  the  Prussian  monarch  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  after  the  defeat  at  Kolin,  is  treated  as  an  infamous 
piece  of  forgety,  produced  by  some  venal  pen  employed 
to  impose  upon  the  public.    The  author,  also,  in  his  en- 
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deavoura  to  demondtriate  Bis  Britannic  maje^'s  aversioii 
to  a  ooQtinei^l  war^'very  justly obierves,  titiat  ^^  none 
but  such  as  ar^  unacquainted  with. the  maritime  forced 
England  can  bcKevi^,  that,  without  a' div<$r5ioh  on  the 
continent,  to  employ  pArt  of  the  laiemy 's  force,  she  is-  not 
in  a  cimdition  to  .hope  for  success^  and  maintain  her>  cru^- 
peribnty  at  sea.    Englaiid',  therefore^  had  no  interest  to 
foment  quarrels  or  warir  in  Eutope;  but;  for  the  satn6 
reason^  there  was  roani  to  feaff  that  France  would  *  em- 
brace a  different  system;  accordingly,  slietook  no  pains 
to  conceal  her  vi^y^s,  and  her  envoys  declared  publicly, 
th^t  a  war  upon  the  continent  was  inevitable  j  and  that 
the  king's  dominions  in  Germany  would  be  its  principal 
objects"  .  He  afterward,  in  the  course  of  his  aargumenta* 
tion^  adds,  "  That  they  must  be  very  ignorant  indeed, 
.wbo  imagine  that  tli£  forces  of  England  ^re  not  able  'to 
lesist  those  of  France,  unlei$s  the  latt^  be  hindered  fronl 
turning  all  her  e$>rts  tO'  the  sea.i  In  case  of  a  "war  upon 
the  .continent,  the.^wo  powers  must  pay  si^sidies;  only 
.  with  lliis  diffisrenee,  thatoFranceiCan  employ  her  own 
land-ibrces,  and:«spife  at  conquests;''    Such  were  tbe 
professed  vS^itiments  of  the  British;  ministry^  founded 
upon  eternal  truth  and  deiponstration^  and  openly  avowed, 
when  the  business  was  to  -jj^rove  that  it  was  not  the  in^ 
terest  of  Gxeat  Britain^  to  maintain^  a:  war  uponf  the  coti^ 
tinent;^'tot^^  afterward,  when  this  continental  war  was 
eagerly  icspoused,  festered,  and*  cherished^  by  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  English  nation^  then  the  partisans  of 
that  veiyministry,  which  had  tfausd^ckred  that  England^ 
without  any  diversion-  on  the  continent  of  Eumpe^  was 
an  overmatch  for  Fcanceby  sea,  which  may  be  termed, 
tbe  British  element;  then 'their  partiskns,  their  chadir 
pions^  declaimers,  >and.  dependants^  were  taug^ht  to  rise 
in  rebeUionagainst  their  former  doctrine^ and, in  defiance 
of  common  sense  and  reflection,  affirm  that  a  diversion 
in  Germany  was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  successful 
issue  of  England's  operations  in  Asia,  AfJrica,  and  Atoe- 
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ricai  f  Notwithstanding  all  the  facts  and  argunients  as- 
sembled in  this  elaborate  memorial,  to  expose  the  ingra* 
titudeofthe  empress^quefen,  and  demonstrate  the  op- 
pressive measures  adopted  by  the  imperial  power,  it 
remalins  to  be  proved,  that  the^membet  of  a  community 
is  not*  obliged  to  yield  obedience  to  the  resolutions  taken,' 
and  the  decrees  published,  by  the  tnstjority  of  those  who 
compose  this  community ;  especially  when  teinforced 
with  the  authority  of  the  supreme:  magisti^ate,  and  not 
repugnaint  to  the  ftmdamental  constitution  on  which  that 
community  *was  established.  : 

§  XLIV.  If  theempress-queeii  wad  liot  gratified  to  the 
extent  of  her  wishes  in  the  fortijri^  of  the  bampaign,  at 
least  her  self-4mportau<;e\i«ras  flattered  iii  another  point, 
which  could  not  fail  of  being  Interesting  to  a  princiesd 
famed  fot  a  glowing  zeal  and  iilviblable  attachment  to 
the  religion  of  Rome.  In  the  month  of  August,  thj6 
pope  conftrred  upon  her  the  title  of  apostolical  queen 
of  Hungary,  conveyed  by  a  brief,  in  which' he  extolled 
her  piety,  atid  launched  out  into  retrospective  eul6giuins 
of  hei-  predecessors,  the  princes  of  Hungaiy,  who  had 
been  always  accustbmed  to  fight  arid  overcome  for  the 
Catholic'  faith  under  this  holy  bsiiirier.  This  conipli- 
ment,  however,  she  did  not  derive  from  the  regard  of 
Prosper  Latnbfertihi,  who  exercised  the  papal  sway  under 
the  iassumed  name  of  Benedict  XlV.*  That  pontift",  uni- 
versally esteemed  for  his  good  serise^  moderati6n>  and 
humanity,  had  breathed  his  last  in.  the  moiith  of  April, 
in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age ;  arid  in  July  was 
succeeded  in  the  papacy  by  cardinal  Charles  Rezzonico^ 
bishop  of  Padua,  by  birth  a^enetian.  He  was  formerly 
auditor  of  the  Rota;  ^ftWward  promoted  to  the  purple 
by  pope  Clement  XH.  at  'the  nomination  of  the  republic 
of  Venice ;  was  distinguished  by  the  title  of  St.  Maria 
d' Ara  Cceli,  the  principal  convent  of  the  Cordeliers,  and 
nominated  protector  of  the  Pandours,  or  lUyrians.  When 
he  ascended  the  papal  chair,  lie  assumed  the  name  of 
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Clement  XIII.  in  gratitude  to  the  last  of  that  name,  who 
was  his  benefactor.  Though  of  a  disagreeable  person, 
and  even  deformed  in  his  body,  he  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  a  .vigorous  constitution.  As  an  ecclesiastic,  his  life 
was  exemplary ;  his  morals  were  pure  and  unimpeached : 
in  his  character  he  is  said  to  have  been  learned,  diligent, 
steady,  devout,  and,  in  every  respect,  worthy  to  succeed 
such  a  predecesfi[or  as  Benedict. 

.  ^  -XLV.  The  king  of  Spain  wisely  persisted  in  reap- 
ing the  advantages  of  a  neutrality,  notwithstanding  the 
intrigues  of  the  French  partisans  at  the  court  of  Madrid, 
who  endeavoured  to  alarm  his  jealousy.by  the  conquests 
which  the  English  had  projected  in  America.  The  king 
of  Sardinia  sagaciously  kept  aloof,  resolving,  in  imitation 
of  his  predecessors,  to  maintain  his  power  on  a  respect- 
able footing,  and  be  ready  to  seize  all  ojpportunities  to  ex- 
tend and  promote  the  interest  of  his  crown,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  country r  As  for  the  king  of  Portugal,  he 
had  prudently  embraced  the  same  system  of  forbearance; 
but  in  the  latter  end  of  the  season,  his  attention  was  en- 
grossed  by  a  domestic  incident  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature.  Whether  he  had,  by  particular  instances*  of 
severity,  exasperated  the  minds  of  certain  individuals, 
and.  exercised  his  dominion  in .  such  acts  of  arbitrary 
power  as  excited  a  general  spirit  of  disaffection  among 
bis  n6bility;  or,  lastly,  by  the  vigorous  measures  pursued 
against  the  encroaching  Jesuits  in  Paraguay,  and  their 
cOrrespondtents  in  Portugal,  had  incurred  the  resentment 
of  that  society,  we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine  :  per- 
haps^ all  these  motives  concurred  in  giving  birth  to  a 
eonspiracy  against  his  life,  which  was  actually  executed 
at  this  juncture  with  the  most  d^perate  resolution.  On 
the  3d  day  of  September,  the  king,  according  to  custom, 
gbing  out  in  a  carriage  to  take  the  air,  accompanied  by 
dpe  domestic,  was,  in  the  night,  at  a  solitary  place  near 
Belem,  attacked  by  three^men  on  horseback,  armed  with 
musketpons,  one  of  whom  fired  his  piece  at  the  coach- 
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man  without  effect.  The  man,  however,  terrified  both 
on  his  own  account  atid  that  of  his  sovereign's,  drove 
the  mules  at  ftill  speed ;  a  circumstance  which,  in  some 
measure,  disconcerted  the  other  two  conspirators,  who 
pursued  him  at  fiill  gallop,  aiid  having  no  leisure  to  take 
aim,  discharged  their  pieces  at  random  through  the  back 
of  the  carriage.  The  slugs  with  which  they  were  loaded 
happened  to  pass  between  the  king's  right  arm  and  his 
breast,  dilacerating  the  parts  from  the  shoulder  to  the 
elbow,  but  without  damaging  the  bone,  or  penetrating 
into  the  cavity  of  the  body.  Finding  himself  grievously 
wounded,  and  the  blood  flowing  apace,  he,  with  such  pre- 
sence of  mind  as  cannot  be  sufficiently  admired,  instead 
of  proceeding  to  the  palace,  which  was  at  some  distance, 
ordered  the  coachman  to  return  to  Junqueria,  where  his 
principal  surgeon  resided,  and  there  his  wounds  were  im- 
mediately dressed.  By  this  resolution,  he  not  only  pre- 
vented the  irreparable  mischief  that  might  have  arisen 
from  an  excessive  effusion  of  blood,  but,  without  all 
doubt,  saved  his  life  from  the  hands  of  other  assassins, 
posted  on  the  road  to  accomplish  the  regicide,  in  case  he 
should  escape  alive  from  the  first  attack.  This  instance 
of  the  king's  recollection  was  magnified  into  a  miracle, 
on  a  supposition  that  it  must  have  been  the  effect  of 
divine  inspiration;  and,  indeed,  among  a  people  addicted 
to  superstition,  might  well  pass  for  a  favourable  inter- 
position of  Providence.  The  king  being  thus  disabled 
in  his  right  arm,  issued  a  decree,  investing  the  queen 
with  the  absolute  power  of  government.  In  the  mean 
time  no  person  had  access  to  his  presence  but  herself, 
the  first  minister,  the  cardinal  de  Saldanha,  the  physi- 
cians, and  surgeons.  An  embargo  was  immediately  laid 
on  all  the  shipping  in  the  port  of  Lisbon.  Rewards  were 
publicly  offered,  together  with  the  promise  of  pardon  to 
the  accomplices  for  detecting  any  of  the  assassins ;  and 
such  other  measures  used,  that  in  a  little  time  the  whole 
conspiracy  "vjras  discovered ;  a  conspiracy  the  more  dan* 
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geroiiS)  as  it  appeared  to  have  been  formed  by  persotis  c^ 
the  first  quality  and  influemce.     The  duke  de  Aveiro,  of 
the  family  of  Maseatenhas ;-  theifaarquis  de  Tavora,  who 
l^p,^  l>eeft;i^TO«roy  of  Goa,  amdiirowjtctuallyjaijoy?^  the 
commis^ion^of  general j  of  the  hbrsej:  'ftieJCOTftit'de^  At- 
tougui^  the  marquis  de  Alloria,  together  wilhtheit  wives, 
children^  and  whole  families,  were  arrested  immediately 
after  the  assassination,  as  principals  in  the  design; 
and  many  other  accomplices,  including  some  Jesuits, 
were  apprehended  in  the  seqneL     The  farther  prdceed- 
ingSion  this  m3rstferiotb9  affair^  with  the'  fate  of  thie  con- 
gpiirators,.  will..be  ..partjicularized  among  the  transactions 
'  ^f  the  .fdlkrwing  year- '  At  present  it  will  be  suflicient  to 
observey  thafrtibieL  king's  wounds  wer^' attended  With  no 
bad  consequences 9 '  nor  did'  th^-  imprisonment  bf  those 
noblemen  produce  any  disturbance  in  the  kingdom, 
'  §  XLVI.  The  domestic  occurrences*  of  France  were 
tissued  with  ^continuation  of  the  disputes  between  the 
^arKaments  and  dergy,  touching  the  bull  Unigenitus. 
In  vain-  the  ting  had  interpdsed  his  atithority :  first  pro- 
posing an  Accommodation  J  then' commanding  thV  par- 
liament 16  fBrbear1;Scking  cognisance  of  a  religious  con- 
test>  which  did  not  fall  tmder  tKfeir  jurisdiction ;  and, 
thirdly,  bdnishiiig  their  persons,  arid  abrogatirig  their 
|)Ower.     He  afterward  found  it  necessary  to  the  peace 
of  has  dominions,  to  recall  and  reinstate  those  venerable 
|>atriots ;  and  being  convinced  of  the  intolerable  inso- 
lence and  turbulent  spirit  of  the  archbishop  of  Paris, 
htad  exiled  that  prelate  in  his  tarri.     He  was  no  sooner 
readmitted  to  his  fiinctioii,  than  he  resumed  his  former 
conduct,  touching  thedenial  of  th^^sacraiheiiis  to  those 
who  refused  to*  acknowledge  tHe  bull  Unigenitus :  he 
even  acted  with  redotibled  2i6al;  intrigued   with   the 
other  ptelates ;  caballed  among  the  inferior  clergy ;  and 
not  only  revived,  but  augmented,  the  troubles  thrbngh- 
out  the  whole  kingdom.     Bishops,  curates^  "and  monks, 
presumed  to  withhold  spiritual  consolation  from  persons 
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in  extremity,  aad  were '  punished  by  the  civil  power. 
Other  parliaments  of  the  kingdom  followed  the  example 
exhibited  by  that  of  Paris,  in  asserting  their  authority 
and  privileges.  The  king  commanded  them  to  desist> 
on  pain  of  incurring  hi{3  indignation ;  they  remonstrated; 
and  persevered;  while  the  archbishop  repeiarted* his  in* 
junctions  and  censui^s,  and  continued  to  infllame  the 
dispute  to  such  a  dafigei^ous  degree,  that  he  was  given 
to  understand  he  should  be  again  j  obliged  to '  quit  th^ 
capital,  if  he  did  not  proceed  with  more  moderation; 
But  the  chief  care  of  the  French  ministry  wis  employed 
in  regulating  the  fitonces,  and  estabKshingr  funds  of 
credit  fcH*  raisitto:  money  to  pay  subsidies,  and  maintain 
the  war  in  Eu4e  ^d  AmrriL  In  th^  course  of  th« 
year,  they  had  not  only  considerably  reinforced  their 
armies-in  Gelrmany,  but  made  surprising  eflforfe  to  sup* . 
ply  the  colony  of  Canada  with  ttoOps,  artillery,^  stores^ 
and  ammunition,  for 'its  defence  against  the  operations 
of  thfe  British  forces,  which  greatly  out-numbered  the 
French  upon  the  continent.  The  court  of  Versailles 
practised  every  stratagem  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
English  cruisers.  The  ships  destined  for  Americaihey 
detached,  both  single  and  in  convoys,  sometimes  from 
the  Mediterranean,  sometimes  from  their  harbours  in 
the  Channel.  They  assembled  transports  in  one  port,  in 
order  to  withdraw  the  attention  of  their  enemies  from 
another,  where  tKeir  convoys  lay  ready  for  sailing ;  and 
in  boisterous  weather,  when  the  English  cJould  no  longer 
block  up  their  harbours,  their  store-ships  came,  forth^ 
and  hazarded  the  voyage  for  the  relief  of  their  American 
settlements.  Those  that  had  the  good  fortune  to  arrive 
on  the  coast  of  that  continent,  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  different  expedients  for  escaping  the  British 
squadrons  stationed  at  Halifax,  or  cruising  in  the  bay 
of  St.  Laurence.  They  either  ventured  to  navigate 
the  river  before  it  was  clear  of  the  ice,  so  early  in  the 
spring,  that  the  enemy  had  not  yet  quitted  the  har- 
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bour  of  ^ova  Scotia;  or  they  waited  on  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland  for  such  thick  fogs  as  might  screen  them 
from  the  notice  of  the  English  cruisers,  in  sailing  up 
the  gulf;  ot,  lastly,  they  penetrated  through  the  straits 
of  Belleisle,  a  dangerous  passage,  which,  however,  led 
them  directly  into  the  river  St.  Laurence,  at  a  consider- 
able distance  above  the  station  of  the  British  squadron. 
Though  the  French  navy  was  by  this  time  so  reduced; 
that  it  could  neither  face  the  English  at  sea,  nor  furnish 
proper  convoys  for  commerce,  her  ministry,  nevertheless; 
attempted  to  alarm  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  with 
tiie  project  of  an  invasion.  Flat-bottomed  boats  were 
built,  transports  collected,  large  ships  of  the  line  equip- 
ped, and  troops  ordered  to  assemible  on  the  coast  for. 
embarkation;  but  this  was  no  more  than  a  feint  to 
arouse  the  apprehension  of  the  English,  disconcert  the 
administration,  prejudice  the  national  "credit,  and  deter 
the  government  from  sending  forces  to  keep  alive  the 
war  in  Germany.  A  much  more  eflfectual  method  they 
took  to  distress  the  trade  of  England,  by  laying  up  their 
useless  ships  of  war,  and  encouraging  the.equipment  of 
stout  privateers,  which  did  considerable  damage  to  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  cruising  in 
the  seas  of  Europe  and  America.  Some  of  them  lay 
close  in  the  harbours  of  the  Channel,  fronting  the  coast 
of  England,  and  darted  out  occasionally  on  the  trading 
ships  of  this  nation,  as  they  received  intelligence  from 
boats  employed  for  that  purpose.  Some  chose  their 
station  in  the  North-sea,  where  a  great  number  of  cap- 
tures were  made  upon  the  coast  of  Scotlaiid;  others 
cruised  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  and  even  to  the 
westward  of  Ireland ;  but  the  far  gi^eater  number  scoured 
the  seas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Leeward  islands 
in  the  West  Indies,  where  they  took  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  British  ships,  sailing  to  and  from  the  sugar  colo- 
nies, and  conveyed  thein  to  their  own  settlements  in  Mar- 
tinique, Guadaloupe,  or  St.  Domingo. 
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^  §  XLVII.  With  respect  to  the  war  that  raged  in 
Germany,  the.  king  of  Denmark  wisely  pursued  that 
course,  which  happily  preserved  him  from  being  involved 
in  those  troubles  by  which  great  part  of  Europe  was 
agitated,  and  terminated  in  that  point  of  national  advan- 
tage .  which  a  king  ought  ever  to  have  in  view  for  tRe 
benefit  of  his  people.  By  observing  a  scrupulous  neu- 
trality, he  enhanced  his  importance  among  his  neigh- 
bours :  he  saw  himsdf  courted  by  all  the  belligerent 
powers :  he  saved  the  blood  and  treasure  of  his  subjects  : 
he  received  large  subsidies,  in  consideration  of  his  for- 
bearance ;  and  enjoyed,  unmolested,  a  much  more  con- 
siderable share  of  commerce. than  he  could  expect  to 
carry  on,  eveir  in  times  of  universal  tranquillity.  He 
could  not  perceive  that  the  Protestant  religion  had  any 
thing  to  apprehend  from  the  confederacy  which  was 
formed  against  the  Prussian  monarch ;  nor  was  he  mis- 
led into  all  the  expense,  the  perils^  and  disquiets  of  a 
sanguinary  war,  by  that  ignis  fatuus  which  hath  seduced 
and  impoverished  other  opulent  nations,  under  the 
specious  title  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Germany, 
Howsoever  he  might  be  swayed  by  private  inclination, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  a  point  of  consequence  to  his 
kingdom,  vvhether  Pomerania  was  possessed  by  Sweden 
or  Prussia ;  whether  the  French  army  was  driven  back  • 
beyond  the  Rhine,  or  penetrated  once  more  into  the 
electorate  of  Hanover ;  whether  the  empress-queen  was 
stripped  of  her  iiemaining  possessions  in  Silesia,  or  the 
king  of  Prussia  circumscribed  within  the  X)riginal  bound 
of  his  dominion.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  France, 
for  her  own  sake,  would  prevent  the  ruin  of  that  enter- 
prising monarch ;  and  that  the  house  of  Austria  would 
not  be  so  impolitic,  and  blind  to  its  own  interest,  as  to 
permit  the  empress  of  Russia  to  make  and  retain  con- 
quests in  the  empire ;  but  even  if  these  powers  should 
be  weak  enough  to  sacrifice  all  the  maxims  of  sound 
policy  to  caprice  or  resentment,  he  did  not  think  himself 
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so  deeply  concerned  in  the  event,  as,  for  the  distant 
prospect  of  what  might  possibly  happen,  to  plunge 
headlong  into  a  war  that  must  be  attended  with  certain 
and  immediate  disadvantages:     True  it  is,  fa^  had  n6 
.  hereditary'  electorate  in  Germany  that  Wafe  thiieateiied 
with  invasion ;  nor,  if  be  had,  is  itto  bB  supposed  that  ac 
prince  ofhissagaeity  and  patriotism  would  have  impove- 
rished his  kingdom  of  Denmark^  for  the  precarious  de-^ 
fence  of  a  distant  territory.     It  was  reserved  for  anotifer 
nation  to  adopt  the  pernicious^^surdity  of  wasting"  its 
blood  and  treasure,  exhausting  its  revenues,  loading  its 
own  back  with'  the  most  grievous  impositions,  incurring' 
an  enormous?  debt^  big  with  bankraptdy  and  ruih ;  in  a 
word,  of  expending  ^bove  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
Bterling  in  fruitless  effiirts  to  defend  «  distant  country, 
the  edtire  property  of  which  was  never  valued  at  brie 
twentieth  part  of  that  sum;  a  country  with  which"  it 
had » no  natural  connmon,  but  a  common  alliance  arising 
from  accident.    The  king  of  Denniark,  though  himself 
a  prince  of  the  ^mpire^  smd  possessed  of  dominions  in 
Germany,  almost  contiguous  to  the  scenes  6f  the  present 
war,  did  not  jret  think  himself  so  riearly  concerned  in 
the  issue,  as  ta  declare  himself  eithei^  prihcij^l  or  auxi- 
liary in  the  quafrel;  yet  he  took  ciare  to  maintain  his 
forces  by  sea  and  land  upon  a  respeetiible  footing;  and 
by  this  conduct  J  he  not-  only  provided  fot  thb  securit]^ 
of  his  own  country,'  bift  ovAawed  the  belligerent  powers, 
who  considferAd  him[  as  a  ptince  capable  of  niaking  either 
swle  preponderate,  jtist  "ai?  he  might  choxise  to  frim  th^ 
balance.    Thus  he*^  preservied  his  wealth,  commerce,  aAd 
cwiseqUence  undimiiiished ;  and,  instead  of  being  ha- 
rassed as  a  party,  was  honoured  as  an  umpire. 

^  XLVIII:  The  United  Provinces,  though  as  adverse 
ad  his  Danish  majesty  to  any  participation  in  the  wat^^id 
not,  however,  sd  schipulously  observe  theueutrality  they 
professed;  at  ieast  the -traders  of  that  republic,  either 
from  an  ittoMittate  thirst  of  lucre;  or  a  secret  bias  in  favour 
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of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  assisted  the  French 
commerce  with  all  the  appearance  of  the  most  flagrant 
partiality.     We  have,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year's 
transactidns,  obsehred  that  a  great  tiumber  of  their  ships 
were  taken  by^ the  English  cruisers, "and  condentfied  as- 
legal  prizes,  for  having  French  property  on  board:'  that 
the  Ihrtch  merchants,  exasperated  by  their  losses;  ex- 
claimed against  the  English  aspirates  and  robbers,  peti- 
tioned the  Stat^  for  redress  in  very  high  tferm's,  abd.even 
loudly  clamoured  forte  war  against  Great  Britain^    The 
charge  of  violence  and  injustice,  which'  they  brought 
against  theEnj^ish,  for  taking  and  confiscating  the  ships 
that  transportfed  to  Europe  the  produce  of  the  French 
islanHs  in  the  West  Indies,  they  fouiided  on  the  tenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  states-getteral  of  the  United  Provinces,  concluded 
in  the  year  1668,  stipulating,  "  That  whatever  shall  be 
fouiid  on  bdaxd*  title  ship^'  of  the  subjects  of  the  United 
Provinces;  though  the  lading,  or  part  thereof,  tnay  belong 
to  the  enemies  of  Oreat  Britain,  shall  be  firee  and  unmo- 
lested, except  these  be  prohibited  goods,  which  are  to  be 
served  iii  the  manner  described  by  the  foregoing  arti- 
cles."    From  this  article  the  iDutch  merchants  argued, 
that,  if  there  be  no  prohibited  gdod^s  6ii  board,  the  Eng- 
lish had  no  right  to  stop  or  molest  any  of  their  ships,  br 
make  the  least  incpiiry  to  whotti  the  merchandise  be- 
longed, whence  it  #as  brotight,  or  Whithfef  bound.    This 
plea  the  English  casuists  wottld^by  no  metos  admit,  for 
the  fbllowing  reasons:  a  geneM  and '  perpetual  licence 
to  carty  oh  the 'whole  trade  df  their  etreniy  would  be 
such  a  glaring  absurdi%dj^  no  cduveitioncduld  autho- 
rize: common  sense  has  dictated,  tod'Grotitis  declared, 
that  no  tnan  can  be  supposed  t6 '  have  consented  to  an 
absurdity';    therefoife  die  imeVpffetatibH'  given  by  the 
Duteh'to  thi^  aftiole  dduldnot  be  supposed  to  befits  true 
and  geiiuinid  meaniiig;;  which,  indeed,  fel&t^S  to  nothing 
inorc  than  the  common  course  t>f  trader,  as  it  Was  usually  -. 
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carried  on  in  time  of  peace.    But,  even  should  this  inter- 
pretation be  accepted,  the  article,  and  the  treaty  itself, 
would  be  superseded  and  annulled  by  a  subsequent  treaty, 
concluded  between  the  two  na:tions  in  the  year  1675,  and 
often  eonfirmed  since  that  period,  stipulating,  in  a  secret 
article,  that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties  should  give, 
nor  consent  that  any  of  their  subjects  and  inhabitants 
should  give,  any  aid,  favour,-or  counsel,  diriectly or  indi- 
rectly, by  land  or  sea,  or  on  the  fresh  waters;  nor  should 
furnish  or  permit  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  their 
respective  territories  to  furnish,  any  ships,  soldiers,  sea- 
men, victuals,  monies,  instruments  of  war,  gunpowder j 
or  any  other  necessaries  for  making  war,  to  the  enemies 
of  eijtber  party,  of  any  rank  or  condition  soeverl     Now, 
the  Dutch  have  infringed  this  article  in  many  instances 
during  the  present  war,  both  in  Europe  and  America; 
and,  as  they  have  so  openly  contravened  one  treaty,  the 
English  are  not  obliged  to  observe  any  other.     They, 
moreover,  forfeited  all  right  to  the  observance  of  the 
treaty  in  question,  by  refusing  the  succours  with  which 
they  were  bound,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  furnish 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  case  any  of  his  territories 
in  Europe  should  be  attacked^  for  nothiiig  could  be  more 
weak  and  frivolous  than  the  allegation  upon  which  this 
refusal  was  founded ;    namely,  that  the  hostilities  in 
.Europe  were  commenced'  by  the  English,  when  they 
seized  and  confiscated  the  vessels  of  France;  and  they 
being  the  aggressors,  had  no  right  to  insist  upon  the 
succours  stipulated  in  a  treaty  which  was  purely  defen- 
sive.    If  this  argument  has  any  weight,  the  treaty  itself 
can  have  no  signification.    The  French,  as  in  the  present 
case,  will  always  commence  the  war  in  America;  and 
when  their  ships,  containing  reinforcements  and  stores 
for  the  maintenance  of  that  war,  shall  be  taken  on  the 
European  seas,  perhaps  in  consequence  of  their  being 
exposed  for  that  purpose,  they  will  exclaim  that  the 
English  were  the  aggressors  in  Europe,  consequently 
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deprived  of  all  benefit  accruing  from  the  defensive  treaty 
subsisting  between  them  and  the  states-general  of  the 
United  Provinces.  It  being  impossible  for  the  English 
to  terminate  the  war,  while  their  enemies  derive  the  sinews 
of  it  from  their  commerce  carried  on  in  neutral  bottoms, 
they  are  obliged  to  suppress  such  cgllusions,  by  that 
necessity  which  Grotius  himself  hath  allowed  to  be  a 
sufficient  excuse  for  deviating  from  the  letter  of  any  treaty 
whatsoever.  In  time  of  peace  no  Dutch  ships  were  per- 
mitted to  carry  the  produce  of  any  French  sugar  island, 
or  even  to  trade  in  any  of  the  French  ports  in  America 
or  J  the  West  Indies;  conseqaiently  the  treaty  which  they 
quote  can  never  justify  them  in  carrying  on  a  commerce, 
which,  as  it  did  not  exist,  and  was  not  foreseen,  could 
hot  possibly  be  guarded  against  when  that  convention 
was  ratified.  Grotius,  whose  authority  is  held  in  such 
veneration  among  the  Dutch,  has  determined  that  every 
nation  has  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  goods  of 
any  neutral  power,  which  shall  attempt  to  carry  them 
into  any  place  which  is  blocked  up  by  that  nation  either 
by  land  or  sea.  The  French  islands  in  the  West  Indies 
were  so  blocked  up  by  the  English  cruisers,  that  they 
could  receive  no  relief  from  their  own  government,  con- 
sequently no  neutral  power  could  attempt  to  supply  them 
without  falling  under,  this  predicament*  It  was  for  these 
reasons  that  the  king  of  England  declared,  by  the  mouth 
of  Mr.  Yorke,  his  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague, 
in  a  conference  held  in  the  month  of  August  with  the 
deputies  of  the  statesrgeneral,  that  though  he  was  ready 

t  In  the  reijgn  of  king  William,  whe|i  tlie  English  and  Dutch  were  engaged  in 
a  ^ar  against  France,  the  northern  powers  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  attempted 
.  to  carry  on  the  French  commerce,  mider  the  shade  of  neutralityj  bat  the  Dutch 
and  English  joined  in  seizing  the  vessels  that  were  thus  employed.  Complaints 
of  these  captures  were  made  at  London  and  the  Hague,  and  the  complsanants 
were  given  to  understand  at  both  places,  that  tliey  should  not  be  allowed  to  cany 
on  any  trade  with  France,  but  what  was  usual  in  time  of  peace.  In  conseqfuence 
of  this  declaration,  Mr.  Groning  formed  the  design  of  writing  a  treatise  on  the 
freedom  of  navigation,  and  communicated  the  plan  of  his  work  to  the  celebrated 
Fuffendorff,  who  signified  his  sentiments  in  a  letter,  which  .is  preserved,  by  the 
learned  Barbeyrac,  in  his  notes  upon  that  author's  treatise  on  the  Law  of  Nature 
and  Nations* 
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to  cdiicur  in  every  meaauteithat^hpuld  be  proposed-  £6t 
giving  satisfaction  to  their  hi^  mightinesses^  with  whon^ 
he  had  alwaysistudied.to  live  in  the  nK)stperfeciutiion, 
he  was  nerv^rtiiQless  detenniiied  not  to  suffer  the  trade  of 
the  French  iQolonifiS  in  America  "to  be  carried'  on  %  the 
subjects  of  other  powers,  under  tiie  specious  pretext  of 
neutrality:  nor  to;pemut.words:to  be:  inteipr€A6d>  as^' a 
licence  todriir^.a  trade.witkhkenemies^  which,  though 
not  particularly  specified  in.tbe  articles  6f  contraband, 
was  neverthekaa  asendered  such  tin  all  respects,  and  in 
every  senae^  by  tbeinatnre  of  the^civcumstances;  It  is  not 
at  all  more  surprising  that  the  Dutch  merchants  should 
complain,  than)  that  the  English  g^ea^nnant  should  per*^ 
sist  in  con€scatingithe/ships  that  were  found  to^  contain 
the  merchandise  of  their  enemies^  Tiiie  individualtraders 
of  every  mefcahtile.  nation  will  run  considerable  risks  in 
extending)  their;  pairticufafr  commeree, -even  when  they 
know  it  must  bedetrimental to&e  general  interest  of  th^r 
own  country;  In  the  war  maintained  by  the  confederates 
against  Louis  tXlV.  ^of  France^  the  merchant  ships  of  the 
Diltch  canned  oox  an  uniasternspted  l^ade  to  die  French 
ports;  and,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  soUcitationsv  of 
England,  ;tfae/States'^nera]f:  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon  to  prohibit  this  commercej^whieh  undoubtedly  en^ 
abled  France  to* protract  the  war.  The  truth  Isi  Aey 
gave  the  Britisbaninistry  to  understand,  that  unlessthejr 
connived  at  this  traffic,  their  subjects  could  not  possi^ 
bly  defsay  ^thein  .proportion  of  the  eiscipense  at  which  the 
war  viQs  maintained.  ^  It  is '  >weU  kino wn  through  all 
Europe,  that  the  subjects  of  the  United  Provinces  reaped 
considerable  Stdyantage,  A6t  only  frdln  thils  branch  of 
illicit  tradey-but  also  by  providing  for  both,  armies  in 
Flanders,  and  by  the  practice  of  stock-«jobbing  in  Eng- 
land ;  consequeriiTy  it  was  liof  the,  la^erest  either  of  the 
states-general,  or  the  English  government,  between  whom 
there  was  a  very  good  understanding,  to  bring  that  war 
to  a  speedy  conclusion;  nor  indeed  ought  we  to  fix  the 


1758>3  GEORGE   11.  483 

imputation  of  partiality  lipdp  a  whfole naibion,  for  the  pri- 
vate cohdtict  of  individuals,  influenced ;  by  inotives  of 
self-intetest^  which  cd-bpemte  with  the  Bame  energy  in 
Holland,  and  among  the  subjfecte  of  Great  Britaiin.  In 
the  course  of  thfe  formtir  wat,  such  a  scandalous  appetite 
for  gain  prevailed  in  diflfetent  parts  of  the  British  domi- 
nions, that  the  French  islands  w^re  actually  supplied 
with  pro  visions  j  slaves,  and  lumber,  from  Ireland  and  the 
Britteh^eolonieS  m  North  Amme^;  and  Martinique,  in 
particular,  must  hdVe^  «urre*ide^d  tcf  the  commasnder  of 
the  Englii^h  squadi^on' stationed  in  those  seas,  had' it  not 
berin  thus  supported  by  English  subjects.  Certain  it  is, 
file  Dutch  Had  some  irdas^n'tb^  complain  that  they  were 
decoyed  into  this  i^peeies  of  traffic  by  the  article  of  a 
treaty,  which,  in  thfeir  opiiiion,  admitted  of  no  limitation; 
and  that  the  government  of  Great  Brittiih,  without  any 
previous  warning,  or  explaining  its  sentiments  on 'this 
subject,  swept  the  sea  at  once  of  all  their  vessels  employed 
in  this  commerce,  and  condemned  them,  without  mitiga- 
tion, to  the  entire  ruin  of  many  thousand  families.  Con- 
sidering the  iiitimate  connection  of  mutual  interest  sub- 
sisting between  Great  Britain  and  the  states  of  the  United 
Provinces^  they  seem  to  have  had  some  right  to  an  inti- 
mation df 'this  nature,  Which,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  induced  them  to  resign  all  prospect  of  advantage 
from  the  prosecution  of  such  traiffic. 

^  XLIX.  Besides  the  universal  clamour  excited  in 
Holland,  tod  the  famous  memorial  presented  to  the 
states-general,  which  we  hiave  already  mentioned  in  an- 
other place,  a  deputation  of  merchants  waited  four  times 
successively  on  the  princess-regent,  to  explain  their  griev- 
andes,  and  demiand  her  concurrence  in  augmenting  the 
navy  for' the  preservation  of  ber  commerced  She  pro- 
mised to'iliterpofle  her  best  office^  with  the  court  of  Great 
Britain;  and  these  co-operating  with  reprei^entations ' 
made  by  the  states-general,  the  English  ipinister  was 
empowered  to  open  conferences  at  the  Hague,  in  order 
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tfi  bring  all  matters  in  dispute  to  an  amicable  accommo- 
dation.    These  endeavours,  however,  proved  ineffectual. 
The  British  cruisers  continued  to  4ake,  and  the  British 
courts  to  condemn,  all  Dutch  vessels  containing  the  pro- 
duce of  the  French  sugar  islands.     The  merchants  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  renewed  their  complaints  with 
redoubled  clamour,  and  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation, 
reinforced  by  the  whole  party  that  opposed  the  house  of 
Orange,  cried  aloud  for  an  immediate  augmentation  of 
the  marine,  and  reprisals  upon  the  pitates  of  England. 
The  princess,  in  order  to  avoid  extremities,  w^  obliged 
not  only  to  employ  all  her  personal  influence  with  the 
states-general,  but  also  to  play  off  gne  faction  against 
another,  in  the  way  of  remonstrance  and  exclamation. 
As  far  back  as  the  month  of  JunCj  she  presented  a  me- 
morial to  the  states-general,  reminding  them,  that  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war  between  France  and  England^  she 
had  advised  an  augmentation  should  be  made  in  their 
land-forces j  to  strengthen  the  garrisons  of  the ,  frontier 
towns,  and  cover  the  territories  of  the  republic  from  in- 
vasion. She  gave  them  to  understand,  that  the  provinces 
of  Gueldres  and  Overyssel,  intimidated  by  the  proximity 
of  two  formidable  armiei^,  had  resolved  to  demand  that 
the  augmentation  of  their  land-forces  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  other  provinces;  and  requested 
her  to  reinforce  their.solicitations  that  this  measure  might 
immediately  take  place.  This  request,  she  said,  she  the 
more  readily  granted,  as  she  could  not  but  be, sensible 
of  the  imminent  danger  that  threatened  , the  republic,, 
especially  since  the  Hanoverian  army  had  .passed  the- 
Rhine;  and  as  it  behoved  the  state  to  put  itself  in  a-, 
Qondition  to  hinder  either  army  from  retiring  into  the 
tctmtories  oi  the  republic,  if  it  should  be  defeated;  for,: 
in  that  case, "the  conqueror  being  authorized  to  pursue 
his  en,emy  wherever  he  can  find  him,  would  bring  the 
war  into  the  heart  of  their  country.  This  representation, 
had  J80  other  effect  than  that  of  suspending  the  measure. 
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infhicfa  eaeh  ^rty  (mxposed.     The  princ^a^  inker  ab^ 
i$wer  to  th^fouHli  deputation  of  t'ke  mejrckants,  deckred, 
tliat  she  belield  the  present  state  of  tbeir  trade  with  the 
most  anxious  coneem;  that  its  want  of  protecticm  was 
not  her  fault,  but  that  of  the  towns  of  Dort,  Haarlein, 
Amsterdam,  Torgau,  Rotterdam,  and  tiie  Brille,  to  whose 
conduct  it  was  owing,  that  the  forces  of  the  /state,  by 
sea'and  land,  were  not  now  on  a  better  footing.     The 
deputies  wete  afterwiffd  referred  to  her  mmister,  M.  de 
la  Lairy,  to  whom  they  represedted,  Ihat  the  augm^xfea-' 
tion  of  the  land-forces,  and  the  equipment  of  a  fliaet,  w^re 
matteis  as  distinctfromeaehotlier  as  light  from  darkness; 
that  there  was  no  preisdng  motive  for^  augmentation 
of^he  army,  whereas  innum^uble  reasons  rendered  die 
equipment  of  a  fleet  a  matter  of  the  most  ^urgent  neces- 
sity,   bt  a  few  days  after  tiiis  repr^iiaitation  was :  made, 
the  princess^  in  an  assembly  of  the  states-geti^rid,  re* 
quested  their  high  mightinesses,,  that  seeing  their  earnest 
and  repeated  efforts  to  hidiK^  the  pmvinces  of  Holkiid,- 
Zealand,  Friesland,  and  West  Friesland,  to  acqiiieis^^ieit! 
the  proposed  augmentation  of  forces  by  sek  and  land, 
had  not  hitherto  met  with  success,  they  would  now  con- 
sider and  deliberatenipon  some  expedient  for  terminating 
this  a^ffair,  and  the  sOolETer  the  better,  in  orders  on  one 
hand,  to  satisfy  the  strong  and  well-gtounded  instahcc^s 
made  by  the  provinces  of  Gueldr^s,  Utrecht,  Overyssel, 
and  GitMiingen;  and,  on  the  othef,  t6  comply  with  the 
ardent  and  just  desires  expressed  by  the  commercial  in- 
habitants of  the  country.     She  told  them  that  the  depu- 
tation which  Waited  on  her  consisted  of  forty  mercha^, 
a  nun^ber  that  merited  attention  no  less  than  the  speech 
they  pronounced,  of  which  a  great  nximber  xrf  printed 
copies  were  distributed  through  all  parts  of  the  country: 
Without  making  any  partictilar  rem^ak^  on  thi^^harangue, 
she  only  observed,  that  the  drift  of  it  did  not  tend 'to 
fticilitate  the  negotiation  begun  with  Great  Britain^  nor 
to  induce  the  nation  to  prefer  a  convention  to  a  hiptare 
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with  that  crown.  From  this  circumstance  she  inferred, 
it  was  more  than  time  to  finish  the  deliberations  on  the. 
proposal  for  augmenting  the  forces  both  by  sea  and  land ; 
a  measure/  without  which  she  was  convinced  in  her  con- 
science the  state  was,  and  would  always  remain,  exposed 
to  all  sorts  of  misfortune  and  danger,  both  now  and 
hereafter. 

§  L..  In  consequence  of  this  interposition,  the  states-, 
general  that  same  day  sent  a  letter  to  the  states  of  Hol- 
land and  West  Friesland,  communicating  the  sentiments 
of  the  princess-regent,  and  insisting  upon  the  necessity 
of  comply  ii^  with  her  .proposal  of  the  double  augmeA*. 
tation.  They  observed,  that  an  augmentation  of  the  land-, 
forces,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  was  unavoidable, 
as  well  as  an  equipment  by  sea  for  the  security  ofcom-^ 
merce:   that  the  states  of  the  provinces  of  .GueMres, 
Utrecht^  Overyssel,  and  Groningen,  joined  with  them  in 
the  same  opinion;    and  accordingly  had  insisted,  by 
divers  letters  and  propositions,  on  thos^  two  points  sq  es- 
sentia to  the  public  inte;r;est.     They  represented  tHe 
danger  of  delay,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  discord :  they, 
proposed,  that  by  a  reciprocal  indulgence  one  party 
should  comply  with  the  sentiments  of  the  other,  in  order 
to  avoid  a  schism  and  dangerous  division  among  the. 
confederates,  the  consequences  of  which  would  be  very^ 
deplorable;  while  the  republic,  in  the  mean  time,  would 
remain  in  a  defenceless  condition  both  by  sea  and  land,: 
and  depend  upon  the  arbitrary  power- of  its  neighbours., 
They  conjured  them,  therefore,  as  they  valued  the. safety 
of  their  coimtry,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  as.  they, 
regarded  the  protection  of  the  good  inhabitants,  the  con-' 
cord  and  harmony  which  at  all  times,  but  especially  at 
the  present  critical  juncture,. was  of  the  last  .necessity>, 
that  they  would  seriously  reflect  upon  the  exhprta:tions 
of  her  royal  highness,  as  well  as  on  the  repeated,  instances 
of  the  majority  of  the  confederates,  and  take  a  wise  and 
salutary  resolution  with  regard  to  the  proposed  augmen- 
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tation  of  the  land-forces,  so  that  this  addition,  together 
with  an  equipment  at  sea,  might,  the  sooner  the  better, 
be  unanimously  brought  to  a  conclusion.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly the  duty  of  all  who  wished  well  to  their  coun- 
try, to  moderate  the  heat  and  precipitation  of  those,  who, 
provoked  by  their  losses,  and  stimulated  by  resentment, 

.  endeavoured  at  this  period  to  involve  their  nation  in  a 
war  with  Great  Britain.     Had  matters  been  pushed  to 

,  this  extremity,  in  a  few  months  the  public  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  The 
Dutch  were  distracted  by  internal  divisions;  they  were 
altogether  unprovided  for  hostilities  by  sea ;  the  ocean 
was  covered  with  their  trading  vessels;  and  the  naval 
armaments  of  Great  Britain  were  so  numerous  and 
powerful,  as  to  render  all  resistance  on  that  element 
equally  vain  and  pernicious.  The  English  could  not 
only  have  scoured  the  seas,  and  made  prize  of  their  ship- 
ping, but  were  also  in  a  condition  to  reduce  or  demolish 
all  their  towns  in  Zealand,  where  they  would  hardly 
have  met  with  any  opposition. 
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